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SNIPE AND REDSHANK NESTING IN SUSSEX. 

BY 

COLONEL H. W. FEILDEN. 

BOEEER, in Ms excellent work The Birds of Sussex, 
published nearly a quarter of a century ago, thus 
summarizes the status of the Common Snipe in the 
county as a breeding species : " The Snipe breeds 
sparingly in Sussex, but the nest has been found now 
and then on the aforesaid Common [Henfield], as well 
as on the heaths near Baleombe, and on Ashdown 
Forest, Pevensey Level, and Horsham." Dr. N. 1\ 
Ticehurst, in his recent History of the Birds of Kent 
writes: " I cannot help thinking that many more 
[Snipe] breed in Kent than is generally thought. They 
nest regularly in the neighbouring counties of Sussex 
and Surrey, at no more than a mile or so from the county 
boundary, but the fact remains that no more than five 
or six nests have been found in Kent ." 

In this Magazine (Vol. VI., p. 21) Mr. R. 1 . Cheesman 
reports the nesting of a pair of Snipe at Benenden 
(Kent) in 1912, and Dr. Ticehurst comments as follows : 
" On April 30th, 1910, I was able to verify for myself 
the breeding of the Snipe in the Wittersham Levels 
referred to on page 453 of my book ; some six pairs 
were ' d rumming ' there, and I found one nest. The 
only other record I have since received is one from 
Colonel J . M. Rogers, who found a nest of four eggs 
in process of hatching in the Darenth valley on May 
11th, 1908." 

A. E. Knox, in his charming Ornithological Rambles 
in Sussex, written sixty years ago, when we might expect 
the species was more abundant than i t is to-day, does 
not, to the best of my recollection, even refer to the 
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breeding of the Snipe in Sussex, and in his Systematic 
Catalogue merely writes, " Tolerably abundant in the 
winter, on moors and extensive tracts of low meadow-
land after the subsidence of great floods." 

The parish of Burwash, though yearly becoming 
more and more a residential district, still retains some 
sequestered and marshy spots where Snipe breed. I t 
is, however, in the meadows bordering the river Bother 
and its tributary, the Dudwell, in their courses through 
Burwash parish and the adjoining one of Etchingham, 
which are frequently flooded during heavy rains, tha t 
nesting Snipe are found in any numbers. These 
meadows, locally called " brook-lands" or simply 
" brooks," have in some cases a fair sprinkling of 
rushes and long grasses, and in these tussocks the Snipe 
make their nests. 

In Dallington forest two or three pairs of Snipe breed, 
and though I have never actually found the nest of a 
Snipe in the forest, yet I have put up in marshy spots 
old and young birds together, the latter just able to 
fly a t the end of May. 

Ten years ago it is questionable if a pair of Snipe 
nested in the " brooks " of Burwash parish. About 
that time Mr. Foster of Eontridge, the proprietor of 
the land I am referring to, pu t a stop to the taking 
of eggs by trespassers on his estate. After the second 
season of protection a single pair of Snipe was found 
breeding, and the number increased yearly until a t 
the present time it would not be an over-estimate 
to conclude that not less than five-and-twenty pairs 
of Snipe are nesting this spring in the area of 
" brook-lands " owned by Mr. Foster. On April 10th 
I flushed at least twelve pairs, presumably nesting, 
from a rushy marsh of not more than three acres. 
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One of the nests I found had four eggs. Of course 
I did not find all of the twelve nests, the ground 
being boggy and difficult, but no doubt they were 
there. This may seem almost incredible, but in 
Stevenson's Birds of Norfolk, Vol. I I . , p . 306, 
Professor Newton described a small but singularly 
productive breeding-ground of this species that 
formerly existed at Barnham near Thetford, on the 
property of the Duke of Grafton, where in one oasis 
not much larger than a good-sized garden, in the 
breeding-season, there may have been from a dozen to 
a score of pairs. As the Burwash and Etchingham 
Snipes' nests are well preserved from trespassers 
intent on egg-stealing, one might imagine that their 
contents should all be safely hatched, but the head 
keeper informs me that they have an enemy in the 
Rooks, which, especially in dry weather, hunt the 
"brooks " a n d destroy a considerable number of eggs 
of Snipe and Lapwings. The first Snipe's egg I saw 
this spring was on April 6th. I t seems to me that 
the re-establishment of the Snipe as a fairly common 
breeding species in the parishes of Etchingham and 
Burwash is an interesting and pleasing fact. 

Under this system of protection Redshanks have 
taken up nesting-quarters in Burwash and Etchingham 
parishes in the same areas where the Snipe breed: 
a few years ago they were absent from these parts. 
I t appears to me tha t the presence of Redshanks is 
not so much an extension of their breeding-range 
into a narrow wood-girt vale of the Sussex Weald, 
but rather a return to ancient breeding-grounds. The 
valley of the Rother from Etchingham to its mouth 
is overspread with recent alluvium—at no very 
distant geological period it must have been estuarine 
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In historic times the tidal wave flowed as far as 
Newenden, and the Rother was navigable to Etch-
ingham. In those days the valley of the Rother and 
the outlets of its smaller tributaries, such as the 
Dudwell, must have been a paradise for marsh-loving 
bi rds ; and as few birds show closer attachment to 
their breeding-grounds than the Redshank, they 
instinctively return to their primordial breeding-haunts 
if sufficient protection be accorded them : there are 
now some eight pairs nesting. As they do not arrive 
till the end of March, and leave before the shooting-
season commences, they remain undisturbed during 
their stay. 


