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MANX ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES: 1912-13. 

BY 

P. G. RALFE. 

THE following notes continue the Manx record from the 
end of the period covered by the article in BRITISH BIRDS, 
Vol. V., pp. 300-4, to the end of the year 1913. 

There is still, probably, a lack of information about 
some of our smaller species, but the Yellow Wagtail may 
definitely be added to the list. 

ROOK (Corvus f. frugilegus).—Mr. F. S. Graves noted 
young Rooks still in nests at Tholt-e-Will, Sulby Glen, on 
June 7th, 1913. 

CHOUGH (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax).—In 1913 the site in a 
western cave, first noted in 1877 and used in various succeed
ing years, was again occupied by a nest. The site in an old 
mine-working (B.B., V., p. 301) was resorted to both in 
1912 and 1913, a brood being reared on each occasion. In 
1913 I was shown a new site on the same coast, high up in a 
long, deep fissure, opening obliquely from the sea and filled 
with luxuriant ferns. 

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. rayi).—It could hardly be 
doubted that this species occurred at least on migration, 
but I long had a difficulty in establishing a record. As far 
back as 1906 I saw an egg, taken from a nest in a damp and 
low-lying situation at Baldwin, which appeared to belong 
to this bird. Several credible observers on the north of the 
island insisted on having seen both bird and nest. In 
the last days of August, 1913, I met with a party of a dozen 
or more at Scarlett; some of these were richly-coloured 
adult males. 

GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla b. boarula).—Mr. P. S. Graves 
now notes the Grey Wagtail on the Neb, on the stream at 
Ingebreck, and indeed on all likely waters of the island, at 
breeding-time. At Spooyt Vane young were just leaving 
the nest on May 26th, 1913. 

WHITE WAGTAIL (Motacilla a. alba).—Migrating parties 
continue to be seen on the south coast in spring and early 
summer, and again much more numerously in late summer 
and early autumn. At the latter season many of the birds 
naturally are immature, and in many cases I have not been 
able to discriminate between the species, but think that 
M. a. alba at least largely preponderates. The birds are 
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common on shingle banks and low rocks, and on the adjoining 
greenswards. A favourite haunt also is the outer harbour 
and neighbouring pier at Castletown, and the adjoining 
stony and weedy foreshore. The season of this autumn-
migration extends from July to October, but the birds are 
most numerous in September. 

Our Pied Wagtails, on the contrary, seem to inhabit the 
neighbourhood of the same brook or farmyard for the 
whole year. 

DIPPER (Cinclus cinclus ? subsp.). — Another unfinished 
nest (of 1912) was shown me last summer by Mr. W. E. 
Cottier, in the Cluggid Gorge, Sulby Glen. Mr. F. A. Craine 
says that Dippers nested in 1913 under the bridge over 
the Glass at " Lewthwaite's Mill" at the entrance to East 
Baldwin. 

COMMON HERON (Ardea cinerea).—Mr. F. S. Graves ascer
tained beyond doubt that in 1912 a pair nested in a tree at 
Injebreck. At least two young were seen in the nest. 
In 1913 the birds again frequented the locality, but their 
breeding-place (if they did breed) was not discovered. 

Mrs. Jeffcott, of Castletown, who recently died at a great 
age, was long ago told by an old man that Herons once 
bred in trees at the Crofts, in the town of Castletown; at 
that time no street had yet been formed in that locality. 

MANX SHEARWATER (Puffinus p. puffinus).—Mr. Graves 
continues to observe this species, evidently on its feeding-
ground, when crossing between Douglas and the Bar light
ship. On August 13th, 1913, when near the Bar, he saw 
in addition to a number of this species, another Shearwater, 
much larger and of dark plumage both above and below, 
flying in the same way as the others, but though near them, 
not actually associating with them. 

PURPLE SANDPIPER (Erolia m. maritima).—A small flock 
still, each winter, frequents the same locality at Scarlett. 

BEDSHANK (Tringa totanus).—Seems yearly to be increasing 
in numbers, and I constantly notice it in new localities 
(never in the breeding-season). 

BLACK TERN (Ht/drochelidon n. nigra).—Early in May, 
1913, Mr. H. J. Kinley saw on the Smelt Dam, Port St. Mary, 
a bird which from his very exact description can have been 
of no other species. 

COMMON GULL (Larus c. arnus).—In the late summer of 
1913 a few appeared in Castletown Harbour among numbers 
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of Black-headed Gulls. Now and again I have met with 
a few elsewhere, but the species seems curiously scarce on 
the Manx coast. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus).—Referring 
to a previous note (V., p. 303) I have now learned, by the 
kindness of Mr. F. Taylor of Oldham, that the nest of the 
pair mentioned was found both in 1911 and 1912 by his 
friend Mr. T. Taylor. In the former year it was on the 
" stack " referred to, with three young ; in the second, on 
the mainland near with three eggs, among fallen blocks of 
stone behind a larger rock. The Gulls also frequented the 
neighbourhood in the season of 1913. 

During the winters of 1912 and 1913 parties of at least 
twenty Great Black-backed Gulls have consorted with 
Herring-Gulls on the sands at the south side of Ramsey Bay. 

COMMON GUILLEMOT (Una t. troille).—In the colonies at 
the south end of the island there is said to have been a great 
failure to breed in 1913, and the birds seem to have left at 
an unusually early date. 

LAND-RAIL (Crex crex).—On August 10th, 1913, Mr. F. S. 
Graves saw a nest at Corvalley, three miles from Peel (rather 
high land) in which were twelve eggs. The bird was still 
sitting, though the hay had been cut, dried, and cleared. 
The nest, when noticed by the farmer, was covered with 
some of the cut hay, which still remained there when 
Mr. Graves examined it, runs having been formed through 
it to the nest. At the edge lay a quite fresh pellet, three-
quarters of an inch long, mostly of beetle-wings, and the 
eggs were warm. 

QUAIL (Cotumix c. coturnix).—Mr. J. B. Keig says that 
in both 1911 and 1912 a few pairs spent the summer and 
presumably bred in the north of the island. 

On September 29th, 1913, Mr. F. S. Graves flushed one 
from long dry grass on the west side of Dalby Mountain, 
about seven hundred feet from the sea. 


