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MIGRATION OF B R I T I S H WINTER-VISITANT 

STARLINGS. 
T H E following two records of marked Starlings have so far 
not been published except in the German reports :— 

Vog. Rossitten No. 108 : marked in the nest on June 10th, 
1909, a t Lisden, near Wolmar, Livonia, Russia. Obtained 
about March 20th, 1911, a t Farnley, Yorkshire (Thienemann, 
Journal fur Omithologie, 1912, p . 160). 

Vog. Rossitten, No. 4116 : marked in the nest on June 10th, 
1911, a t Lisden, Livonia. Shot on December 26th, 1911, 
near Buckfast Abbey, south Devon (Thienemann, Journ. f. 
Orn., 1913, Sonderheft, p . 58). 

While on this subject it seems desirable to quote the 
references to similar cases : Starling marked in Denmark, 
1904, caught in East Lothian, March, 1906 (Mortensen, 
Dansk ornith. Forenings Tidsskrift, 1907, p . 152) ; marked 
in Denmark, October, 1911, and recovered in Norfolk, 
November, 1911 (British Birds, V., p . 187). 

The records of movements of birds marked in Britain in 
winter are most interesting when compared with the above. 
They are : the B.B. Berkshire to Finland record (antea, 
Vol. VI., p . 13), two Aberdeen University, Scotland to 
Arctic Norway records (antea, Vol. V., pp. 101, 129), and 
another here published for the first time :— 

Aberdeen Univ., No. 16479: caught and marked a t 
Edinburgh, March 18th, 1911. Recovered a t Vaerdalsoren, 
prov. Trondhjem, Norway, 5th April, 1913 (information 
in Sandzfjords Blad, 6.V.1913 : ring and fuller details sent 
later by Mr. A. M. Elstad). 

Further, there is a record of a Starling with a ring marked 
" U . S . Edinb. 102," obtained in Denmark in April, 1910, 
but never claimed (Ann. Scot. N.H., 1910, p . 248). 

A. LANDSBOROUGH THOMSON. 

LINNETS NESTING ON T H E GROUND. 

I N June, 1912, we found the nest of a Linnet (Carduelis c. 
cannabina) among the growth overhanging a small muddy 
creek in the neighbourhood of Port Victoria on the Kentish 
coast. The nest contained five eggs and was considerably 
below the level of the ground. Again this year, June, 1913, 
another nest containing five eggs was found by us within 
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a few yards of the same spot. In this ease the nest was on 
the ground in a bunch of similar tangle, and in both instances 
the bird was seen at the nest. CLIFFOBD BOEEEE. 

GEOEGE BAYNES. 
[Near the coast it is not uncommon to find Linnets breeding 

among the tussocks of coarse grass and among the sand-
dunes. References to cases of this kind will be found in 
the Zoologist, 1868, p. 1319 (Spurn Pt.) ; 1902, p. 60 (near 
Rye), and 1904, p. 250 (Littlestone). In the Birds of 
Kent, p. 156, it is stated that " at Littlestone and Camber 
it nests freely on the ground in the clumps of marram 
grass."—P.C.R.J.] 

COCK HOUSE-SPARROW ASSISTING TO INCUBATE. 
ON May 25th, 1913, I noticed a cock House-Sparrow (Passer 
A. domesticus) in a nest about six feet from the ground. 
Wondering if the bird was incubating or brooding, I caught 
it on the nest, and found that it had been incubating three 
eggs which were within about forty-eight hours of hatching. 
This is the first proof I have obtained of the cock House-
Sparrow helping to incubate, although I have known instances 
of brooding even when only part of the eggs were hatched. 

J. H. OWEN. 
[Although Naumann distinctly states (Vogel Miiteleuropas, 

III, p. 366) that the eggs are incubated by both sexes in turn, 
the experience of most naturalists is that the female is always 
found on the eggs. More observations are evidently needed 
on this point.—F.C.R.J.] 

RED-THROATED PIPITS IN SUSSEX. 
ON May 22nd, 1913, a couple of adult male Red-throated 
Pipits (Anthus cervinus) were obtained at Hooe, Sussex, and 
were examined by me in the flesh on May 23rd. The colour 
of the neck and breast was distinctly of a rusty-red, and the 
feathers on the back and rump had dark brown stripes, as 
described in Dr. N. P. Ticehurst's Birds of Kent. The under 
tail-coverts of one had brown stripes, but these were absent 
in the other specimen. H. W. FOED-LINDSAY. 

GOLDCREST NESTING IN NORTH ANGLESEY. 
As the Goldcrest (Regulus r. anglorum) had not at the 
date of publication of my Vertebrate Fauna of North Wales 
been identified as resident in North Anglesey, it may be 
worth noting that on May 14th, 1913, Mr. W. Glynne Edwards 
found a half-built nest in Llynnan Wood near Holyhead, 
and saw both the birds. On visiting the place three weeks 
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later he found the nest still incomplete, and as it was evidently 
deserted he cut it down and sent it to me for identification. 
I t is undoubtedly a Golderest's, and shows that the species 
is resident in North Anglesey to some small extent. Its 
scarcity there is due to the fact that there are hardly any 
woods in that district, whilst what woods there are, are of 
very small extent and contain few conifers such as the 
Goldcrest loves. H. E. FORREST. 

MISTLE-THRUSH REMOVING DEAD YOUNG. 
ON April 26th, 1910, shortly after 6 p.m., as I was leaning 
over the garden gate at Corsemalzie (Wigtownshire), a bird, 
which I thought at the moment was a Sparrow-Hawk, flew 
out of the wood beyond, carrying something in its feet. 
Coming on steadily it dropped its burden when about a foot 
above the ground, and alighted some ten yards from me on 
the grass. I saw then to my surprise that it was a Mistle-
Thrush (Turdns v. viacivorus). On catching sight of me 
it flew away, calling harshly. On going to the spot I found 
a dead young one some eight days old, and a short search 
in the wood whence the bird emerged revealed the nest in an 
old Scotch fir containing three live young of a like age. The 
old bird had flown some forty yards with the dead young 
one, and I think this considerable distance and the method of 
carrying are worthy of note. J. G. GORDON. 

WHINCHAT BREEDING IN CO. CORK. 
IN the Hand-List of British Birds recently published, certain 
Irish co-jnties are given as those in which the Whinchat 
(Saxicola r. rubetra) is reported to have bred, and among these 
Cork is not included. I t may therefore be of interest to place 
on record that I found a pair of these birds breeding, on 
May 15th, 1911, close to Loughaun Creek, on the south side 
of Bantry Bay in that county. The nest was not located, 
but the old birds were feeding young which were skulking 
in the herbage. The date is undoubtedly early for young 
Whinchats to be found out of the nest in this country. 
Stonechats also, at the same place and at the same time, 
had fully-fledged young. J. H. STENHOUSE. 

NEST OF WHINCHAT IN A CAN. 
ON May 16th, 1913, in Chatham Dockyard Extension, a 
wilderness of rough grass, bramble bushes, reedy ponds, 
deserted huts, and rubbish-heaps, I found the nest of a Whin-
chat (Saxicola r. rubetra) in an old can. As I approached 
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the place, I noticed a Whinchat flying across my path and a 
little later spied the nest. This contained six eggs slightly 
incubated. The hen returned and flew round quite close to 
me. The can, which had probably held paint at one time, 
was about a foot long, and was lying at the end of a collection 
of old iron articles of all kinds which had been dumped down 
at that place. There was a little herbage growing round it 
and it was slightly buried in the soil, but still the nest was 
easily discoverable by anyone walking by ; the cavity, how
ever, could not be seen into on account of its distance back. 
The nest had a foundation of moss and was made of 
grasses lined with finer grass and rootlets. Such a site for a 
Whinchat's nest is, I think, quite extraordinary. 

J. H. STENHOUSE. 

NIGHTINGALES IN SHROPSHIRE. 
THE present season has witnessed an influx of Nightingales 
(Luscinia m. magarhyncha) into localities in Shropshire 
where they do not occur regularly. I have located six pairs 
within a few miles of Shrewsbury—two at Betton, one at 
Bomere, one (or two) on Pulley Common, one at Hanwood, 
and one at Yockleton. These localities are in a line running 
east to west about three miles south of the county town. 
Pulley has often been favoured with similar visits before, 
but the other places only rarely. Another pair has been 
identified by Mr. Walter Marchant in a locality far from 
any known haunt of the Nightingale, namely at Weston Park, 
near Shifnal, the seat of Earl Bradford. The male was 
first heard about May 15th and sang regularly for nearly 
a month. It often sang by day close to some woodmen who 
were at work. On June 12th Mr. Marchant saw both the 
birds ; they came within ten yards or so, uttering the shrill 
purr which Nightingales make when the nest is approached. 
He had not time to search for the nest, but had not a doubt 
that there was one in the plantation where the birds lived. 
The above is the only instance of the species occurring in 
north-east Shropshire that has come under my notice during 
the twenty years I have kept the county records. 

H. E. FORREST. 

CUCKOO DEPOSITING EGG AMONG INCUBATED EGGS. 
ON June 4th, 1913, during the annual outing of the Felsted 
School Scientific Society, an egg of a Cuckoo (Cuculus c. 
canorus) was found in the nest of a Reed-Warbler (Acro-
cephalus s. streperus) at Diss in Norfolk. The Cuckoo's 
egg was practically fresh (not infertile or addled) while the 
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three Reed-Warbler's eggs were not far from hatching. I 
had a case in 1910 of a Cuckoo depositing an egg in a Hedge-
Sparrow's nest which I had under observation, three days 
after the Hedge-Sparrow had begun to sit. The Hedge-
Sparrow had five eggs and the Cuckoo removed two when 
she inserted her own. J . H. OWEN. 

LITTLE OWL BREEDING IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
As the Little Owl (Athene n. noctua) does not seem to have 
been yet recorded as breeding in Nottinghamshire, it is 
worth noting that my son took a young bird just able to 
fly and two eggs, very slightly incubated, on May 12th, 1913, 
at Gonalston. They were in a hole in a tree about three feet 
from the ground. CHAS. E. PBAESON. 

LARGE CLUTCHES OF EGGS OP TAWNY OWL. 
THE Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain's remark that sets of five eggs 
of the Tawny Owl are quite rare (cf. antea, p. 18), will doubt
less bring to light further records of large clutches, and in this 
connexion the following particulars of the nesting of this 
bird mav be of interest:— 

Date, 
12 March, 
18 
17 
19 

15 

Locality. 
1904 
1905 
1900 
1907 

1908 

Kent 

No. 
in 

. of eggs 
clutch. Position. 

5 
4 
5 
4 

4 

Nesting-barrel No. 1 
„ 2 
,. 3 

Hollow elm-branch, 
open to the sky. 

Nesting-barrel No. 3. 

All the above nests were within a radius of 150 yards, 
and I believe that they belonged to the same pair of birds. 

The clutch found in 1904 was laid within three weeks from 
the time the barrel was placed in the tree. 

In one year, when the first eggs were disturbed, a second 
clutch was produced, and I subsequently saw, on several 
occasions, one of the old birds accompanied by five owlets. 

At another time I found what I believe to be the same hen-
bird on her eggs. She was in a long, horizontal hole in a 
walnut-tree, and as this bird was a particularly close sitter, 
I could only count the eggs by slipping my hand beneath her. 
She certainly had four eggs and may have had five, but the 
length of the nesting-hole prevented my ascertaining definitely. 
The bird sat with her head towards the entrance of the nesting-
hole, and whilst I was endeavouring to count her eggs, she 
constantly " nibbled" my bare arm with her beak, much 
in the same manner as a tame parrot will sometimes display 
affection. 
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I t will be noticed that this bird seldom occupied the same 
nesting-site twice : a fact that may be due to the Jackdaws, 
which were most persistent intruders and whose nests I some
times omitted to remove from the Owls' nesting-sites. 

EDWARD EAELE. 

fit is characteristic of the Tawny Owl not to use the same 
site in consecutive years, as long as other nesting-places are 
available for the purpose. When breeding-places are scarce 
the same hole may be occupied year after year.—F.C.R.J. ] 

TUFTED DUCK BREEDING IN ESSEX. 
ON June 11th, 1913,1 found the nest of a Tufted Duck (Nyroca 
fuligula) containing eight eggs at Walthamstow Reservoirs. 
The nest was situated on the bank of one of the reservoirs 
in the midst of long, dense grass. Although for some years 
my friends and I have searched this ground this is the first 
nest we have found, but we have previously seen two broods 
of young birds. 

Considerable numbers of both sexes of this duck frequent 
these reservoirs through the whole year. On June 16th 
I counted eighty-seven, male and female, on one reservoir 
alone and, as one would expect, the number is augmented 
in winter. 

The presence of these ducks throughout the breeding-
season is somewhat of a mystery, as apparently very few 
breed, for we have found only one nest and two broods of 
young birds ; moreover the females may be seen in company 
with the males when incubation should be taking place. 
The question arises, are nearly all these birds sterile ? I 
should be interested to hear if other colonies of the Tufted 
Duck are know to be similarly affected, and if so, what the 
explanation is. WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

FULMAR PETREL BREEDING IN CO. KERRY. 
THE rapid extension southwards of the breeding-range of 
the Fulmar Petrel (Fulmarus g. glacialis) is exemplified 
by its occurrence this year on the Great Skellig (seven hundred 
and ten feet high) off co. Kerry, latitude about 51 ° 48'. The 
Lightkeeper, Mr. McGinley, on May 26th, 1913, reported 
twelve pairs breeding, and desiring corrobation I wrote for 
one egg, which I have received to-day, June 24th. 

RlCHAKD M. B A B E I N G T O K . 

[For notes on the first breeding of the Fulmar Petrel in 
Ireland, see Vol. V., p. 141, and Vol. VI., p. 165.—EDS.] 
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GREY PLOVER IN THE OUTER HEBRIDES. 
O K June 10th, 1913, while bird-watching off the island of 
Eilean Mor, in the Outer Hebrides, the weather being fine 
and settled and the wind north-westerly, I saw a Grey 
Plover (Squatarola squatarola), in adult-plumage. 

MAUD I). HAVILAND. 

[The Grey Plover has been very rarely recorded at any 
season from the Outer Hebrides.—EDS.] 

LAPWING'S NEST WITH FIVE EGGS. 
ON March 12th, 1913, 1 found a nest of a Lapwing (Vanellus 
vanellus), containing five eggs, near Oswestry, Shropshire. 
This is only the second time I have seen five in a nest. Four 
of the eggs were placed in the usual manner and the fifth 
at a corner of the square. By the colour and markings I 
•should say all the eggs were laid by the same bird. 

J. H. OWEN. 
[Clutches of five in the case of the Lapwing have been so 

frequently recorded, that the fact may be regarded as definitely 
proved. Besides the two cases mentioned above, other 
instances will be found in the Zoologist, 1887, pp. 267 and 349 ; 
1906, p. 316 ; and British Birds, Vol. II., p. 136, etc. I have 
also seen nine c,Iutehes of five eggs in private collections, 
which are not recorded above. Although the similarity in 
markings in many of these cases points to their having been 
laid by the same bird, and in one case at least one egg was 
a dwarf, the best evidence that one female may occasionally 
lay five eggs is contained in a notice of a clutch of five eggs, 
all of which were abnormally small, mentioned in the Record 
of the Caradoc and Severn Valley Field Club for 1901. Nests 
with six eggs are far rarer, and in this case are probably due 
to two hens laying in the same nest. One instance is 
referred to in the Record just mentioned for the year 1902, 
and 1 have seen another in a private collection.— F. C. R. 
•JOXJBDArN.] 

NEST-MAKING BY LAPWINGS. 
ALTHOUGH the method of nest-building by the Lapwing 
has doubtless been recorded before, the following observations 
which I made of a pair actually engaged in making their 
nest may be worth noting. They had chosen a grass-field. 
The actual spot selected was stripped bare of grass (presumably 
by the birds, as many bits of dead grass lay all round) and 
both cock and hen assisted in making a depression by clearing 
the earth away by scraping and pecking. I t was then 
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neatly rounded off, by the hen only, by means of pressing 
her breast into the hollow and turning constantly round and 
round, always from left to right. She was still turning 
when I disturbed her. The unfinished nest on examination 
proved to be fully an inch and a half in depth. The birds 
were not far from where I lay concealed behind a hedge; 
and as I was using Ross glasses of 12 power, their every 
movement was perfectly clear, and the longer crest of the 
male very noticeable. LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

SPOTTED SANDPIPERS IN SUSSEX. 
OK May 23rd, 1913. I was shown a specimen of the Spotted 
Sandpiper (Tringa macularia) which had been shot the pre
vious day at Pevensey Sluice, Sussex. • I t was a male in full 
summer-plumage. Another specimen which accompanied it 
was not obtained until May 24th, and proved to be a female. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

REDSHANK NESTING IN SOMERSET. 
I FOUND the nest of a Redshank (Tringa totanus) with eggs 
on May 25th, 1913, by the side of a large pond in a certain 
spot under the Mendip Hills in Somerset. I am not aware 
that there is any positive record of the nesting of the Redshank 
in Somerset, although it has been suspected of doing so. 

D. MUNRO SMITH. 
[TheRev. P. L. Blathwayt (Vict. Hist, of Somerset, I., p. 159} 

says : " I have evidence that a pair have nested quite recently 
on Steart Island, and it seems probable that the bird 
occasionally nests elsewhere in the county."—EDS.]. 

BLACK TERN IN THE OUTER HEBRIDES. 
ON May 31st, 1913, while watching birds round the coast of 
Eilean Mor in the Outer Hebrides, I saw a Black Tern 
(Hydrochelidon n. nigra) flying in a westerly direction. I was 
within sixty yards of the bird which was flying low down 
against a strong wind. I went down to the end of the 
promontory off which I had last seen it, and waited some 
time, but it did not re-appear. A few minutes later, on 
returning to the spot where I had seen the bird, I saw a 
second Black Tern flying in the same direction as the other 
had done. I had a good look at it through x 8 glasses, and 
even attempted a snapshot with a reflex camera that I had 
in my hand, but the result is unfortunately too small to be 
worth anything. The light was good there being brilliant 
sunshine, but a violent south-west gale was blowing. The 
previous day we had a storm of wind and rain from the 
same quarter. I am inclined to think that there were 
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two birds, and that it was not a case of seeing the same 
bird twice. MAUD D. HAVILAHD. 

[The Black Tern has not been previously recorded from 
either the Outer or Inner Hebrides.—EDS.] 

CASPIAN TERN IN SUSSEX. 
A FINE example of the Caspian Tern {Sterna tschegrava) was 
obtained in Rye Bay on June 4th, 1913. It was no doubt 
attracted into the bay by the very large shoals of mackerel 
which could be seen on the surface of the water. 

I examined it in the flesh on June 5th, and it proved to be 
a male in full summer-plumage. The bill was a bright coral 
red; legs and feet, blackish; extreme width of wings, 
4 ft. 2 | in. ; length from point of bill to end of tail, 1 ft. 9 in., 
weight, 25 ounces. I t had been feeding on mackerel. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULLS 
IN NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK. 

1 AM able to place on record at least two definite occurrences 
of the Scandinavian Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus / . 
fuscus) on the east coast. The first one I identified in 
the Rev. Julian Tuck's collection, an adult in full summer-
plumage which he shot about August 22nd, 1881, at Aldeburgh, 
Suffolk ; the second is in the possession of Mr. Saunders ot 
Yarmouth, and was shot, so he informs me, on Yarmouth 
beach on May 30th, 1887. I am fairly certain that I have 
seen this race here at Lowestoft during the autumn migration 
on more than one occasion. 

Although Howard Saunders in his Manual writes of the 
Lessor Black-backed Gull as a resident, in my experience 
on the Sussex, Kent, and Suffolk coasts it is entirely a spring 
and autumn bird of passage, and during nearly twenty years 
I have never seen one in winter for certain. If there are 
parts of Britain, as I have been told, where it occurs in winter, 
it would be interesting to know to which race the birds belong. 
Perhaps some other readers will give their experiences of the 
status of this bird. CLAUD B. TICEHUEST. 

ALBINISTIC LAPWING.—On May 24th, 1913, in the Outer 
Hebrides, I observed an albinistic Lapwing (Vanellus 
vanelhts) nesting among half a dozen normal pairs. The bird, 
which was a hen, was mated to a normally-coloured bird 
and had young. Her crest and throat and the tips of the 
primaries were black, and the tail-coverts, bill and feet were 
coloured as usual, but the rest of the plumage was of a very 
pale grey.—MAUD D. HAVILAND. 
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