
HOTES 
UNUSUAL BIRDS AT DUNGENESS. 

I WAS at Dungeness from October 20th to 23rd, 1913, and 
a great deal of migration was proceeding at the time, chiefly 
of flocks of finches and other birds flying south in the early 
morning. 

Between 12 noon and 1 p.m. on the 20th I saw a party 
of thirteen Sooty Shearwaters (Puffinus griseus) fly south
west past the point, not far out to sea. The same afternoon 
I saw a Fireerest (Regulus ignicapillus) in the bushes. 

On the 20th and 21st there were at least five Black 
Redstarts (Phoenicurus o. gibraltariensis) near the lighthouse ; 
on the 22nd only one was left, and on the 23rd I saw none. 

On the 21st I saw a bird that I have little doubt was a 
Continental Great Tit (Parus m. major) just arrived from 
the east, but my attempts to ascertain the geographical 
race of the Goldcrests (Regulus regulus) seen each day were 
unsuccessful. I also saw an extremely dark Lesser Black-
backed Gull (Larus f. fuscus (?) ) on Littlestone shore on 
the 21st, near a much paler one. 

On the 23rd I saw a duck fly past the point, which from 
its remarkably brown wings I concluded was a Long-tailed 
Duck (Clangula hyemalis), the other colours also appearing 
suitable. H. G. ALEXANDER, 

DIMINUTION OP STARLINGS. 
CONFIRMING Mr. E. W. Wade's letter (antea, p. 178) on this 
subject, it certainly struck me that far fewer Starlings 
nested here this year than last, although I happened to 
be able to examine more nests myself. I was also struck 
by their early flocking and consequently fewer second 
broods. I t may be of interest to state that this year I 
found forty-one young Starlings in fourteen nests, in 1912 
sixteen young in five nests, and in 1911 twenty-eight young 
in nine nests, giving an average of almost exactly three 
in each nest. In twenty-eight Swallows' nests I examined 
this year there were one hundred and twelve young birds, 
in 1912 in eighteen nests there were sixty-eight young birds, 
and in 1911 in fifteen nests were sixty-one young birds, 
an average of almost exactly four in each nest. 

JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD. 
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SISKINS IN ANGLESEY. 
THE Siskin (Carduelis spiwus) lias rarely been noticed in 
Anglesey. On the morning of October 9th, 1913, some 
thirty birds were feeding on seeding knapweed on a bank 
at the edge of Holyhead harbour. They rose in a twittering 
crowd on being disturbed, but after a short flight returned 
to the bank again. Their occurrence in this bare and tree
less district, so uncongenial to the Siskin's usual habits, 
suggested that the birds were newly-arrived migrants. I t 
seemed likely, too, that other species had made an oversea 
passage during the night, for there were many Golderests 
in the gorse bushes at the harbour's edge and several 
Bramblings, associated with Chaffinches, in the woods at 
Penrhos, three miles away. CHAS. OLDHAM. 

MEALY REDPOLL IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 
IN Mr. Montagu Browne's Vertebrate Fauna of Leicestershire 
there is no mention of the Mealy Redpoll (Carduelis I, 
linaria) as occurring in the county. Though, no doubt, 
an uncommon winter-visitor, I feel sure it must occur 
occasionally among the migrant flocks of Lesser Redpolls 
which regularly visit us, and as a confirmation of this I 
saw on November 18th, 1913, a pair of these birds caught 
by a Hinckley bird-catcher on November 9th, on a farm 
at Shenton, six or seven miles from Burbage, Leicestershire, 
with some Lesser Redpolls. STEPHEN H. PILGKIM. 

SHORE-LARK IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 
DTJKING the last week of October, 1913, a mature cock 
Shore-Lark (Eremophila a. flava) was caught on the Dun
stable Downs, in Bedfordshire. The bird was trapped with 
a number of common Sky-Larks. No others of the species 
were observed. When I sawr the bird it was doing well in 
a large cage, eating mostly canary-seed. I t seemed to be 
getting tame very quickly. W. ROWAN. 

GREY WAGTAIL BREEDING IN HAMPSHIRE. 
•SmcE the publication of the Birds of Hampshire (in 1905) 
the Grey Wagtail (Motacilla b. boartila) has so increased as 
a breeding species in Hants, that it may now be considered 
a resident pretty generally distributed throughout the 
county in suitable localities, whereas it was formerly only 
very local in its distribution. Very few of the mills on the 
Hampshire streams are without a pair of these birds nesting 
in their vicinity. PHILIP W. MOTN. 
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PIED WAGTAILS REARING TWO BROODS 
IN ONE NEST. 

On May 9th, 1913, I found a nest of the Pied Wagtail 
(MotaciUa a. lugubris), situated in a bridge spanning the 
river Blythe, near Hampton-in-Arden, Warwickshire, a 
situation in which a pair has bred for several years. On 
this date it contained four newly-hatched young and an 
addled egg; these young had flown by May 25th, and 
happening to look into the nest on July 27th I was surprised 
to find a second brood of four well-feathered young. 

A. GEOFFREY LEIGH. 
[As this habit appears to be rather uncommon in the 

ease of the Pied Wagtail, I may here record two instances 
which have come under my observation. In June, 1911, 
in some creepers growing over the porch of a house in 
Burley, Hampshire, there was a Pied Wagtail's nest with 
five eggs, one of which was that of a Cuckoo. When next 
examined the nest contained only a young Cuckoo two or 
three days old. The next day, June 22nd, the Cuckoo was 
found to be dead, although the Wagtail was sitting on the 
nest. The dead Cuckoo was removed. On July 15th the 
bird was sitting on five of her own eggs in the same nest, 
which so far as I could see had not even been relined, and 
the young were eventually reared. 

In 1912 there was a Wagtail's nest within eight yards 
of the 1911 site, and probably the pair of birds were the 
same. A brood of four was reared, and shortly after they 
were fledged the nest was relined and the bird laid again. 
A Cuckoo was searching about in the neighbourhood of the 
nest on several days, and eventually a Cuckoo's egg was found 
in it. On June 28th the young Cuckoo was alone in the 
nest and in due course it fledged. 

Another case in which two broods were reared from the 
same nest is recorded bv Mr. S. J. R. Dickson in Country 
Life (19.VI1.1913).—H. P. WITHERBY.] 

CURIOUS BEHAVIOUR OP A YOUNG WHITETHROAT. 
ON June 12th, 1913, while watching, at close quarters, a 
young but fully-fledged Whitethroat (Sylvia c. communis), 
one of the parent birds came out of the hedge close to me, 
dropped to the ground almost at my feet and fluttered 
slowly and with seeming helplessness away, presumably 
feigning injury in an effort to distract attention from its 
offspring. I continued to watch the young bird which was 
perched on a slender twig in a thick part of the hedge. In 

Q 
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about a minute it began to fall slowly forward until nearly 
upside-down, being supported by only a twig under the chin 
(the head being consequently bent right back) and by its 
feet, with which it never let go. I t made not the slightest 
effort to save itself and when I re-passed the spot (after 
having moved away) some moments later was in exactly 
the same position. I stretched out my hand to rescue 
it from a most uncomfortable, if not fatal, position, but 
before I could touch it it dropped to the ground (only a 
few inches) and thence flew capably away into the middle 
of the hedge. 

Was the bird obeying injunctions from its parents not 
to move when in the face of danger except as a last re
source, or did the close and continued staring to which it 
was subjected cause it for a while to lose control of its limbs, 
a control which was only regained owing to the additional 
fright given by the proximity of my extended hand ? 

LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

BLACK REDSTARTS IN LINCOLNSHIRE AND 
NORTHUMBERLAND. 

MR. G. H. CATOH HAIGH informs me that he shot a Black 
Redstart (Phcenicurus o. gibrallariensis) on the north-east 
coast of Lincolnshire, on October 13th, 1913. It is very 
rarely met with in Lincolnshire, and I only know of about 
four records, all in the month of October. 

F. L. BLATHWAYT. 
[It is rather strange that the Black Redstart is not more 

frequently seen on the Lincolnshire coast, but this may be 
for want of observers,, as the bird is a fairly regular passage-
migrant at Spurn, on the north side of the Humber, and 
in Norfolk. I may here record that an adult male was 
obtained at Holy Island, Northumberland, on November 
5th, 1913, and sent to me in the flesh. I saw one at the 
same place on October 11th, 1912, but there are only some 
five previous records for Northumberland, though this 
apparent rarity may be due, to a certain extent, to want 
of observation.—H. F. WITHERBY.] 

BREEDING OF THE DIPPER IN WILTSHIRE. 
WHILE on a visit to Lacock in north Wiltshire (about twelve 
miles east of Bath) Mr. G. Pullen was shown a nest and 
four eggs of the Dipper (Cinclus c. britannicus) on June 11th, 
1913, built on a ledge of a culvert over a brook. The birds 
were seen several times by Mr. Pullen, who is familiar with 
the species in Derbyshire. He was informed that another 
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clutch of eggs had been laid earlier in the season, and that 
no birds of this species had been noticed in the locality in 
former years. A. C. Smith's Birds of Wiltshire contains no 
reference to the breeding of the Dipper in the county, but 
Mr. G. B. Hony informs me that the Wilts. Arch. & Nat. 
Hist. Magazine, Vol. 33, contains a note on the nesting of 
the Dipper at Castle Combe, near the Gloucester border 
and about seven miles to the north-west of the present 
locality in direct line. P. G. R. JQTJRDAIN, 

RING-OUZEL AS POSTER-PARENT OP CUCKOO. 
WFTH regard to the above subject (antea, p. 175), it may 
be of interest to record that I found the egg of a Cuckoo 
in a Ring-Ouzel's nest on June 25th, 1899, on Stow Hill, 
not far from Brampton Bryan, but within the Shropshire 
boundary. The nest also contained two Ring-Ouzel's eggs 
and a newly-hatched young one. P . L. BLATHWAYT. 

CUCKOO DEPOSITING EGG AMONG 
INCUBATED EGGS. 

WITH reference to Mr. J. H. Owen's note on this subject 
(antea, p. 54), two similar incidents came under my notice 
during 1912. In Surrey, on May 11th, I discovered a fresh 
egg of the Cuckoo in the nest of a Meadow-Pipit. The 
three eggs of the foster-parent were so highly incubated 
that feathers had developed in the embryo, but by the 
condition of the eggs I judged they had been forsaken 
some time. At Ashford, Kent, on May 31st, I found a 
fresh egg of a Cuckoo among five of the Robin. The young 
birds in the eggs of the foster-parent were again almost 
fully developed and must have hatched a day or two later. 

My experience has been that the Cuckoo deposits its 
egg in a nest at a time when those of the foster-parent 
number one to three, but seldom when there are more. 
When the egg is deposited among incubated eggs of the 
foster-parent, the Cuckoo may perhaps have been unable 
to find another nest. H. R. TTJTT. 

COURTING HABITS OP THE CUCKOO. 
ON April 23rd, 1913, I spent some time watching a female 
Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) which was sitting in a conspicuous 
position on a post which formed part of a fence round the 
top of a long-disused quarry. In due course a cock-bird 
made his appearance, not without giving due warning, and 
quickly " spotting " the hen settled at her side. He remained 
there only for a moment or two, thereafter making frequent 
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flights to distances of up to about a hundred yards, settling 
on the top of some convenient bush and there " spreading 
himself out," jerking up and down, and " cuokoo-ing " for all 
he was worth. The moment the hen made the slightest 
movement he flew straight back to her, to remain, however, 
for a few seconds at most before hurrying away to make 
further exhibition of himself and his song. For fully a 
quarter of an hour these tactics were continued, some move
ment of mine eventually putting the birds to flight. 

I observed that when at his mate's side the cock-bird 
frequently gave vent to a sound which I can best liken to the 
first note of the Wood-Pigeon, the " t a k e " of the familiar 
" take two cows Taffy." LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

FOSTER-PARENTS OF CUCKOO. 
In reference to the notes on this subject (supra, p. 175), 

perhaps the following may be of sufficient interest to warrant 
its being placed upon record now, as it would seem to add 
considerable weight to the doubts sometimes expressed, as 
to whether the mere fact of a young Cuckoo- being seen 
to be fed by a certain bird, is sufficient evidence upon which 
to assert that that bird is its foster-parent. This incident 
took place near Ilkley, Yorkshire, on August 22nd, 1909, my 
sister and I being the spectators, and 1 extract from what was 
written at the time in my journal. " At the farm above 
Tivoli (Middleton) we saw three young Cuckoos, all together, 
flitting about and perching on walls, trees, rails, gates, 
etc., often close together and sometimes very close to us. 
They seemed naturally inclined to keep together and were 
attended by (or at any rate associated with) a little flock of 
Meadow-Pipits, six or eight maybe in number, several of 
which fed the Cuckoos from time to time. This they seemed 
to do quite promiscuously; certainly the same Pipit fed 
different Cuckoos, for this I saw distinctly; and, though 
it was not possible to keep a close watch on all, I am pretty 
sure that two or three at least of the Pipits fed any one 
of the Cuckoos which chanced to come near them. We 
watched the birds for a long time, and during that time a 
Robin was seen to feed one of the Cuckoos once, and several 
Thrushes, which were about, seemed to take a very kindly 
interest in them, and I believe, fed them more than once. 
However, once at least, a Thrush was distinctly seen to feed 
one of them with a large mouthful of what appeared to be 
pieces of a large worm. The Cuckoos were well fledged, 
all of, apparently, the same age, but their tails were not 
quite full grown, though all flew well and easily. We did 
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not see any of them make any attempt to find food for them
selves, except by keeping a close eye on the other birds, 
and vieing with one another as to who should receive i t ; 
and the Pipits looked just like one of those little roving bands 
one so commonly sees at this time of the year. We saw 
several of such bands during the afternoon, and it was 
especially remarked that not one of those birds attendant 
upon the Cuckoos seemed to take more than a casual interest 
in them. No Pipit showed anything of that alarm when 
we approached a Cuckoo that " mother " Pipits generally do. 
I really very much doubt whether any of them had actually 
brought up a Cuckoo, or any one of them, and obviously no 
Pipit could have brought up more than one, though, as above 
stated, one Pipit was seen to feed more than one Cuckoo. 
Then the Thrushes and Robin could hardly have any 
connexion with them, and a Cuckoo eating worms is unusual! 
What it was that the Robin and the Pipits brought we 
could not see as I had no glasses. Once the food brought 
by a Pipit appeared to be a Crane-fly." 

While upon the subject, I might add, with reference to 
one of the last observations, that I have since that date 
had proof that adult Cuckoos will, occasionally at any rate, 
feed upon worms. In Country Life of May 17th, 1913, I 
described how, on two occasions during very inclement 
weather that month, I watched old Cuckoos catching and 
swallowing worms. GEOKGE BOLAM. 

[Mr. Bolam's observation is very interesting, but it seems 
to us quite possible that the three Cuckoos were hatched 
in three Meadow-Pipits' nests within a restricted area, and 
after fledging kept together. The evidence against the 
Pipits being the real fosterers seems to us weak, but the 
occasional feeding of the Cuckoos by Robins and Thrushes, 
in any ease, confirms a good many previous observa
tions which show that other birds will occasionally assist a 
fosterer in its task. Durham Weir informed Macgillivray 
that he saw a Meadow-Pipit feed a young Cuckoo with 
snails and mouthfuls of large worms, some of which were 
more than three inches in length. {Hist, of Br. Birds, III., 
p, 130).—EDS.] 

CUCKOOS' EGGS AND NESTLINGS IN 1913. 
THE following notes are based on observations made, with 
two or three exceptions, in the neighbourhood of Felsted, 
Essex. Altogether twenty-nine eggs or young Cuckoos 
(Cuculus c. canoms) were met with in the course of the 
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season, and in every case but one the foster-parents were 
ascertained as follows :—-

The number of Hedge-Sparrows victimized is ,rger than 
I have ever met with in one season before. Usually nearly 
half my Cuckoo's eggs and young are found in Sedge-
Warblers' nests. This year, instead of 60 per cent, of 
Sedge-Warblers' nests containing Cuckoos, the percentage 
fell to 6.7. 

In the case of a young Cuckoo found on July 13th, in 
a Hedge-Sparrow's nest, a pair of Lesser Whitethroats 
assisted the fosterers in feeding the young bird. On July 27th 
the cock Whitethroat seemed to resent the Hedge-Sparrow's 
interference, and it seemed as though the Whitethroats 
were about to take sole charge of the Cuckoo. This, however, 
did not prove to be the ease, though they fed it at least 
six times as frequently as the Hedge-Sparrow. On July 31st 
this Cuckoo was found dead. 

The mortality among the young Cuckoos was about • the 
same as in previous years (cf. Vol. VI., pp. 330-3). Out 
of sixteen young birds seven failed to survive the nestling-
period. In two cases eggs proved to be infertile, and four 
eggs were removed by rats or deserted, so that out of a total 
of twenty-two cases in which the result was ascertained, 
no fewer than thirteen failed from natural causes to reach 
maturity. The above list does not include a Hedge-Sparrow's 
nest which contained two Cuckoo's eggs, but which I did 
not find until all the eggs had been sucked by mice. 

J. H. OWEN. 

SQUACCO HERON IN SUSSEX. 
TOWAEDS the end of October, 1913, I had my attention 
drawn to a strange bird that had been seen on several occasions 
in the locality of Pett, Sussex. Erom the description of 
one observer who flushed it from the bed of a stream, I had 
no doubt that it was in all probability a Squaeco Heron 

. (Ardeola r. mlloides). On November 14th, I was shown an 
immature male of this species that had been shot at Winchel-
sea the previous day. As the spot where the bird was 

Foster-Parents. 
Hedge-Sparrow 
Pied Wagtail 
Sedge-Warbler 
Redbreast ... 
Linnet 
Reed-Warbler 

Number of Cases. 
15 
4 
3 
2 
2 
2 

Percentage. 
53.5 
14. r 
10 
7 
f i 

.1 
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obtained is only a couple of miles from where it was last 
seen in the Pett district, no doubt it was the same bird. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY . 

SLAVONIAN GREBES IN LANCASHIRE. 
ON October 28th, 1913, I saw a pair of Slavonian Grebes 
(Golymbus auritus) at the Crook of Lune, Caton, near Lancaster, 
and Mr. F. W. Smalley informs me that he saw one on 
Haweswater Lake, Silverdale, north Lancashire, on 
October 11th. Mitchell, in his Birfa of Lancashire, says 
that the species is an extremely rare winter-visitor to 
Lancashire, and mentions only five records of its having 
occurred in the county. To these must be added one from 
the collection of the late Dr. Cocker, said to have been shot 
on Windermere Lake, and now in Mr. Smalley's collection. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

AVOCETS IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
IN March, 1913, four Avocets (Recurvirostm avosetta) were 
seen together at Stonehouse, on the Severn, Gloucestershire. 
Fortunately the local wildfowlers were too busy with their 
salmon nets to try to bag them. H. W. ROBINSON. 

BONAPARTE'S GULL IN SUSSEX. 
ON November 4th, 1913, I was shown a Gull that had been 
shot the previous day at the Outfall Pipes, West St. Leonards, 
Sussex. Upon careful examination I found it to be an 
immature male Bonaparte's Gull (Larus Philadelphia). 

This bird is very similar in appearance to an immature 
Black-headed Gull, but can readily be identified, not only 
by its smaller size, being intermediate between the Little 
Guil and the Black-headed, but the primaries are very 
distinctive. 

In the Black-headed Gull of the same age the primaries 
have a white centre with blackish-brown margins to both 
webs, whereas the Bonaparte's has a dusky brown outer 
web, the inner web being perfectly white. In the adult 
birds the same difference occurs, the colour of the margins 
being black instead of brownish. 

The terminal band of the tail of this specimen is also only 
about half the width of that of a Black-headed Gull. 

H . W. FoBD-LlNDSAY. 

LITTLE GULL IN LANCASHIRE. 
IN view of the fact that the Little Gull (Larus minutus) 
is only said to have occurred five times in Lancashire 
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according to Mitchell's Birds of Lancashire, it may be of 
interest to s tate t h a t an adult was shot in Morecambe Bay, 
on November 7th, 1913. H. W. ROBINSON. 

[In addition to the occurrences mentioned in the Birds 
of Lancashire, this species has been recorded from the Mersey 
(ZooL, 1904, p . 193) and the Carnforth Marshes in 1902 
(Vict. Hist, of Lancaster, J., p . 203.—F.C.R.J.] 

SCAECB B I R D S I N IRELAND.—Prof. C. J . Pa t t en records 
(Irish Nat., 1913, pp. 218-20 and 235) the following interesting 
occurrences :— 

T R E E - P I P I T (Anthus t. trivialis).—At the Tuskar Rock 
(Wexford) one was obtained on August 31st, 1913, two on 
the night of September 3rd-4th, two on the following night, 
and two were found dead on the morning of September 5th 
(cf. antea, p . 170). 

W H I T E WAGTAIL (Motacilla a. alba).—At' Inishtrahull 
(Donegal) this bird was numerous during the lat ter half 
of May, 1913, and again from August 21st to September 12th, 
the date on which Professor Pa t ten writes. 

P I E D FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca).—One struck 
the Tuskar lighthouse on September 5th, 1913. 

AQUATIC W A R B L E R (Acrocephalus aquaticus).—One was 
found dead on the Tuskar Rock on August 9th, 1913, this 
being only the second record for Ireland. 

BLACK T E R N (Hydrochelidon n. nigra).—One was picked 
up on the balcony of the Tuskar Lighthouse on August 31st, 
1913. 

ICELAND G U L L (Larus leucopterus).—One was obtained on 
Inishtrahull (Donegal) on July 18th, 1913. 

W H I N CHAT B R E E D I N G IN CO. C O R K . — W i t h reference 
t o Mr. Cummings's le t ter (supra, p . 206) on this subject, 
a l though the da te mentioned by Dr. Stenhouse is remark
ably early, it mus t not be forgotten tha t , according to 
Mr. Eagle Clarke, Whinchats have been known to arr ive 
on t h e English coasts as early as March 9th, Mr. Bolam 
has seen a specimen in Nor th Wales on March 8th, Mr. 
Usher records Irish arrivals on March 17th, and there 
are quite a number of other records for early March. 
T h a t a bird should begin to lay abou t a mon th after i ts 
arrival, in the mild climate of south Ireland, is certainly 
not incredible. Even in the English midland counties 
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there is considerable variation in the breeding-season, 
for while most birds lay during the latter half of May, 
Mr. H. S. Davenport found a nest with one egg in 
Leicestershire. on April 30th. Dr. Stenhouse is so careful 
an observer that any confusion with the Stonechat is 
impossible, especially as he noted several pairs of Stone-
chats in the vicinity, but only met with one pair of 
Whinchats during a ten mile walk. 

F. C. R. JOTJBDAIN. 

SWALLOWS AND HOTJSE-MABTIN IN ENGLAND IN DBOBM-
BEB.—Mr. 0. H. Wilson writes to us, from Kirkby Lonsdale 
(Lanes.), that there was a single Swallow (Chelidon r. rustled) 
at that place on December 3rd, 1913. This bird was 
hatched there, and did not migrate with the rest of the 
Swallows. Mr. W. A. Coxon writes to the Field (13.XII.1913 
p. 1252) that he saw three Swallows at Lowestoft on 
December 7th. Mr. R. S. Standen writes to the Morning 
Post that he saw a Swallow at Romsey (Hants) on December 
18th. Mr. W. B. Nichols informs us that he and others 
saw a House-Martin (Hirundo u. urbica) at Manningtree 
(Essex), on December 4th, 1913. 

TTJBTLE-DOVB IN RENFBEWSHIKE.—Mr. R. W. S. Wilson 
notes (Glasgow Nat., V., p. 130) that he saw an example of 
Streptopelia t. turtur at Williamwood three times between 
June 5th and 8th, 1913, but could obtain no evidence of 
its nesting there. 

.WOOD-SANDPIPEB AND SPOTTED REDSHANK IN RENFBEW-
SHIRE.—Mr. J. Robertson records (Glasgow Nat., V., 
pp. 130-1) that he saw a specimen of Tringa glareola at 
Balgray Dam, on September 7th, 1913, and at Waulkmill 
Glen Dam, on September 14th, and Mr. H. Wilson saw 
what was probably the same bird on August 31st. On 
September 7th, Mr. Robertson saw two examples of Tringa 
erythropus at the same dams, and one on September 14th. 

FOOD OF R E D GBOUSE.—In the Field (29.XI.1913, p. 1147) 
Mr. F. W. Frohawk writes that in the crops of several Red 
Grouse recently examined have been found large numbers 
of caterpillars of a common noctuid moth Agrotis porphyrea. 
Mr. Frohawk states that this caterpillar feeds only at night 
and hides during the day at the base of its food-plant 
(which is both heath and ling), and he therefore concludes 
that the Grouse search for it and must destroy enormous 
numbers. 



238 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. VII. 

REPORTS OF QUAIL.—A good many Quail (Cotumix c. 
coturnix) have been reported this autumn (1913), perhaps 
more than usual. Mr. D. J. Balfour Kirke tells us of 
one shot near Dunfermline (Fifeshire) on October 22nd, 
and Lieut.-Colonel H. Serymgeour-Wedderburn reports one 
from Forfarshire on September 19th (Scot. Nat., 1913, 
p. 259). Dr. C. W. Benson writes us of one heard near 
Balbriggan (co. Dublin) on June 20th. In recent issues of 
the Field, Quail have been reported in August and September 
from Denbighshire, Gloucestershire, Devon, Wiltshire, 
Hampshire, and Essex. 
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