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The British Warblers: A History with Problems of their 

Lives. By E. Eliot Howard, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. Parts 
VII., VIII., IX. Coloured and Photogravure Plates. 
(K, H. Porter.) 21s. net per Part.* 

MR. HOWABD'S work, commenced eight years ago, is now 
completed with the publication of the ninth part, except 
for two coloured plates which are to be sent separately to 
subscribers as soon as they are ready. The great value 
of the work as a whole lies in the fact that it represents 
the results of a wonderful series of persistent and close 
observations recorded with great care and detail. These 
observations are concerned with the breeding habits (or 
habits intimately connected with breeding) of the eleven 
species of Warblers which are regular summer immigrants 
to this country. Of the Dartford Warbler (Part IX.), owing 
to lack of opportunity, the author has not much to say. 

Mr. H. Gronvold's beautiful plates, drawn, we believe, 
from the author's careful sketches from life, are an important 
feature of the work, in that they represent special attitudes 
and actions of the birds assumed chiefly during sexual 
emotion. Mr. Howard's theories and explanations connected 
with the habits he has so carefully noted, although extremely 
interesting, must be reckoned, we think, of secondary 
importance as compared with the observations themselves. 
Had the author stopped here and not loaded the work with 
descriptions and plates of fourteen other species which have 
visited this country at irregular intervals he would have 
been well advised. The details given of these species are so 
scanty that the work fails entirely as a monograph of the 
British Warblers, if that was the intention, and it seems 
rather hard that the student of avian biology, to whom 
the work must be of extreme value, should have to pay 
for so much that is of little use to him. 

*For previous notices of this work see Vol. I I . , pp. 67-8 ; Vol. ]TI.f 

pp. 62-4; Vol. IV., pp. 62-4, 320 ; Vol. VI. , pp. 31-2. 
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Of the parts under review, the first contains an account 
of the Marsh-Warbler, in the course of which interesting 
comparisons are made between the habits of this bird and 
that of its near ally the Reed-Warbler. Although the two 
birds are so much alike in form and colour, Mr. Howard 
finds that their habits, and especially their emotional 
behaviour, are easily differentiated though they have 
rudiments in common. He also gives an interesting account 
of the vocal powers of the Marsh-Warbler and its extraordinary 
imitative faculty, in which it probably surpasses all other 
British species. The construction of the nest and its 
variability is discussed at length, and finally reasons are 
given for suggesting that the evolutionary development 
of the Marsh-Warbler is of more recent occurrence than that 
of the Eeed-Warbler, and that it has not yet completely 
adapted itself to its environment. 

Part VIII, treats of the Garden-Warbler, whose behaviour 
is very similar to that of the Blackcap, but here again there 
are points of difference, though these are not so marked as 
in the cases of the Reed- and Marsh-Warblers or Willow-
Warbler and Chiffchaff. I t is curious to note that the male 
betrays more antagonism when a male Blackcap enters 
his territory than when a male of any other species does 
so: indeed this antagonism is nearly equal to that exhibited 
when a male of his own species intrudes. The two species 
no doubt require similar conditions of existence, and when 
they come into touch with each other there is the inevitable 
struggle for existence. 

The Dartford and Icterine Warblers are briefly described 
in Part IX., but the bulk of the part is devoted to a summary 
of the chief observations made in the course of the whole 
work. Here we find that in the species dealt with, the males 
arrive before the females, that they take up a breeding 
" territory," an idea which leads to a discussion as to 
whether the struggles which ensue have as a primary cause 
the possession of a female or the possession of a " territory." 
With the advent of a female in the " territory," a period of 
sexual activity producing striking emotional behaviour 
commences, and the variations and meaning of these are 
discussed at some length. The construction of the nest 
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and its trueness to type, the share of the sexes in the care 
of the young, the methods adopted for the feeding of the 
young and the sanitation of the nest are other subjects 
reviewed. Finally we have an interesting discussion on 
vocal powers—whether song is a matter of tradition or 
congenital endowment, and the meaning of imitative powers 
and variations in different districts. 

It should be mentioned that an excellent index to the 
whole work also appears in this final part. I t only remains 
for us to congratulate Mr. Howard on bringing to a 
successful conclusion a work which will always bear 
testimony to the great powers of observation, persistent 
effort and originality of its author. H.F.W. 
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