
MOTES 
MIGRATION NOTES FROM R A T H L I N ISLAND, 

CO. ANTRIM, AUTUMN, 1913. 

D U R I N G part of September and October, 1913, we were in 
Rath l in Island, off co. Antrim, and while there observed 
among others the following species which are seldom recorded 
from the north of Ireland. 

GREENLAND REDPOLL (Carduelis I. rostrata).—On September 
25th we procured a female Mealy Redpoll. This has been 
examined by Mr. Witherby and pronounced to be of this 
form, which has very rarely been recorded from Ireland. 
The bird was accompanied by another, apparently a male. 

W H I T E WAGTAIL (Motacilla a. alba).—On September 12-13th 
off Ballycastle (on the mainland opposite Rathlin) we saw 
between twenty and thir ty White Wagtails on the seashore 
among a much larger number of Pied Wagtails. A few 
couples and single birds were seen on Rathl in on the 15th, 
16th, and 18th, also associating with Pied Wagtails. 

G R E E N L A N D WHEATEAR (GEnanthe ce. leucorrhoa).—Speci 
mens obtained from September 16th to 30th were all of this 
form. 

COMMON E I D E R (Somateria m. mollissima).—On September 
17th-18th four Eider ducks were observed swimming in 
Church Bay. On the 19th they were joined by a drake, 
bu t on the next day three ducks were shot and the other 
two birds had disappeared. On October 1st, however, 
four more ducks were seen in the same place. The islanders 
call this bird the " Shelduck," probably owing to the par t i 
coloured plumage of the male, and say t ha t it is not uncommon 
in spring and autumn. The lighthouse-keepers say t ha t 
fifty or sixty Eiders are sometimes seen. 

T U R T L E - D O V E (Streptopelia t. turtur).—On September 24th, 
after a south-easterly gale, we saw a single Turtle-Dove. 

M A R Y G. S. B E S T . 
MAUD D. HAVILAND. 

L I T T L E BUNTING IN Y O R K S H I R E . 

M R . T H O S . STEPHENSON, of Whitby, informs me that , on 
October 6th, 1913, a Little Bunting (Emberiza pusilla) was 
captured near t ha t town, and was kept alive for nearly three 
weeks. I t was forwarded to Mr. W. Eagle Clarke, who 
identified it and pronounced it to be a male. 
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The Little Bunting has been once noted on the north 
side of the Tees-mouth, but the Whitby specimen is the 
first recorded example for Yorkshire, and, therefore, an 
addition to the county list. T. H. NELSON. 

BLUE-HEADED WAGTAILS IN SOUTH DEVON. 
ON May 26th, 1913, while sitting on a footbridge which 
spans a stream some three miles from Seaton, my attention 
was attracted by a pair of Wagtails which came and settled 
on a little island of stones within a few yards of my companion 
and myself. I had never seen a specimen of the Blue-headed 
Wagtail {Motacilla f. flava) in the flesh but felt sure that 
that was what these birds must be, a belief confirmed by 
the careful examination I was able to make of their plumage 
on this and subsequent occasions. 

The male had the crown and back of the head of a 
greyish-blue colour; the back brown with a suggestion of 
green which, however, was lost in the tail-coverts; the tail 
black with the exception of the (I think) two outer pairs ; 
the under-parts yellow, rather less bright than in M. / . rati, 
fading into white on the throat; wing-feathers brown, edged 
with yellow; a white streak ran above the eye and a fainter 
one below; the legs and feet were black. 

In the female the whole of the upper-parts were of a 
greenish-brown, as also were the cheeks with the exception 
of a pale yellow " smudge " ; the underparts slightly paler 
than those of her mate and, I believe, only the one outer 
pair of tail-feathers white—otherwise similar to the male. 

I spent a long time trying to make absolutely sure 
about the tail-feathers, and in my own mind am certain 
about them, but venture to suggest that it is practically 
impossible to be perfectly sure without handling the bird. 

On May 28th-30th I watched them again for a long time. 
Most of their time was spent in fly-eatching, but on five 
occasions I saw one of them fly off with a small feather. 
On each of these occasions they followed the course of the 
stream beneath thick overhanging bushes for some thirty 
yards, then swung into an adjacent field where I invariably 
managed to lose sight of them. This field was very wet, 
almost marshy in fact, and covered with numberless isolated 
tufts of rank grass. After May 30th I never saw the two 
together again, but during the next fortnight I constantly 
saw the male and twice the female, after which I had, 
unfortunately, no further opportunity of visiting the spot. 

The nest, I regret to say, I was unable to find. 
LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

o 
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BREEDING-HABITS OF THE MARSH- AND 
WILLOW-TITS. 

IN the neighbourhood of Henley, on the Berkshire side of the 
river, the Marsh-Tit is comparatively rare as a breeding 
species, and I doubt if I have seen more than twenty nests 
all told. In every case these nests were placed in natural 
holes or in boxes, in no single instance was the hole bored 
by the birds or enlarged. I had often seen Marsh-Tits 
breeding in holes drilled by themselves in other parts of the 
country, particularly Oxfordshire and near Newcastle. When 
the Willow-Tit became a recognized species I was in hopes 
that the difference of nesting-sites might prove a reliable 
indication of the two species. With this point in view I 
caught birds from the natural holes and forwarded them to 
Dr. Hartert whose verdict was that they were Marsh-Tits. 
I then obtained a specimen from a bored hole near New
castle, and the same gentleman very kindly again identified 
the bird; it proved to be Parus palustris dresseri ; thereby 
shattering my hopes! These birds are common round 
Newcastle and all the nests found were in drilled holes. 
With regard to the amount of moss used for the nest-
foundation, it would seem to vary according to the hole. 
Whereas there is hardly any when the nest is placed in 
an artificial box, there is a considerable quantity when in 
irregularly-shaped natural cavities. I believe the Willow-
Tit has been identified in Berkshire, but I cannot find the 
reference, and I am not aware that it has been proved 
to breed in the county. HEATLEY NOBLE. 

[Mr. C. J. Alexander recorded the Willow-Tit from near 
Reading (Vol. IV., p. 147) and there is a skin in the British 
Museum labelled " Reading 23.2.'01."—H.F.W.] 

GOLDCREST NESTING IN NORTH ANGLESEY. 
IN reference to Mr. Forrest's note on the Goldcrest nesting 
in North Anglesey (antea p. 52), I may say that I found a 
nest with fledged young at Llys Dulas, north-east Anglesey, 
on June 5th, 1903, and that I noted that the bird was 
common then in that district. S. G. CTTMMTNGS. 

BARRED WARBLER IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 
ON September 6th, 1913, I shot an immature Barred 
Warbler {Sylvia nisoria) from a hedge close to the sea-bank 
at North Cotes. The wind was E.N.E. with fine weather 
and a good many small birds were moving, although there 
was no "rush." Among others I observed Redstarts, 
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Hedge-Sparrows, Willow-Warblers, Garden-Warblers, Blue 
Tits and Wheatears, all except the last-named in small 
numbers. This I believe to be the sixth occurrence in the 
county. G. H. CATON HAIGH. 

BED-FOOTED FALCON REPORTED FROM 
ABERDEENSHIRE. 

I HAVE recently examined an immature female Red-footed 
Falcon, said to have been shot at Aboyne, Aberdeenshire, 
on October 17th, 1913. The bird was sent to me freshly 
mounted by E. T. Clarke, taxidermist, of Cheltenham. He 
tells me that Mr. W. L. Mellersh, of Cheltenham, examined it 
in the flesh, and that it was undoubtedly a female " with 
some tiny eggs in her." The bird was, however, in the first 
year's plumage. I know nothing more of its history. 

W. R. OGILVIE-GAANT. 
[The Red-footed Falcon has only been recorded four 

times from Scotland, and curiously two of these are from 
Aberdeenshire.—H.F.W.] 

RUDDY SHELD-DUCK IN CHESHIRE. 
THEBE is, I fear, no doubt as to the origin of the Ruddy 
Sheld-Ducks (Casarca ferruginea) which this summer and 
autumn appeared in various parts of Cheshire. In addition 
to the bird which remained for over a month on Rostherne 
Mere (ante, p. 118), one, very likely the same bird, was shot 
on Frodsham Marsh on September 4th, and two were killed 
in October at Stretford, just on the county border. Lord 
Newton informs me that he has for some time bred and 
released birds of this species, that they usually leave his 
waters in Lyme Park in August and return at the end of 
October or a little later, and that this year two or three 
are missing. T. A. COWAKD. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
ON October 12th, 1913, I saw at Packington, Warwickshire, 
a specimen of the Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis), 
which was consorting with a pair of Mallard (than the female 
of which it was noticeably smaller) though the latter 
immediately left the pool; the bird under observation 
remained for a few minutes at the opposite side, but it then 
rose and before leaving the vicinity twice flew round, on 
each occasion passing within about twenty yards of me, 
the first time very low down and the second at a slightly 
greater height. I thus obtained excellent views of the 
bird and saw that the back and wings were uniformly brown, 
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the latter without any marking at all; the cheeks and sides 
of the neck were pale buff, in strong contrast to the brown 
of the upper surface of the head and neck and the brown 
band crossing the upper-breast. The bird passed so close 
to me that I was also able to notice the characteristic high 
crown and short bill. 

An examination of an immature male which I have and 
the females in the Birmingham Museum, shows that whilst 
the latter (all mature birds) are much whiter on the head 
than the bird I saw, the former apparently only differs 
from it in the more buff colour of the cheeks and neck. 
Prom this I think that the bird I saw was a female in the 
plumage of perhaps the second winter. 

Although the Long-tailed Duck has been recorded on, 
I think, four occasions from the neighbouring county of 
Staffordshire, it does not appear to have been previously 
reported from Warwickshire (it is not included in the list 
in the Victoria History, Vol. I . ) ; for this reason I have 
described so fully the specimen I saw. 

A. GEOFFREY LEIGH. 

[Six specimens have been definitely recorded from 
Staffordshire.—F.C.R.J.] 

TURTLE-DOVE IN CO. DUBLIN. 
ON May 28th, 1913, Dr. George Scriven noted two birds 
at Hampton Hall, Balbriggan, which he believed to be 
Turtle-Doves (Streptopelia t. turtur). They were afterwards 
seen on several occasions by his gamekeeper who shares 
his opinion. I was not fortunate enough to see them, but 
I have reason to believe that this is the second year of 
their appearance here. Dr. Scriven is a sportsman and a 
competent observer. CHARLES W. BENSON. 

BREEDING-HABITS OP OYSTERCATCHERS. 
IN years gone by Oystercatchers (Hcernatopus o. ostralegus) 
were well represented during the breeding-season on Blakeney 
Point, Norfolk. But for reasons unknown they forsook the 
place almost entirely, and during the last four or five years 
one pair only has been nesting there. Last year (1912) we 
had one cock-bird mated to two hens. Both the latter laid 
soon after each other, the one laying four eggs the other 
three. In the first clutch all the eggs were infertile ; in the 
second two, the third egg being brought off successfully. 

This year we had two pairs nesting at least, though there 
were often more than four adult birds about. Both pairs 
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laid during the last week of May. One lot brought off their 
young successfully and laid again about the 7th of July. 
The other pair had six eggs also in the last week of May 
and were still sitting in the first week of July, that completing 
their sixth week. All the eggs were addled during the 
second week of incubation when the birds were disturbed by 
visitors. 

In my opinion there were two hens sharing the nest. That 
might even explain the fact that the birds incubated for 
six weeks, for according to personal experience at least, 
I find that a bird sitting on addled eggs deserts usually 
within three days of her normal time. 

It appears to be a common habit with the Oystercatcher 
when laying three eggs only, to pull in a large stone as com
pensation. Whether this is coincidence or purpose it is hard 
to say. (A similar case has been brought to my notice with 
the Ringed Plover.) The third egg was already hatched 
when the accompanying photograph was taken. W. ROWAN. 

HERRING-GULLS DIVING. 
ON August 9th, 1913, I watched some adult Herring-Gulls 
(Larus a. argentatus) diving for food in comparatively deep 
water at the mouth of the river at Looe, Cornwall. Their 
action resembled that of the Terns, for they completely 
submerged themselves at every dive. This habit is probably 
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peculiar to the birds frequenting these clear waters, where 
refuse is visible at a considerable distance under the surface, 
Mr. W. Radeliffe Saunders states in the Field of November 
14th, 1908, that he witnessed the same performance on the 
part of Kittiwakes, Black-headed Gulls, and immature 
Herring-Gulls at Torquay, but with this exception, I have 
not seen this habit previously recorded, at least as regards 
Herring-Gulls. S. G. CUMMINGS. 

PECULIAR NESTING-SITE OP BLACK 
GUILLEMOTS. 

DURING the last two nesting-seasons Black Guillemots (Uria 
grylle) have taken to the much-frequented pierS of Bangor 
and Ballywalter both in the county of Down, for their 
nesting operations. In the Whig for September 20th and 27th 
a correspondent gives a clear description of these birds 
which nested at Bangor Pier, and my friend Mr. Hughes of 
Ballywalter, a most careful observer, gave me a full description 
of this species, and tells me it has nested between the stones 
of the Ballywalter Pier for the last two years and probably 
longer. 

His description was so good that there was no mistaking 
the bird, but to make doubly sure I showed him a good 
coloured plate, which of course he easily recognized. I am 
glad to say the Coastguards protect these birds which are 
now pretty tame, and it is quite easy to get within a couple 
of yards of them as they sit on the pier-wall. 

I t is a most extraordinary thing that such wild birds as 
these should nest in such frequented places. The only way 
I can account for it is that their old breeding-haunts in 
Rathlin, mentioned by Thompson in his Natural History 
of Ireland, should have got congested. The birds having 
flown over to the co. Down shore to look for a site, and 
finding no rocky crevices to make their nest in such as at 
Rathlin, and perhaps not having time to go on a longer 
hunt, took to the above-mentioned piers as the best substitute 
for the cliffs with their rock-strewn bases. These, with 
rough rocky islands, have always been, to me at any rate, 
connected with the nesting of this species amongst the 
northern islands of the west coast of Scotland. 

W. H. WOBKMAN. 

CAROLINA CRAKE IN OUTER HEBRIDES. 
AJV immature male Carolina Crake (Porzana Carolina) was 
shot by Mr. A. Blain (Galson Lodge, Stornoway), near 
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Ness, Lewis, Outer Hebrides, on November 12th, 1913, and 
sent to the Natural History Museum in the flesh. I t may 
be remarked that three out of the four examples of this 
species which have been recorded from Great Britain are 
in the Museum collection. I have already recorded this 
specimen in Country Life of November 21st. 

W. R. OGILVIE-GRANT. 

CARBION-CROW BOOST.—Mr. S. E. Brock describes (Scot. 
Nat., 1913, pp. 188-9) a remarkable " roost" of Conns c. 
corone in a small plantation near the Bathgate Hills. On 
October 31st he counted seventy-six Carrion-Crows go into 
the wood, but on November 18th there were about four 
hundred, in January, 1913, about three hundred, and in 
March about five hundred. Mr. Brock states that there 
are probably not more than sixty nesting pairs in the whole 
of West Lothian. These birds must therefore be immigrants. 

EASTERN SKY-LARK IN IRELAND.—In Volume V., p. 340, 
it was mentioned that Professor C. J. Patten had obtained a 
Sky-Lark at the Tuskar Rock (Wexford) on October 5th, 
1911. Professor Patten considered it "provisionally" to be a 
specimen of Alauda a. cantarella, but now announces (Zool., 
1913, pp. 333-6) that he has had it examined by Mr. W. E. 
Clarke and Dr. E. Hartert, who state that it is an example 
of Alauda a. cinerea which has been detected twice previously 
in the British Isles, viz. at the Flannans (0. Hebrides) on 
February 24th, 1906, and at the Old Head of Kinsale 
Lighthouse, co. Cork, on October 7th, 1910. Professor Patten 
gives reasons for supposing that the bird struck the Light 
on October 1st and had been lying dead upon the roof 
where he found it on October 5th. We fail to see any 
good purpose in so long delaying the proper identification 
of the bird. 

HOOPOE OFF CAITHNESS.—Mr. G. Bain reports (Scot. Nat., 
1913, p. 234) that a specimen of Upupa epops came on 
board a fishing-boat in August about twenty-five miles 
east of Wick. 

FULMAR BREEDING IN LEWIS.—Mr. R. Clyne writes (Scot. 
Nat., 1913, p. 236) that several pairs of Fulmarus g. glacialis 
were breeding in 1913 near Cellar Head on the east side of 
Lewis, Outer Hebrides. This appears to have been the 
third season that they have bred there, but they have not 
been recorded as breeding on the island before. 

RINGED PLOVERS NESTING UNDER STONES.—Mr. H. 
Laidlaw has found several nests of Charadrius hiaticula on 
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Auskerry (Orkney) under large stones sometimes as much 
as three feet from the mouth of the cavity (Scot. Nat., 1913, 
p. 212). 

SPOTTED REDSHANK IN CUMBERLAND.—Mr. H. Maekay 
records (Scot. Net, 1913, p. 234) that a male Tringaerythropus 
was obtained at Skinburness on August 31st, 1913. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT IN OUTER HEBRIDES.—Mr. F. S. 
Beveridge announces (Scot. Nat., 1913, p. 235) that he saw 
a specimen of Limosa limosa on the island of Vallay on 
August 28th, 1913. The bird is rarely observed in the 
Outer Hebrides. 

SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL IN STIRLING
SHIRE.—Mr. W. Evans gives (Scot. Nat., 1913, p. 260) an 
excellent identification of a specimen of Larm f. fuscus 
which he saw on September 15th, 1913, at Grangemouth. 

RAZORBILLS AND GUILLEMOTS DESERTING THEIR BREEDING-
PLACES.—Mr. C. Kirk states (Scot. Nat., 1913, p. 235) that 
Guillemots and Razorbills had diminished at Ailsa Craig 
in 1911 and 1912 and had completely deserted it in 1913. 
Puffins and Kittiwakes also appeared to have diminished 
in numbers, but Gannets had if anything increased. I t 
has been suggested that the big gun practice carried out 
west of Ailsa causes so much concussion as to disturb the 
birds, but this does not seem to affect them in other quarters. 
In the next number (p. 260) of our contemporary Miss M. G. S. 
Best states that at Rathlin Island (north-east Ireland) 
there was a great diminution of these birds in the past 
breeding-season. Is it possible that the concussion causes 
some disturbance in the food supply in certain localities ? 

BIRDS IN OXFORDSHIRE.—In Mr. O. V. Aplin's account of 
birds in Oxfordshire for 1910-12 (Zool., 1913, pp. 321-332), 
there are several occurrences of the Hobby mentioned and 
in one case a pair nested in 1910 at Wytham (really in 
Berkshire) and both birds were unfortunately shot. The 
Little Owl was seen in various places in autumn and spring, 
but apparently there is no record of breeding yet in 
Oxfordshire. A Wood-Sandpiper, the first for the county, 
was " shot from a flock of about eight at Kingham on 
August 3rd, 1912." 
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