
riOTES 
THE LAND-RAIL INQUIRY. 

MR. H. G. ALEXANDER, who has very kindly undertaken to 
work out the results of this inquiry, asks us to state that 
he will be glad of any information regarding the past and 
present status of the Land-Rail, from anyone who has not 
already sent in a schedule. All readers, therefore, who have 
not already given information, are particularly requested 
to apply for schedules direct to Mr. Alexander at 3, Mayfield 
Road, Tunbridge Wells.—EDS. 

NOTES ON EARLY NESTING. 

I VENTURE to think that it may be of interest to record the 
exceptionally early laying of some of the birds in south-east 
Devon this year. Of eight nests of the Goldfinch (Carduelis 
c. britannicus) which have come under my notice, one held 
a complete clutch of five eggs on April 30th : from two, the 
young birds flew on May 29th, and the last of the five hatched 
on May 28th. On May 22nd I found a nest of well-feathered 
young Swallows (Chelidon r. rustica), and the birds flew on 
May 30th ; and a House-Martin's nest, destroyed accidentally 
on May 28th, contained four eggs in an advanced stage of 
incubation. A nest of the Blackcap (Sylvia a. atricapilla) 
contained four eggs on May 3rd, and young Tree-Sparrows 
(Passer m. montanus) were ready to fly ; while House-Sparrows 
(Passer d. domesticus), on the contrary, had only just 
commenced to lay by May 25th. LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

[Though unusually early, the above dates for Goldfinches' 
nests are by no means the earliest on record, for Mr. C. Borrer 
mentions a nest in west Suffolk which contained three eggs 
on April 13th, 1912 (Brit. Birds, VI., p. 254). The Swallows 
were also unusually early, but in the early season of 19^2 
eggs were recorded even from Cumberland as early as 
May 7th (Bull. B.O.C., Vol. XXXII., p. 117). For notes 
on Blackcap, see antea, p. 16. Under natural conditions the 
House-Sparrow is generally rather a late breeder.—F. C. R. 
JOURDAIN.] 

I FOUND the nest of a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus c. collybita) 
apparently completed at Basildon, Berkshire, on April 19th, 
1914, and a nest with one egg at Cromhall, Gloucestershire, 
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on April 23rd, 1894. In Maidenhead. Thicket, on May 
17th, 1914, I found the nest of a Blackcap {Sylvia a. atri-
capilla) with young, which I judged from touch—the nest 
was in briars above my head—to be four or five days old. 
I did not discover how many there were, but laying must 
have been completed by abo'ut the end of April. I found 
the nest of a Land-Bail (Crex crex) with eleven eggs at 
Llangadfan, Montgomeryshire, on May 10th; the first egg 
would have been laid on April 30th. The fine, hot weather 
in the second half of April seems to have made the migrant 
birds begin nesting very soon after arrival, as was the case 
to a greater extent in the famous sunny year of 1893. In 
that year, at Cromhall, Gloucestershire, I found the first 
Whitethroat's egg on April 26th, and the first Nightingale's 
on April 30th; the Chiffehaff also laid some days before the 
end of the month. On April 13th, 1902, I found a Stone-
Curlew's nest with one egg, on the Berkshire Downs. 

A. COLLETT. 

[The dates of nesting for Chiffehaff and Blackcap are both 
remarkably early, and should be compared with previous 
notes on this subject (antea, p. 16). The date for a full 
clutch of Land-Rail is earlier than any of which I have 
records, though Mr. W. Farren has met with a full clutch 
in Cambridgeshire on May 15th. The date for the first 
egg of the Stone-Curlew is also five days earlier than the 
usual time for the first laid eggs in the south of England. 
Whitethroats and Nightingales very rarely begin to lay 
before the beginning of May.—F. C. R. JOTTRDAIN.] 

COCK SPARROW ASSISTING TO INCUBATE. 

LAST year I found a cock House-Sparrow (Passer d. domesticus) 
assisting to incubate, as already recorded (Vol. VII., p. 52). 
This year several of my nesting-boxes were taken by House-
Sparrows, and I frequently put the cock bird off during 
incubation. I caught the cock sitting on one nest (May 8th) 
and dissected him to make doubly certain. I think the 
cock only takes part M the work during the day-time, and 
then only to a limited extent. J. H. OWEN. 

INCURSION OF WAXWINGS. 
BEDFORDSHIRE.—One between Markyate and Dunstable on 

April 15th, 1914 (W. Rowan). 
LANCASHIRE.—Two in a garden at Mariebourne, Wigan, for 

several days in March (J. Few). 
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LESSER WHITETHROAT AND NUTHATCH 
IN ANGLESEY. 

ON May 17th, 1914, my brother and I heard and saw a Lesser 
Whitethroat (Sylvia c. curruca) in a garden on the south 
shore of Red Wharf Bay on the east coast. 

On the same date we both watched for some minutes 
a solitary Nuthatch (Sitta e. britannim) in an oak tree, between 
Beaumaris and Llanfaes. Apparently this is the second 
instance of the occurrence of this species on the island. 

RICHARD W. JONES. 

SHORT INTERVAL BETWEEN TWO NESTS OF ROBIN. 
IN an outhouse at the Junior School, Felsted, Essex, four 
disused leather horse-shoes were hanging from a nail in 
the wall. In February a pair of Robins (Dandalus r. melo-
philus) took possession of one of these, and the first egg was 
laid on March 10th. In due course the eggs hatched out, 
but too frequent inspection at this period by the small boys 
caused the birds to desert. The Robins then nested in a 
ditch not many yards away, and reared a brood. After that 
they came back and made use of another horse-shoe. The 
young birds left this on June 10th. I watched carefully 
the last day or two the young were in the nest, and could 
only detect one bird feeding the young. Another bird, which 
I thought to be the male of the pair, seemed not to take the 
least interest in the young. He spent his time in singing in 
a tree by the door and in building a nest in the third horse
shoe. I t may be mentioned that the third and fourth shoes 
had been separated from the others in April and placed on 
the opposite side of the room. When the young left the nest 
in the second shoe, the nest in the third shoe had been lined 
ready for use. There was also a small amount of nesting 
material in the fourth shoe. On June 19th the nest in the 
third shoe contained four eggs and incubation commenced. 
For two pairs of Robins to build in the same small room 
would seem very extraordinary ; on the other hand if, as I 
consider, the two last nests belonged to one pair, the interval 
between the fledging of the brood and the laying of the other 
set of eggs was remarkably short. J. H. OWEN. 

ALPINE SWIFTS IN SUSSEX. 
IN the early part of June, 1914, a couple of Alpine Swifts 
(Apus m. melba) were noticed flying in company with common 
Swifts at Winchelsea, Sussex, the white under-parts being 
very conspicuous as the birds were flying low at this period. 
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I saw one soon after it had been shot, on June 10th, which 
proved to be a female; the other was shot on June 14th, 
but I did not see it as the man who obtained it thought he 
would not trouble me. 

Although I had been waiting to get information about the 
second bird, it was not until to-day (June 22nd), upon making 
inquiries, that I found it had been obtained. I understand 
it was a male. H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

NESTING-HABITS OP WOODPECKERS. 
IN BRITISH BIRDS, Vol. V., p. 137, I stated that a nest of 
the Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates m, anglicus) and 
a nest of the Green Woodpecker (Picvs v. pluvius), which 
I opened after the young had left in 1911, were very foul. 
This was due, I think, in each case to one or more young 
having died in the holes. The old birds had been unable 
to eject the dead, and this had been the primary cause of 
the foulness. I have since then opened holes when the 
birds have been sitting, during the nestling period, and also 
after the young have flown, and have always found the nests 
very clean (but with a rather disagreeable smell), except 
when a young one has died and not been ejected. I have 
been unable, in the course of several long watches, to see 
any dung carried away by the old birds. As I have always 
found the cup clean, and the dung is not ejected by the 
young themselves when they are old enough to climb to 
the entrance, as in the case of the Starling, this would 
indicate that the parents swallow it, though I am by no 
means certain of this. This year I opened a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker's entrance a little when the young were about 
twelve days old. A day or two later two died and were 
cast out by the parents, I presume because the enlarging of 
the entrance made it possible for them to do so. I t is also 
noticeable that one young one, at least, is usually consider
ably behind the rest in development, which suggests that 
incubation commences before the last egg has been laid. 

J. H. OWEN. 

NESTLING CUCKOO EJECTING TWO 
EGGS AT ONCE. 

ON June 16th, 1914, I was watching a nestling Cuckoo 
(Cuculus c. canorus) turning the^eggs out of a Sedge-Warbler's 
nest. At one attempt it got two eggs behind it and success
fully hoisted them over the brim. This is the only occasion 
on which I have seen two eggs ejected at once, although I 
have been witness of many ejections. J. H. OWEN. 
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CLUTCHES OF FIVE EGGS OF PEREGRINE FALCON. 
WITH reference to the set of five eggs of the Peregrine Falcon 
(Falco p. peregrinus), mentioned by Mr. Jourdain (supra, 
p. 26) as having been taken by me in south Wales, I can 
now add another record of a set of five also found in south 
Wales. My friend, Commander R. E. Vaughan, R.N., took 
three infertile eggs at the end of May, 1910, from a nest 
which also contained two young birds. I t seems curious 
that so many eggs in the set should have been infertile. 

W. M. CONGREVE. 

CORMORANTS NESTING IN NORFOLK. 
AT the present time (June 18th, 1914) a pair of Cormorants 
(Phalacrocorax c. carbo) are nesting in a lake of Lord Hastings', 
in Norfolk, on a large alder tree growing upon an island in 
the lake. The nest, which is an old Heron's nest, repaired 
and enlarged, is too high up to see how many eggs it contains, 
but the old bird sits close as if she was not far off hatching. 
A small settlement of Cormorants used to breed at Fritton, 
in Suffolk, but it is a great many years since this species 
has nested in Norfolk. J. H. GURNEY. 

ASIATIC GOLDEN PLOVERS IN SUSSEX. 
ON April 23rd, 1914, a party of five or six birds of this species 
appeared on Wartling Marsh, near Hurstmonceux, of which 
three were shot (one male and two females) and sent to 
Mr. George Bristow (taxidermist, of Silchester Road, 
St. Leonards-on-Sea), who brought me up one of the birds? 
in the flesh for the purpose of identification. I t had all the 
appearance of being just recently killed. I could not, how
ever, be certain whether it was a specimen of Charadrius d. 
fulvus or of Ch. d. dominions, the American Golden Plover. 
I forwarded the bird to Mr. W. R. Ogilvie-Grant of the 
British Museum (Natural History Department), who kindly 
identified it for me, and wrote that " the bird appears to 
be without doubt the Eastern Asiatic Plover, Ch. fulvus." 

In the Hand-List of British Birds mention is made of but 
two or three examples in Great Britain, none of which were 
obtained in Sussex. THOMAS PARKIN. 

SANDWICH TERNS IN DENBIGHSHIRE. 
As there appears to be no record of the occurrence of the 
Sandwich Tern (Sterna s. sandvicensis) in Denbighshire, it 
may be worth noting that I watched two on May 25th, 1914, 
fishing in Colwyn Bay, in company with three Roseate 
Terns (S. d. dougallii). RICHARD W. JONES. 
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LITTLE GULL IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 

IT is only within the last few weeks that I heard of the first 
definite occurrence of a Little Gull (Larus minutus) in Staf
fordshire, and last week I saw the bird itself in Birmingham. 
It is an adult female in winter-plumage, and was shot near 
Ohasetown on December 2nd, 1911. Dr. MacAldowie, in 
his Birds of Staffordshire, says, " has been shot on the Trent 
in several places near Burton (Edwin Brown)," but it is 
doubtful if these occurrences were not in Derbyshire. 

JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD. 

ERYTHRISTIC EGGS OF BLACK-HEADED GULL. 

WHEN looking over the notes on erythristic eggs of the 
Black-headed Gull (antea, Vol. VII., p. 256), I was reminded 
of a specimen in my collection taken some years ago in the 
neighbourhood of Golspie, though the exact date was not 
ascertained. 

I t is similar to those in the Dunrobin Museum, which were 
shown to me by the Rev. Dr. Joass. T. H. NELSON. 

ICELAND GULL IN KENT. 

ON March 16th, 1914, whilst staying at Dungeness, Kent, I 
had an excellent view of an Iceland Gull (Larus leucopterus) 
in adult plumage. A violent gale was blowing all the morning, 
and a great deal of refuse was thrown up by the tide all along 
the beach. When the tide turned soon after midday, great 
numbers of Gulls came to feed, and whilst I was watching 
them from the window of Mr. Austen's bungalow, I noticed 
this beautiful white-winged Gull amongst the crowd of 
Herring-, Black-headed and other species, not more than a 
hundred yards away. I watched it feeding for half an hour 
or so, but after that, the tide being lower, it went further 
down the shingle and was no longer visible from the window. 
About six o'clock, when the wind fell, I went out on to the 
shore, but I could not see the Iceland Gull any more. Most 
of the Gulls were then out on the water. Mr. Austen, the 
watcher, who saw the bird with me, said it had been about 
all the winter, and added that he had seen single birds in 
other winters. Presumably this bird spent most of its time 
but at sea, and was driven to land for shelter from the 
storm. 

When Dr. N. F. Ticehurst published his History of the Birds 
of Kent in 1909, he was unable to give any definite record of 
this species in the county. H. G. ALEXANDER. 
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" R I N G E D " GUILLEMOT IN ANGLESEY. 
As Mr. H. E. Forrest in his Fauna of North Wales, p. 397, 
states that the " ringed " variety of the Common Guillemot 
(Uria t. troitte) is rarely met with in North Wales, and as the 
bird appears to be almost unknown in the Principality in 
the breeding-season, it may interest your readers to know 
that on May 22nd, 1914, my brother and I obtained an 
exceptionally good view of one which was resting in a fissure 
in the cliff-face opposite the South Stack lighthouse, near 
Holyhead. So far as we could discover all the other 
Guillemots (of which we saw between two and three hundred), 
were of the ordinary form. RICHARD W. JONES. 

MOORHEN COVERING EGGS. 

IT has been stated that Moorhens (Gallinula ch. chloropus) 
never cover the eggs with intent to hide them. This is not 
altogether true, as I have seen cases where the covering must 
have been put on the eggs with this object. For example, on 
April 22nd, 1914, I found a Moorhen's nest on an island in 
Halston lake, near Whittington, Shropshire. This nest was 
on the ground at the foot of a large beech some six or eight 
yards from the water. The site is that of a Mallard's nest, 
and a few sticks were placed sloping against the tree by the 
keepers to make the place lees open. The nest contained six 
eggs and was so covered with leaves that I thought a Pheasant 
or Duck was using the place, and was greatly surprised to see 
Moorhen's eggs in such a place and so well covered. 

J. H. OWEN. 

BIRDS IN NORFOLK IN 1913.—From Mr. J. H. 
Gurney's usual annual report on the ornithology of Norfolk 
for 1913 (Zool., 1914, pp. 161-182) we take the following 
items of interest:—• 

ORTOLAN BUNTING (Emberiza hortulanu).—An adult male 
was taken at Yarmouth on April 28th, and three or four 
were seen on September 2nd, at Blakeney. 

SPOONBILL (Plaialea I. lencorodia).—Between May 1st and 
August 16th, Spoonbills were seen on Breydon on twenty-six 
days. The longest period during which they were not seen 
was from May 29th to June 11th, and the largest number 
seen together was four. 

[NIGHT-HERON (Nycticoraz n. nycticorax).-—One reported 
to be on Holkham Lake on May 16th.] 
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BITTERN (Botaurus s. stettaris).—Although it is not re
corded that either nest or young were found, it is almost 
certain that the Bittern again bred, as it was heard by Mr. 
Gurney on May 8th, and seen by him on June 20th. 

REDSHANK (Tringa totanus).—An egg placed under a hen 
by Mr. G. H. Gurney hatched in twenty-four or five days. 

COMMON CURLEW (Numenius a. arquata).—A nest was 
again found near King's Lynn by Mr. N. Tracy and four 
young were hatched. 

' ROSEATE TERNS (Sterna d. dougallii).—A pair were identi
fied at Blakeney on June 24th, but there is apparently no 
proof that they were nesting. The photograph reproduced 
on page 175 and labelled Lesser Tern, appears to be that of 
a Common Tern. 

BLACK-HEADED BUNTINGS IN YORKSHIRE AND SUSSEX.— 
At the meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club, held on 
May 13th, 1914, Mr. A. F. Griffith exhibited an adult male 
Emberiza melanocephala which had been caught near Halifax 
(Yorkshire) in December, 1910, and kept in an aviary by 
Major Johnson, of Hove, until May, 1912, when it was killed 
by a Corn-Bunting. Mr. Griffith also exhibited a second 
adult male of the same species which had been shot at Battle 
(Sussex) in the first week of April, 1912. Both specimens 
have been presented to the Booth Museum (cf. Bull. B.O.C, 
XXXIIL, pp. 133-4). 

PIED FLYCATCHER IN CO. CORK.—Mr. R. M. Barrington 
notes (Irish Nat., 1914, p. 148) that a male Muscicapa h. 
hypoleuca was taken at the Ballycottin Lighthouse and 
received by him in the flesh on April 19th, 1914. 

WHITE'S THRUSH IN SUSSEX.-—At the May meeting of the 
British Ornithologists' Club, Mr. A. F. Griffith exhibited 
a specimen of Turdus d. aureus, which had been picked up 
dead in a garden at Hove, Sussex, on September 26th, 1898. 
Mr. Griffith himself inspected the bird in the flesh at the 
time. I t was recently presented to the Booth Museum. 

INCREASE OE GANNETS AT LITTLE SKELLIG (KERRY).— 
Mr. McGinley, lightkeeper, informs Mr. Barrington (Irish 
Nat., 1914, p. 134) that the Gannets on the Little Skellig 
are becoming more numerous every year, and have now 
extended to the south-west side. This would appear to be 
now the largest single colony of Sula bassana in the world. 
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FURTHER INCREASE OF FULMAR PETRELS IN IRELAND.— 
Mr. R. M. Barrington announces (Irish Nat., 1914, p. 133) 
that Mr. P. J. McGinley, lightkeeper on the Great Skellig 
(Kerry), writing on March 16th, 1914, states that the Fulmars 
(Fulmarus g. glacialis) arrived, there this year on February 
20th, and that the colony now amounts to more than seventy 
birds. The discovery of this colony was first announced by 
Mr. Barrington in 1913 (aniea, Vol. VII., p. 56), when the 
number of birds breeding was stated to be twenty-four. 
The first Irish colony discovered was that at Horn Head 
(Donegal) originally announced as an " Ulster Cliff." Mr. 
Barrington states that this colony was first discovered by 
Mr. G. V. Stoney in April, 1910. In May, 1911, there were 
about twenty birds there, but in June, 1913, Mr. Barrington 
found about seventy pairs. The second colony was also first 
discovered by Mr. Stoney, who received two eggs from the 
Stags of Broadhaven (Mayo) in May, 1911. In July, 1911, 
the late Richard Ussher discovered near Portacloy (almost 
opposite the Stags of Broadhaven), another colony, and made 
the first announcement of the fact that Fulmars were breed
ing in Ireland.. The fourth colony to be discovered was the 
one on the Great Skellig mentioned above, and the fifth 
one on Tory Island (Donegal) as recorded by R. J. Ussher 
in 1913 (cf. Vol. VII., p. 175). 

SANDWICH TERN BREEDING IN JERSEY.—Mr. G. F. B. de 
Gruchy records (Field, 20.VI.14, p. 1329) that on June 7th, 
1914, he found two nests with eggs of Sterna s. sandvicensis 
on an islet off Jersey. 
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