
PDTES 
DESTRUCTION O F SEA-BIRDS I N A STORM AT 

TEESMOUTH. 
N E V E R within the memory of Cleveland residents has there 
been such a remarkable storm, nor one so disastrous to 
bird-life, as tha t which arose with startling suddenness, 
and swept over the Teesmouth, shortly after noon on 

GULLS KILLED BY THE STORM : THERE WERE FORTY OR MORE 
IN THIS SPOT. 

(Photographed by Dr. A. S. Robinson.) 

July 2nd, 1914. A vivid and alarming display of lightning 
heralded a cyclone of terrific violence, accompanied by a 
heavy fall of hail, with large lumps of clear ice, and it was 
afterwards found tha t great havoc had been wrought 
amongst the seabirds in the estuary, several hundreds being 
killed and washed up to high-tide mark. 

On visiting the scene next day, my wife and I saw the 
bodies of gulls scattered in all directions, and counted 
upwards of three hundred within a distance of a quarter 
of a mile, near Redcar jet ty, without taking into con
sideration those by the breakwater side. In some places 
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they were in groups of from six to twenty, or more, and 
others had been driven against the jetty, where they were 
partly buried in the sand. A bogey load had been taken 
away by workmen, and many wounded birds had sought 
refuge amongst blocks of slag, or had wandered to the river 
channel, where they were either caught by boys or carried 
off on the tide. Two or three adult Curlews and a Duck 
were picked up on the sands, and an adult Gannet was 
captured amongst the bents on the breakwater. I feel sure 
that if other three hundred be added to the numbers 
mentioned, this would form a very low estimate of the total 
casualties. 

With the exception of a few Lesser Black-backed Gulls, 
the birds examined by my friends and myself were Common 
Gulls (Larus tonus) and Black-headed Gulls (L. ridibwndus), 
in the proportion of about three of the former to one of the 
latter. Most of the Common Gulls had a few immature 
feathers on the back and wings; nearly all L. ridibimdus 
were in adult plumage. Almost all those I saw had broken 
wings or wounds on the head, and there can be no doubt that 
these injuries were caused by the large pieces of jagged ice 
driven by a furious gale. Several Black-headed Gulls were 
in a dazed condition, and weak on their legs, whilst the feet 
and legs of some dead birds were contracted and drawn up 
close to the body. A score or more of Gulls were skinned, 
and in every case there was evidence of serious injury from 
blows on the back, head, or wings. An adult Curlew had 
its skull fractured in two places, a broken wing, the neck 
damaged, and the tail completely shorn off. 

An old wildfowler, whom I have known for many years, 
and on whose veracity 1 can rely, witnessed the whole 
occurrence. He tells me that when the storm was approach
ing, he saw a large assemblage of Gulls, regular frequenters 
of the Tees "slems," showing signs of uneasiness and 
screaming loudly in alarm, then rise in a body and make for 
the marsh; but before they got halfway across the sands 
the cyclone struck them, and they were lost to view. When 
the storm had passed the sands were strewn with dead Gulls, 
and dozens of wounded were helplessly struggling about. 
As my informant walked amongst them they showed no 
fear, evidently suffering from shock and buffeting by the 
wind and ice. 

If I had not had ocular proof of the peculiar and 
tremendous force of the storm, I would hesitate to mention 
an almost incredible statement made by a resident at the 
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breakwater, who declares that he found some wounded Gulls 
actually held by one or both of their wings being embedded 
and driven into the sands by the ice, so rendering them 
powerless to escape. He released the unfortunates in such 
predicaments. 

Three badly-stunned Black-headed Gulls were placed in 
my garden at Redcar on July 3rd, Next morning two 
had flown, and later in the afternoon the third one, whilst 
I was showing it to some visitors, got on the wing and 
flew off. 

As regards the size of the pieces of ice which fell, I have 
the following reliable information. A master plumber and 
his men were doing some work in the " Look-out" near the 
fort on the breakwater, when a piece of ice shattered a 
large sheet of glass (26 ozs., as it is termed). One of 
the men picked up the piece of ice, and the master told me 
it measured over 3 in. in length by about £ in. in diameter. 
The men saw many more pieces of ice falling outside. 

T. H. NELSON. 

PIED WAGTAIL'S NEST BUILT IN MOVING 
RAILWAY TRUCK. 

A BAILWAY truck was loaded with timber (larch trees) at 
Knighton in Radnorshire on May 1st, 1914, and left there 
the next day. The truck arrived at Birchenwood Colliery, 
north Staffordshire, on May 6th following, and was unloaded 
the same day. During the unloading of the timber a Pied 
Wagtail's nest containing two eggs was found on the top 
of the timber. The nest is described as made of dried grass 
and roots, with sheep's wool and pieces of ragged twine 
woven in—the lining was cowhair. I have seen the eggs 
and they are undoubtedly those of the Pied Wagtail. The 
only explanation appears to be that the birds commenced 
to build the nest immediately the timber was loaded in 
Radnorshire, and they must have followed the truck on its 
journey and completed the nest, and laid the eggs during 
transit. The nest appeared to be deserted when the truck 
arrived at its destination. I have verified the facts as far 
as I can, and believe them to be correct. I have heard of 
similar cases before. JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD. 

BREEDING-HABITS OF WILLOW-TIT IN KENT. 

ON April 21st, 1914, a nest of a Willow-Tit was shown me 
in Cranbrook, Kent, by Mr. C. A. Winch and Mr. R. 
Watts. The hdle was bored entirely by the birds in a 
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rotten willow-post in a fence. I t then contained one egg. 
On May 3rd the nest contained nine eggs, and the bird was 
sitting. There were chips of wood on the ground, as well 
as in the nest, but the majority must have been carried 
away by the bird ; the post contained also two broken-down 
nest-cavities of previous years. I sent one of the birds to 

NESTING-HOLE OF WILLOW-TIT IN A POLE IN A HOP-GARDEN 
IN KENT. 

Mr. Witherby, who very kindly confirmed my identification. 
The male took no part in incubation, but fed the hen 

on the nest; occasionally she left the nest at his call and 
was fed on a branch, returning to her duties immediately. 
I have noticed this also in the case of the Marsh-Tit. The 
food given proved to be small buds, which he searched for 
in the higher foliage of the willow-trees. The nest, which 
weighed as much as two sixpenny-pieces, contained no moss 
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and was lightly constructed of rabbit's hair mixed with 
down-feathers from a Mallard's nest and numerous fragments 
of decayed willow; the lumps of hair so characteristic of 
the nests of other Tits had been combed out and pulled 
to pieces by these birds. 

On May 4th another Willow-Tit's nest was shown me in 
Cranbrook by Mr. A. A. Moore, about three miles from the 
other. I t contained seven, eggs, and the bird was sitting. 
One egg had been laid on the ground before the nest was 
completed. The nest was fifteen feet from the ground in a 
willow-pole supporting wirework in a hop-garden. The hole 
was bored by the birds; the inside wood was decayed, but the 
bark was still tough. It is remarkable that the bird should 
have found a suitable willow-pole among many hundreds 
of bare poles mostly of chestnut. About three feet from the 
ground, in the same post, there was a nest-cavity of a 
previous year of which the side had fallen away. The nest 
contained chips, and there were none on the ground, but 
as the hole was in an exposed position and high up they 
might have been scattered by wind. The nest contained 
no moss, but only narrow strips of wood and vegetable fibre 
threaded among soft fibres from a sack, with a little wool 
and a few small feathers, which altogether weighed as much 
as a sixpenny-piece. The entrance hole was an irregular 
circle, and the boring followed the line of the softest wood. 
The bark was removed beside the sitting bird and I noted 
the buff lines on the wing. 

On May 10th I examined with Mr. J. Springett a nest of 
a Marsh-Tit (Partis p. dresseri) in my garden, built in a natural 
hole in a laurel stump. The nest-chamber was exceptionally 
small, but no attempt had been made to enlarge it. There 
were six eggs, indistinguishable from those of the Willow-Tit, 
and the bird was sitting. The nest weighed less than a 
sixpenny-piece and consisted of a felted layer of cat's and 
rabbit's hair without a particle of moss and no chips. We 
caught the bird on the nest and identified her. 

I consider Marsh- and Willow-Tits very hard to distinguish 
with any degree of certainty in the field. The notes, perhaps, 
are the most satisfactory means when one has once learnt 
them. The nest-construction and nest-hole I place next. 
The buff edges to the secondary wing-feathers in the Willow-
Tit are easily confused with lights reflected along the edges 
of the same feathers in the Marsh-Tit. The difference in 
the black of the head and shape of tail is not easy to see 
unless you have the two birds together. 
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As I have searched nearly every likely place in this and 
neighbouring parishes without further success, the Willow-
Tit may be considered rare in this district. 

ROBERT E. CHEESMAN. 

WILLOW-TIT BREEDING IN CHESHIRE. 

ON April 21st, 1914, I watched at close quarters a pair of 
Willow-Tits (Parus a. hleinschmidti) feeding in an oak at 
Dunham Woodhouses, Cheshire. I followed them to a large 

NESTING-HOLE OF THE WILLOW-TIT. 

(Photographed by H. H. Storey). 

willow on the bank of the River Bollin, and found them 
at their nesting-hole in a rotten part of the tree. When I 
visited the place again on May 27th I found the birds busy 
feeding their young—almost entirely on small greenish-yellow 
grubs. On both dates they uttered almost perpetually a 
" chee " note, occasionally prefacing it with a few thin, 
sharp notes. I noticed that one of the birds was rather 
duller in appearance and browner on the crown than the 
other, though the brown-black colour of the cap was quite 
evident in both. 
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After the young had flown I examined the nesting-hole 
and nest: the hole opened almost immediately (in about 
two inches) into a practically circular cavity, which had 
evidently been hollowed out by the birds themselves, though 
I did not actually see them at work ; the cavity was 6J inches 
deep, and about 5J inches across. The bottom of the cavity 

WILLOW CONTAINING THE WILLOW-TIT'S NESTING-HOLE 
AT DUNHAM WOODHOUSES, CHESHIRE. 

(Photographed by H. H. Storey). 

was quite rounded and smooth, like a saucer ; on this the 
actual nest lay. It was of fair size and quite compact, but 
was made of very light materials and weighed only half an 
ounce. Very fine wool, hair and vegetable fibre (such as is 
found on sallows after they have flowered), with a few small 
feathers and some little pieces of dried grass, were woven 
together into a thick mat with a good deal of powdered 
rotten wood. 

F 
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Mr. T. A. Coward saw the birds on May 30th and confirmed 
my identification. 

The only previous nest in Cheshire was that found near 
Bowdon in 1913 by Mr. T. A. Coward (Vol. VII., p . 116). 
The bird probably occurs sparingly throughout the district, 
though we have only seen it rarely, and it is evidently not 
at all common. The accompanying photographs showing 
the nesting-hole and the surroundings were taken by 
Mr. H. H. Storey. A. W. BOYD. 

UNUSUAL NESTING-SITE OP MISTLE-THRUSH. 
TAKING shelter under a small shed during a storm in east 
Devon, I was surprised to see the nest of a Mistle-Thrush 
(Turdus v. viscivorus) placed on the angle of two beams. It 
was composed largely of stiing and contained four eggs. 

LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

[Though the site mentioned is very unusual for this species, 
it is not unprecedented. Mr. S. G. Cummings found a nest 
in the gable end of a ruined cottage at Rhosneigr, Anglesey. 
Mr. G. A. B. Dewar also reports a nest resting on a project
ing beam under the eaves of a house, and in the Isle of Man 
several instances of nests on buildings have been recorded, 
the most remarkable being behind the letters advertising 
a chemist's shop in front of a row of houses at Port Erin 
{Birds of the Isle of Man, p. 3). Nests on rocks and in 
quarries or stone walls have been frequently reported.— 
P.C.R.J.] 

[In 1901 I found and photographed a nest built on a 
horizontal beam, some twelve feet from ground, against the 
angle of two adjacent walls inside a large barn at Ewhurst, 
Sussex. In the following year, at the same place, I photo
graphed a nest with four eggs, built on the top of three 
wooden hurdles leaning against an iron fence that separated 
two grass fields.—N.F.T.] 

UNUSUALLY LARGE CLUTCH OP REDBREAST'S 
EGGS. 

IT may be considered of sufficient interest to record a clutch 
of no less than nine eggs of the Robin {Dandalus r. melophilus). 
The nest was found in a bank in east Devon on April 24th, 
1914, and then contained six eggs. The fact that one egg 
was laid each day from then until April 27th inclusive, tends 
to show that the eggs were the product of one female, unless, 
of course, a second female started to lay some time after 
the first. Howard Saunders, writing of the number of eggs 
laid by the Robin, says " occasionally as many as seven or 



VOL. vm.] NOTES. 75 

even eight," but no other authority to whom I have been 
able to refer gives more than seven as the maximum. 

LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 
[Clutches of eight eggs of the Robin have been recorded 

on several occasions, from Fifeshire, N.B. (Ann. Scott. Nat. 
Hist., 1906, p. 143), North Wales (C. S. Meares), etc. Mr. 
E. B. Dunlop found a nest with nine eggs near Windermere 
in 1905, and noted that the eggs were not all laid on con
secutive days. He also mentions a nest with ten eggs.— 
F.G.R.J.] 

CURIOUS SITE FOR A BLACKBIRD'S NEST. 
THIS spring a Blackbird (Turdus m. merula) has nested in 
a very strange place. A deep sewer was being constructed 

BLACKBIRD'S NEST IN AN EXCAVATION 16 FEET FROM 
THE SURFACE. 

(Photographed by Mr. C. Hennell). 

and excavations were made some twenty feet deep in a 
sandy soil involving boards and struts ; at an angle in the 
boarding sixteen feet below the surface, as shown in the 
photograph, a Blackbird built her nest and laid four eggs. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the trench was used and 
workmen constantly passed the nest, she hatched off three 
eggs, and when the young had flown the trench was filled in. 
This was in an open field about fifty yards from a wood. 

WALTER CAVE. 
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CURIOUS BREAK IN NESTING ACTIVITIES OP 

HOUSE-MARTINS. 

A NUMBER of House-Martins (Hirundo u, urbica) made their 
first appearance for the year at Branscombe, in east Devon, 
on the afternoon of April 20th, 1914. Prom early morning 
of the next day until after dusk they were busy collecting 
material from the edge of a neighbouring stream and flying 
off to a barn close at hand under the eaves of which a great 
number of nests are built. Owing to the wild weather 
experienced each winter in this locality, nothing but the 
remnants of a few old nests were left, and there was not one 
that could have been rebuilt under many days. On the 
morning of the 22nd, a little more work was done, but from 
noon on that day until May 8th not a bird was to be seen 
working, although there appeared to be nothing in the state 
of the weather, or the mud at the edge of the stream, to 
hinder them. LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

INCREASE OF TUFTED DUCK BREEDING IN 
NORTHUMBERLAND. 

THERE is a considerable increase in the Tufted Duck (Nyroca 
fuligula) breeding in Northumberland this season. More 
are breeding at Alnwick : I noted four broods of seven, 
four, seven, and three on the lake at Newton in south 
Northumberland, and several broods at Hallington and 
Netherwitton. If sportsmen will refrain from shooting 
them there is little doubt that Tufted Ducks will become 
established as breeding-birds all about the county. 

M. PORTAL. 

GREAT SHEARWATERS AT ST. KILDA, 

ON June 19th, 1914, when boating in Village Bay, St. Kilda, 
off Dun, with Mr. A. G. Ferguson of Glasgow, we came up 
with a Great Shearwater (Pufjinus gravis) which had been 
about in the bay for some days. The bird was very tame, 
and was easily secured. I t proved to be a mature male, but 
very thin, and from the appearance on dissection, was 
certainly not breeding this year. On June 26th Finlay 
McQueen found another floating dead in the bay. 

E. W. WADE. 

[A good many Great Shearwaters have been seen and 
several obtained from time to time near St. Kilda, generally 
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from June to August. Eggs of the Great Shearwater were 
obtained by Mr. P. 0. Keytel in the Tristan d'Aeunha group 
of islands, and there is no doubt that the bird's breeding 
quarters are in the islands of the South Atlantic, and that 
it migrates northwards in our summer.—EDS.] 

EARLY NESTING OF TURTLE-DOVE. 
IT may be of interest to record that I discovered a Turtle-
Dove (Streptopelia t. turtur) sitting on her eggs at Edenbridge, 
Kent, on May 15th, 1914, which would appear to be a very 
early date for this species. H. H. PAEWIO. 

[The date is decidedly early, but we have the following 
records : Nest and one egg. Essex, May 1st (J. H. Owen); 
nest and two eggs, Sussex, May 19th {Bull. B.O.C., XXX., 
pp. 144 and 147); nest and two eggs, Warwick, May 19th; 
(t.c, XXXII., p. 144), two nests with two eggs each, 
Cambridgeshire, May 16th and 18th, 1893, and nest with 
two young (two or three days old), May 22nd, 1893 
(N.F.T.).—EDS.1 

ROSEATE TERNS IN IRELAND. 
ON June 5th, 1914, when visiting the nesting site of 
the Roseate Tern (Sterna d. dougattii) discovered in 1913 
(ef. Vol. VII., p. 186), I identified only two pairs and an 
odd bird of this species from amongst the other Terns. 
By July 6th, on which date a second visit was made to the 
spot, not a single Roseate Tern was to be seen or heard. I t 
can be assumed, therefore, that the birds noted on June 5th 
left the place during the interval of the two visits, and did 
not attempt to breed there. I t is well known that Terns 
change their breeding-grounds from time to time for reasons 
not yet explained, and possibly this habit predominates 
to a greater extent in the Roseate Tern than it does in the 
case of either the Common or Arctic Tern. 

G. R. HUMPHREYS. 

LONG-TAILED SKUAS IN CUMBERLAND, 
YORKSHIRE AND IRELAND. 

WHILE walking along the shore at Drigg, Cumberland, on 
June 11th, 1914, I picked up a dead Long-tailed Skua 
(Stercorarius longicaudus) which had apparently been washed 
ashore. The bird was in M l plumage, and the two central 
tail-feathers were 9J ins. longer than the rest of the tail-
feathers. I forwarded it to Dr. Clubb, Director of the 
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Liverpool Museum, but it was only possible to preserve 
the wings and tail. As this Skua is very uncommon on the 
west coast of England, this occurrence may be of interest. 

E. XJ. SAVAGE. 

An example of the Long-tailed Skua was killed at 
Withens Reservoir, Oragg Vale, in the Hebden Bridge 
district, south-west Yorkshire, on June 14th, 1914, by-
Mr. V. Jowett. I t was despatched to the Morley Museum, 
the Curator, Mr. E. J. Gentry, kindly informing me of the 
occurrence. Answering my inquiry of a later date, Mr. 
Gentry states that the bird was identified by Mr. Parkin, 
taxidermist, of Wakefield, who has been entrusted with its 
preservation. The two central tail-feathers were six inches 
longer than the other tail-feathers. Nelson (Birds of York
shire, II., p. 706) states that this bird's visits, as a rule, take 
place in autumn only; and that the earliest example was 
taken alive at Redcar on June 20th, 1849, a most unusual 
date for the occurrence of any bird of this family so far 
south. He also adds that the bird has not been recorded 
on the spring passage northwards, but that doubtless it 
occurs at that period. WALTER GEEAVES. 

WHEN fishing on Lough Arrow, co. Sligo, I spent some time 
on June 11th, 1914, in the company of a Long-tailed Skua, 
a most absurdly tame bird. I t was feeding close to the boat 
on May-flies, and I quite believe I could have caught it in 
the landing net had I wished to do so. I first heard of the 
bird from a friend fishing there about June 7th or 8th, and 
from others also. Nobody knew what it was. I was 
unlucky enough to expose the only three films I had with me 
when I first came across the bird, and before I found out 
how very tame it was. Had I but waited I could have got 
a photograph of it sitting on the shore not more than five 
or six feet away from me. 

I have never seen a more graceful flier: it simply glided 
about through the air without apparent effort. I have 
been assured that birds have no power of movement in the 
extremities of long tail-feathers, but the accompanying photo
graph of the bird flying and just about to alight on the 
water seems to indicate otherwise. 

On May 31st, a friend also fishing with me on Lough 
Arrow, told me he had seen a bird which he thought must be 
a Skua, though he only knew the bird from books. Prom 
his description I concluded it was a Richardson's or else 
Pomatorhine. On my sending him a print of the Long-tailed 
Skua, he said that his Skua was not the one I photographed, 
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m his had no white on it at all, so that it would appear 
that there were two Skuas on the lake when we were there. 

LONG-TAILED SKUA ON LOUGH ARROW, JUNE 11TH, 1914. 
ABOUT TO ALIGHT. 

(Photographed by J. A. Dockray). 

It is hardly surprising, as we had most tempestuous and 
cold weather. JOHN A. DOCKRAY. 

MOORHEN COVERING EGGS. 
MB. J. H. OWEN'S note on page 54 reminds me of 
a correspondence on this subject in the Zoologist (1898, 
p. 506 ; 1899, pp. 30 and 81). Seebohm in his History of 
British Birds (II., p. 561) stated that " the Waterhen 
generally covers her eggs when she leaves the nest with 
pieces of surrounding vegetation," and Dixon in his Game 
Birds and Wild-Fowl of the British Isles (p. 85 of the 4to 
Edition) also said : " When the sitting bird leaves the nest, 
it covers the eggs with bits of vegetation." In support of 
this statement Dixon gives the names of Bewick, Waterton, 
Naumann, Stevenson and Stanley and refers to an instance 
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in Stanley's History of Birds (p. 299). Mr. A. Bankes 
(Zool. 1899, p. 82) also describes how a Moorhen, disturbed 
from a nest with nine eggs, partly covered them with pieces 
of seaweed and a fresh green leaf or two. It is evident, 
however, that this is not the usual habit of this species, 
though occasional instances do undoubtedly occur, for every 
field worker must have seen scores of nests which were 
not so covered, and the statements by Seebohm and Dixon 
are examples of the fallacy of founding a general rule upon 
particular exceptions. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

MOORHEN HATCHING TWO BROODS IN ONE NEST. 
ON April 25th, 1914, I found a nest of a Moorhen (Gallimda 
ch. ckloropus) containing nine eggs. The nest was built in 
the top of a thorn bush some ten feet high and had as a 
foundation an old Blackbird's or Song-Thrush's nest. The 
entire clutch was safely hatched and the young swimming 
about on May 1st. On June 4th, while fishing, I was 
surprised to see a Moorhen come off the same nest, which 
on examination proved again to contain nine eggs. The 
whole of these, too, were successfully hatched by June 12th. 

LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 
[Stevenson, Birds of Norfolk (II., p. 415), says that as 

many as three broods are sometimes reared in a season 
from one nest.—F.C.R.J.] 

BLACKCAP SINGING IN WINTER IN OXFORDSHIRE.—Mr. 
O. V. Aplin records (Zool. 1914, p. 237) a male Sylvia a. 
atricajrilla in his garden at Bloxham on February 28th, 1914. 
" It sang a little but only got out one good high note." On 
March 13th it sang well. 

FULMAR PETRELS AT BUTT OF LEWIS.—Mr. R. Clyne notes 
(Scot. Nat., 1914, p. 165) that for the first time some examples 
of Fulmarus g. glacialis were seen at Butt of Lewis on 
April 24th, 1914, and a few remain "evidently intending 
to breed." The cliffs here are only about 100 feet high. 
Last year Fulmars were reported as breeding on the east 
side of Lewis (cf. B.B., Vol. VII., p. 203). 
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