
MOTES 
REMARKABLE TAMENESS IN A REDWING. 

I AM indebted to Mr. E. W. Bawcock, schoolmaster, of Wem, 
Shropshire, for the following interesting note. He writes : 
" On New Year's Day, 1914, a friend asked me to identify 
a bird which had surprised him by its tameness. The bird 
was a Redwing, and was in close attendance on a man who 
was opening out heaps of sods in a recently flayed field near 
Tilley, Wem. For a fortnight the bird had met the man 
on coming to work at dawn, and had left him before dark 
quite regularly. I t apparently knew no fear, and worked 
its way daily through a banquet of creeping things revealed 
on opening up the sod heaps. Often enough it was within a 
foot of the man working, and the approach of two strangers 
(my friend and myself) made no difference in this respect-
indeed on leaving the field the bird followed me up to the 
main road, quite 150 yards. The weather was somewhat 
severe, but this would not altogether account for the extra
ordinary tameness of a bird usually somewhat shy. It 
showed none of the fluttering uncertainty which usually 
characterizes birds even in hard weather. I can only liken 
its tameness to that of a barn-door fowl, and this tameness 
was so surprising that one can only suppose that, as a young 
bird, it had been petted by some human of the Norwegian 
forests." " H. E. FOKREST. 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD AND GADWALLS 
IN BERKSHIRE. 

I AM indebted to Mr. Topp, Taxidermist of Reading, for the 
following notes:— 

A young female Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo I. lagopus) 
was caught in a rabbit-trap at Moulsford on November 22nd 
or 23rd, 1914. The only other records I have for the county 
are two killed and one seen. 

A pair of Gadwall (Anas strepera) were shot at Maiden 
Erleigh on January 6th, 1915, another bird being seen at 
the same time. As far as I am aware this is the first recorded 
occurrence of Gadwall in Berkshire. HEATLEY NOBLE. 

[In addition to the records of the Rough-legged Buzzard 
referred to by Mr. Noble, Mr. N. H. Joy has also recorded 
this species as seen at Bradfield on October 19th, 1908, 
probably on July 27th, 1908, and at Beenham, near Reading, 
August 1st, 1900 (Br. B., IV., p. 123).—F.C.R.J.] 
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FOOD OF SPARROW-HAWK. 

I AM glad to see that several good field-ornithologists are 
speaking up for the Sparrow-Hawk. My own experience 
quite agrees with what Dr. Penrose, and Messrs. Heatley 
Noble and Meade-Waldo say, in recent numbers of British 
Birds, about this dashing little raptorial. 

I believe that, as far as Partridges and wild Pheasants 
go, the Sparrow-Hawk need not be taken into account by 
the sportsman or the gamekeeper. 

Tradition and prejudice die hard, but if those who have 
the opportunity will watch a breeding pair of Sparrow-
Hawks, and will note what is brought to the young brood, 
they will find that the charge of destroying game is rarely 
supported by evidence. Some ten years ago, before I gave 
up hawking, a young friend learning land agency work in 
the neighbourhood, wanted some young Sparrow-Hawks 
to train and my falconer was instructed to help him. Three 
nests were located and kept under observation, my man 
constantly visiting each nest to see how the young progressed, 
and in order that he might by degrees single out the most 
promising female of each brood, so that by getting ajl the 
food she might become specially vigorous and well developed. 

During the three weeks or thereabouts that the young were 
being watched, not a single game-bird's remains were found 
about any of these three nests, though there was a rearing-
field within less than a mile of each of them, and the district 
is preserved and it is good Partridge land. The food brought 
to the three broods consisted mainly of young Blackbirds 
and Thrushes, the former largely predominating, with a 
few Finches. 

Of course, as your correspondents'remark, if an individual 
Sparrow-Hawk (or Kestrel) finds the artificial conditions 
of a rearing-field too tempting, that particular bird should 
be " removed," and the sooner the better! 

W. H. ST. QTJINTTN. 

COLOURING OF SOFT PARTS OF 
SLAVONIAN GREBE. 

A SLAVONIAN Grebe (Colymhus auritus) was shot on Lake 
Windermere on December 19th, 1914. I received the bird 
later the same day. It was a male in winter plumage. 

It may be of interest to note that the beak, while 
corresponding in other respects with the Duchess of Bedford's 
description (British Birds, III., p. 268), had the base 
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distinctly suffused with pink, a dark patch at the angle of 
the lower mandible, and was black at the base of the upper 
mandible. The iris was reddish-orange, a narrow white 
line encircling the pupil; the eyelid and the naked patch 
of skin extending from the eye to the mouth were pink. 
The outside of the leg and the under-surface of the toes 
were black; the inside of the leg and the two inside toes 
(upper-surface) pale bluish-grey, the outside toe and the 
hind toe very dark bluish-grey. 

I t was very fat and weighed just one pound. (Mr. Abel 
Chapman, in his Bird-Life of the Borders, gives the weights 
of a series of Slavonian Grebes as ranging from 11£ ozs. 
to 13J ozs.). The stomach contained a mass of shredded 
water-weed and a few feathers. D. G. GABNETT. 

[Mr. Garnett has kindly sent this bird for examination, 
and it appears to me to be a young one which has nearly 
completed the moult into first winter-plumage. In a female 
example (apparently an adult) sent to me by the Duchess 
of Bedford in November, 1913, the bill is described as 
" flesh-coloured at base, centre slaty-blue, tip colourless.'" 
The colouring of the soft parts of Grebes no doubt varies 
according to a"ge and season (and perhaps also individually), 
and it is important in recording the colouring to make sure 
if possible of the age and sex of the individual in question. 
I t is possible that the presence or absence of a pink suffusion 
at the base of the bill is dependent upon the mode of death 
and the position in which the bird lies or is carried immedi
ately after death.—H.P.W.] 

EIDEE NESTING IN WOODS IN SCOTLAND.—Miss A. Balfour 
remarks (Scot. Nat., 1914, p. 263) that at Tyninghame, East 
Lothian, many of the Eiders (Somateria m. mollissima) 
which formerly bred on the links, having been much harried 
by Rooks, are now nesting in the adjacent woods. 

MOULT OF THE SCOTEES.—In the Auk (1914, pp. 293-308) 
Dr. Jonathan Dwight, Jun., discusses the moults and sequences 
of plumage of the American species of Scoter, Oidemia nigra 
americana, 0. perspicillata, and 0. deglandi, and he thinks it 
probable that the moults of our Common and Velvet-Scoters 
follow on the same lines. Dr. Dwight brings forward two 
points of considerable interest, one being that Scoters have 
a spring moult (March-May) confined to the body-feathers, 
the other, that in the Common Scoter the first (outermost) 
primary of the young bird has its inner web straight while 
in the old bird the inner web of this primary is very distinctly 
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emarginated. As the young bird does not moult i ts primaries 
until rather more than a year after it is hatched, the shape 
of this primary is an infallible distinction during its first 
winter and summer. A difference in the shape and size of 
the first primary in young and old birds will no doubt be 
found to occur in a number of species. I t is now well known 
that such a difference exists in some of the game-birds, 
e.g. the Partridge. Dr. Har ter t has pointed out (Yog. pal. 
Fauna, I., p . 403) tha t , the first primary in the juvenile 
Bearded Tit is much longer than tha t in the adult, and I 
have recently noticed tha t a similar difference is well marked 
in the larks. Unlike the ducks and game-birds, however, 
the Bearded Tit and the Larks moult all the juvenile wing-
feathers in the first autumn, and the new first primaries are 
like those of the adults.—H.F.W. 

OCCASIONAL H I G H MORTALITY IN YOUNG COMMON T E E N S . 
—Messrs. A. R. Galloway and A. L. Thomson give an interest
ing report (Scot. Nat., 1914, pp. 271-8) on excessive mortali ty 
in the young of Sterna hirundo in a large colony a t Forvie, 
Aberdeenshire, in the seasons 1910 and 1912. The writers 
come to the conclusion tha t the cause of this periodic high 
mortali ty is starvation and t ha t " it seems certain tha t the 
food of the young is very restricted in kind, and tha t the 
supply is liable to be cut off." The adults do not seem to 
be affected. I t is remarked, however, tha t in 1910 observa
tions showed tha t the death-rate varied noticeably with the 
nature of the ground a t different parts of the colony, and 
this fact remains unexplained. 

In the " Report of the Blakeney Point Commi t t ee" 
(Trans. Norf. and Norwich Nat. Soc., Vol. IX. , par t V., 
p . 707) it is stated tha t in 1913 there was great mortali ty 
in the young of the Common Terns in this colony, and it 
is said also in this case t ha t the young died of starvation 
" a s a consequence of the late arrival of whitebait ." No 
proof, however, of this is afforded in the Report, and we 
think tha t such occurrences of abnormal mortali ty in birds 
are sufficiently important to warrant still further investiga
tions of a searching nature. 

L I T T L E T E E N BEEEDLNG IN E A S T LOTHIAN.—Miss A. 
Balfour records (Scot. Nat., 1914, p. 263) t ha t a pair of Sterna 
•minuta were constantly flying about one spot on the 
shore a t Tyninghame, and the editors remark tha t they had 
seen an egg taken from this locality in June, 1908, 
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