
HOTES 
SWALLOW RINGED IN AYRSHIRE AND RECOVERED 

IN THE ORANGE FREE STATE. 
IN August I received a letter from Mr. A. C. Theron dated 
from " Riet Vallei, District Lindley, O.F.S." stating that a 
Swallow had been captured bearing a ring with my name 
and address. As Mr. Theron gave neither the number of 
the ring nor the date of capture I asked him for these 
particulars and have just received his reply and the ring 
itself. The ring is number E937, and Mr. Theron informs 
me that the bird was captured at Riet Vallei on March 16th, 
1913, and adds " I do not know when it arrived." This 
ring was placed on a nestling Swallow (Chelidon r. rustica) 
by Mr. R. O. Blyth at Skelmorlie, Ayrshire, on July 27th, 
1912. 

In our last volume (p. 277) an adult Swallow ringed in 
Staffordshire was recorded as having been captured near 
Utrecht, Natal, in December, and the present record is 
from about one hundred and fifty miles west of that place, 
which is not far in comparison witli the total length of the 
journey. 

In writing of the Natal record I expressed surprise that 
a Swallow breeding in the far west of Europe should migrate 
so far east in South Africa, but now that Dr. Hartert has 
shown (Nov. Zool., Vol. XX.) by his observations in the 
middle of the Sahara that deserts are not necessarily a bar 
to the passage of migrating birds, as was formerly supposed, 
it may perhaps be presumed that these Swallows take a more 
direct line than one would previously have thought possible. 

This second record, taken in conjunction with the first, 
is extremely valuable, and we are most grateful both to 
Mr. Blyth who ringed the Swallow and to Mr. Theron who 
reported it. H. F, WITHEEBY. 

MIGRATION NOTES FROM HOLY ISLAND, 
NORTHUMBERLAND.—AUTUMN 1913. 

IN our last Volume (pp. 202-10) I gave a few notes on the 
results of observations made at Holy Island in September 
and October, 1912. This year (1913) I watched for migrants 
there in the same way, from August 30th to October 3rd. 

I have again to express my gratitude to Mr. Morley 
Crossman for most kindly extending to me the same privileges 
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as on the previous occasion, and to Mr. W. J. Bolam for much 
kind help. 

The total number of species and subspecies seen on, or 
from, the island in 1912 was one hundred and four, and this 
total was increased in 1913 to one hundred and eighteen. 
Some forty-five species were noted as passage-migrants. 
Immigration was proceeding on twenty-four days out of 
thirty-five. As last year, warblers came in very small 
numbers, and the greatest number of one species seen in a 
day was six (Willow-Warbler). On the other hand a con
siderable variety of species would sometimes be seen, as 
for instance on September 15th, when I noted immigrants 
of eighteen different species and found seven fresh arrivals 
of seven different kinds in a small copse which the day before 
had been empty. In point of numbers the largest immigra
tions occurred from September 30th to October 2nd when 
Finches, Goldcrests, Redwings, Robins and other birds 
arrived in considerable numbers. Judging by the species 
concerned, these latter immigrations must have been, I think, 
of Scandinavian origin, and on these days I noted (as on 
several occasions in 1912) afternoon arrivals. 

The following birds are, I think, worthy of special record :— 

SCARLET GROSBEAK (Carpodacus e. eryihrinus).—On August 
30th I obtained a female Scarlet Grosbeak in the copse already 
referred to. By dissection it appeared to be a bird of the 
year. On the same day there were Redstarts, Pied Fly
catcher, Tree-Pipits, Willow-Warblers and Long-eared Owls, 
but as this was my first day in the island I cannot say when 
they arrived. There had been a fog the day before. 

On September 15th I saw a finch which, by its " dirty " 
coloured double wing-bar and streaked throat and breast, 
appeared to be another example like the one I obtained on 
August 30th; but it was very wild, and would not let me 
approach nearer than some eighty yards. The next day I 
got two very good views of it at about the same distance, 
and had ample time to note, with the help of my binoculars, 
its characteristics more clearly—the streaked throat and 
breast, double buffish wing-bar, brown upper-parts, and 
more slender shape than other finches or buntings of the 
size, being well marked. 

CONTINENTAL GOLDEN-CRESTED WREN (Regulm r. regulus) 
(see Vol. VI., p. 204).—A large immigration of Goldcrests 
took place on September 30th and October 1st, and the 
specimens examined were of the Continental form. 
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BAERED WARBLER (Sylvia n. nisoria).—Of this species I 
saw no less than nine examples—three appearing on Sep
tember 2nd, four on the 15th, one on the 19th, and one on 
the 25th. When it is borne in mind that the greatest number 
of individuals of any warbler seen during my stay was sixteen, 
this number of Barred Warblers is certainly remarkable, 
and since Holy Island is not a point of concentration like 
Spurn or Blakeney, nor an isolated " haven of refuge " like 
Fair Isle or Heligoland, one may presume that large numbers 
of Barred Warblers must have landed this autumn on our 
east coast. All the birds I saw had very little barring (some 
only the faintest indications of bars) and were no doubt birds 
of the year. Most of them were remarkably tame, and 
could be watched for a long time within a few yards without 
their moving, others were however decidedly wild. They 
flew strongly and straight, and they looked large and long-
tailed and pale coloured, and could not be confused easily 
with any other warbler except perhaps the Orphean which 
has, however, in my recollection a considerably darker 
appearance on the back and rump. 

LESSEE WHITETHROAT (Sylvia c. curruca). (See Vol. VI., 
p. 208).—This species was noted, as in 1912, on a number of 
occasions, and must now be regarded as a regular autumn 
migrant to the Northumberland coast. I t was observed 
on fourteen days in September and at least ten different 
individuals were seen. 

CONTINENTAL REDBREAST (Dandalus r. rubecula). (See 
Vol. VI., p. 210).—One was seen on September 23rd, eight 
on the 30th, four on October 1st, and four on the morning of 
October 2nd, but in the afternoon of that day there was a 
considerable influx, no fewer than twenty-five being counted, 
while on the following morning (October 3rd) there were only 
five left. The few resident Redbreasts much resented the 
invasion of twenty-five, and it was most amusing to watch 
the bewildered attempts of a dark-coloured resident to 
chase five or six of his pale-coloured confreres from his own 
particular hedge. H. F. WITHEEBY. 

LARGE CLUTCHES OF GOLDFINCH'S EGGS. 
EARLY in August, 1911, I found, at St. Briavels, Gloucester
shire, the nest of a Goldfinch (Carduelis c. britannica) in 
a fork of a pear tree, which contained the unusually large 
number of six young birds as well as an addled egg. On 
June 28th of this year (1913) I found a similar nest, placed 
in the same fork. This nest contained six eggs, all quite 
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fresh. With these two exceptions, none of the nests which 
I have examined in this part of Gloucestershire contained 
more than five eggs and many of them held only four. 

CECIL MABTIN. 
[Although clutches of six eggs are not uncommon in 

this species, it is very rarely that this number is exceeded. 
An instance of seven eggs being found in a nest in 
Somerset is recorded by Mr. S. Lewis, in the Zoologist 1906, 
p. 316.—F.C.R.J.] 

YELLOW-BREASTED BUNTING IN NORFOLK. 
AT Cley on September 4th, 1913, the wind being in the north
east, I secured by some extraordinary chance another specimen 
of the Yellow-breasted Bunting (Emberim aureola) which I 
added to the British list on September 21st, 1905. The 
most prominent feature of this bird in the field is the very 
marked eye-stripe. I t has also much white in the tail. 

E. C. ARNOLD. 

TREE-PIPIT AND PIED FLYCATCHER IN IRELAND. 
ON September 3rd, 1913, Mr. F. J. Duffy, Lightkeeper at 
Roekabill, co. Dublin, found two birds dead at the base 
of the tower. Both were forwarded to me in the flesh, 
one proved to be a female Tree-Pipit (Antkus t. trivialis) 
in fair condition, the other a young Pied Flycatcher 
(Miiscicapa h. hypoleuca). 

Prof. Patten has already recorded (Irish Nat., 1912, p. 209) 
the Tree-Pipit from the Tuskar Rock, co. Wexford, one 
obtained on September 10th, the other on September 22nd, 
being the first authentic occurrences in Ireland. Prof. Patten 
suggests that it was emigrating from Ireland, and that Irish 
ornithologists should use every effort to prove that it breeds 
there. This species has been met with in some numbers by 
Mr. Eagle Clarke in St. Kilda, in the autumn, and is a great 
straggler, and the fact of its occurrence in September at the 
Irish Light stations does not necessarily prove that it breeds 
in Ireland or was emigrating, any more than the Pied 
Flycatcher which was picked up dead at the same time, being 
the eleventh autumnal specimen of this species forwarded to 
me from Irish Lighthouses since 1886. 

RlCHABD M . B A R R I N G T O N , 

GREY WAGTAIL BREEDING IN HAMPSHIRE. 
A GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla b. boarula) built this spring in 
a hole, where a broken brick had been displaced, in the 
wall of the Manor House at Buriton, Hants. Unfortunately 



VOL. vri.] NOTES. 171 

it did not hatch off. I am very well acquainted with the 
bird in Lancashire. A. W. MARRIAGE. 

[About nine instances of breeding are given in Messrs. 
Kelsall and Munn's Birds of Hampshire.—EDS.]. 

WILLOW-TIT BREEDING IN ESSEX. 
Two nests of the Willow-Tit (Parus a. hleinschmidti) were 
found in the neighbourhood of Felsted in 1912 and 1913. 
The first was in a pollarded willow near the school, about 
four feet from the ground. The hole resembled an old 
Woodpecker's boring, but the entrance was only wide enough 
to admit two fingers, though the nest cavity was about the 
size of a man's fist. There were no chips beneath the hole, 
which had probably been made the preceding year, as it 
contained two nests, the lower one having in it three addled 
eggs. The nests consisted of fine hair, chips, and slightly 
coarser hair, but there was not much material in all. Unfor
tunately the boy who found it broke all but five of the eggs 
in getting them out. On May 12th, 1913, another similar 
nest with seven fresh eggs was found in an elm just below 
where the top had been blown off, about nine feet from the 
ground. The materials used in this case were similar to those 
in the first nest, and in neither case was any moss used. 
A wet ditch was immediately below the hole, and I noticed 
no chips. I was present at the finding of both nests. 

J. H. OWEN. 

ON THE NESTLINGS OF THE GOLDCREST. 
DURING the last three years I have had the opportunity of 
keeping under observation several nests of the Goldcrest 
(Begulus r. anglorum), especially a nest in my garden only 
four feet from the ground. It appears that the nestlings, 
as soon as they are partly fledged, take up a constant and 
unusual position in the nest. They all lie in a circle, looking 
outwards, the tip of the beak being on a level with the top 
of the nest. They cling tightly to the side, which bulges 
somewhat in the centre, so that their position is more vertical 
than horizontal. For this reason it is difficult to see the 
nestlings, as they are hidden by the edge of the nest, the 
difficulty being increased by the fact that the feathers of 
the lining soon work up and bend over the entrance. Later, 
if there are more than five young, one often fails to find 
room at the side, and sits on the backs and tails of the others, 
in the centre of the nest. They leave the nest on about 
the twenty-first day. NORMAN H. JOY. 
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BARRED WARBLER IN NORFOLK. 
ON September 2nd, 1913, at Cley I shot an immature Barred 
Warbler (Sylvia nisoria) which appeared much darker on 
the wing than any I have seen before. Its flight was very 
like that of a Red-backed Shrike. Wind north-east. 

E. C. AENOLD. 

[We believe that another Barred Warbler was obtained 
in the same locality in September.—EDS.] 

RUFOUS WARBLER IN SUSSEX. 
ON September 21st, 1913. I was shown a small bird that had 
been shot the previous day at Brede, Sussex, and came 
to the conclusion that it was a worn example of an adult 
Rufous Warbler. It proved, upon dissection, to be a male. 
As this is a rather difficult bird to identify without any 
skins for comparison, I forwarded the specimen as soon as 
it was set up to Mr. Witherby to compare and confirm. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 
[I have carefully compared the specimen referred to, and 

it is clearly an example of the typical form of the Rufous 
Warbler (Agrobates g. galactotes),—H.F.W.] 

NUMBERS OF YOUNG IN BROODS OF 
SWALLOWS IN 1913. 

HAVING given the numbers of young in broods of Swallows 
near Lancaster for several years (cf. Vol. IV., p. 249, Vol. V,, 
p. 135, Vol. VI., p. 254), the following particulars relating 
to 1913 may be of interest. During June I did not examine 
any nests. In July no broods of six were seen, 28.5 per cent, 
contained five young, 14.2 per cent, had four, 42.9 per cent, 
had three young, and 14.2 per cent, only two. During 
August no full broods of six occurred, and only 7.7 per cent, 
had five young, whilst 30.7 per cent, contained four and 
38.5 per cent, three young, 15.3 per cent, having two, and 
7.7 per cent, only one. Two nests visited in September 
contained three apiece. 

Broods of Broods of Average 
N e s t s - Six. Five. Broods. 

1913 ... 
1912 ... 
1911 ... 
1910 ... 
1909 ... 

22 
20 
60 
45 
11 

None 
»> 
3 

None 
9 ) 

3 
8 

24 
15 
0 

13.6% 
40% 
45% 
33% 
0% 

3.27 
3.95 
4.4 
3.89 
3.27 

H. W. ROBINSON. 
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COMMON SCOTERS IN SUMMER IN CHESHIRE. 
IN reference to Mr, T. A. Coward's note (supra, p. 118), 
since I saw the two Common Scoters (Oidemia n. nigra) he 
mentions on July 31st, on Marbury Mere, near Northwich, 
Cheshire, I have twice seen single male birds on the same 
water—once on August 22nd and again on September 9th. 
I also saw a drake Scoter on August 17th at Oakmere, 
Delamere, about seven miles distant from Marbury. 

J. MOOEE. 

LATE NESTING OF THE LITTLE GREBE. 
WITH reference to the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain's remarks 
(supra, p. 146) on this subject, I have had similar experiences 
this year, and consider it by no means uncommon for the 
Dabehick to have fresh eggs at the beginning of August. 
On August 2nd, I found a nest containing two eggs, and 
on September 23rd I saw a downy young one (not more than 
a week old) being fed by its mother. In this latter case, 
allowing for about twenty-one days' incubation, the eggs 
must have been laid at the beginning of September, or, 
at the earliest, at the end of August. I might add that 
in my experience the majority of these late nests contain 
incomplete clutches, whether the birds have been disturbed 
or not. GEORGE BAYNES. 

ON September 4th, 1913, I was watching an adult Little 
Grebe feeding two young ones on a pool near Manchester. 
The young ones were about half grown, and I judged them 
to be about a fortnight old. Again on October 5th, 1913, 
I watched another Little Grebe feeding two young ones 
on a pool near Oldham. These were about three-quarters 
the size of the parent, and would j)robably be not more 
than a month old. Both these broods being near thickly-
populated districts, and especially in the second case where 
pleasure-boats are being constantly used, the birds are much 
disturbed during their nesting period. 

T. ROBINSON. 

LITTLE GR1BE USING SAME NEST 
TWICE IN SUCCESSION. 

ON June 2nd, 1913, I was engaged in photographing a pair 
of Little Grebes (Colymbus r. ruftcottis) at a nest which then 
contained one young bird and four unhatched eggs. I 
visited the birds again on June 7th on which date there 
remained a single infertile egg in the nest, and this I removed. 
On June 12th the structure had been repaired and contained 
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one fresh egg, despite the fact that in order to obtain 
successful photographs I had previously cleared away all 
the rushes and weeds in front of the nest, so that it was 
much exposed to view. HOWAED BENTHAM. 

GREEN SANDPIPER IN ORKNEY. 
LAST year I was able to record the occurrence of two Green 
Sandpipers (Tringa ocrophus) in Orkney (Vol. VI., p. 315). 
This year (1913), on August 7th, my friend Mr. T. P. Aldworth 
saw a single bird which got up out of a ditch at Evie. 

JAMBS R. HALE. 

STILTS IN KENT. 
Two specimens of the Black-winged Stilt (Himantoynis 
himantofus) have been recently obtained at Lydd, Kent. 
One, a female, was shot on September 15th, 1913, and the 
other, a male, on September 20th. I saw both birds soon 
after they were shot, and they were birds of the year, the 
legs were brownish, not having assumed the red colouring 
of the adult birds. H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

LITTLE AUK IN AUGUST IN IRELAND. 
ON August 30th, 1913, a Little Auk (Alle alle) was killed 
at Aranmore Light station, co. Donegal, being the first 
occasion on which this species has struck a lantern. I t was 
received by me in a decomposed condition and unfit for 
preservation. On the same date, the Chief Inspector of 
Fisheries (Mr. W. S. Greene) saw a Little Auk on the 
Kenmare River. I t looked, he says, " a little out of sorts." 

Mr. Ussher has tabulated the monthly occurrences of the 
Little Auk (Birds of Ireland, p. 368) and there are no records 
for June, July, August, or September. 

RICHARD M. BARRIN&TON. 

DEATH OP MR. R. J. USSHER, 
W E deeply regret to announce that Mr. R. J. Ussher, the 
well known Irish ornithologist, died on October 12th. 

Mr. Ussher's place in Irish ornithology will indeed be 
difficult to fill. A notice of his life and work is kindly pro
mised for our next number by Mr. R. M. Barrington. 

BREEDING OF THE NUTCRACKER IN DENMARK.—In the 
Dansk Omithologisk Forenings Tidsskrift, Vol. VII., p. 165, 
P. Jespersen states that the Nutcracker (Nucifraga c. caryo-
catactes) was discovered breeding in north-west Sjaelland 
in 1912. Pour young were reared in Kongdal Skov near 



VOL. VII.] NOTES. 175 

Morkov. Hofjaegermester Estrup, who made the discovery, 
noticed the birds haunting the wood, but did not find the 
nest till the young ones were fledged, at the end of June. 
This is a considerable westward extension of the breeding 
range of this species, which has previously been recorded 
as breeding on Bornholm. 

TREE-SPARROW NESTING IN co. DONEGAL.—Mr. C. V. 
Stoney writes (Irish Nat., 1913, p. 163) that he has discovered 
another breeding colony of Passer montanus in co. Donegal 
besides those already known. This colony consists of some 
twelve or more pairs nesting in company with House-
Sparrows in a small fishing village on the north-west coast. 

RING-OUZEL AS FOSTER-PARENT OF CUCKOO.—In the 
Scottish Naturalist, 1913, p. 233, Mr. 0. Kirk states that he 
observed a Ring-Ouzel (Turdus t. torqmtus) feeding a fully-
fledged young Cuckoo at Kilchoan, Loch Melfort, on July 11th, 
1913, at about 500 ft. above sea level. The recorded 
instances in which the Ring-Ouzel has acted as fosterer are 
very few: Bidwell quotes R. Small and A. Hogg; Wells 
Bladen also mentions an instance in the Rep. North Staffs. 
Field Club, 1895-6, p. 24. The issue of Country Life for 
July 5th, 1913, contains a photograph of a Ring Ouzel's 
nest containing a Cuckoo's egg, found on June 10th, 1913, 
at Airedale, but the note is unfortunately only authenticated 
by the initials of the writer (J. H. P.). Mr. E. P. Butterfield, 
writing in the Zoologist 1913, p. 391, states that a Cuckoo's 
egg was recently found in a Ring-Ouzel's nest on the moor 
above Bingley, probably a reference to the Airedale 
occurrence noted above. Mr. Butterfield adds that over 
twenty years ago his sons found a Cuckoo's egg in a Ring-
Ouzel's nest on Harden Moor. 

FURTHER SPREAD OF THE FULMAR IN IRELAND.—Following 
Mr. Barrington's news of the breeding of Fulmarus g. glacialis 
in co. Kerry (antea, p. 56), Mr. R / J . Ussher announces that 
on visiting Tory Island (co. Donegal) on July 1st, 1913, he 
found two pairs of Fulmars sitting, and others circling close by. 
An islander stated that the birds had appeared a month 
and a half previously. This is the second colony in Donegal, 
A second colony for Mayo has also been discovered on a 
precipitous island not far from the great cliff where Mr. Ussher 
first saw Fulmars breeding in July, 1911. There are thus 
five breeding colonies now known in Ireland. 

WHITE OYSTERCATCHER.—Mr. John A. Dockray writes that 
a white specimen of the Oystercatcher {Haematopus ostrakgus) 
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was shot in the Dee estuary opposite Parkgate on October 6th, 
1913. With the exception of the shoulders, which showed 
a slight duskiness, the bird was perfectly white; the legs 
and bill were the normal colour. The bird appeared to be 
an adult, 

DltFBSTAB MlGBATIOH AT THE TtJSKAE ROCK.—In t h e 
Zoologist 1913, pp. 182-195, 212-228, Professor C. J. Patten 
has a long and important paper on diurnal movements of 
certain species as observed by him at the Tuskar Rock, 
off co. Wexford, during the autumns of 1911 and 1912. He 
points out that the Tuskar would be an important migration 
observatory were there no lighthouse on it, and that a 
study of diurnal movements there is even more important 
than of nocturnal ones, since the study of the latter at 
the lantern of a lighthouse is in most cases a study of dis
torted migration, and the large assemblies of many species 
that sometimes occur are probably artificially produced by 
climatic conditions aided by the lure of the light. 

During the latter part of August and September of 1912 
he made a special study of the daylight movements of 
Pipits, Wagtails, and Swallows. Wagtails began to pass 
some days before August 25th, the first Meadow-Pipit 
appeared on the 28th, but the passage was not regular 
until September 1st; odd Swallows passed at intervals 
before August 30th, but the passage did not set in regularly 
until that date. The daily flight of Wagtails and Pipits 
began with great regularity at dawn and that of Swallows 
an hour or two later, and lasted for fully five hours and 
even longer. The numbers passing were markedly less on 
rough and windy days, especially when these conditions 
were persistent over a period. About five per cent, of the 
Wagtails and Pipits halted on the rock, the proportion 
being larger on warm and calm and on rough and windy 
days than on those with intermediate or uncertain types 
of weather. Of the Wagtails, the Yellow Wagtail formed 
only a very small proportion, and excluding these, the 
White and Pied formed two-thirds of the whole and the 
Grey one-third; of thirteen White and Pied Wagtails 
obtained, eleven proved to be White and only two Pied. 
The Pipits were nearly all Meadow-Pipits, a few Rock-
Pipits appearing towards the end of September. All these 
frequently uttered their call-notes while passing, and their 
average height of flight, as judged by the height of the light
house tower, was: Meadow-Pipits 70 ft., Wagtails 120 ft. 
(with considerable variations), and their speed was estimated 
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at about 20 miles per hour. The Swallows swept by fairly 
low (about 40 ft.) and rapidly, their speed being certainly 
up to 100 miles per hour. Alighting was quite exceptional. 
Normally the migrating parties were small, but stretched 
to some distance on either side of the rock. The chain
like character of the migration is especially emphasized, 
the links being formed of these small parties and even by 
solitary individuals and is likened to a broad procession, 
loosely and unevenly marshalled. Larger communities were 
only observed as the result of a damming back of the stream 
by such conditions as fogs, dense haze and drizzle, strong 
head-wind, etc., etc., and Professor Patten concludes that 
this chain-like procession is the normal character of both 
diurnal and nocturnal movements and so-called " rushes " 
are abnormal and largely artificial. 

The direction taken by these migrants was during Septem
ber and the first week of October, 1911, almost invariably 
between north and west (usually north-west), i.e., towards 
the Irish coast. In 1912 the direction was the same up 
till the latter part of September, when it changed to south
east, i.e., seawards. In the two former cases the wind was 
chiefly north-west, and in the latter east and south-east, 
but Professor Patten leaves the question as to whether 
the wind was a determining factor in the direction taken an 
open one. He considers that it is probable in the case of 
the Swallows that these were quasi-immigrants to Ireland 
derived from a stream coasting south down Cardigan Bay 
and, owing to the continuous westward trend of the coast 
and having overshot their mark, they almost immediately 
sighted the coast of Ireland and made for it (ef. Irish Nat. 
1912, pp. 65 and 143). He finally concludes that all these 
species pass the Tuskar almost entirely by day and that 
nocturnal movements are quite exceptional. 

The other species seen passing this station by day as 
well as by night include Chaffinches, Greenfinches, and 
Linnets (the latter apparently more by day than by 
night), Wheatears, Willow-Warblers, Chiffchaffs, and Spotted 
Flycatchers. 
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