
LETTERS 
T H E ORKNEY BREEDING-RECORD OF T H E 

LONG-TAILED DUCK. 

To the Editors of BKITISH BIRDS. 

Sms,—Referring to my letter on this subject published in BRITISH 
BIRDS , November, 1912 (Vol. VI. , p. 199), I feel that in fairness to 
Mr. O. V. Aplin, who originally recorded the breeding of the Long-
tailed Duck in Orkney in the Zoologist, I should now write the 
following letter. 

Mr. T. P. Aldworth and I have again just returned from Orkney 
and we made most exhaustive inquiries concerning this duck and 
its nesting on Pomona. The following are, we believe, the facts 
of the case. The eggs and down of some duck, both first and second 
layings, were taken by a lad, not a competent observer, on the 
shore of Loch Harray. We saw the place where they were taken 
and interviewed the lad, whom we both know very well. The 
position and place of the nests are as far as we know quite correct 
for the species; anyhow there is no reason from the position of the 
nests on the loch side to doubt tha t a Long-tailed Duek might nest 
there. The eggs were taken from these two sites by this lad and 
sold to a dealer in Orkney—he does not live in Kirkwall—who in 
his turn sold them to a collector in the south. I t is difficult to write 
without mentioning names! I presume Mr. O. V. Aplin then saw 
them and recorded the occurrence of the nesting of this species in 
Orkney. 

The evidence is as follows as regards the birds. They were 
undoubtedly on the Loch, seen on the Loch by Mr. John Omand, 
of Stenness, a first-class field-naturalist, and also on the Loch by 
two or three others. There is no dotibt the birds were there tha t 
year. 

If the eggs and down can be identified for certain, the Long-tailed 
Duck has bred in Orkney. These eggs were taken on Pomona and 
the birds seen in close proximity to the nest. I t seems it only 
depends on the certain identification of them by down and eggs. 

Seebohm says it can be done. If this is not possible then the 
record is worth nothing, because no competent naturalist saw the 
eggs in situ or the bird leave the nest, and the local name for Pintail 
is Long tailed Duck, and the Pintail breeds in Orkney. 
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I think that the possessor of these eggs ought to thank us for 

taking all this trouble for him, but it is to be hoped that he will 

now allow the eggs and down to be examined and compared by a 

specialist in this matter so tha t the facts we have gathered may 

have a greater value. JAMES R. HAT."E. 

[The eggs and down have been seen by one of us, who is satisfied 

tha t they are correctly identified as those of the Long-tailed Duck. 

There is no, doubt tha t a clutch of eggs with down of this species can 

be identified with cer ta inty .—EDS.] 

LESSER WHITETHROAT BREEDING EST SOUTH DEVON. 

To the Editors of BBrasH BIRDS. 

SIBS,—In reference to Mr. S. G. Cummings's letter and inquiries 

in your August issue (p. 92) concerning the CM Bunting (Emberiza 

cirlus) and the Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia c. curruca), the Cirl 

Bunting is far from being an uncommon bird in the neighbour

hood of Beer, Devon, the only reason I did not mention it in my 

letter (p. 63) being tha t a t the time of writing I had been unable 

to find a nest. Of the Lesser Whitethroat I found a number of 

nests, all but one in tho rough growth near what is locally known 

as the Roman Quarries a t Beer. In one particular spot within a 

radius of well under one hundred yards there was a large colony 

(if the word is permissible) of these little birds, and I have often 

seen eight or ten of them at one time. I never saw a Lesser 

Whitethroat anywhere else in the neighbourhood except one pair 

which nested in the bottom of a hedge about a mile away. 

May I tender my apologies to Mr. Cummings for my tardiness 

in answering his letter, my excuse being that I did not see the issue 

until this week. L E W I S R. W. LOYD. 

MAIDA V A M , LONDON, W. 

WHINCHAT B R E E D I N G I N CO. CORK. 

To the Editors of B B I T I S H B I B D S . 

SIRS,—-In Mr. Stenhouse's note (antea, p . 53) on this subject he 

stated tha t the young had left the nest by May 15 th ; tha t is to say, 

the full complement of eggs was laid by the 20th April at the latest. 

This date, in my experience, is extraordinary, and is I venture to say, 

unprecedented. S. G. CTJMWLINGS. 

U P T O N H E A T H , CHESTER, November 4th, 1913. 
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