
TOTES 
CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN SUFFOLK FOR THE 

FOURTH YEAR IN SUCCESSION. 

IT is gratifying to see Mr. C. S. Meares's note on th 
Crossbill (Loxia c. curvirostra) breeding in Shropshire an 
Norfolk (British Birds, Vol. VI., p. 371), and to find that i 
has also bred in Surrey (Countryside, Vol. V., p. 387). Ther 
can be no doubt as to the authenticity of the latter record 
as the time, position and materials of the nest are quit 
typical. The above records, in conjunction with m; 
experience given below, further strengthens my contentio: 
that the Crossbill must now be ranked as a resident breeding 
species in England. 

On January 20th, 1913, I received information of Cross 
bills having been seen in three separate parts of Suffolk 
all apparently paired, one flock of sixteen, one of eight, am 
one of four. On March 15th young birds were seen. 
accordingly paid a visit to the district on March 16th, am 
though I spent two whole days in search of the birds I did no 
see or hear one; but I found in two widely separated part 
plenty of evidence of Crossbills in the form of very recentl; 
worked pine-cones. Just after my visit I received informatioi 
of a nest with four eggs. Unfortunately I was unable ti 
go and inspect the nest in situ, but both nest and eggs wer 
forwarded to me for inspection, which left no doubt as t< 
the authenticity, both being quite typical. This nest wa 
situated in a Scotch pine, nine feet only from the grouni 
and on the side of a high road. When the nest wa 
visited a second time the bird was on and refused to leav 
the tree. 

In conversation with a keeper whom I had not previously 
met, I was informed that Crossbills were seen every autumi 
during the game-driving; he knew the birds quite well. 

P. F. BTOYABD 

[With reference to the Countryside record quoted above 
it should be stated that the birds were apparently not seen 
and that the eggs are merely described as being very mucl 
like those of a Greenfinch. Apparently no comparison o 
either nest or eggs was made.—H.F.W.] 

p 
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CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN SHROPSHIRE. 

WITH reference to the Crossbill's nest at Grinshill, described 
by Mr. C. S. Meares in Vol. VI., p. 371, I may add that 
I subsequently paid two visits to the locality. On the 
first occasion, although I saw no Crossbills at the nest, 
I heard two males singing. One of them was very excited, 
and presently he came flying overhead and alighted in a 
tall fir tree in full view; he was joined almost immediately 
by a hen bird, and they were evidently about to pair when 
something alarmed them and both flew off into the wood 
out of sight. This pair was evidently about to nest, and 
as there was another male singing, and the nest found by 
Mr. Meares, it is probable that at least two, if not three 
pairs, nested in this wood at Grinshill. H. E. FORREST. 

PIRECRESTS IN KENT. 

IN 1906, I recorded in the Zoologist the appearance of a 
pair of Firecrests (Begulus i. ignicapillus) at Tunbridge Wells, 
where they remained at one spot from March 3rd (or earlier) 
till April 2nd. For several years afterwards I looked for 
them in the same place during the winter, but latterly 
I had not looked very specially, although I think they would 
hardly have escaped my observation if they had been present 
any winter or spring. On December 20th, 1912, I found 
a pair at exactly the same spot, and they were to be seen 
there until January 10th, 1913. On January 17th I could not 
see them, and after that time they were not seen again, 
although Miss Turner looked for them once or twice in late 
January and February, and I spent some hours there in early 
March on several days. I t seems clear that they cannot 
have stayed as late as the birds seen in 1906. 

I am not prepared to give an opinion on the possibility 
of these birds being the same as in 1906. As a rule, I be
lieve those birds which migrate to their winter-quarters singly 
or in pairs, return to the same place annually to a greater 
extent than those which are more gregarious in winter. 
But as far as I have been able to judge from a good deal 
of observation in this district, the conditions of a particular 
year have some influence on the amount of migration under
taken ; so that it seems to me not inconceivable that a pair 
of Firecrests might winter further east or west for six years 
and then come again to a place which they had visited seven 
years before. On the other hand, if they were the same birds, 
I am surprised that they did not stay till approximately 
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the same time. Indeed, I find it almost equally difficult 
to believe either that they were or that they were not the 
same birds. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

WOOD-WARBLER IN NORTHERN SUTHERLAND. 
The Hand-List of British Birds gives the Wood-Warblei 
(Phylloscopus s. sibilatrix) as very rare north of south-east 
Sutherland and west of Lairg, so that it may be of interest 
to record that one was frequently heard singing in June 
this year, 1913, in a birch-wood by the side of Loch Hope, 
which is in the extreme north of Sutherland and decidedly 
west of Lairg. G. BROOKSBANK. 

CURIOUS SITE FOR NEST OF NIGHTINGALE. 
I WAS shown a few days ago, in the garden of a neighbour, 
the nest from which a brood of young Nightingales (Luscinia 
m. megarhyncha) had just flown. It was placed under the 
eaves of a shed, about five feet nine inches from the ground, 
partly in a hole in the wall and partly in the jasmine which 
grew up it. I had previously repeatedly seen and heard the 
Nightingales in the garden, and had talked to the gardener 
about them, asking him to let me know if he found the nest. 
Unfortunately my friend, the owner, was away for a fortnight 
or so when the nest was found, and the birds often seen 
feeding the young in the nest. During his absence I did 
not visit the garden, nor did the gardener think to come 
and tell me that he had found the nest. My friend returned 
home the day after the young left the nest, and told me about 
it. The gardener and a maid, who had seen the old birds 
feeding the young, and watched them leading the young 
away from the nest, pointed out the birds they had seen, 
which were Nightingales. The gardener is a sensible man, 
who knows the common birds of the neighbourhood well. 
The nest was a large structure of moss, hair, etc., and large 
numbers of oak leaves. WALTER B. NICHOLS. 

CUCKOOS AND THE STRUGGLE FOR 
BREEDING-TERRITORY. 

THE struggle for existence in bird-life as expressed in the 
acquisition of breeding-territory, has been a subject that has 
interested me for many years, and the significance of this 
first step towards reproduction is well established. Recently 
I have had opportunities of observing the behaviour of the 
Cuckoo (Guculus c. canorus) from this point of view, and find 
that the law of breeding-territory plays an important part 
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in its sexual life also. Apart from the general question of 
fitness which this struggle implies—fitness not only physical 
but psychical, as expressed in the disposition to secure as 
well as to defend—we can see in many cases that this territorial 
instinct is beneficial: in the smaller species for instance, 
where an adequate supply of food is ensured for the helpless 
offspring, or in cliff-breeding species where without a small 
ledge or position on a ledge, reproduction would be impossible. 
But in the case of a bird with such peculiar instincts as the 
Cuckoo, it is not easy to indicate the precise direction in which 
an advantage lies. I t seems to me, however, that it may be 
of use indirectly as a means of preventing the risk of the female 
depositing more than one egg in the same nest. Why she does 
not do so, why she does not repeat a profitable piece of 
experience, has always been a mystery to me; for it must 
be manifest to anyone who studies the behaviour of the lower 
animals, how strong a tendency exists towards repetition. 
Some piece of behaviour, trifling perhaps in itself, is repeated 
day after day under similar circumstances. Observe the 
daily routine of any bird—notice the manner in which the 
same tree, the same twig in fact, is made use of for a certain 
purpose, the same spot resorted to for food or for the collecting 
of nesting-material, the same lines of flight taken—and it 
will be apparent how important a role association plays in 
the psychology of birds. Now, the Cuckoo finds, with how 
much, effort we cannot say, a nest wherein to deposit her egg. 
Having passed through this profitable and pleasurable piece 
of experience, is it unreasonable to suppose that, if she remained 
in the same locality and were again called upon to deal with 
her egg, the experience of the previous occasion would be 
chosen for repetition. I do not think so, judging from the 
behaviour of other species. How then is this risk averted ? 
The females are said by competent observers to be polyan-
drous, and my own experience tends to confirm this view; 
the males are in excess and the females—are nomads wandering 
from territory to territory, though perhaps only within 
a certain radius. I have indeed been much impressed with 
the fact that the males, though collecting round the first 
female that arrives, and following her temporarily beyond 
the confines of their territories, yet seem loth later to desert 
their territories even though she passes through and is clearly 
in sight. So that in the combination of these two facts, that 
is to say polyandry and the law of breeding-territory, we 
have, I believe, an efficient safeguard; for if there were 
no law of territory a number of males would follow 
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and collect round a single female, and there would be 
no inducement for her to extend her wanderings beyond 
a comparatively small area of ground; and if on the 
other hand monogamy prevailed, her sphere of influence 
would again be limited since, according to the law which 
obtains amongst other species, she would confine herself 
strictly to the territory of her mate, a forty odd acres or so 
of land. If anyone can supply me with information bearing 
directly upon this aspect of Cuckoo-behaviour, or upon the 
question of breeding-territory generally in any direction in 
animal-life, I shall be grateful. H. ELIOT HOWARD. 

[Mr. Howard's suggestion that the female Cuckoos are 
"nomads wandering from territory to territory, though 
perhaps only within a certain radius," does not seem to derive 
support from the series of facts recorded by Dr. Rey. 
Unfortunately he does not appear to have published details 
with regard to the extent of range of each female, or how 
far their territories overlap. I t is, however, clear from 
a study of his catalogue that complete series of eggs from 
several hens can be obtained from a very limited district. 
According to these tables as many as three or four hens 
may lay in one district, but it does not follow that their 
boundaries overlap, and the fact that it is unusual to find 
more than one Cuckoo's egg in a nest tends to prove the 
contrary, while instances of three Cuckoos depositing eggs 
in the same nest are extremely rare. 

As an example of Dr. Rey's work we may extract the 
following : District III . comprised only 28 hectares, yet in 
1891 series of 8 and 7 eggs from two different hens were 
obtained within these limits, and in no case did the two hens 
make use of the same foster-parents.—-F. C. R. JOIXRDALN.] 

LITTLE OWL BREEDING IN ESSEX. 
WHILE staying at Finchingfield in Essex on June 25th, 1913, 
I saw a pair of Little Owls (Athene n. noclua) and one young 
one. The old birds fed the young one, which was sitting 
on some iron railings and appeared to be full grown. It 
flew easily when disturbed. CECILY J. GURNEY. 

[The Little Owl was first recorded as breeding in Essex 
by Mr. J. H. Owen, in Volume VI., p. 63, but it had been 
observed in the county even as far back as 1903.—EDS.] 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK IN KENT. 
ON May 21st, 1913, Miss Turner and I had a good opportunity 
of watching a Ferruginous Duck (Nyroca nyroca) on a " fleet" 
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in Romney Marsh. It was a drake, not quite in full breeding-
plumage. It appears from The Birds of Kent that there 
are only one or two previous records for Kent. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

INCUBATION-PERIOD OP THE COMMON 
SANDPIPER. 

ON May 27th, 1913, at 7 p.m., on the north side of Morecambt 
Bay, I found a nest of a Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypoleuca] 
containing four eggs, on which the bird was sitting closely 
The nest was visited on and off until June 17th, this being 
the last night when the nest contained eggs, the bird oi] 
every occasion sitting very close and allowing approach 
to within two to three feet. At 7 p.m., on June 18th, the 
nest was empty save for a few minute pieces of eggshell. 
and the parent birds—which up to this time had not 
been heard—were anxiously calling and running about. It 
was not until June 21st, however, that the young were 
discovered. 

Not counting May 27th—although the nest quite probablj 
contained the full clutch of eggs the day before—and 
including June 17th, on which night the eggs were still in 
the nest, the incubation-period in this case was at the least 
twenty-one days, and may even have been twenty-three days, 

As some works give " about fourteen days " as the period, 
is not the present case unusual ? H. B. TTTRNEY. 

[Mr. W. Evans (Ibis, 1891, p. 81) states that an egg in an 
incubator hatched on the twenty-second day, which agrees 
with the above observation. Naumann, however, gives twc 
weeks as the period.—EDS.] 

GULL-BILLED TERNS IN SUSSEX. 

SEVERAL specimens of the Gull-billed Tern (Sterna n. nilotica) 
were reported to me whilst staying at Pett, Sussex, as having 
been seen along the coast, being " mobbed" by Lessei 
Terns. I was not fortunate enough to see any on the wing. 
as they seemed to keep more to the eastward. However, 
it was not long before they were discovered, with the result 
that a male was shot on June 18th, 1915, a female on the 
21st, and another male on the 23rd. I only saw one in the 
flesh, but the other two were seen by Mr. Ruskin Butterfield, 
and there is no question about their being of the same 
species. All three were obtained near Winchelsea, and as far 
as I can ascertain none have been seen since in the locality. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 
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COMMON TERNS BREEDING IN ESSEX. 

A SMALL colony of Common Terns {Sterna hirundo) has, this 
year, settled on some saltings in north-east Essex. On 
June 5th, 1913, in company with Mr. Jones and his son, 
the owners of the shooting rights over the land, I inspected 
the colony. We found sixteen nests, and reckoned that 
about twenty pairs were nesting in the area, with about 
the same number of Black-headed Gulls. The nests were 
scattered over a considerable area, but we found at one 
place three Terns' nests and a Redshank's within a radius of 
five yards. At the date of our visit we found only one chick 
hatched. 

Mr. Jones has done his utmost to preserve the birds from 
molestation. 

Mr. Miller Christy informs me that he has no record of 
Common Terns breeding in the county for many years. 

WALTER B. NICHOLS. 

MOORHEN'S DOUBLE NEST BUILT INTO ONE. 

ALTHOUGH there are a good many records of Moorhens 
(Gallinula ch. chloropus) building up their nests after the 
eggs have been laid, the following rather curious circumstance 
is, we think, worth relating. On May 4th, 1913, we found 
at the Mull of Galloway a Moorhen's nest of normal shape 
and size, containing six eggs, and touching it (but not actually 
joined to it) another nest with one egg. This second nest 
appeared to be unfinished, and was only some two or three 
inches high. The nests were placed on the muddy bank 
of a small burn, under some trees. We did not visit the 
nests again until May 7th, and meanwhile, on May 6th, 
there had been much rain and the burn was overflowing 
its banks at a good many points. On May 7th we found 
that the small unfinished nest had been built up on to the 
normal nest. The new nest-cup thus made only contained 
four eggs, but on investigation we found that two eggs were 
lying in the mud near the nest, and two others were buried 
in the middle of the nest itself, just where its original " cup " 
was situated. On May 4th there were seven eggs altogether 
(six in the normal and one in the unfinished nest), so that 
the bird had been able by some means to bring three of 
these on to the new " storey," though four had been lost 
in the process. The nest was certainly in danger of being 
flooded, but it was not actually touched by the water. 

J. G. GORDON. 
H. F. WITHERBY. 
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COOTS AND MOORHENS LAYING I N T H E 
SAME NEST. 

As I do not remember to have seen any record of a Coot 
(Fulica a. atra) and a Moorhen (Gallinida ch. chloropus) or 
two Coots laying in the same nest, t he following observations 
may prove of in teres t : On May 8th, 1909, I found a nest 
containing five Coot's eggs and one Moorhen's egg, and on 
April 13th, 1913, I found one with seven Coot's eggs and 
one Moorhen's egg; both these nests could only be reached 
by wading, and had certainly not been interfered with. In 
the former case the Coot's eggs were all of one type, but 
in the second, one was quite different from the others; also 
this egg was fresh,.whilst the other Coot's and the Moorhen's 
eggs were well incubated, showing tha t a second Coot had 
laid an egg some t ime after the first Coot and the Moorhen 
had laid. A third instance is of two Coots laying together ; 
this nest, containing one egg, I found on April 5th, 1912, 
and by April 14th i t contained eleven eggs ; the short period 
of t ime t ha t had elapsed suggested tha t these were the 
produce of two birds, and this was proved by the fact 
t ha t there were two distinctly different types of eggs in 
the nest. 

These three instances, occurring on two pools within half 
a mile of each other, suggest tha t i t is not infrequent for 
Coots and Moorhens to lay indiscriminately in nests of the 
former species. A. GEOFFREY ' L E I G H . 

[Although i t is well known among field-ornithologists tha t 
Coots and Moorhens, like ducks and game-birds, will lay in 
each other's nests, standard works seem to omit mention of 
the fac t .—EDS.] 

H A W F I N C H IN SUTHERLAND.—Mr. F . G. Gunnis reports 
(Scot. Nat., 1913, p . 160) t ha t a male Coccothraustes c. 
coccothraustes was caught in a garden a t Brora on May 8th, 
1913. As there is no evidence of breeding we must regard 
this as a straggler. 

MEALY REDPOLLS IN WIGTOWNSHIRE.—Mr. J . G. Gordon 
states (Scot. Nat., 1913, p . 115) tha t he saw three Mealy 
Redpolls (Carduelis linaria ? subsp.) on December 2nd, 1912, 
a t Corsemalzie. The bird is rare in the west. 

SYKES'S WAGTAIL I N SCOTLAND.—Mr. W. Eagle Clarke 
announces (Scot. Nat., 1913, p . 153) t ha t an adult male 
Blue-headed Wagtail which he obtained in Fair Isle on 
May 18th, 1910, proves to be a specimen of Motacillaf. beema. 
On first obtaining i t Mr. Clarke had thought i t was nothing 
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more than a pale example of the typical form, but on 
re-examination of his Fair Isle collections he finds it to be 
a specimen of this very pale-headed eastern form which 
has occurred only once before in the British Isles, viz. in 
Sussex in April, 1898. 

GREY-HEADED WAGTAIL AT THE I S L E OF MAY.—The 
Misses Rintoul and Baxter record (Scot. Nat., 1913, p . 160) 
the occurrence of a female Motacilla f. thunbergi (regularly 
observed on migration a t Fair Isle and very seldom 
elsewhere) on the Isle of May on May 16th, 1913. 

W H I T E WAGTAILS IN SOUTH-EAST IRELAND.-—Professor 
C. J . Pa t ten notes (Irish Nat., 1913, p . 124) tha t out of 
twenty-one Wagtails obtained a t the Tuskar Rock in the 
autumns of 1911 and 1912 and spring of 1912, fifteen were 
Motacilla a. alba and only six M. a. lugubris. This shows 
tha t t he White Wagtail passes through in considerable 
numbers, but the proportions are probably accidental, as I 
observed in the autumn of 1911 a t Rosslare (on the mainland 
opposite the Tuskar) very large numbers of Pied Wagtails 
migrating and only a few White.—H.F.W. 

CONTINENTAL REDBREAST AND SONG-THRUSH IN H A D 
DINGTONSHIRE.—Mr. W. Evans records (Scot. Nat., 1913, 
p. 141) the occurrence of a specimen of Dandalus r. rubecula 
at Skateraw and a specimen of Turdus ph. philomelus 
at Barnsness on October 26th, 1912. There are as yet 
few records of these races from the mainland of Scotland 
(cf. Vol. V., p . 319). 

HOOPOE IN FIEESHLRE.—Mr. D. J . Balfour Kirke records 
(Scot. Nat, 1913, p . 116) tha t a male Upupa e. epops was 
shot near Kirkcaldy on September 25th, 1912. 

CUCKOO REARED IN STARLING'S NEST.—Mr. Harold J . 
Selby writes in the Field, June 14th, 1913, tha t on June 1st 
he found two fully-fledged Starlings (Sturnus v. vulgaris) 
and a young Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) in a nest in the 
thatched roof of a deserted farm-building on Cleeve Hill, 
Gloucestershire. All three birds fluttered out of the nest 
under the thatch when Mr. Selby p u t his hand into the 
nest. The Starling is included in Mr. E . Bidwell's later 
list of foster-parents and also in Dr. E . Rey's list, but no 
particulars are given in either case. Probably both refer 
to a Continental record, as I am not aware t ha t any previous 
instance is known of the Starling being adopted as a foster-
parent in the British Isles. I t is unusual, though not 
unprecedented, for the young of the foster-parent to be 
reared as well as the young Cuckoo.—F.C.R.J. 
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ICELAND FALCON IN THE OUTER HEBRIDES.—Mr. W. L. 
MacGillivray records (Scot. Nat, 1913, p. 141) that a disabled 
Iceland Falcon (Falco r. islandicus) was seen on Barra on 
March 31st, 1913, and was picked up dead the next day. 
Mr. MacGillivray is wrong in stating that this is the first 
record for the Outer Hebrides, as several have been previously 
obtained. 

GREENLAND FALCONS IN IRELAND AND SCOTLAND.—Mr. R. 
Warren records (Zool., 1913, p. 155) that a specimen of 
Falco r. candicans was shot on Bartragh Island, co. Mayo, 
on March 2nd, 1913, and that another was seen (t.c, p. 231) 
at the same place on May 4th. Mr. S. Armstrong records 
(Field, 19.IV.13, p. 772) the shooting of another at Dungiven, 
co. Derry, on April 13th. 

Mr. W. Eagle Clarke states (Scot. Nat., 1913, p. 116) 
that an adult male obtained at Unst, Shetland, on March 15th, 
1913, and an adult female caught on Colonsay on March 31st, 
have recently been received by the Royal Scottish Museum. 
Mr. W. L. MacGillivray also records (t.c, p. 141) that he saw 
a Greenland Falcon on February 21st and another on 
March 24th at Barra (Outer Hebrides). 

HONEY-BUZZARD IN SHETLAND.—An adult specimen of 
Pernis a. apivorus was seen at Lerwick, Unst, on May 25th, 
1913, and brought to Dr. J. Edmonston Saxby on the 28th 
(Scot. Nat, 1913, p. 161). 

INCREASE OP FULMAR PETREL IN CAITHNESS.—Dr. J. A. 
Harvie-Brown announces (Scot. Nat., 1913, p. 141) that he 
hears from Mr. Lewis Dunbar that the Fulmars breeding 
on Berriedale Head (first observed there by Mr. A. H. 
Meiklejohn, vide antea, Vol. V., p. 56) " have now occupied 
the whole range of the Berriedale Rocks." In the next 
number of our contemporary (p. 164) Dr. Harvie-Brown 
states that two Fulmars were shot at or near Pennan Head, 
Aberdeenshire, in May, 1913. 

GULL-BILLED TERN IN ORKNEY.—Mr. J. Bain records 
(Scot. Nat., 1913, p. 154) that a male Sterna n. nilotica, 
which is a very rare vagrant to England and has not before 
occurred in Scotland, was picked up exhausted in the 
Lighthouse garden at the Pentland Skerries on May 7th, 1913. 

GREAT SKUA IN WIGTOWNSHIRE.—Mr. J. G. Gordon 
records (Scot. Nat., 1913, p. 115) that he saw a single Ster-
corarius s. skua on November 1st, 1912, in Luce Bay, and he 
believes this to be the first record for the county. 
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