
HOTES 
ON THE CROSSING OF THE BILL OF 

THE CROSSBILL. 

IT has long been known that, in the Common Crossbill (Loxia 
curvirostra) the mandibles cross indifferently on either side 
in different individuals. Recently, however, for a special 
purpose, I desired to ascertain whether or not individuals 
having the mandibles crossed to the right and to the left, 
respectively, exist in nature in about equal numbers, and 
(if not) what proportion of individuals has them crossed to 
the right and what to the left. Hitherto, this point has 
not been investigated, so far as I am aware. 

Accordingly, at the British Museum (where they have a 
very extensive series of Crossbills), I examined the contents 
of ten boxes, selected at random. These contained altogether 
one hundred and seventy-one specimens, of all sexes, colours, 
and ages (other than nestlings), coming from all parts of 
the world to which the bird is indigenous. 

The result of my investigation was that there were eighty-
four specimens which were dextral, eighty-three which were 
sinistral, and four which were doubtful. By a " dextral " 
specimen, I mean one having the upper mandible crossing 
the lower to the bird's right side (that is, to the left side of 
an observer facing the bird); and by a " sinistral " specimen, 
one having the upper mandible crossing the lower to the 
bird's left side (that is, to the right side of an observer 
facing the bird). 

Such close equality in the numbers of the two forms is 
quite surprising. If the proportions of the two forms 
observable in these particular specimens are fairly typical 
of the proportions w'hich obtain in nature (and I saw no 
reason to doubt that they w'ere), it appears that the two 
forms exist in astonishingly equal numbers.* 

* There must surely have been some error of observation in con
nexion with the s tatement (Mag. of Nat. Hist., 2nd ser., I., p. 165 : 
1837), by my old friend the late Mr. Joseph Clarke, F.S.A., of Saffron 
Walden, that " the mandibles of these birds are indiscriminately 
crossed, though, in by far the greater proportion of those tha t came 
into my hands, the upper crossed the lower one to the r ight ." Mr. 
Clarke adds, in a footnote, t ha t " only three out of twenty-seven 
tha t I examined [in 1835] were crossed to the left." 
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In this connexion, it is well to bear in mind the fact (which 
is well known*) that, in the nestling Crossbill the mandibles 
show no sign of crossing. I saw various instances in proof 
of this whilst counting the examples referred to above, but 
all such were disregarded. It appears, however, that the 
mandibles become fully crossed very soon after the young 
bird leaves the nest. 

Another fact worth remembering is that the crossing is 
confined entirely to the horny sheath of the mandibles, 
their actual bony structure showing no signs of torsion, as 
may be seen by anyone examining the skull of a Crossbill. 

These two latter facts afford evidence, no doubt, that 
the crossing of the mandibles is a feature which has been 
acquired by the species (and genus) within a very recent 
period. Further evidence pointing in the same direction is 
to be found in the fact (which I observed when examining 
the specimens above referred to) that the bill (which is well 
known to vary greatly in respect of length, size, and shape) 
varies also very widely in respect of the extent of its crossing, 
and this, to all appearances, independently of age, sex, and 
locality. 

The fact that, in different examples, the bill of the 
Crossbill is crossed indifferently on either side affords, no 
doubt, further evidence that the crossing of the bill is a 
recently-acquired character, At the same time, it is 
by no means clear why examples having the bill crossed 
on either side should occur in such extraordinarily equal 
numbers as my figures seem to show that they do.- One 
wishes it w'ere possible to make observations to ascertain 
whether or not the crossing of the bill is what is termed 
a " Mendelian character." Probably, however, it is too 
recently acquired to be such. 

The exact opposite of all this is, no doubt, the case in 
that extraordinary bird the Wry-billed Plover (Anarhynchus 
frontalis) of New Zealand,! which has its bill congenitally 
asymmetrical, even from the nest, both mandibles being 
always twisted dextrally, this peculiarity affecting not merely 
the horny sheath, but the actual bony structure of the bill. 
The bird is said habitually to run round stones—always 
from left to right (dextrally)—searching for food beneath 
them. In its case, no doubt, the twisted bill is a very 
ancient character. MILLER CHRISTY. 

* See, for example, Saunders (Manual, p. 194, ,1889) and Newton 
(Diet, of Birds, p. 115, 1896). 

f See Buller's Birds of N. Zealand, I I . , p . 9 (1888), and Suppl., I., 
p. 177 (1905). 
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[This question was discussed in our pages (Vol. III., 
pp. 261-2) by Dr. C. B. Ticehurst, who came to the con
clusion that in all the subspecies of Loxia curvirostra the 
crossing to either side was equal. In specimens of L. leucop-
tera examined by Dr. Ticehurst, the upper mandible passed 
to the left of the lower twice as often as to the right, but of 
this species only sixty-nine specimens were examined. 

Dr. J. J. Dwight (Sequence of Plumages and Moults of 
Passerine Birds of New York, p. 176) states of the American 
Crossbill (Loxia c. minor) that in sixty-eight specimens 
examined " the upper mandible crosses to the right in 
thirty-eight, and to the left in thirty." Of two hundred 
and thirty-two specimens of Loxia c. curvirostra which I 
have examined (not including those in the British Museum) 
one hundred and nineteen were dextral (as defined by Mr. 
Christy) and one hundred and thirteen sinistral. The bill 
begins to cross as soon as the primaries are fully grown, 
but before there is any sign of crossing the upper man
dible is slightly curved downwards at the tip and projects 
beyond the lower mandible. When the tip of the lower 
mandible begins to grow upwards, it seems to me that it 
must be a matter of chance to which side of the upper it 
passes.—H.F.W.] 

TREE-CREEPER HATCHING EGGS OP REDSTART. 

IN 1912 I nailed up a piece of bark about six feet from the 
ground over a crevice in a Wellingtonia in a garden at 
Sywell, near Northampton. On May 21st, 1913, I found a 
Tree-Creeper's nest behind the bark, with the Creeper sitting; 
in the nest were two Tree-Creeper's eggs and six blue eggs. 
In time the blue eggs hatched; the Creeper's did not. I 
never saw a Redstart in the garden, .but the Creepers 
fed the young birds regularly and they did well. I 
examined them when they were ready to fly, and found 
they had incipient red tails and were, in fact, Redstarts. 
There was no one about who would be in the least likely to 
meddle with the nest. Redstarts are not so common in the 
vicinity as to make a substitution of the eggs probable; 
moreover, it would have been extremely difficult to drop 
the eggs in without breaking them, as the distance from 
hole to nest was considerable. It therefore seems likely 
that the eggs were laid there by a Redstart. 

A. E. ALDOTJS. 
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FIRECREST IN NORFOLK. 
I T may be of interest to record that on November 6th, 1913, 
I shot a female Firecrest (Begulus i. ignicapillus) at Cley-
by-Sea, Norfolk. The bird was by itself. 

H. PAYNE WILLIAMS. 

INCURSION OF WAXWINGS. 
NORTHUMBERLAND.—" One Waxwing appeared in my 

garden at Stocksfield-on-Tyne on January 18th, and was 
again seen on January 19th. A flock of between twenty 
and thirty was seen near Dipton Woods, Riding Mill-on-Tyne, 
on February 22nd " (J. S. T. Walton). 

LINCOLNSHIRE.—One shot at Immingham on January 1st. 
One shot on the Humber Bank about January 6th (F. L. 
Blathwayt). One caught at Cleethorpes on December 28th, 
and another on January 13th; a third was seen on 
February 12th. One caught at Grimsby on February 2nd. 
None of these birds was accompanied by others of its 
species (W. E. Suggitt). 

LANCASHIRE.—Although I have heard of several Waxwings 
having been seen about Lancaster during January, I can 
only vouch for the authenticity of two, which were shot 
during the first week in January (H. W. Robinson). 

WORCESTERSHIRE.—One at Barnt Green on March 12th, 
feeding voraciously on rose-hips, %vas tame enough to allow 
of its being photographed from a short distance (A. T. Wallis). 
" I had under observation five, from February 14th to 
March 6th, in Malvern. They were very tame and could 
be seen feeding on berries at all times of the day (W. W. 
Lowe). 

NORFOLK.—Mr. J, H. Gurney writes : " Since my last com
munication (supra, p. 294) more Waxwings have come in from 
the east and the total identified has crept up to one hundred 
and six, but it is probable that some have been counted 
twice over. Perhaps the most interesting observation yet 
made was the detection of a small flock on February 7th 
near the sea by Mr. Henry Cole of Cromer, who writes : 
' I counted fifteen in a flock on the wing which I should 
say were then landing (at Cromer) about 7.30 to 8 o'clock 
on Saturday morning. They went from the sea over to 
Roughton Heath direction,' which would be almost straight 
inland. Several observers seem to have been struck by the 
tameness of these birds, but that is one of their characteristics 
in Finland, and does not arise, as at first thought, from 
starvation." 
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CAMBEIDGESHIEE.—" The presence of two Waxwings in 
a garden in Cambridge was first observed by Mr. H. G. 

WAXWIISTG AT CAMBEIDGE. 
(Photographed by Miss E. L. Turner. 

WAXWING AT CAMBEIDGE. 

{Photographed by Miss E. L. Turner.) 

Alexander on February 13th. They were feeding on the 
berries of Cotoneaster affinis. I first photographed them 
on February 14th. They were very tame but the light was 
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bad and the wind high. One bird had no ' wax ' on the 
wings, and the other only one point on the right wing, and 
two on the left. They were not seen after the 15th. On 
February 28th another bird appeared on the same tree. 
It was very shy, and I had to stand quietly by the window 
for two hours before it would feed. This bird was brighter 
in plumage than the others, and had three points on each wing. 
I observed and photographed it on several succeeding days 
up to the 13th March, when the tree was nearly stripped of 
its berries. The bird sometimes sat and trilled for ten 
minutes at a time. The trill was well sustained and not 
unlike that of the Redpoll. I t also uttered a long-drawn 
wheezing note like that of the Greenfinch. On no occasion 
did it open its bill when ' singing,' therefore the song was 
very subdued and somewhat plaintive. In its feeding 
attitudes it resembled the Crossbill. When hanging upside 
down the chestnut colour of the under tail-coverts was very 
conspicuous, and in this position it always fanned its tail 
so that the yellow tips were brilliantly displayed. On 
March 12th, which was a bright and cold day, the 
bird was quite tame and very hungry. It fluffed itself 
out and looked half as big again, evidently feeling the cold. 
It has not been seen since the 13th March " (E. L. Turner). 

BEDFORDSHIRE.—One in December at Biggleswade, two 
at Bedford on January 20th, one at Sharnbrook on January 
22nd (J. Steele Elliott, Zool, 1914, p. 112). 

HERTFORDSHIRE.—One at Haileybury seen by Mr. C. C. 
Champion on March 12th feeding on hawthorn berries 
remained in the same place until March 16th (P. W. Headley). 

ESSEX.—One seen feeding on hawthorn berries on 
February 12th, 1914, at Westcliff-on-Sea. This is only 
the second example recorded from Essex (F. W. Frohawk). 
One (a single bird) shot at Margaretting on January 9th 
(J. Beddall Smith). 

K E N T . — " For the last three months there have been a 
pair of Waxwings in my father's garden at Broadstairs, 
but I believe the birds have disappeared within the last 
few days (March 12th) " (H. Payne Williams). 

GLAMORGANSHIRE.-—One seen in the neighbourhood of 
Cowbridge early in March [South Wales Daily News). 

Co. ANTRIM.—Dr. J. L. Nevin of Ballymoney, co. Antrim, 
writes in the Northern Whig of February 21st': " A lady in 
this town gave me a description of a bird which she observed 
feeding with others in the yard adjoining her house during 
the last month, and from tho intelligent account given of 

x 
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the form of the bird, with the brilliant red and yellow 
markings on the wings and the head appendages, I had no 
doubt but that it was a Waxwing." 

Co. ARMAGH.—A female was shot a t Tanaghmore North 
near Lurgan, on January 2nd, 1914, and was presented to the 
Dublin Museum. I t had been feeding almost exclusively 
on the berries of the wild rose (A. R. Nichols). 

R E D W I N G SINGING I N ENGLAND. 

A R E D W I N G (Turdus musicus) sang for ten minutes on 
March 6th, 1914, at Borrowdale, Keswick, Cumberland : it 
was a bright morning with occasional showers, and a strong 
west wind was blowing. I was within thi r ty feet of the bird, 
with binoculars. NORMAN B. ASHWORTH. 

[There has been a good deal of controversy as to whether 
the Redwing utters its fvll song in the British Islands, or 
only " records." In the fourth edition of Yarrell, I., p . 270, 
it is stated t ha t " the inward twittering, which forms the 
final pa r t of the song, may often be heard in this country 
in spring," etc., but other observers have stated tha t the 
full song is occasionally heard. Unless Mr. Ashworth knows 
the song of the species, it is difficult to say how far the bird 
in question reproduced the full song, which, however, is 
not a very elaborate or musical affair.—F.C.R.J.] 

ROBIN SINGING AT NIGHT. 

A R O B I N (Dandalus r. melo-philus) which roosts outside my 
window, sings after dark practically every night. I t sings 
rather spasmodically, sometimes one burst will follow a 
few minutes after another, and sometimes an interval of 
hours will elapse. Dr. J. T. Wills and I have heard it up 
to and after twelve o'clock for quite three weeks, and it is 
now March 8th. J. H. O W E N . 

INCUBATION O P T H E P E R E G R I N E FALCON. 
I N the late afternoon of April 29th, 1912, I found the 
eyrie of a Peregrine Falcon (Falco p. peregrinus) in the 
north of England containing two eggs, which the bird was 
covering. On May 1st there were three eggs. Later one 
egg disappeared: it may have fallen off the ledge, or 
possibly was sucked by some other bird; the third egg 
could not have been laid until April 30th. On June 1st 
the eyrie contained one nestling and one egg. There was a 
difference in the date of hatching, and afterwards, when 
there were two young ones, they showed a difference in 
size and also in development. 
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In another eyrie, visited on May 17th, 1913, when the 
three chicks were a few days old, one was quite twice the 
size of the smallest, while the third was intermediate in 
size. On June 14th much the same difference in size and 
development could be seen, and on June 25th, while two 
of the young Falcons had left the eyrie, one was still there. 

The difference in size and development would be accounted 
for by a difference in the date of hatching, which itself would 
be accounted for by the bird starting to sit on the first egg. 

DOUGLAS A. SCOTT. 
[Mr. Scott's note is valuable as throwing some light on 

a subject on which at present we have no reliable data, 
viz., the incubation-period of the Peregrine. If the first-
mentioned nest contained two fresh eggs on April 29th, 
the first egg must have been laid on April 26th or 27th. 
Unfortunately we cannot say whether the egg which dis
appeared was the earliest laid or one of the later eggs, 
but as one young bird hatched by June 1st it is possible 
that this was the second egg laid, in which case the first might 
have been hatched as early as May 29th. The maximum 
incubation-period in this case would be thirty-two days, 
but if the egg hatched on May 31st was the first laid, the 
period might possibly extend to thirty-five days. Mac-
gillivray estimates it at a month on the authority of Mr. 
G. Craven, but this is obviously only approximate, and 
Tiedemann's statement (18-19 days) is certainly erroneous. 

That the eggs of the Peregrine are laid with an interval 
of a clear day between each, and that incubation begins 
before the clutch is complete, may be regarded as certain, 
though curiously enough Dr. F. Heatherley, who has written 
recently on the subject of the Peregrine, was apparently 
unaware of the first rule, which probably holds good with 
all the Raptores.—F. C. R. JOTXRDAIN.] 

MARSH-HARRIER IN SUSSEX. 
ON March 9th, 1914, a male example of the Marsh-Harrier 
(Circus ceruginosus) was shot at Wartling, Sussex, and I 
examined it the same day. When shot it had just killed 
a Partridge. H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

GADWALL AND LITTLE GULL IN ESSEX. 
IT may be of interest to record that a fine old drake G-adwall 
(Anas strepera) and an example of the Little Gull (Larus 
minutus) were obtained at Manningtree, Essex, in December, 
1913. The latter is now in my possession. 

J. BEDDALL SMITH. 
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GREAT SHEARWATER IN SUSSEX. 
ON March 14th, 1914, a specimen of the Great Shearwater 
(PujfLnus gravis) was washed ashore at Bulverhythe, St. 
Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex, during a severe gale from the 
south-west. I saw the bird the same morning, when it 
proved to be a male, and had evidently not been long dead. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

SLAVONIAN GREBE IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 
As there are no recorded instances of the Slavonian Grebe 
(Colymbus auritus) from the north coast of Carnarvonshire, 
it may be worth mentioning that I watched one on 
January 24th, 1914, fishing along the foot of a cliff-wall 
on the north-easterly side of the Great Orme's Head. 

RICHARD W. JONES. 

MOULT OP THE COMMON SANDPIPER. 
WITH reference to Mr. Teschemaker's note on this subject 
(supra, p. 269), I can state that I have a Common Sandpiper 
shot on April 17th, 1913, at Jhelum, Punjab, India, which is 
not only moulting the whole of its body-feathers but also just 
finishing a moult of its tail and the whole of its wings. Three 
other examples, shot during the first ten days of May, show 
every sign of having just completed an entire moult, but 
I can find no feathers in the quill. One shot on December 12th 
has all the feathers of body, wings, and tail slightly worn. 

C. B . TlCEHURST. 

COMMON SANDPIPERS IN WINTER IN SURREY 
AND ESSEX. 

PROM time to time the Common Sandpiper (Totanus hypo
tencies) has been recorded during the winter months. On 
February 25th, 1914, I heard two of these birds passing 
over Wellington, Surrey, at 6.30 p.m., going in a westerly 
direction. The wind at the time was very slight from the 
west. On February 16th, 1910, at 11.30 p.m., I also heard 
one passing over Rayleigh, Essex. F. W. FROHAWK. 

UNUSUAL WINTER-MIGRATION OF 
WOODCOCK. 

W E have had a most unusual immigration of Woodcock 
(Scolopax rusticola) in east and north-east Yorkshire this 
winter. The usual numbers arrived in October and 
November and passed away westward as usual. Up to 
January 2nd, 1914, the normal winter numbers only were 
observed in Burton Constable Woods. On January 8th 
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ten were shot and more were seen tliere. On January 
11th one was found in a garden at Hornsea, and on Jan
uary 12th two more were seen by a gardener there, quite 
exhausted. 

On the 19th at Winestead nineteen were shot and many 
more put up, whilst at the same time Goldcrests were 
present in large numbers. During the same period several 
Woodcock were shot near Beverley. At Winsetts on the 
Humber ten were shot. Eighty to ninety were shot in 
two days on the Scarborough racecourse, and at Boynton, 
near Bridlington, on January 23rd, thirty were shot. On 
January 29th fourteen, and on January 31st twelve were 
shot at Burton. On February 14th they had completely 
disappeared. In a great many cases the birds were in 
open grassland, sometimes far from woods and from their 
usual haunts at this time of the year. 

The return journey of the Woodcock in east Yorkshire 
usually commences in January, and the birds frequent 
our coverts till May, though they never stay to breed, 
but the journey is apparently leisurely. Small parties 
only are seen and then never far from their usual feeding-
grounds. 

The present numbers are altogether abnormal, and point 
to a large and sudden immigration. At the time a strong 
south-easterly wind was blowing, the birds were very 
exhausted and dropped in the most unlikely places. The 
fact of their staying in the neighbourhood till early 
February, instead of passing on at once, is also unusual. 
I may add that, with very few exceptions, they were in good 
condition. Perhaps some of your correspondents can tell 
me where they came from. 

Correspondence with shooting men in the south-west 
of Ireland has shown that our birds pass on there from the 
autumn immigration, but in the present ease these corres
pondents state that there has been no diminution in the 
numbers of birds there. They must therefore have come 
from abroad, though the direction of the wind—south
east—would hardly be favourable for a flight from the 
Continent. The exceptionally hard weather prevailing all 
over Scandinavia, the Baltic provinces, and Holland and 
Belgium, precludes the idea of their having come from that 
direction, and if they came from further south the question 
suggests itself as to whether that is the place of origin of, 
at any rate, some of our autumn immigrants as well as the 
goal of the return-home wave which usually commences in 
east Yorkshire in January. E. W. WADE 
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[The most reasonable explanation of the above recorded 
immigration of Woodcocks would seem to be that it was 
a weather-movement from some part of the Continent, such 
as takes place almost every winter on a larger or smaller 
scale in the case of the Thrushes, Sky-Lark, Starling, etc., 
and which is an exact reproduction of the ordinary 
movements of the autumn migration initiated by a sudden 
fall of temperature and other weather alterations, making 
the selection of new winter-quarters a necessity. 

In the case of the Woodcock, such a winter migration 
would appear to be quite unusual, their food supplies in 
Scandinavia and northern Europe generally probably having 
become already inaccessible at about the same time as 
the normal' late autumn-passage movement of the species 
in November, which therefore might itself almost be 
regarded as a " weather migration." The Thrushes and 
other Passeres, on the other hand, would be able to live 
for a long time under conditions that the Woodcocks 
would not be able to withstand. 

Normally, therefore, there are probably no Woodcock 
left in northern Europe to supply the birds for a later 
winter movement. On this theory we must imagine that 
the winter up to, say, the end of December, 1913, was an 
unusually mild and open one in some part of Scandinavia 
or northern Europe, so that a certain proportion of 
Woodcock remained behind, and that about the new year 
a sudden fall in temperature or a heavy snow-fall took 
place and forced them to seek fresh quarters. It remains 
to be discovered whether such conditions did actually 
exist in the areas and at the times specified. Mr. Wade 
refers to the exceptionally hard weather prevailing all over 
Scandinavia, etc., but it is not clear when these conditions 
began. 

Other points which seem to support this explanation 
are: (i.) a proportion of the birds, at any rate, were 
exhausted, and had therefore probably made a long over
sea passage ; (ii.) they appear to have dropped down in 
unusual and unlikely places, just as tired oversea migrant 
Woodcock do ; (iii.) the area of arrival is very much the 
same as that of the ordinary autumn-migrants ; (iv.) like 
the latter also, their arrival seems to have coincided with 
that of a certain number of Goldcrests ; (v.) there was an 
undoubted arrival of migrants, though in lesser numbers, 
about the same time in Suffolk. 

It would be interesting to know whether the same 
movement was noticed on the east coast and northern 
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isles of Scotland, as if so it would lend considerable support 
to the above theory. The influence of the wind mentioned 
by Mr. Wade is, I am convinced, often made of too much 
importance. It does not, of course, follow that because 
a south-easterly wind was blowing on the Yorkshire coast 
that the wind was in the same direction and of the same 
force at the point and time when the birds started. 
Moreover, I cannot agree that a south-easterly wind would 
be unfavourable to birds crossing the North Sea, and have 
always thought it was the opinion of experienced observers 
that Woodcocks almost invariably do arrive on our east 
coasts at a time when the wind is blowing from some 
easterly point. 

I may add that the light records for January do not 
help us one way or the other, as they are entirely negative, 
the moon reaching its full on the 12th of the month. The 
emigratory theory may be, I think, at once dismissed: it 
was too early in the year ; the birds were tired and had 
evidently not been engaged in the leisurely northern 
return movement : they were for the most part not 
found in usual Woodcock haunts, and they were con
centrated in unusual numbers and many remained for 
a month or six weeks.—N.F.T.] 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULLS IN LANCASHIRE 
IN WINTER. 

IT may be of interest, in reference to the status of Larus 
fuscus affinis and L. f. fuscus in Britain in winter, to give the 
following notes of those I have seen on Skerton Weir, Lan
caster, during the past winter. In several cases the birds 
in question were in company with one or more Great Black-
backed Gulls, and in nearly all cases with Herring-Gulls, so 
that the intensity of the colour of the mantle could be judged 
fairly accurately by comparison with these, but in no case 
are flying birds included, these being ignored altogether, as 
the colour of their mantles could not be gauged with any 
accuracy. I will call them light and dark respectively, as 
I could not be absolutely certain of their identity, but give 
my observations for what they may be worth :— 

With dark mantles : 1913.—November 5th and 8th, one ; 
December 1st and 6th, one. 1914.—January 29th, two; 
February 1st and 4th, one, 18th two, 19th three, 21st, 24th 
and 25th, one ; March 12th, one among seventeen or eighteen 
light; March 13th four among a dozen light ; March 19th 
and 21st, one. 
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With light mantles: 1913.—November 10th one and De
cember 6th, two. 1914.—February 19th one, 23rd and 24th, 
two, 25th five, 26th and onwards several seen every day. 

I might add tha t Lesser Black-backed Gulls were very 
scarce this winter in this neighbourhood—indeed, I have 
never known so few. 

On May 29th, 1913, I saw on Walney Island a Lesser 
Black-backed Gull, which was quite as dark as a Great 
Black-backed Gull near to it, and I think there is no doubt 
t ha t this was an example of Larus f. fuscus, though the date 
may seem abnormal enough. H. W. ROBINSON. 

BLACK GUILLEMOT IN LANCASHIRE. 
O N February 18th a specimen of the Black Guillemot (Uria 
g. grylle) was captured alive on a pond a t Hare Tarn, 
near Carnforth, north Lancashire, by a farm hand, who 
took it to Mr. E. Murray, the Carnforth taxidermist. 1 
saw the bird there, and found tha t it was an immature 
female. The only other occurrence of this species in 
Lancashire is one mentioned in the Report of the Bury 
Natural History Society of 1871, where it is stated tha t a 
young bird was found dead a t Summerseat by Mr. H. 
Pickup of tha t place. H. W. ROBINSON. 

PARASITISM IN RELATION TO BIRDS.—Mr. H. V. Jones 
writes under this title (Zool., 1914, pp. 41-53) of various 
species of tapeworms found in a number of species of birds. 
Mr. Jones considers it probable tha t the occurrence of 
particular parasites in a certain species of bird may have 
relation to the diet characteristic of tha t species. 

SUMMER-MIGRANTS IN WINTER.—Mr. C. S. Ticehurst 
states (Field, 21.11.14, p. 409) that a solitary Swallow (Chelidon 
r. ruslica) frequented Playden, Sussex, up to December 5th, 
1913, and tha t another appeared on February 12th, 1914, 
and remained for ten days. Mr. P . F . M. Galloway records 
tha t a Sand-Martin (Riparia r. riparia) was seen near 
Reading about ten days before Christmas (Avicultural 
Mag., V., p. 178). Mr. F . J. Stubbs states tha t a Land-Rail 
(Crex crex) was shot a t Oxted, Surrey, on January 27th (Zool., 
1914, p . 76). 

STATUS OF THE GADWALL IN STAFFORDSHIRE (antea, 
p. 261).—Mr. J . R. B. Masefield calls our attention to another 
record of the Gadwall from Patshull in 1908. On investi
gation we find t ha t the species has been definitely reported on 
five occasions from Staffordshire, viz., a t Comberford, near 
Lichfield, in 1873, at Lichfield, in 1881 ; a t Patshull in 1905 
and 1908, and a t Stret ton in 1913. 
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