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ARE STARLINGS DOUBLE- OR SINGLE-BROODED? 
THE question whether the Starling breeds more than once 
in the year (cf. supra, p. 337) has long been a matter of 
controversy, and many letters and much contradictory 
evidence on the subject will be found in the Naturalist, 
1889, pp. 112, 366, etc., the Zoologist, 1903, p. 390, etc. 
Although many pairs are undoubtedly single-brooded, I have 
long been convinced that some breed twice, and a nesting-box 
within a few yards of my window at Ashburne, Derbyshire, 
has held two broods in each season for four years past. The 
nesting-material was thrown out within a few days of the 
time when the first brood flew, and on one occasion, when 
a single young bird remained for some time in the nest after 
the rest had gone, cleaning out began the day after it left. 
I did not ring these birds, but two years ago one of the pah-
lost a feather or two from one wing, which rendered it 
recognizable, and careful watching convinced me that this 
bird was in attendance on both broods. 

F . C. R . JOTJRDAIN. 

CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN NORFOLK 
AND SHROPSHIRE. 

ON March 8th, 1913, in Norfolk I saw a nest of a Crossbill 
(Loxia c. curvirostra). with four eggs, which had been taken 
on March 1st, and a nest with young about nine days old. 
On March 16th the former pair had built a second nest and 
had laid four eggs. One other pair appeared to be nesting 
in the vicinity, but this I failed to find. 

In 1911 I saw seven nests of Crossbill in this immediate 
neighbourhood—two nesting pairs in 1913 being in the same 
belts of trees respectively as in 1911. In 1910 and 1912,1 am 
informed on quite reliable authority that Crossbills also bred 
in this same vicinity—in 1910 abundantly, and in 1912 some 
four or five nests were found. 

On March 24th, 1913, Mr. D. H. Meares and I found a 
Crossbill just commencing to build at Grinshill, north Shrop 
shire. We spent some hours watching the female building 
and breaking off dead pine twigs from adjacent trees for the 
outer structure. The male visited the nest once. On 25th 
the nest had advanced considerably, and she was gathering 
nesting-materials from the ground. 
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This is probably the first authentic record of the Crossbill 
nesting in Shropshire, and, if not subjected to depredations 
by squirrels or jays, the pair should rear successfully. 

On April 18th, 1898, and following days we watched a brood 
of young birds at the same place, which had in all probability 
been bred there. The nest recorded for LlanyModwel in 
September, 1880 {Fauna of Shropshire—H. E. Forrest) is 
also claimed for Montgomery (Fauna of N. Wales-—H. E. 
Forrest), and seems to rest on slender evidence. There was 
one other undoubted pair in the same coppice this year, 
which had apparently not commenced to build—and several 
other single birds were seen. 

Incidently the above nest is less than 100 yards from the 
site of the only authentic nest of Siskin for Shropshire—also 
found by Mr. D. H. Meares with one egg on April 22nd, 1906, 
and subsequently destroyed, presumably by a squirrel. 

C. S. MEAEES. 

CIRL BUNTING BREEDING IN ESSEX. 
ON March 29th, 1913, I saw a CM Bunting (Emberim cirlus) 
near Felsted, and this may prove of interest as the bird is 
very rare in Essex. In June, 1910, I found a pair nesting 
in the same district. I did not send a note at the time as I 
did not then know that the nesting of this bird in Essex had 
not been previously recorded. J. H. OWEN. 

NOTES ON A PIED BLACKBIRD. 
LAST year, 1912, a pair of Blackbirds (Turdus m. merula) were 
feeding young at a nest in my garden at Norwich about the 
middle of April, and again at the same nest at the end 
of May. 

At the end of June and during the first few days of July, 
young birds were again being fed at this nest, but on this 
occasion I was surprised to see that the cock in attendance 
was a bird heavily pied with white upon the head and neck, 
and with a few white feathers in the mantle, and wings— 
the original cock having been a normal coloured bird. 

I did not notice this pied bird during August, and I was 
away during September and the first part of October, but 
he reappeared in my garden on October 30th, to my great 
joy, in all the splendour of his new plumage, having moulted 
out pure white all over except bis under-parts, which were 
still black, a few flecks of black upon the mantle, and a black 
feather or two in wings and tail. 

Since that day he has been seen in my garden, I might 
almost say every day, but certainly every week during the 
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remaining months of 1912, and up to the present date 
(April 6th) in 1913. 

He began to sing on February 10th, which is the earliest 
date upon which I have ever heard a Blackbird sing, and has 
sung most days since then. 

Towards the end of March, he was often in the company of 
a hen bird, but as he now seems to be solitary again, I expect 
she has begun to sit, though so far I have been unable to 
locate the nest. During the last few weeks his plumage has 
undergone a further change. About the middle of March he 
began to show some small black feathers about his head and 
neck. This has gradually become more marked, until at the 
present time (April 6th) his whole head and neck is finely 
speckled with black. 

I think the history of this bird over twelve months, brings 
to light several points of ornithological interest. 

In the first place his mate of 1912 made use of the same 
nest no less than three times, in which to rear her brood, 
though on the last occasion having paired with a different 
cock, and I believe there are only a few recorded instances 
of three broods of young Blackbirds being reared from the 
same nest. 

In the second place, it is always a matter of some difficulty 
to ascertain the exact degree to which some of our so-called 
" resident breeding birds " are migratory or non migratory, 
and the history of this bird shows the very sedentary dis
position of, at all events, one individual Blackbird—he having 
been seen in one garden every week of the twelve months, 
with the exception of August and September. 

The other points of interest are the assumption of the white 
plumage at the autumn-moult, and the reappearance of black 
in the plumage of the head and neck this spring. 

B. B. RIVIERE. 

[Mr. Riviere's notes are interesting and the fact that the 
same nest was used for the third time is strong, though not 
conclusive, evidence that it was occupied by the same female. 
Blackbirds normally do not have a spring moult and it is 
quite possible that some of the feathers of this bird have 
merely white tips which in wearing away would show the 
black underneath.—H.P.W.] 

SNOWY OWL IN IRELAND. 

ON April 5th, 1913, I received from Tory Island, Donegal, 
a fine specimen (male) of the Snowy Owl (Nyctea nyctea). 
The measurement of the extended wings from tip to tip of the 



374 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. vi. 

longest primaries was 57 | in.-—or 2 in. short of 5 ft.-—the 
weight, 3 lb. 9 oz. 

There are about thirty Irish records in the nineteenth 
century, and a few since—the great bulk of them being, as 
might be expected, from the northern and western counties, 
especially Mayo. RIOHAED M. BABKINGTON. 

RED-NECKED GREBE IN HERTFORDSHIRE. 
OF the three species of Grebe—Red-necked, Black-necked, 
and Slavonian—which occasionally visit the Tring Reservoirs, 
the Red-necked (Colymbus g. griseigena) is perhaps the rarest, 
and it may be of interest to record the occurrence on 
March 16th, 1913, of a bird in summer-dress. I have been 
about the reservoirs frequently during the past five years, 
but have only once before seen a Red-necked Grebe—a bird 
in winter-plumage, on December 18th, 1910. When in 
summer-dress the Red-necked is easily distinguished in the 
field from the Great Crested Grebe, but in winter there is 
a general resemblance in the plumage of the two species, 
although the back of the Red-necked appears to be rather 
darker than that of the more common bird. The Great 
Crested, it is true, is rather the larger, but unless the birds 
are side by side the difference in size is not very noticeable. 
The Red-necked, however, always appears to be more 
stoutly built, with a body broader in proportion to its length 
and a neck shorter and less slender, than the larger bird; 
and this stouter habit will serve at all seasons to attract 
one's attention to it, even when the bird is too far off for 
the details of its plumage to be made out. 

CHAS. OLDHAM. 

WHISKERED TERN IN SUFFOLK. 
THE record of the Whiskered Tern (Hydrochdidon I. 
leucofareia) mentioned in the March Number of BRITISH 
BIEDS, p. 324, was sent in to the B.O.C. Migration Committee 
by me. As your reviewer casts some doubt on this record 
I think it is as well that I should supply the following details : 
The bird—an adult—was seen and clearly identified by 
me at Shingle Street. I t was amongst a large flock of 
Common Terns. I saw it at close quarters on September 16th 
and 17th, 1910. M. J. NICOLL. 

[I did not " cast doubt" upon the record, but stated that it 
could not be accepted without evidence of identification. 
This must especially be insisted upon in records published 
in the Migration Reports, because the authority for the records 
is unfortunately not given; but in all cases of rare birds seen, 
evidence of identification is most desirable.—H.F.W.] 
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LITTLE TERN BREEDING IN NORTHUMBERLAND. 

As the Little Tern (Sterna m. minuta) is not recorded as 
breeding north of the Tees on the East Coast of England, it may 
be well to state that I found on the Northumbrian coast one 
pair in 1911; the nest contained one egg on July 2nd. In 
the same locality in 1912 I found two nests, one contained 
one egg and the other contained two eggs, on July 7th. 

CATHARINE HODGKIN. 

IVORY-GULL IN IRELAND. 

A BEAITTIFTTLLY marked but immature specimen (female) 
of the Ivory-Gull (Pagophila eburnea) was shot at Teelin 
Pier, Carrick, co. Donegal, on March 25th, 1913, and 
forwarded to me in the flesh. This rare Arctic-visitor is 
the fifth Irish record and the second this spring—all were 
obtained in the first quarter of the year. Like many Arctic 
birds which straggle to Ireland this Gull was readily 
approached and comparatively fearless of man. 

In a general way the wing resembled that of a very old 
male Greenland Falcon. The feet were very dark (not 
black)—relatively small—with stout rough scalloped webs 
—and sharp skua-like claws-—the " well denned web " of 
Saunders Manual, between the tarsus and hind toe was 
not well marked—and was more a thickening of the skin 
at the base of the toe, than a web. 

A perfectly fresh specimen of an Ivory Gull is seldom 
available for examination in the British Isles, hence these 
details. RICHARD M. BARBINGTON. 

[The record referred to by Mr. Barrington is one by Mr. R. 
Warren in the Zoologist (1913, pp. 108-9), where it is stated 
that on February 17th, 1913, a man went into the shop of 
Mr. Rohu, taxidermist of Cork, with the wing, leg and foot, 
and part of the breast of a freshly killed Ivory-Gull, He 
had observed a " large hawk " in one of the trees whieh 
line the Marina (an embankment separating the City of Cork 
Park from the River Lee), and as he passed the hawk, it 
dropped the remains of this Gull.—H.F.W.] 

EARLY NESTING OF MOORHEN. 

ON March 27th, 1913, I noticed a pair of Moorhens (Oallinula 
ch. chloropus) making a nest on a pond near Felsted, Essex. 
On going to see how far operations had been carried, I was 
surprised to find that the nest, not as large as my hand, had 
an egg in i t : the birds were making the nest about the egg. 
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This is not an unusual occurrence with Moorhens. I then 
visited a pond where a pair of birds always nest early (as 
reported in BRITISH BIRDS, antea, p. 23), and found a nest 
containing eight eggs on which the bird had been sitting 
three or four days. This means that laying could not have 
commenced later than March 17th. In 1911, in Shropshire, 
I saw young Moorhens, a few days old, on April 27th.. In 
1912 I found young ones, also a few days old, on April 23rd. 
These instances with those previously recorded in BRITISH 
BIRDS show that it is not very unusual for the Moorhen to 
begin laying in March. J. H. OWEN. 
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