
MOTES 
BIRDS MIGRATING NORTHWARDS IN OCTOBER. 

AN unusually strong migration of Lapwings, Starlings, Gulls 
(chiefly Herring-Gulls), Redwings, Sky-Larks, with finches 
and other species in smaller numbers, and one Grey Shrike, 
took place on the coast of north Norfolk on October 7th, 
1914, being particularly remarked in the parishes of Cromer, 
Northrepps, and Overstrand. The morning was quite fine, 
with a gentle wind from the north, in which direction the 
wind had been high on the previous day (when it registered 
at Northrepps, one mile from the sea: N. force 4 at 8 a.m., 
N.N.E. force 3 at 10 a.m., N. force 3 at 2 p.m., and N.N.E. 
force 1 at 10 p.m.). All the birds were flying either dead 
against the wind, or slightly north-north-west, and there 
can be little doubt that it was owing to the wind that they 
were going in this unusual direction. One does not expect 
to see migrants going north in October without a reason. 

My attention was first drawn to the movement at 7 a.m., 
but it was in full progress at six o'clock, and had probably 
been going on most of the night. At 11 a.m. it had distinctly 
slackened, and by mid-day was practically over. In those 
six hours it is a reasonable estimate to say that twelve 
thousand Lapwings must have passed over the parishes of 
Northrepps and Overstrand, and say ten thousand Starlings, 
ten thousand Gulls, and five thousand birds of other species, 
all going north, or nearly so. The Redwings and Sky-Larks 
went by in threes and fours, but all the Lapwings and 
Gulls were in flocks, averaging perhaps forty birds apiece, 
and all were flying rather slowly, as if they had come a 
long way. 

On the coast of north Lincolnshire Mr. Caton Haigh writes 
that a similar passage of birds was observed on the same 
day, but here the direction of the flight was north-west. I t 
seems evident therefore that the migrants were following 
the coast-line, and made no attempt to cross the North 
Sea. One of the Plover netters told Mr. Caton Haigh 
that it was the biggest flight of Lapwings he had ever 
known, and these men have long experience at their 
trade. J. H. GUBNEY. 
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HABITS OF BROODING BIRDS AND NESTLINGS 
AT NIGHT. 

IN the October issue of British Birds, Mr. J. H. Owen, 
writing of the Spotted Flycatcher, says (p. 116): " after the 
young are twelve days old they are not brooded at night." 
I have examined the nests of Blackbirds, Song-Thrushes, and 
Robins at night and have found that when the young are 
half-feathered the old birds do not brood them by night, 
although they may continue to do so by day. Young 
Blackbirds and Thrushes, examined by lantern light, behaved 
just as by day. The behaviour of young Robins, however, 
under similar circumstances was different. I examined two 
nests, one in 1913 and one in 1914, and found that when 
the nest was disturbed, the nestlings responded by a most 
curious spasmodic action which appeared to be quite 
unconscious, and was only evoked by the stimulus of touch. 
With ruffled plumage they darted their heads over the nest-
brim with great rapidity, while their bodies were agitated 
until the whole nest quivered. They accompanied these 
actions by a snapping noise similar to that made by two 
Thrushes when fighting. I have never heard this sound 
from a Robin, either adult or young, before. I t should be 
mentioned that this attack, if one may call it so, was never 
directed at the disturbing finger, but seemed to be quite 
purposeless. I timed the demonstration, and found that 
in one nest it lasted twenty to twenty-five seconds, and in 
the other only half as long. I never could get any response 
to disturbance during the day-time, and so far I have not 
noticed the action in other broods examined by night, which 
were Blackbirds and Thrushes. MAUD D. HAVIXAND. 

BREEDING STATUS OP LINNET IN THE 
SCILLY ISLES. 

I N their paper on the "Birds of Scilly " in the Zoologist 
(1906, p. 250), Messrs. Clarke and Rodd state that : "The 
Linnet occurs in large and frequent flocks, often mixed with 
Chaffinches, in autumn and spring, and irregularly throughout 
the winter. I t has not hitherto been recorded as nesting at 
Scilly, but in 1903 nests were found on Garrison Hill, St. 
Mary's, and on St. Martin's, and in 1904 on Tresco." I t 
would appear that it has considerably increased as a nesting 
species since then, for I found three nests round Old Town, 
St. Mary's, in 1914, quite by accident, and had I searched, 
should no doubt have found many more, judging by the 
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number of family parties which I saw on the Garrison Hill, 
St. Mary's, during the latter part of June and the first 
week in July. The only brood which I kept under observa
tion left the nest on May 14th. On April 29th and 30th 
there were enormous flocks on St. Agnes on migration. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

TREE-PIPIT NESTING IN THE SCILLY ISLES. 
IN their paper on the " Birds of Scilly " in the Zoologist 
(1906), Messrs. Clarke and Rodd state (p. 247) that the Tree-
Pipit (Anthus t. trivialis) has been occasionally observed 
in autumn on Tresco and St. Mary's, once on St. Martin's, 
and twice on Bryher, and an adult male was found dead on 
St. Agnes early in June, 1902. They state, further, that 
the bird is probably often overlooked, and may be a regular 
autumn-visitor. 

On July 2nd, 1914, I found a nest of this species contain
ing four young near Old Town, St. Mary's, and as I later 
received a leg with ring from one of the brood, it would 
seem that the whole brood fell victims to one of the numerous 
cats which are a perfect pest on this and other of the 
inhabited islands. I t is thus possible that the bird found on 
St. Agnes in June, 1902, may have been breeding. I may 
also mention that I procured an adult male on St. Mary's 
on April 19th, 1914. , H. W. ROBINSON. 

LATE BREEDING OF YELLOW WAGTAIL. 
ON July 12th, 1914, when a meadow in Tatham, north 
Lancashire, was being cut, a nest of young Yellow Wagtails 
{Motacilla / . rayi) was cut through. On August 1st in a 
pasture-field I saw a Yellow Wagtail leave a nest containing 
four incubated eggs. I saw both bird and eggs the following 
day, but on visiting the nest four days later there were only 
three eggs and they were quite cold. The next day all the 
eggs had gone. Most likely these were the same parent 
birds, as the nests were within fifty yards of each other. 

G. SANDERSON. 

[Although as a rule the Yellow Wagtail lays in the latter 
half of May or early in June and rears only one brood, yet 
exceptionally it breeds much earlier, and probably where 
second broods are reared they are the produce of these early 
nesters. F. S. Mitchell (Birds of Lancashire, p. 46, 2nd ed.) 
states that sometimes they begin to sit as early as April 26th, 
though usually quite a month later. Nests with eggs were 
also reported from Denbigh on April 23rd, 1906, and Somerset 

M 



146 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. VIII. 

on April 24th, 1906 (Bull B.O.G., XX., p. 105). On the 
other hand, Mr. W. Fitzherbert-Brockholes (British Birds, 
VI., p. 126) records eggs on July 16th, 1909, and Mr. H. F. 
Witherby found young almost fledged in Suffolk on August 3rd, 
1914. As there is an interval of eleven or twelve weeks 
between the earliest and latest records of eggs, it is tolerably 
certain that in some cases two broods are reared.—F.C.R.J.] 

WILLOW-TIT IN NORTH-EAST NORFOLK. 
ON September 8th, 1914, I heard and saw a Willow-Tit 
(Parus atricapillus) in a plantation a few miles from the 
coast of north-east Norfolk ; the previous day a remarkable 
number of black-capped Tits (either Marsh- or Willow-) had 
been noticed in another plantation rather nearer the coast. 

This suggests the possibility of a migratory movement 
along the east coast in autumn, of which some evidence 
has already been furnished in British Birds (Vol. IV., 
pp. 248 and 284). The birds procured by Dr. C. B. Ticehurst 
in Suffolk, and Mr. G. H. Caton Haigh in Lincolnshire, in 
autumn and winter, were shown to be British Willow-Tits 
(P. a. kleinschmidti). I was, of course, unable to assign 
the bird I. saw to any particular race. 

It may be worth while to add that in the second half 
of September and the first week of October this year (1914) 
I saw Willow-Tits with unusual frequency, and in an unusual 
variety of places, near Tunbridge Wells. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

ICTERINE WARBLER IN SUSSEX. 
A SPECIMEN of the Icterine Warbler (Hypolais icterina) was 
obtained at Hollington Park, St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex, 
on August 26th, 1914. I examined it in the flesh, and found 
it to be an immature male. H. W. FOKD-LINDSAY. 

DARTFORD WARBLER IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
I AM not aware whether the Dartford Warbler (Sylvia undata 
dartfordiensis) has been reported from Warwickshire ; the 
species certainly does not appear in the list of birds com
piled by the late R. F. Tomes for the Victoria History of 
the County of Warwick, Vol. I., 1904, nor is the county 
credited with an occurrence in the fourth edition of Yarrell's 
British Birds. During the past two days (October 9th and 
10th, 1914) I have been watching an individual bird of this 
species on a tract of gorse-land some few miles distant 
from Stratford-on-Avon. For obvious reasons I do not 
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particularize the spot, more especially as it is to be hoped 
that the Furze-Wrens may permanently establish themselves 
there, if indeed they have not already done so. So far as 
I could tell, as the result of six hours' search, only one bird 
was in evidence. REGINALD HUDSON. 

FOOD OF SPARROW-HAWKS AND METHOD OF 
FEEDING YOUNG. 

I CAN confirm all that Dr. Penrose and Mr.^Heatley Noble 
write (antea pp. 98-100,119) about the food of Sparrow-Hawks 
and the methods in which it is delivered to the young. 

For over forty years we have never disturbed any Sparrow-
Hawks' nests on the Hever or Stonewall Estates (Kent), and 
I do not think we have had to destroy more than half a dozen 
old hens for depredations done in the rearing-field. The 
harmless Kestrel (for I believe it is almost entirely harmless 
to wild game) is often far more troublesome in the rearing-
field than the vast majority of Sparrow-Hawks. The 
time of year and methods of hunting are conducive to this. 
The Kestrel breeds early when food is comparatively 
scarce and there is not much cover in the fields. 

The coops with young Pheasants are put out early in May, 
the young wander about in the short grass, the foster-mother 
can only see straight before her, and cannot give warning 
to her brood, which depend on her for protection. A Kestrel 
hanging in the air, it may be quite a long way off. sees those 
tempting morsels and comes in with a long slanting stoop 
(I have often seen him do it) and picks one up. He finds it 
so easy that he comes again and will continue to do so until 
stopped. It is always the cock which is the culprit: the hen 
is sitting or has small young. Later in the season one 
rarely has any trouble with a Kestrel—food is abundant. 
Mice are exposed by the mowing machines, etc., and there 
are plenty of cockchafers and young finches, etc. The 
opportunity to take the young of wild game does not occur 
to the Kestrel as his method of hanging in the air " gives 
him away " to every mother with a brood, and she keeps 
the young motionless until the coast is clear. 

The Sparrow-Hawk, breeding late in the year, hatches 
its young when food is most abundant and easily procured. 
Until the young are strong enough to pull up their own food 
the cock does the whole of the foraging, the hen waiting by 
the nest or on it. The quality of the food brought by the 
male can be easily proved by the feathers left round the 
plucking places. There are generally two or three of these 
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within about 100 yards. Song-Thrushes, Blackbirds, Mistle-
Thrushes, almost all small birds are brought at times, but 
strange to say very seldom Sparrows ! Some Hawks seem 
to have a fancy for certain species. I have known one that 
took great numbers of Bullfinches, others often took Gold
finches. Many are very fond of Skylarks, etc. I do not 
remember ever to have found the feathers of a game-bird 
brought by the cock. When the young begin to pull up their 
own food the hen begins to hunt, and then she may take 
to robbing the rearing-field. The young Pheasants are then 
quite big, and she will take them when nearly as large as a 
Partridge. / / this happens she will have to be shot, but there 
is then no reason to destroy the nest, for the cock will finish 
rearing the brood or most of them, with small birds. 

Every year we have at least one nest of Sparrow-Hawks 
close to each of our rearing-fields. Some years the direction 
taken by the old birds when hunting is directly over the field, 
and not a Pheasant is touched. When we have had a trouble
some bird it has always been a hawk that hunted from the 
wood and was evidently attracted by the young Pheasants 
flying up out of the grass in play. There is one other occasion 
when the Sparrow-Hawk may do harm. When the coops 
are first put in the rides in the wood, a young female Sparrow-
Hawk that is just beginning to kill for herself may see the 
Pheasants, and finding them a simple prey will probably kill 
one a day until stopped, but this is rare. The occasional 
old Partridge killed by the female Sparrow-Hawk is almost 
too rare an occurence to be taken into account. 

I have never ventured to write on the subject of this 
delightful dashing bird before, knowing what a bad name 
it has got, but I know that many observant field-naturalists 
are of the same opinion as myself, and I feel certain if 
employers would see that their keepers never killed a Hawk 
except when caught red-handed, that they would find they 
had not appreciably diminished their stock of game, and 
would enjoy their " walks abroad " far more. 

E. G. B. MEADE-WALDO. 

PECTORAL SANDPIPER IN SUSSEX. 
AT Pevensey, Sussex, on August 25th, 1914, an immature 
female of the American Pectoral Sandpiper (Erolia m. 
maculata) was obtained. I saw the bird in the flesh the 
following morning, and it was in splendid condition, which 
gave me the idea that it had not been in the locality for 
long, as owing to the continued drought nearly all the feeding 
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grounds are dried up, with the result that most of the birds 
usually met with have gone farther afield. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

NEST OF JACK SNIPE. 
THE accompanying photograph of the nest and eggs of a 
Jack Snipe (Limnocryptes gallinula) is genuine, and will 
probably be of interest to readers of British Birds. This 

NEST AND EGGS OF JACK SNIPE. 
(Photographed by H. L. Popham, in Russia.) 

nest was found in an extensive marsh in Russia in a tussock 
of coarse grass. The bird sat very close and did not leave 
the eggs until almost trodden upon ; it flew only a few 
yards before alighting, and when flushed again flew right 
away. The eggs are so well known that it is not necessary 
to describe them in any way, but I am not aware that a 
photograph of the nest and eggs has been previously 
published. H. L. POPHAM. 
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SLENDER-BILLED CURLEW IN KENT. 

AN example of the Slender-billed Curlew (Numenius 
tenuirostris) was obtained at Jury's Gap, Kent, on September 
10th, 1914, and I examined it in the flesh on the following 
day. I t proved to be an immature male. There have only 
been three previous records for Great Britain, an immature 
pair September 21st, 1910, and an adult male, September 
23rd, 1910, all obtained in Kent (c/. Brit. B., Vol. V., p. 124). 

H'. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

POMATORHINE SKUA IN WILTSHIRE. 
IN Mr. Hony's paper on the " Birds of Wiltshire " (antea, 
Vol. VIL, p. 283), he mentions a Skua of which I had caught 
a passing glimpse in a farmhouse near Sherston. I have 
since seen this bird, which is an immature Pomatorhine 
Skua (Stercorarius pomarinus), and was shot there at 
least thirty years ago. H. W. ROBINSON. 

STATUS OF LAND-RAIL. 

IN YORKSHIRE. 

IN his Report on the Land-Rail Inquiry Mr. H. G. Alexander 
states (antea, p. 88): " In the East Riding (of Yorkshire) 
Land-Rails are still fairly plentiful on the Wolds." I wish I 
could believe this to be true, but the evidence unfortunately 
all points the other way. In 1913 I made the most careful 
inquiries in the district extending roughly south of a line 
drawn due east from Burdale in the centre of the highest 
part of the Wolds to the sea, and westwards to the plain 
of York, and all the evidence I obtained pointed to the fact 
of their being almost extinct. This year the scarcity is 
more pronounced than ever, and I do not believe that a 
dozen pairs could be found in the above district in the East 
Riding. I have been able to learn of two pairs in the 
neighbourhood of Beverley, one near Hessle, one near Ellerker, 
and one near Bishop Burton. In Holderness the answer 
to all inquiries is that the bird has not been seen or heard. 
Perhaps you could furnish me with the evidence upon which 
Mr. Alexander's statement is based. E. W. WADE. 

[Mr. Wade sent in very full particulars of the status of the 
Land-Rail in the Yorkshire Wolds, the only information 
received from that part of the East Riding. I find that in 
my first precis of the observations sent in, I summarised 
part of this information in the words, " None since 1908," 
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which I read in my haste as " More sinee 1908." I have 
already said that I had to work out the Land-Rail report 
with regrettable haste, and to this I must add that when the 
proofs came I was away from home, and was not able to 
refer to the original papers for verification of my statements. 
All this is not, of course, intended as an excuse, but merely 
as an explanation; such an error is not excusable. I 
apologize most sincerely to Mr. Wade and to all the readers 
of British Birds.—H. G. ALEXANDER.] 

IN OXFORDSHIRE. 

ON September 4th, after reading the Report on the Land-Rail 
in British Birds, I asked my bailiff if he had heard or seen 
any this year and he replied in the negative. Oddly enough, 
in the afternoon when some oats were being cut no less 
than five were flushed. I did not see them myself, but 
have no doubt, from what I am told, that some at all events 
were young birds. The field in which the birds were is in 
the parish of Sarsden, about three miles S.S.E. from Chipping 
Norton. MORETON. 

MOORHEN COVERING EGGS. 
I HAVE followed the correspondence on this subject with 
much interest, as for several years I had ample opportunities 
of observing the nesting habits of these birds in Hampshire, 
and made special notes when the eggs were covered. I t was 
certainly not a common occurrence in the locality to which 
my observations were confined. Unfortunately having lost 
many of my notes, the following deals with only thirteen 
nests which were observed with special care, so as not to 
startle the sitting bird before she had time to cover the eggs. 
Of these thirteen, three had the eggs covered, and a fourth 
was doubtful, because the nest was composed of flags so 
loosely put together that they blew about and thus made 
it difficult to judge if the bird actually pulled them over 
the eggs. I am sure this proportion of covered eggs in 
nests, viz., three, or at the most four, out of thirteen, does 
not at all represent the correct proportion, because I seldom 
made a note of nests in which the eggs were uncovered. 
I feel confident therefore that only a small percentage of 
the nests were left by the birds with the eggs covered over 
with herbage. 

Sometimes a nest was found with the eggs covered, though 
later on during incubation the eggs were uncovered, but the 
surrounding herbage was pulled over so as to form an arch. 
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One nest provided some particularly interesting observa
tions as follows. June 2nd, nest in a moat placed among 
a thick growth of irises, one egg. June 8th, seven eggs 
covered with herbage: June 24th, the surrounding irises 
had been opened out some days before so as to secure a 
photograph; now the eggs are uncovered but the irises have 
been pulled over in the form of an arch, and the archway 
extends a short distance beyond the nest, which must have 
necessitated the bird leaving the nest and standing in the 
water to complete the structure. Later this archway was 
extended still further. 

On several occasions when lying hidden to watch a nest 
I have seen the old bird return, settle on the nest, and 
stretching up slowly, pull the surrounding flags so as to 
form a loosely constructed arch, which archway helped 
materially to conceal the structure. 

Incidentally the incubation period was found to be from 
fifteen to seventeen days, not infrequently twenty-one, 
and once as long as twenty-eight, but this latter was due, 
without doubt, to the fact that the nest was placed on a 
pond adjoining a cottage garden, in which a numerous 
family of young children played from morning to night, 
and under these circumstances it was surprising the eggs 
hatched at all. With very few exceptions, we found the 
Moorhen laid at the rate of one egg a day: on a very few 
occasions there was a lapse of two or three days between 
the first and succeeding eggs. J. B. H. KELSO. 

[The incubation period in this species appears to be very 
variable, but other observers record longer periods than Dr. 
Kelso. Thus Mr. S. E. Brock gives the duration as 19-20 
days ; Mr. O. A. J. Lee noted that the first chick of nine was 
hatched on the 22nd day after the nest had been found with 
three eggs, and Mr. W. Evans' results show that the period 
ranges from 19 to 21 days.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

ICTERINE WARBLERS IN ORKNEY.—Mr. J. Bain records 
(Scot. Nat., 1914, p. 237) the occurrence of a male and female 
Hypolais icterina at the Pentland Skerries on June 10th and 
11th, 1914. 

LONG-TAILED SKUA IN CO. DONEGAL.—Mr. D. C. Campbell 
records (Irish Nat, 1914, p. 227) that an example of 
Stercorarius longicaudm was observed at the island of 
Doagh, Innishowen, on May 30th, 1914. In connexion 
with this record the occurrences previously noted (antea, 
pp. 77-9) should be consulted. 
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