
HOTES 
THE HEBRIDEAN SONG-THRUSH. 

Turdu.? philomelus hebridensis Clarke. 

IN the Scottish Naturalist (1913, pp. 53-5, PI. 1) Mr. W. Eagle 
Clarke gives a name to the Song-Thrush of the Outer Hebrides 
and defines its characteristics. For this we are very grateful. 
Mr. Clarke's action crystallizes the vague references to this 
bird which have been current for years and will enable 
ornithologists to collate the facts with regard to it which would 
never have been done had not the bird received a name and 
had its distinctive characters defined. 

Mr. Clarke points out that the most striking feature of this 
bird is in the great number and intense blackness of the spots 
on the under-surface. The mantle and wings are dark (clove) 
brown, the head slightly redder and the rump and upper 
tail-coverts olive. The upper-parts appear to be not so 
reddish as in the British form, and thus more like the Con
tinental bird but darker. There is very little buff on the 
throat, breast and flanks, even less apparently than in 
Continental birds. The buff of the under wing-coverts is 
richer (i.e. redder) than either British or Continental Song-
Thrushes. The wing measures from 116 to 120 mm. or 
about the average of other Song-Thrushes. 

Mr. Clarke makes as the types, a pair from Barra obtained 
on April 24th, 1912 but he does not state whether the descrip
tion refers to these birds, and this is rather important because 
there is a good deal of difference between a freshly-moulted 
autumn Song-Thrush and a worn summer-bird. 

The bird is widely distributed in the Outer Hebrides and 
so far as our knowledge goes at present it is confined to that 
group of islands, but we hope that Mr. Clarke will state from 
exactly which islands he has identified specimens and whether 
any examples have yet been detected or migration. He notes 
however, that it does not breed in St. Kilda, and that the 
Song-Thrushes which now nest in woods of recent growth 
in the grounds of Stornoway Castle are probably of the 
British race, since a breeding bird obtained there in July, 
1906, undoubtedly is so. 

Mr. Clarke states that British and Continental Song-
Thrushes seek the Outer Hebrides in winter, and do not quit 
them until the nesting-season of the native birds has set in. 

z 
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There is little doubt tha t the Continental form does visit 
those islands, although we do not know of any actual records, 
but presumably Mr. Clarke has seen specimens. 

CROSSBILLS B R E E D I N G I N B E D F O R D S H I R E 
AND HAMPSHIRE. 

I HAVE to-day (March 4th, 1913) been watching a Crossbill 
(Loxia c. curvirostra) in the Woburn Woods, which is sitting 
very closely on its nest. The nest is a t the top of an old 
stunted Scotch fir, about 35 ft. from the ground. 

After watching the bird for half an hour, a flock of six 
Crossbills alighted on a neighbouring tree : two of them 
were males in very red plumage. In less than a minute, one 
of them flew down to the nest and turned the female off, 
but she soon returned to it. Seeing tha t the male was one of 
a breeding pair, i t seemed to me curious t h a t he should be 
flying about with the flock M. B E D F O R D . 

Two nests of Crossbills (Loxia c curvirostra) were found a t 
Beaulieu in the last week of January, 1913—one with four 
eggs on which the old bird was sitting, and the other with one 
egg. I reported a nest from the same locality last year 
(cf. supra, p. 61). THOMAS H. C. TROUBRIDGE. 

SKY-LARK AS FOSTER-PARENT OF CUCKOO. 

I N the February issue (p. 278) it is said t ha t there are very 
few authenticated instances of the Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) 
selecting the Sky-Lark (Alanda a. arvensis) as a foster-parent, 
and I therefore give below an instance which came under my 
notice last year. My friend Mr. Taylor, of Raphoe, 
co. Donegal, showed me a Sky-Lark's nest containing two 
typical eggs and one of the Cuckoo—an undoubted egg of 
the greenish type and perfectly distinct from those of the 
fosterer. Unfortunately, circumstances prevented us from 
again visiting the locality to see if the young were successfully 
hatched. C. V. STONEY. 

B E A R D E D TIT I N ESSEX. 

MORE than twenty years ago, I expressed the opinion (Birds 
of Essex, p . 92, 1890) tha t the Bearded Tit (Panurus b. 
biarmicus) still bred occasionally in the county—had continued 
to do so, in fact, ever since the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, when it did so not uncommonly in certain localities. 

At the present day, I am still as unable as I was then to 
demonstrate the t ru th of my belief, but later occurrences 
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of the species all tend to support it. Thus, Dr. Laver has 
recorded (Essex Naturalist, IX., p. 52} an example picked up 
dead near Harwich on 30th March, 1895, when it was probably 
about to breed. Again, on the 21st April, 1896, Dr. J. H. 
Salter, of Tollesbury (who now owns the specimen above 
mentioned) saw and watched for some time, in a roadside 
reed-bed in the eastern part of the county, an unmistakable 
example which, at the date in question, must surely have 
been breeding, or about to breed, in the vicinity. 

How comes news that an adult male (which has been seen 
by Dr. Laver, who informs me of the occurrence) was obtained 
out of a party of seven, on or about the 13th inst. (Feb.), 
at a locality, which is in every way well suited to the habits 
of the bird, in the northern portion of the county. Its exact 
whereabouts need not be disclosed to the exterminator. The 
birds can hardly have been breeding at so early a date, but 
the number of the little flock suggests strongly that it was 
composed of a family party which had been bred in the 
immediate vicinity during the previous summer. 

MILLER CHRISTY. 

[We do not consider that the presence of a little flock in 
winter necessarily points to breeding in the district.-—EDS.] 

FIRECREST IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 

I OBSERVED a Firecrest (Regulus i. igrdcapillus) on February 
16th, 1913, at Clifton, near Bristol. The bird was much 
more shy and restless than a Goldcrest, but I identified it 
thoroughly by means of the light stripe over the eye, and the 
note, which was very different from that of the Goldcrest. 

D. MUNRO SMITH. 

PROBABLE INHERITANCE OF EGG-COLOUR IN 
SPOTTED FLYCATCHERS. 

IK 1911 a pair of Spotted Flycatchers [Muscicapa s. striata) 
raised a brood from eggs of the pale blue variety at Felsted, 
Essex. I do not know whether a second brood was raised, 
as I did not find the second nest. In 1912, in the gime place, 
there were two nests belonging to two pairs of birds within 
forty yards of each other, and in each nest were light blue 
eggs from which broods were raised. This instance seems to 
point to the fact that the young follow the mother in the 
matter of egg-colour. J. H. OWEN. 
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CHIFFCHAFFS AND WHEATEAR IN WINTER IN 
THE BRITISH ISLES. 

I SAW and heard two or three Chiffchaffs (Phylloscopua 
collybila) at Farringford near Freshwater, Isle of Wight, on 
February 22nd, 1913. I also saw a Wheatear {(Enanthe 
cenanthe) on Freshwater down on the same day. 

E. G. B. MEADE-WALDO. 

A FRIEND of mine, Mr. Evan T. Jones, informs me that he 
listened to a Chiffchaff {Phylloscopus c. collybita) singing, 
though somewhat fitfully, in Bodafon Wood, Creuddyn 
Peninsula, Carnarvon, on February 15th, 1913, and that 
he subsequently heard the bird in the same wood on some 
two or three occasions between that date and the middle 
of March. There can be no doubt as to the accuracy of his 
identification of the song, for we have both listened to the 
bird when walking together through the woods at Gloddaeth. 

RICHARD W. JONES. 

AQUATIC WARBLER AND MARSH-WARBLER IN 
THE ISLE OF WIGHT. 

AMONG the birds forwarded to me (for the Osborne College 
collection) during last summer from St. Catherine's Light
house, Isle of Wight, were specimens of the Marsh-Warbler 
(Acrocephalus palustris) and Aquatic Warbler (Acrocephalus 
aquaticus), the former having been obtained on June 7th and 
the latter on August 17th, 1912. Both birds were males in fine 
plumage and are now in the Osborne College collection. 

This appears to be the fourth specimen of the Aquatic 
Warbler obtained in the Isle of Wight. The Marsh-Warbler 
may not be so rare as is supposed, but possibly this record 
may be of interest. A. M. C. NICHOLL. 

[The Marsh-Warbler recorded above should be carefully 
compared as there is the possibility of its being an example of 
Blyth's Reed-Warbler (Acrocepftalus dumetorum). Unfortu
nately, owing to the bird being cased with others, Mr. Nicholl 
is unable to send it to us for comparison.—EDS.] 

BLACK REDSTART IN SURREY. 
ON February 20th, 1913, I saw near the Kent House, Buck-
fields, Penge, a Black Redstart {Pho&nicurus o. gibraltariensis). 
It was not very wild, but I cannot state the sex as it was in 
immature-plumage, and several birds I have had under 
notice which agreed in all particulars with adult hens in 
winter, moulted out " cocks." ALLEN SILVER 
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NOTES FOR 1912 FROM YORKSHIRE. 
SHOVELER [Sfatula chjpeata).—A flock of " upwards of thirty " 
was reported upon reliable authority as frequenting for a 
short time during July a private lake much resorted to by 
wild ducks, not far from Scarborough. 

SHAG (Phalacrocorax graculus).—Formerly quite an unusual 
visitor to this part of the coast, the Shag has been a winter-
visitor in annually increasing numbers since 1907. In 
February of that year I saw six—all immature birds—which 
frequented the Scarborough Harbour until w'ell into the 
spring. Each autumn since then this district has been 
visited by Shags, whose numbers have increased year by 
year. Probably a couple of hundred birds have wintered 
with us during the past six months. They do not remain 
to nest. 

SOOTY SHEARWATER (Puffinus griseus).—A specimen was 
shot from a boat off Scarborough on the evening of October 
10th, and was brought to me in the flesh. 

COMMON GUILLEMOT (Una fro*We).—On July 9th I saw 
passing Filey Brigg, at a distance of about fifty yards, a 
Guillemot which appeared to be as dark-coloured beneath as 
on the back. No white was discernible. The bird was in 
company with several other normally-coloured Guillemots, 
and was certainly not U. grytte, being much too large and 
lacking the white patches upon the wings. 

LITTLE ATJK (Atte alU).—A smaller movement than that 
which took place in January was observed in the neighbour
hood of Scarborough during early November, wrhen for about 
a week specimens might be seen almost at any time, swimming 
or flying past. The weather being calm, no great mortality 
took place, but even under these favourable conditions 
several birds, all very thin and weak, were picked up alive 
on the beach. W. J. CLARKE, 

TEAL x WIGEON HYBRID. 
ON November 30th, 1912, .vhile staying near Southminster, 
Essex, a duck which had been caught the previous day in 
one of the few remaining Essex decoys, was brought to me 
alive. I t was at once apparent tha t th i s bird, which was a 
male in almost full plumage, did not belong to any of the 
usual British species. At first sight much like a drake 
Teal (Anas c. crecca) though larger, it had the characteristic 
slate-coloured bill of the Wigeon (Anas penelope) and in other 
respects, as will be seen, resembled the latter bird. The 

A A 
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decoyman, who, in his long experience has handled many 
thousands of Teal and Wigeon, was of opinion that the bird 
was a cross between these two species, and I myself came to 
the same conclusion. This opinion has been confirmed by 
Mr. H. F. Witherby, to whom I took the bird for examination, 
and who has very kindly made a thorough comparison of it 
with Teal and Wigeon. 

I kept this bird alive for about a week, during which time, 
especially at night, it frequently uttered a call very similar 
to the well-known " whee-ou" of the Wigeon. It was 
extremely wild and had evidently never been in captivity, 
and I think must have been bred in a wild state. 

The bird weighed about 17 ounces. The colouring of 
the soft parts was as follows : Iris hazel, pupil black; 
upper mandible chiefly slate-colour with some black on top; 
nail black ; lower mandible black ; legs and feet slate-colour, 
webs black. 

The following notes are by Mr. Witherby :— 
Measurements in Millimetres, taking Average Measurements of First-

Winter Male Teal and Wigeon for Comparison. 

Wing 
Bill, from base of skull to tip . . 
Bill, from feathers to tip 
Bill, breadth at nostrils 
Bill, depth at nostrils 
Bill, length of nail 
Tarsus 
Middle toe and claw 

TEAL. 
180 
42 
37 
13 
12 
6 

29 
40 

H Y B R I D . 
221 

45 
39 
17 
14 
7 

36 
50 

W I G E O N . 
253 

45 
34 
17 
14 
H 

38 
49 

COLOTJB AND MABKINGS 

compared with those of male Teal and Wigeon in the same 
stage of plumage. 

Head, most like Teal, but light cream-coloured line round 
lores and crown absent; chesnut of crown not quite 
so dark as in Teal, green stripes not quite so brilliant. 

Mantle and back, like both species; the lower-back and 
rump is not finely barred black-and-white as in Wigeon 
in full plumage, but the bird is not completely moulted 
into full plumage though nearly so. 

Wings. Lesser and median coverts like young Teal, but 
indistinctly margined with pale grey, not so distinctly 
as in young Wigeon. Greater coverts brownish-grey 
tipped with buffish-brown, not with black as in Wigeon 
nor ehesnut-buff and white as in Teal. Green patch on 
secondaries like Wigeon but brighter, but not so brilliant 
and not so blue a green as in Teal. 
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Throat blackish down the middle as in Wigeon. 
Upper-breast pearly-pink like Wigeon, but with many black 

spots not quite so large or extensive as in Teal, but 
much more so than in Wigeon. 

Flanks barred more coarsely than in Wigeon and resembling 
Teal. 

Under tail-coverts blackish like Wigeon. 
J. BEDDALL SMITH. 

THE "BIMACULATED DUCK." 
HOWARD SAUNDEBS says {Manual, 2nd ed., p. 432) that the 
Bimaculated Duck is a hybrid between Wigeon and Teal. 
This is evidently taken from the same author's Yarrell (4th 
ed., Vol. IV., p. 389) where it is said that Mr. Hancock had 
examined the British specimen of the so-called Bimaculated 
Duck and found ic to be a hybrid between these two species. 
Turning to Hancock (N. H. Trans. Northumberland and 
Durham, Vol. VI., p. 153) we find that he states that he has 
examined the specimen figured by Yarrell and Bewick and 
that there can be no doubt that it is a hybrid between Teal 
and Wigeon. The bird figured in the first edition of Yarrell 
(Vol. III., p. 165) was taken with a female in a decoy at 
Ma'don, Essex, in 1821, and was presented to the Zoological 
Society and afterwards reached the British Museum. There 
can be no doubt that this bird is a Mallard x Teal hybrid, 
as is indeed evident by the figure in Yarrell and the des
cription taken from Selby (Illustrations of British Ornithology, 
Vol. II., p. 321, 1833). Meyer gives a Coloured figure of the 
bird and most recent authors have considered it to be a 
Mallard x Teal hybrid, including Salvadori in Gat. Birds 
B. M. Vol. XXVII. I t is indeed difficult to understand how 
Hancock and, following him, Howard Saunders could have 
supposed it to be a Wigeor X Teal hybrid. 

In my edition of Bewick (1805 large paper) the bird is not 
figured but a description of it is given quoted from Latham. 
This description is taken almost word for word from Pennant 
{Brit. Zool, 1776, Vol. I I , p. 510, pi. c, No. 287) who appears 
to have been the first to have described a bird under this 
name. The specimen he describes was taken in a decoy 
in 1771 and is apparently not in existence. His description 
differs somewhat from that given in Yarrell, and although 
it is quite clear that Pennant's bird was'a hybrid, and that 
a Mallard was one parent, it is difficult to decide whether 
the other parent was a Teal or a Wigeon. He mentions a 
large oblong ferruginous spot behind each ear, which if drawn 
in the correct position in the figure would be just where there 
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is a broad green stripe in the Teal, but perhaps this ferrugin
ous spot should have been more towards the throat . The 
spotting of the breast is distinctive of the Teal, though a 
Mallard x Wigeon hybrid in Mr. Rothschild's collection 
a t Tring has a few spots on the upper-breast. The " lower " 
(i.e. greater) wing-coverts, he says, are streaked with rust-
colour and if he means vhe tips of the feathers this is also 
distinctive of the Teal. 

Yarrell's Bimaculated Duck was thus a hybrid between 
Mallard and Teal, while Pennant ' s specimen was probably 
the same hybrid though possibly a Mallard x Wigeon. 

H. F . Wl'lHERBY. 

GREAT MORTALITY AMONG SHAGS IN ORKNEY. 

I T may be of interest to state tha t during the past winter 
there has been a great mortali ty among the Shags (Phala-
crocorax g. graculus) in Orkney, owing to starvation, due to 
the stormy weather having driven the shoals of fish away 
from the coast-line into deep wa te r ; but the recent mortali ty 
is not as great as that of the winter of 1893-4, when thousands 
died of starvation. 

The birds in their stress for food lost all fear of man and 
came to die in poultry- and cow-houses, even entering dwelling-
houses, and some old sheds situated near high-water mark 
had their floors covered with dead and dying Shags. Rats 
made short work of them, attacking many even before they 
were dead. H. W. ROBINSON. 

CREAM-COLOURED COURSERS IN K E N T . 

O N February 21st, 1913, a fine pair of Cream-coloured 
Coursers (Gursorius gallicus) were obtained a t Ju ry Gap. 
I examined them in the flesh on February 22nd, and found 
them in perfect condition, having the full spring-plumage. 
Like many of the wanderers obtained on our shores, these 
birds owe their fate to the fact tha t probably from an adverse 
wind they have been driven out of their course and arrive 
in a more or less exhausted condition, which accounts for the 
so-called " tameness " which makes them an easy prey to 
the collector. 

The protective colouring in this species is most marked, 
the black effectively breaking up the outline of the general 
colour, and when one sees the bird running on the sands, it 
must indeed be a difficult task to keep it in view. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 
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BAR-TAILED GODWITS IN ORKNEY. 
I HAVE seen Bar-tailed Godwits (Limosa I. lapponka) in 
Orkney on two or three occasions, but being unaware that 
they were considered scarce visitors there, I have unfortunately 
only kept one record. This was a bird seen on Westray on 
May 4th, 1911. I t was getting its summer-plumage. 

Ml BEDFORD. 

WOODCOCK'S DISEASED FEET. 
IN December, 1912, Mr. H. S. Gladstone sent the feet of a 
Woodcock that had been picked up dead at Thornhill, 
Dumfriesshire, to Mr. Witherby, who forwarded them on 
to me for an opinion. The under-surface of the base of the 
toes, corresponding to the metatarso-phalangeal joints, was 
the seat in both legs of a moderate-sized elastic swelling. 
On cutting into this I found that it was due to a chronic 
inflammatory condition of the sheaths of the large flexor 
tendons that pass over the posterior aspect of the joint into 
the toes. The tendons were embedded in a quantity of 
caseous material for a distance of about three-eighths of an 
inch and the lining membrane of the sheaths was injected, 
but the joints were quite free and healthy. Had the subject 
been human and not avian, I should not have hesitated to 
have ascribed the condition as due to tuberculosis. I t is 
frequently seen in wading birds kept in captivity, and was 
always supposed at one time to be a manifestation of this 
disease, but is now I believe referred to other causes. I t 
must be quite rare, I think, in wild birds of this family and 
perhaps worthy of record. I regret that I was unable to have 
a microscopical examination made. With the arrangement 
recently made with an expert veterinary pathologist whereby 
such material as the above can now be examined (see Feb. No., 
p. 282) more valuable opinions will be at the disposal of readers 
than I am able to give. N. P. TICEHURST. 

MALE PIED FLYCATCHER RETURNING TO NESTING-PLACE 
WITHOUT A MATE.—In 1911, the Rev. H. N. Bonar reported 
the nesting of a pair of Pied Flycatchers (Mnscimpa h. 
hypoleuca) in Haddington (c/. Vol. V., p. 84). In 1912 on 
visiting the same spot on May 2nd he found the male already 
there and watched it beginning to build a nest, but there 
was no female. Mr. Bonar kept a watch on the bird for the 
whole of the month, but no female ever turned up nor did 
the male continue nest-building, though he stoutly defended 
the nesting-hole and sang incessantly. Mr. Bonar was 
abroad from the end of May to June 24th, by which date 



350 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. vi. 

the Pied Flycatcher had disappeared (Scot. Nat., 1913, 
pp. 17-18). In the succeeding number of our contemporary 
(pp. 41-2) Mr. T. Blackwood reports a somewhat similar 
ease, except that the female in this instance disappeared 
in the first year after she had laid eggs, but before they 
were incubated. The cock remained on, and appeared again 
the following year without a mate. These cases are interest
ing as showing how easily a locality can be deserted by a 
species on the outskirts of its range. 

CouETSHtP OF THE BLACKCOCK.—In the Naturalist (1913, 
pp. 96-8), Mr. E. Selous sums up his observations on this 
subject, the chief points being (1) the cocks courted the 
hens " by a slow, formal, pompous display," and the hens 
" showed unmistakable evidence of predilection " ; (2) the 
" dancing " of the cocks was distinct from courtship " being 
probably, in its origin, a challenge to rival, males " ; (3) the 
actual fighting of the males was little as compared with that 
in the Ruff and the hens eared nothing for i t ; (4) there was 
no attempt on the part of the cocks to collect harems ; and 
(5) the courtship was gone through apparently in silence. 

RARE MIGRANTS IN SCOTTISH ISLANDS.—In recent numbers 
of the Scottish Naturalist interesting articles have appeared 
on migrants observed in 1912 by The Duchess of Bedford 
and Mr. Eagle Clarke, in Fair Isle, and by the Misses Rintoul 
and Baxter in the Isle of May. The rarer occurrences 
recorded are mentioned below, page references being to the 
1913 volume of the Scottish Naturalist. 

NORTHERN- BULLFINCH (Pyrrhulap. pyrrhnla). At Fair Isle a female 
on October 29th, 1.012 (p. 28). 

SCARLET GROSBEAK (Carpodacus erythrinus). At Fair Isle a young 
female on September 20th, and a young bird on the 28th (p. 28). 

ORTOLAN BUNTING (Emberiza hortulana). At Fair Isle one on 
May 18th and several on October 1st (p. 28). 

LITTLE BUNTING (Emberiza pusilla). At Fair Isle ten between 
September 28th and October 11th (p. 28). At the Isle of May two or 
three between September 28th and 30th (p. 52). 

LAPLAND BUNTING {Calcarius I. lapponieus). At Fair Isle thirteen, 
between September 14th and October 22nd (p. 28). 

WOOD-LARK (Lullula a. arborea). At Fair Isle one on October 9th 
(p. 28). At the Isle of May one between September 28th and 30th 
(p. 52). 

SHORE-LARK (Eremophila a. flava). At Fair Isle one on October 17th 
(p. 28). 

KICHARD'S P I P I T (Anthus richardi). At Fair Isle one seen on 
October 2nd (p. 28). 

SCANDINAVIAN R O C K - P I P I T (Anthus s. littoralis). At Fair Isle one 
on May 22nd (p. 7). 

GaBy-HBADBD WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. thunbergi). At Fair Isle single 
birds on September 26th and 29th and October 1st {p. 29). 
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RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Laniua c. collurio). Now known as a regular 

migrant a t Fair Isle, this species was again observed bu t in smaller 
numbers than usual. One is also recorded from Lerwick, Shetland, 
on August 26th (p. 67). 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa p. parva). At. the Isle of 
May one between September 28th and 30th (p. 52). 

SCANDINAVIAN CHIFFCHAFF (Phyttoscopus c. abietinus). Except in 
Fair Isle where the bird appears to be a regular migrant very littlo 
is known about the passage of this race in the British Isles. Unfortu
nately it is difficult to distinguish from the common Chiffchaff, its 
clearest characteristic being its large size. A good many are now 
recorded for the Isle of May as occurring between September 28th and 
30th (p. 52). 

WOOD-WABBLEB (PhyUosoopus s. sibilatrix). At Fair Isle one 
occurred on May 27 th (p. 7). 

BLYTH'S REED-WABBLER (Acrocephahm dumetorum). At Fair Isle 
four or five occurred on September 24th, 26th, 29th and 30th, and 
October 1st (p. 28). This is very interesting especially in view of 
the fact tha t one has already been recorded in our pages a t Holy Island, 
September 25th and another in Holderness, Yorkshire, on September 
20th (supra, pp. 206 and 217). Yet previous to the autumn of 1912 
the bird was only known to have occurred once in the British Isles, 
viz. a t Fair Isle on September 29th, 1910. 

ICTEBINB WARBLER (Hypolais icterina). At Fair Isle examples 
occurred on August 5th, 10th, 21st (two) and 22nd (p. 28). The 
earliest date for an autumn occurrence previously recorded appears 
to be September 4th. 

BABBED WARBLEB (Sylvia nisoria). At Fair Isle six were observed 
between August 22nd and September 28th (p. 29). At the Isle of May 
two appeared on September 12th (p. 51) and one between the 28th 
and 30th (p. 52). Three are recorded (p. 67) from near Lerwick, 
Shetland, by Mr. T. Kay, one on September 3rd, one on the 9th and one 
on the 16th. This autumn was remarkable for the number of Barred 
Warblers—twelve being recorded as above for Scotland, one for 
Ireland and seven for England, or twenty in all, which is nearly half 
the total number of previous records. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia e. eurruca). Now known to bo a 
regular migrant on Fair Isle and the Isle of May, this bird was again 
observed on several dates and one is recorded from Lerwick, Shetlands, 
on October 2nd (p. 67). 

CONTINENTAL SONG-THBTJSH (Turdiis ph. philomelns). Vast numbers 
of Thrushes, the great majority being of this form (but there were also 
some T. ph. clarlcei) arrived a t the Isle of May between September 28th 
and 30th (p. 52). 

BLACK WHEATEAR (Qflnanthe leucura ? subsp.). At Fair Isle a male 
of this species was present from September 28th to 30th. I t was 
several times clearly seen but was not obtained, and the race to which 
it belonged not ascertained. The only other recorded instances of 
the occurrence of this species in the British Isles are the two in Sussex 
in 1909 (cf. Vol. I I I . , p . 289). 

BLACK REDSTART (Phmnicurus o. gibraltariensis). At Fair Isle ono 
on April 25th (p. 29), a t the Isle of May one on October 4th (p. 52), a t 
Lerwick, Shetland, one on October 12th, and one November 9th 
(p. 67). 

RED-SPOTTED BLUETHROAT (Luscinia svecica 1 subsp.). At Fair 
Isle one on May 10th (p. 29). 
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CONTINENTAL REDBREAST (Dandalus r. rubecula). At the Isle of 
May several found dead after the " rush " between September 28th 
and 30th (p. 52). 

CONTINENTAL HEDOE-SPABBOW (Prunella m. modularis). At the 
Isle of May one on September 24th and one on October 9th (pp. 51 
and 53). 

HOOPOE (Upupa e. epops). At Fair Isle one on May 9th (p. 29). 
TEMMINOK'S STINT (JSrolia temminchii). At Fair Isle single birds 

on June 8th, 14th and 15th (p. 8), and one on August 8th (p. 26). 
There are only three or four previous occurrences recorded for Scotland. 

WOOD-SANDPIPEE (Tringa glareola). At Fair Isle single birds on 
May 13th and August 21st and 22nd (p. 29). The bird is very rarely 
recorded in Scotland. 

GBEEN SANDPIPEB (Tringa ocrophus). At Fair Isle an extraordinary 
number occurred, no less than seventy being observed between 
August 1st and 26th (p. 27). 

GBEAT SNIPE (Oallinago media). At Fair Isle one on September 21st 
(p. 29). 
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