
MOTES 
ARRIVAL OP SUMMER MIGRANTS. EARLY 

APPEARANCES IN 1915. 
THE Migration Committee of the British Ornithologists' Club 
completed that part of its work which entailed the systematic 
collection of records at the end of the Spring migration of 
1914, having conducted its operations over a period of ten 
years. Every year recently a certain number of our readers 
have sent us notes on the early arrival or first appearance 
of our summer residents and these it has always been our 
practice to hand over for the use of the Migration Committee. 
We propose in the future to publish a brief summary of 
such notes on this subject as our readers send us, which 
relate to unusually early appearances. Up to the present 
we have received the following :— 

SWALLOW (Chelidon r. rustica).—One, Llandeloy, Pembroke, 
March 24th and 25th (Rev. J. Lloyd) ; four, Tring Reservoirs, 
Herts, March 26th to 31st (Dr. E. Hartert) ; two, Sherborne 
Park, Dorset, March 30th (W. J. N. Ryan). 

SAND-MARTIN (Riparia r. riparia).-—Five or six, Tring 
Reservoirs, Herts, March 26th to 31st (Dr. E. Hartert). 

Although a few early Swallows are reported from the 
west of England and Wales every year in the latter half of 
March, their appearance in Hertfordshire at so early a date 
is quite exceptional and is remarked on by Dr. Hartert 
who states that local residents whom he has consulted have 
never before seen one in March. The record of the Sand-
Martins is, of course, hardly so exceptional. 

CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN NORFOLK. 
THE first notice I had of Crossbills (Loxia curvirostra) being 
in the neighbourhood was given to me by my friend Mr. 
L. Robinson, of Middleton, to whom I am greatly indebted 
for all the assistance he has given me. He first noticed 
Crossbills in the summer of 1912, when he saw two old birds 
feeding their young in his garden ; a few birds remained 
during the winter, and during the next summer he again 
saw old birds feeding their young. These birds were still 
about in the spring and summer of 1914. In August large 
flocks began to appear and many remained during the winter. 

Early in the morning of February 27th we saw a hen 
Crossbill cutting twigs off a larch and carrying them to a 
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branch about thirty feet up a Scotch fir on the opposite 
side of the road. Later on in the morning we saw another 
hen Crossbill building in a larch in the garden. While 
the hen was building, the cook was singing in the same tree ; 
soon another cook appeared, and settled about a foot off 
the first one. They both started calling, using the " chiking " 
note. They kept this up for about two minutes, the noise 
getting louder and louder, then they both flew into the 
air and tumbled over each other, and then settled on the 
branch again. They went through this performance several 
times until the intruder was put to flight. We also saw 
another hen bird stripping the bark off a silver birch and 
carrying it away, but this one we failed to track. The next 
morning the first two hens were busy building, and in another 
part of the garden we saw another hen bird building in a 
Scotch fir. This nest was on a lateral branch about twelve 
feet from the ground and four feet from the main trunk. 
The same day I visited a part of the wood about half a 
mile away, where I expected to find Crossbills, and saw a 
flock of eight, four cocks and four hens, feeding in a larch. 
I watched them for about an hour, when they flew off in 
pairs. I followed one hen bird and saw it pick up some 
small pieces of grass, and fly off with them, but I failed 
to find the nest. The next day broke very rough, with wind 
and snow, and the birds seemed to leave off building. I 
visited MMdleton on the following Saturday, and found 
that the two nests in the Scotch firs had progressed con
siderably, but the one in the larch had blown down and the 
birds had gone elsewhere. On visiting the part of the wood 
mentioned above, I found a nest which I thought was a 
Crossbill's, and on climbing up to it the next morning found 
that it contained one egg, but this nest was afterwards 
deserted. On the same morning I visited the nest in the 
Scotch fir in the garden, but although the nest seemed 
quite finished it contained no eggs. This nest had larch 
twigs for a foundation, then a little moss, quantities of 
coarse grasses, and was lined with very fine grasses and a 
good many feathers, but as far as I could see, contained 
no horsehair. This was a very pretty nest, and the founda
tion of twigs was continued right up the sides and formed 
a platform right round the top of the nest. On March 10th 
I climbed up to both the nests in the Scotch firs, first of 
all visiting the one on the opposite side of the road, and 
found it contained three eggs. This nest, which was near 
a stable, was built on a platform of larch twigs and was 
made of moss, grass, quantities of horsehair, one or two 
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pieces of string and knitting wool and sheep's wool, and was 
lined with fine grass and one feather. On climbing up to 
the nest in the garden I found it contained four eggs, and 
the bird had begun to sit. While I was examining the nest 
the birds became very excited, and came quite close to me : 
a t one time the hen settled within a foot of me. The cock 
birds seemed to take no part in the nest-building, as far as 
we could see, but in one case the cock accompanied the hen 
each time she came to the ground for nesting material and 
followed her back to the nest. At the time of writing, 
another nest is being built at the top of a larch tree in the 
garden, but is not finished yet. 

The Crossbills are still in the Castle Rising district, but 
so far I have not found a nest there. On March 6th, in 
a little Scotch fir plantation there, I heard a cock bird 
singing, which seemed to indicate the presence of a nest, 
and this morning (March 21st) I saw a cock and hen Crossbill 
feeding on Scotch fir cones in the same plantation. 

N. TRACY. 

TREE-CREEPER IN LONDON. 
ON March 25th, 1914, I saw a Tree-Creeper (Certhia f, 
brittanim) in Kensington Gardens. D. EAEIMLEY-BEECHAM, 

[With reference to this observation Mr. A. H. Macpherson 
writes us as follows :•— 

" I have seen the Tree-Creeper in Kensington Gardens 
about ten times during the last twenty-five years. I had 
never met with the bird in the heart of London except in 
Kensington Gardens until February 7th of this year, when 
one paid a short visit to the trunk of an old acacia tree in 
my little garden in Campden Hill Square."] 

BREEDING-HABITS OF THE MISTLE-THRUSH. 
T H E interesting notes on the breeding-habits of the Mistle-
Thrush (Turdus v. viscivorus) supplied by Mr. G. Bathurst 
Hony in the March issue (antea, p. 240) induce me to record 
my own observations. In 1913, a pair built in a willow and 
reared three young in a garden adjoining mine at Upton 
Heath, Chester. The young left the nest on April 22nd; 
on April 21st the same pair started a second nest (using 
my best rookery plants for a foundation!) this time in my 
garden, also in a willow and in close proximity to the house. 
I t was practically finished on April 23rd and the first egg 
laid on April 27th; five eggs were laid and three young 
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eventually flew on May 30th. I frequently saw the young 
of the first brood (sometimes two together) sitting on t h e 
second nest while the hen was incubating and the male fed 
them there, sometimes with holly berries as a change of diet. 
To get two broods off by the end of May seems to me to be-
very quick work. A point I should like to raise is : to what 
extent is the Mistle-Thrush double-brooded ? Apart from 
the above instance I have no sure proof—at any rate in 
this immediate district—that the bird is otherwise t h a n 
single brooded, though very occasionally young birds, not 
long flown, are seen in Ju ly in North Wales. Howard 
Saunders (Manval, 2nd Edition), gives two broods in t h e 
south, " but in the north the fine weather is too short for 
more than one ; " but I doubt if weather has much to do 
with it considering how early the Mistle-Thrush as a rule 
breeds. S. G. CUMMINGS. 

[Many instances of two birds in a season came under my 
notice in Derbyshire : one within a few vards of my house.— 
F.C.R.J . ] . 

MISTLE-THRUSH SINGING ON T H E WING. 

T H E Rev. W. F . Johnson writes to the Northern Whig : 
" The other day I heard a Mistle-Thrush's note and looked 
up at the trees, but my eye was caught by one on the wing, 
and as I watched I heard it give utterance to its song, or 
par t of it, for it only gave a few notes, and as it flew on gave 
a few more. Three times as I followed its flight I heard 
its notes. I have never noticed this before, and should like 
to know if this is a habit of the Mistle-Thrush or only a. 
vagary of this particular bird." Never having heard the 
Mistle-Thrush ut ter its song whilst flying, I think this 
observation must be exceptional, and consider it worth the 
greater publicity afforded by British Birds. 

N E V I N H. F O S T E R . 

D I P P E R I N SURREY. 

DURING the very cold weather on March 28th, 1915, I saw 
a Dipper (Cinclus cinclus ? subsp.) on the River Mole, between 
Leatherhead and Cobham. M. V. W E N N E R . 

EARLY NESTING OF GREAT CRESTED GREBE. 
O N March 27th, 1915, I found the nest of the Great Crested 
Grebe {Colymbus c. cristatus) on a small lake in Surrey. 
There were four eggs in the nest and these were very dark 
in colour, bu t they did not float when put into water and 
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were therefore comparatively newly laid. It is an interesting 
fact that last year on the same lake (not large enough to hold 
more than one pair of these birds) I found a nest of this 
species (presumably the same pair) on April 1st, also containing 
four much stained eggs. It is an early date and helps to 
bear out the theory that individual birds of a species con
sistently breed early, while others are probably equally 
consistent in breeding late. In both the above cases, the nests 
were in identically the same place. G. K. BAYNES. 

[An instance of very early nesting has been recorded for 
Renfrew, where a nest with five eggs was reported on March 
13th, 1906 (Ann. Scot. N. H., 1907, p. 206).—EDS.] 

FEEDING HABIT OF THE RED-NECKED PHALAROPE. 
WITH reference to the notes on this subject (antea, pp. 243 
and 268) the accompanying photograph of a Red-necked 
Phalarope is of interest as it shows the bird turning round 

in the water and beating the surface with its wings, no doubt 
to disturb the mud at the bottom and bring up insects hiding 
there. In my book Through Birdland Byways, published 
six years ago, I gave a description of this exercise and 
mentioned that I thought it was a method of raising food 
from the bottom of the shallow water. Mr. Richmond Paton 
and I watched the birds doing this many times on our 

A A 
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first visit to the Orkney Islands, and I was able to obtain 
several photographs of the performance. The bird would 
revolve rapidly, beat the water with its wings, and often 
duck its head, and as soon as the water had been disturbed, 
would pick up minute objects from the surface. The bird 
also pays great at tention to cleaning its feathers, by ducking 
its head and allowing the water to trickle down its back 
in the same way as a Duck, but the two performances are 
quite distinct. OLIVER G. PTKE. 

OCCASIONAL H I G H MORTALITY I N YOUNG 
COMMON TERNS. 

I WAS interested to read the notes on this subject in your 
issues of February and April, 1915. On 12th July, 1914, 
I visited a colony of Common Terns near Formby, Lanes. 
I found plenty of eggs, but only four young birds, which I 
ringed. On 3rd August, 1914, I again visited the colony, 
intending to ring some more young, but to my surprise 
found it deserted. I discovered the dead bodies of several 
adults and one nestling, but apar t from these saw no old 
birds and found no trace of either young or eggs, except a 
few egg shells. On enquiry I ascertained t ha t there had been 
a severe gale since my last visit. I t is probable tha t the eggs 
and newly-hatched young were overwhelmed by the sand, 
which among these dunes, clothed only with sparse vegetation, 
is always shifting. I t is, of course, impossible tha t the whole 
of the eggs could have been hatched out and the young flown 
in the interval between 12th July and 3rd August. I may 
say tha t I visited the same place on July 27th, 1913, and at 
tha t date there were many birds, both adult and part ly 
fledged young, at the colony. E. W. H E N D Y . 

CHIFFCHAEF IN W I N T E R . — M r . P . E. B. Jourdain informs 
us tha t he heard a Chiffchaff (Phyttoscopus collybita) at 
Cambridge on Janua ry 10th, 1915, and tha t it remained 
in the neighbourhood for about a week after tha t date . 
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