
LETTCRS 
THE BLAKENEY POINT TERNERY. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIKDS. 

SIRS,—How long the Common Tern has nested at Blakeney there 
is probably no means of ascertaining now, but my father could speak 
to the settlement being in existence in 1830, or thereabouts, but 
probably it is much older than that. At that time there is reason 
to believe the chief breeding-place was not at Blakeney, but on the 
shingle beach at Cley, a mile to the east. I t is, as Mr. Rowan says 
in his very interesting article (antea, p . 250), all a continuation of 
the same shingle spit, which begins at Weybourne and broadens 
as it goes westwards. My father, who was born in 1819, could also 
remember when Avocets still bred at Salthouse and Cley, but it is 
probable that there were never many of them and they soon became 
rare. I have seen a note written in 1838 which states that they were 
then very scarce at Salthouse, and mentions that two had been 
recently killed. J. H. GTJRNEY. 

KESWICK, NORFOLK, April 16</t, 1915. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In Mr. Rowan's very interesting article it is stated that 
the Common Terns invariably intimate their feelings by uttering 
their characteristic angry " pirre " when diving at the head of a 
human intruder. This I submit is not quite correct. The notes 
" pee-er" and " k i p , k i p " (given in the late Howard Saunders's 
Manual as " pirre " and " kik-kik ") are often heard when the birds 
are fishing as well as at the Ternery. Their anger is expressed by 
a long-drawn " pee-er" and at times they hover over an intruder, 
but when stooping at his head the note is always " kuk-uk-uk-uk-uk," 
the bird sheering off when a foot or two above him and never actually 
striking. I t is very curious that the note "kuk-uk-uk-uk-uk" is 
also uttered by the female when receiving dainty morsels from her 
partner. There being no noticeable sex-difference, I determined 
the gender of the birds by their behaviour. Lastly, the note 
" ker-er-er-er-er," not uncommonly heard, is invariably uttered 
when one bird is chasing another on the wing. J. F E W . 

SOUTHPORT AND WIOAN, April 12th, 1915. 
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To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Mr. Rowan in his article on the Blakeney Point ternery, 
referring to the Little Tern on p. 257, says " nesting begins in June . " 
My own experience, however, is that they nest considerably earlier 
than the Common Tern, and on referring to my notes I find my 
earliest record is a clutch of three eggs which I found in the sand at 
Blakeney Point on May 14tb, 1911. 

The " dip-ear," to which allusion is made on page 250, is a common 
local name for the Little Tern in this neighbourhood, but is generally 
used to distinguish this species from " the " Tern. 

I think Mr. Rowan misunderstood Pashley's statement about the 
old wild-fowler eating the Terns. Pashley was referring to their eggs. 

April, 1915. CLIFFORD BORRER. 

[May 14th is a remarkably early date for a full clutch of the Little 
Tern, which seldom has eggs earlier than May 17th. I t is, as 
Mr. Borrer states, rather an earlier breeder as a rule than the Common 
Tern, but there is not a great deal of difference between the dates 
of the two species, as the Common Tern has been known to lay as 
early as May 16th on the Kentish coast.—F.C.R.J.] 

CORRECTIONS.—Mr. Rowan states that on p. 251 the reference 
to K under the chart should be " Long I ow " not " Long Hills." On 
page 262,12 lines from bottom, the length of one egg is given as " 2.56 " 
instead of " 3.56." 
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