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T H E SENSE OF SMELL IN T H E GREY LAG-GOOSE. 
BY 

MARY G. S. BEST AND MAUD D. HAVILAND. 

(PLATE 1.) 

IN support of Dr. Penrose's observations on the sense of 
smell in birds (see Vol. VI., p. 266), we venture to record 
the following incident which came under our notice 
recently, while photographing the Grey Lag-Goose (Anser 
anser) in the Hebrides. 

On May 8th, 1913, we found the nest of a Goose with 
partly-incubated eggs, and put up a hiding-tent close b}r. 
Owing to the nature of the ground, the tent was erected 
about nine feet north-west of the nest. 

GBEY LAG-GOOSE APPROACHING ITS NEST. 

(Copyright by Mary G. S. Best.) 
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On May 12th, Miss Best went into the tent with her 
camera. There was then a gentle south-east wind which 
blew from the nest towards the tent. The bird returned 
readily, and did not appear suspicious either of the tent 
or of the shutter of the camera. 

GREY LAG-GOOSE BROODING. 

(Copyright by Mary G. S. Best.) 

On May 13th, Miss E. L. Turner went to the tent. The 
bird was away feeding, and Miss Turner therefore entered 
without being seen. The wind had shifted to the north
west and was then blowing straight from the tent to the 
nest. The bird soon returned by her accustomed track, 
and when within a few feet of the nest, she suddenly 
threw up her head and took wing, screaming with fear. 
An hour later she came back, only to behave in the same 
manner, and after this she did not return for the several 
hours during which Miss Turner waited. 
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On May 14th, Miss Haviland visited the nest. The 
wind was still north-westerly hut was exceedingly high. 
The Goose remained off her eggs for three hours, and 
when she returned showed every sign of suspicion. 

GEEY LA.G-GOOSE DOZING ON THE NEST. 

(Copyright by Mary G. S. Best.) 

On May 17th, Miss Turner again visited the nest. The 
wind was then due west, and therefore was not blowing 
directly from the tent to the bird. The latter returned 
after awhile and brooded. 

On May 23rd, Miss Best went to the nest. There was 
a moderate north-west wind. The bird paid no attention 
to the slight sounds made in manipulating the camera, 
but none the less she appeared uneasy. She occasionally 
dozed for a moment, but each time she did so she started 
awake again as though suspicious of something, although 
the photographer in the tent had made no noise. 
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It seems to us that the only explanation of this bird's 
behaviour is, that she " winded " the photographer. On 
the 12th, when the wind blew from nest to tent, the 
Goose returned readily ; on the 13th, when the wind blew 
direct from tent to nest, she would not come near her 
eggs ; on the 14th, when the wind was blowing from the 
same quarter she was evidently most suspicious—that 
she returned a t all, we attribute to the violence of the 
wind which may well have blown the scent beyond or 
over her. On the 17th, there was a side wind, and the 
Goose returned straight to her eggs. On the 23rd, again 
the wind blew from the tent to the nest, and by this 
time the bird was sitting hard and was well accustomed 
to the t en t ; but even so, as we have pointed out, she 
appeared suspicious of something apart from the noise of 
the camera, even though the photographer was able to 
enter the tent and set up the apparatus without scaring 
her from the nest. The keepers and gillies of the dis
trict declare that the geese, and also the crows, can all 
smell, and that it is useless to stalk them downwind. 

The Grey Lag appears to be largely on the increase in 
the district in question, where it is carefully preserved 
for the shooting, and on some lochs it is possible to find 
half a dozen nests ; but the Geese suffer a good deal 
from the depredations of Hooded Crows, as the nests are 
very conspicuous owing to the amount of down which is 
littered round the place. The Geese were all very late 
in breeding this year, many birds being found still sitting 
at the end of May, although they generally hatch out by 
the middle of that month. 
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GREY LAG-GOOSE COVERING HEB EGGS. 

(Copyright by Mary G. S. Best.) 
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