
LETTERS 
SUPPOSED LITTLE BITTERN IN SHROPSHIRE. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—For exactly a fortnight—May 14th to 27th, 1913— 
a mysterious bird was heard calling from the marshy border of Betton 
Pool, near Shrewsbury. Cartwright, the keeper, an observant man, 
who is familiar with the notes of all the ordinary water-fowl (which 
resort to the pool in considerable variety) reported it to me as something 
•entirely different from any bird-note he had ever heard. I went 
down there several times, and on one occasion (23rd) was fortunate 
•enough to hear the bird call repeatedly. This was between 9 and 10 
p.m. The note sounded like " Cuc-cuc-cuc-cuc-gwrr" ; the last 
syllable drawn out and guttural in tone. The number of " c u e s " 
varied from three to five. The call was fairly loud, but the long final 
note the loudest, so tha t at a distance this alone would be audible. 
The bird seldom began till dark, bu t on two days it began about 8 p.m. 
I t often kept calling intermittently all night long. On the 25th, 
Cartwright and I went with the punt and searched carefully the marshy 
•covert where it seemed to stay ; first silently and then trying various 
stratagems to alarm it and make it take wing. All in vain, however, 
and the bird finally disappeared without anyone having had even a 
glimpse of it. The last time it was heard was on the night of May 27th. 
I have searched all my available ornithological works, and can find 
only one species that at all answers to the description—the Little 
Bittern (Ardetta minuia). I should be glad of suggestions from other 
•ornithologists, especially any who may have had actual acquaintance 
with the Little Bittern in other countries. I may add that the species 
is known to have occurred six times in Shropshire. 

H. E. FORREST. 

SHREWSBURY, June 3rd, 1913. 

[The note of the Little Bittern seems to me to bear a very close 
resemblance to the noise made by a man driving a pile with a wooden 
mallet. Generally about three blows seem to be given at short intervals, 
.and then a pause takes place before the noise is renewed.—F.C.R.J.] 
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SMALL CLUTCHES OF EGGS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIKS,—At the beginning of the nesting-season I was struck with 

the " shortness " of the clutches laid by birds this year, and have 

since made a note of the contents of nests I have found, with the 

following, to me, remarkable results. All the nests Were watched 

for some time and the clutches are all complete. 

Bird. 
Rook 

Thrush 

Blackbird 

Redbreast 

Stonechat 

Herring-Gull 

Hedge-Sparrow . . 

Lapwing 

Chaffinch 

Chiffchaff 

Willow-Warbler . . 

Magpie 

Yellow Bunting . . 

House-Sparrow . . 

Wren 

Swallow 

Bullfinches, 
Whitethroats and 
Lesser Whitethroats 

Number c 

7 

— 

— 

11 

4 

— 
— 
— 

14 

2 

6 

3 

5 

— 

4 

4 

— 

/ Neats. Eggs in Clutch. 
Four each. 

Never more than four ; several 
three. 

Never more than four ; several 
three ; two of two. 

Two of five ; two of three ; 
remainder four. 

One of five ; one of four ; two 
of three. 

Mostly two ; several only one. 

Four in each. 

More threes than fours ; three 
one only. 

One of five, four of three ; 
iemainder fours. 

Five and four. 

One of six ; two of five ; three 
of four. 

Two of four ; one of one only. 

Four of three ; one of two. 

One only of five ; remainder 
fours or threes. 

Ono of six ; one of five ; one 
of four ; one of three. 

One of four ; three of three. 

All fives. 

I t is a matter cf universal complaint among the local farmers and 

others that hens and ducks, especially the latter, are all laying very 

" short." The figures taken as a w^iole eeem so very much below 

the average, that I thought they might be worth recording. 

LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 
BEER, DEVON\ 
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THE SINGING OF BIRDS ON MIGRATION. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIKDS. 

S I R S , — I can quite bear out Mr. Headley's experience tha t some 
birds sing while on migration, and surely the autumn-song of the 
Willow-Warbler and Chiffchaff heard in places where they are 
undoubtedly halting on migration, must be familiar to most field-
ornithologists. The Golden Oriole I have heard singing in Egypt 
during a halt on migration in spring. The Rufous Warbler of course 
is a spring-visitor t o the Nile Delta, breeding abundantly there, and 
not, so far as I am aware, wintering there. 

CLAUDE B. TIOBHUKST. 

LOWESTOFT, June 22nd, 1913. 
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