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T H E L A T E L E W I S N. G. R A M S A Y . 

T H E present war finds many of the younger students of 
British ornithology serving in some branch of His Majesty's 
Forces, and it is only fitting tha t the fullest t r ibute should 
be paid to the memory of those who lay down their lives for 
their country and t ha t the fullest acknowledgment should 
be made of the value of their unfinished scientific labours. 
Ornithologists have cause to mourn the loss of one most 
enthusiastic fellow worker in Lewis Neil Griffith Ramsay, 
M.A., B .Sc , who, although only twenty-five years of age, 
had already much good work to his name. 

Mr. Ramsay was born at Aberdeen on 3rd February, 
1890, the second son of Professor Sir William M. Ramsay. 
He was educated at Merchiston School, Edinburgh, and 
afterwards studied at Aberdeen University and later at 
Christ's College, Cambridge, and at the Imperial College of 
Science. He graduated M.A. a t Aberdeen in 1910, and B.Sc. 
in 1913, and was about to submit a piece of research work 
for his Cambridge B.A. During 1914 he acted as Assistant 
to the Professor of Natural History at Aberdeen, and shortly 
before the outbreak of war he had been made a Beit Memorial 
Fellow and was about to take up work at the Imperial 
College. 

From an early age Mr. Ramsay had been a keen student 
of birds and he had amassed a great amount of da ta regarding 
the ornis of Aberdeenshire. On the more technical side may 
be mentioned his notes on the moult of the Herring-Gull and 
on the collections made by the Scottish National Antarctic 
Expedition. He himself had travelled considerably and 
had made valuable collections not only of birds but also of 
mammals, insects, and botanical specimens in various places, 
notably in Asia Minor in the summer of 1907. I n addition 
to his work on birds, Mr. Ramsay has left unfinished a 
" Revision of the Nereid®," a piece of work which was 
expected by competent judges who knew its substance to 
become a classical paper on tha t group of marine worms. 
Latterly he had turned to Entomology with a view to 
studying i t from the economic side. 

He was liked and respected by all with whom he came in 
contact. He was conspicuous for the enthusiasm which 
he displayed in everything he took up, whether scientific 
work, hill-climbing, or athletics. Among other things he had 
been a keen volunteer and Territorial. Early in September 
last he rejoined his old unit, the 4th Battalion Gordon 
Highlanders (T.F.), becoming a sergeant. Later he became 
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a Second-Lieutenant in the 3rd (Special Reserve) Battalion 
of the same regiment, and in December was sent to the 
2nd Battalion at the front. I t was on 21st March that 
he met his death in the region of Neuve Chapelle. 

The following is a list of his published scientific papers :— 
Note on Garganey in Aberdeenshire [with A. L. T.] Ann. Scot. N. H., 

1907, p . 248. 
Note on Gadwall in Aberdeenshire [with A. L. T.] A.S.N.H., 1908, 

p. 184. 
Probable Breeding of Blue-headed Wagtails near Aberdeen, A.S.N.H., 

1908, p. 253. 
Note on Spotted Redshank in " Dee," A.S.N.H., 1910, p. 249. 
Note on Supposed Occurrence of Grasshopper Warbler in " D e e " 

[with A. G. D.], Scot. Nat., 1911, p. 116. 
Note on Mealy Bedpoles in Aberdeenshire, S.N., 1911, p, 182. 

On the Moult of the Herring-Gull and other Species, S.N., 1913, 
p. 100. 

Note on the Opposit ion of Rhyssa (Entomologist, 1914, pp. 20-22). 
Observations on Bird-Life on the Anatolian Plateau during the 

Summer of 1907, Ibis, 1914, p. 368. 
Sections H , I I I , IV, VII I , X , X I , X I I and X I I I of The Ornithology 

of the Scottish National Antarctic Expedition, 1902-4. 
On the Genera Ceralocephale Malmgren and Tylorhynchus Grube 

(P.Z.S., 1914, pp. 231-235). 
On the Annelids of the Family Nereids collected by Mr. F. A. Potts 

in the North-East Pacific in 1911, with a note on the Morphology 
of Micronereis as a Representative of the Ancestral Type of the 
Nereida? (P.Z.S., 1914, pp. 237-250). 

Polyehasta of the Family Nereida?. collected by the Scottish National 
Antarctic Expedition, 1902-4 (Trans. R.S.E., 1914, Vol. I., Pt . I., 
No. 3, pp. 41-48). 

It is to be hoped, further, that some of Mr. Ramsay's other 
work may in due course be completed for publication. 

A. L. T. 


