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A STUDENT OF GULLS. 

( P L A T E S 18 AND 19,1 

THAT Ornithology sustained a heavy potential loss by 
the death of Ewen Kennedy, in 1909, a t the early age 
of twenty-eight, is evident by a perusal of his notes, 
put together in beautiful form* by the loving hand of 
his sister, Mrs. Maedonald. 

Beyond a charming " foreword," Mrs. Maedonald lets 
her brother reveal himself—his enthusiasm and perse
verance—by his own notes, diaries, and letters. Ewen 
Kennedy was a born naturalist, and the diaries and 
letters of his schoolboy days are truly delightful reading, 
especially those from Loretto, where he collects every 
sort of Natural History object and spends his pocket-
money on cases to keep them in and magazines and 
books from which to learn about them. Really splendid 
schoolboy adventures are a raid at night with another 
boy to a lake where a Canada Goose was robbed of her 
eggs (" worth 30s. each " !), and similar daring night-
expeditions with other adventurous souls to the Bass 
Rock and back again without its being found o u t ! 
After school he enters his father's firm, spending all 
his spare time on Natural History and photography, 
and making holiday trips to Sutherland, Shetland, and 
elsewhere. Subsequently he takes to farming, and 
about this period commences to study British Gulls as 
a speciality. Unfortunately this investigation, which 
was carried on for some years in a very thorough way, 
was brought to an end by his taking up a post in a 
nitrate company in Chili, where he subsequently died 
of typhoid. 

The second part of this book, containing Kennedy's 
notes on the moults and plumages of the Herring, Great 

* Life and Natural History Notes of Ewen Kennedy, edited by his 
sister May. Edinburgh: Privately printed at the Ballantyne Press, 
1913. 12 x 8 | . Edition limited to seventy-five numbered copies. 
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plates. Pp. i.-xv., 1-211. 
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and Lesser Black-backed Gulls, is of very considerable 
value. Unfortunately the notes are incomplete, and, 
although most carefully arranged by his friend Mr. H. 
Colam, were never intended for publication in their 
present form, and are often difficult to understand. 
Nevertheless the}' contain much interesting information, 
and are illustrated with numerous photographs of the 
birds in various stages, and with the most beautiful 
coloured drawings, by Mr. Edwin Alexander, of bills 
and eyes tha t we have ever seen. By the kindness of 
Mrs. Macdonald, we are permitted to reproduce here 
two of these exquisite drawings, showing the changes 
in the colour of the bills and eyes of the Lesser and 
Great Black-backed Gulls at various ages (see Plates 
18 and 19). We are also permitted to reproduce a 
small series of photographs illustrating part of the 
sequence of plumages of the Lesser Black-backed Gull. 

These drawings and photographs were taken from 
specimens which Kennedy kept in captivity, and most 
of his notes are based on these captive birds ; but they 
are controlled to some extent by observations on wild 
birds, and no doubt, had the author lived to complete 
his task, he would have checked each stage by the 
examination of wild specimens. 

From these notes and photographs it would appear 
that these Gulls only partially moult their body-plumage 
in the first autumn, often retaining much of the juvenile-
plumage until the spring, and this seems to be confirmed 
by our own observations of wild birds. The first spring-
moult, beginning often in January, is fairly complete 
so far as the body-plumage is concerned. In May, 
when the bird is nearly one year old, the first complete 
autumn-moult commences by the gradual shedding of 
the primaries in pairs (from the inner to the outer); 
subsequently the body-plumage is involved, and the 
moult is not complete until September or October. 
The moults in subsequent years appear to follow the 
above as to time and extent. I t is curious that Gulls 
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LBSSEB BLACK-BACKED GIJLL. JUVENILE-PLTJStAGE : NOT QUITE COMPLETE. 
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LESSEE BLACK.BACKED GULL. SECOND SUMMEB-PLUMAGE. 
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LESSEE BLACK-BACKED GULL. THIRD WINTER-PLUMAGE. 
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(and other birds, as for instance Rooks) should begin to 
moult their primaries just when they have the extra 
labour of procuring food for their young as well as 
for themselves, but tha t this is so we can confirm by 
personal observation, in any case as to the Lesser 
Black-backed Gull. 

Exactly when these three Gulls attain the mature 
plumage, unfortunately remains uncertain from 
Kennedy's notes. Of one Lesser Black-backed Gull 
he states that , in third winter-plumage it was adult 
save for the colouring of the soft parts, but other 
specimens in third winter show a considerable amount 
of immature-plumage. 

In the case of the Great Black - backed Gull, it is 
evident from the photograph that a bird in its third 
winter-plumage is still not quite mature, the tail-feathers 
being slightly mottled. I t is probable, therefore, that 
these Gulls do not usually attain the complete adult-
plumage until the fourth winter. 

An interesting point is, tha t the scutellse of the 
tarsus are shed (this is illustrated in one of the coloured 
plates), and tha t the bill " flakes " apparently during 
both the spring- and autumn-moults in immature birds, 
though whether this is so also in mature birds remains 
to be shown. 

In conclusion, we have to thank Mrs. Macdonald for 
giving us the opportunity of drawing the attention of 
ornithologists to her brother's work, which, though 
necessarily incomplete, is nevertheless most interesting 
and valuable. 

H.F.W. 
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LESSEB BLACK-BACKED GUXLS. 
Drawn hg Mr. E. Alexander (From "Life of Bwen K e n n e d y " ) 



K E Y TO PLATE 18 . 



British Birds, Vol. VI I . , PI. 19. 

GKEAT BLACK-BACKED GULLS. 
Drawn by Mr. E. Alexander (From "L i fe of Ewen Kennedy ." ) 
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