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NOTES ON T H E BREEDING-HABITS OF T H E 
LITTLE STINT. 

BY 

MAUD D. HAVILAND. 
(PJ^ATK 4.) 

A T Golchika, at the mouth of the Yenesei river, where 
I had the opportunity of observing it in the summer of 
1914, the Little Stint {Erolia m. minuta) is not only 
common, but is also one of the most widely distributed 
of the waders. The Golden Plover nest on the tundras, 
the Phalaropes breed in the marshes, and the Tem-
minck's Stints breed by the water side ; but the Little 
Stint is ubiquitous, and the bird may be found every
where in the district, except only in such places as are 
either very wet or very dry—though there are few 
enough of the latter at Golchika in Ju ly when the snow 
is melting. 

At the end of June, the birds which had not yet begun 
to breed, and had probably arrived only recently from 
the south, were common on the snow-drifts round the 
houses, where they fed in company with many Temminck's 
Stints. The latter were rather shy and quarrelsome, 
and each one drove any other bird from his own 
particular puddle, but the Little Stints were very quiet, 
and so tame that they scarcely troubled to trip out of 
the way of the sledge dogs which wandered about the 
settlement. 

On July 1st and 2nd, I noticed solitary birds in such 
patches of marshland as were already free from snow, 
and I spent a good deal of time in looking for eggs ; 
but it was not until July 3rd that I flushed a bird from a 
nest in a little marsh on the left bank of the Golchika 
river. The bird drooped his wing as he ran away, so I 
sat down to watch him, and in half a minute he returned 
to the eggs. 

After that , between July 3rd and July 17th, I found 
a good many nests. The birds were very partial to the 
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little knee-high willow scrub that grew at the edge of 
the marshes; and unlike those of the Temminck's 
Stints, their nests were frequently lined with the dead 
leaves, as is seen in the accompanying photograph. 
This nest, together with the parent bird, was photo
graphed on Golchika Island itself. No hiding shelter 
was required, of course. The tameness of the Little Stint 
during the nesting-season is quite extraordinary and 

THE DELTA OF THE GOLCHIKA KIVER AND YENESEI. LOOKING 
NORTH. 
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even uncanny. I sat down within three feet of the 
nest, and within half an hour exposed two dozen plates 
upon the bird as she ran round her eggs. The chief 
difficulty was to remain far enough away to focus her 
accurately. Once or twice when I touched the nest, 
she fluttered up as if she would have flown at me, and 
then ran distractedly round my feet, feigning a broken 
wing, but otherwise she made no demonstration whatever 
a t my presence. This passion to brood which is found 
exceptionally in the individuals of many species, but 
which is the rule with the Little Stint, becomes so 



N E S T A N D EGGS OF LITTLE STINT. 

F E M A L E LITTLE STINT MALINGERING N E A R N E S T . 
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FEMALE LITTLE STINT APPROACHING NEST. 
Copyright. Maud D. Haviland. 



FEMALE LITTLE STINT BROODING. 
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intense as the hatching time approaches that the sitting 
bird may be caught in the hand. On July 16th, I 
watched a cock Little Stint flying to and fro between 
a certain piece of marsh and the bank of a little stream 
about fifty yards away. Each time he carried in his bill 
something which I presently made out to be an egg-shell. 
His nest, which was on a little ridge among the willows, 
contained three moist chicks. The light was too poor 
for photography, so I sat down by the nest to watch 
the bird. When I laid my cap over the chicks, he crept 
underneath it and brooded quite contentedly. Presently 
I put out my hand gently, and caught him where he sat. 
He fluttered a little, but when I released him he returned 
at once to the young. 

I procured both male and female Little Stints at the 
nest, but out of eight nests of which I have records, 
six of the birds were cocks. I do not know whether 
the work of incubation is shared between the sexes, or 
whether one parent undertakes the whole task. I saw 
only one bird near the nest, but later on, when the 
young were hatched, both parents appeared. When the 
breeding-ground was approached the old birds became 
rather wild and demonstrative, flying round and round 
the intruder while they uttered their sharp " drrrt drrrt" 
note. 

Before the young were able to fly, the family 
joined with other broods, until by the first week in 
August flocks were formed. I t was difficult to say when 
the return migration took place. The bulk of the birds 
had gone by August 25th when a severe south-easterly 
gale swept over the river, but on September 1st I 
saw two or three Little Stints in almost complete winter 
plumage feeding on the sand-flats in company with some 
Dunlins. The two species looked rather comic, paddling 
side by side—like quarto and pocket editions of the 
same work. As Seebohm says, the Little Stint is much 
more like a Dunlin than a Stint. The young in down 
resemble Dunlin chicks and not those of the Temminck's 
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Stint, which are much greyer in colour, and the eggs 
are miniature Dunlin's eggs. I have, however, one 
clutch of eggs of Erolia m. minuta which approximates 
to the type of E. temminckii. I t is rather remarkable 
that Seebohm makes so little mention of the Little 
Stint in his account of his visit to Golchika in 1877. 
He says merely : " I shot a couple of female Little 
Stints, the first I had seen in the valley of the Yenesei," 
and again : " On the hills I shot a male Little Stint." 
We are left to infer that these were the only birds he 
saw, and yet he spent six days in the place and made 
two or three excursions over the tundra. Owing to a 
series of accidents, he did not reach Golchika until 
July 17th, by which time all the eggs would be hatched ; 
but the birds must have been feeding their young, and 
ought to have been in evidence for some time after that 
date. I t seems incredible that such a great ornithologist 
could have overlooked this species, and yet, judging 
from its occurrence at Golchika in 1914, it would be 
impossible to go ashore, either on the island or on the 
mainland, and not see half a dozen birds. 
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LITTLE STINT FEEDING IN MELTING SNOW. 
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