
IftOTES 
SNOW-BUNTING I N P E M B R O K E S H I R E . 

T H E occurrence of a Snow-Bunting (Plectrophenax n. nivalis) 
in Pembrokeshire is so unusual tha t I think it is worth 
recording tha t I had a splendid view of an example of this-
species on April 27th, 1914. I t was extremely tame and 
the locality was a short distance from the sea a t St. Ann's 
Head, Milford Haven. W. M. CONGREVE. 

STATUS OP G R E Y WAGTAIL IN B E R K S H I R E . 

T H I S species may now be ranked as a resident in Berkshire. 
I first found it nesting with us in 1898. Since then it has 
increased its range and now breeds regularly in suitable 
localities along the Thames, Kennet and Loddon, its 
original single station having increased to about ten to my 
knowledge, and I have little doubt tha t others unknown 
to me exist. H. M. WALLIS . 

P I E D WAGTAILS NESTING ON T H E GROUND. 

W H E N staying in Norfolk recently, I was rather puzzled to 
account for the presence of several pairs of Pied Wagtails 
(Motacilla a. lugubris) among the sandhills, a long distance 
from any very obviously suitable nesting-site. 

I presently found a nest, lined with rabbit-fur, and con
taining five fresh eggs, built absolutely on the ground in 
the sand among the dunes, with a tuft of maram grass 
hanging over. I think t ha t if I had cared to prolong the 
search, a t least another nest or two would have been found 
in the sandhills, and one of the wildfowlers told me he 
found a Wagtail 's nest in a similar situation last year, 
containing young birds. CLIFFORD BORRER. 

MISTLE-THRUSH SINGING ON T H E WING. 

R E F E R R I N G to Mr. N. H. Foster 's note on this subject 
(Vol. VII I . , p . 292), I had never heard a Mistle-Thrush sing 
on the wing until March 5th, 1911, when one flew singing 
over my head in Burnham Beeches. I have since heard 
this song uttered on the wing in the same district, possibly 
by the same bird. Yarrell mentions tha t the song " is said 
to be occasionally ut tered on the wing," and one or two 
writers record t ha t they have so heard it (e.g. Mr. J . Whitaker 
in Notes on the Birds of Nottinghamshire, and the late Mr. R. J . 
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Ussher in Ussher and Warren's Birds of Ireland). But the 
habit cannot be at all common. Macgillivray, whose British 
Birds contains perhaps the best account of this species 
ever published, after saying that " several individuals have 
heard it sing when flying from one place to another," adds 
" on such occasions I have only heard it utter its harsh 
scream." A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

MISTLE-THRUSH AND BLACKBIRD SINGING 
ON THE WING. 

I HAVE only once heard the Mistle-Thrush singing on the 
wing and considering the occurrence unusual I made a note 
of the date—30th March, 1913. On April 30th, 1915, only a 
few days before reading Mr. Nevin H. Foster's note, I heard 
for the first time a Blackbird singing when in flight. He had 
been in song at the top of a tree just previously and continued 
his song as he flew to another close by. Prom my own 
experience I should say that these two instances are vagaries, 
perhaps connected with exceptional excitement during the 
breeding-season. Has anyone ever tried to explain why 
some species, e.g. the Sky-Lark, Tree-Pipit, and Common 
Whitethroat usually sing when in flight ? E. W. HENDY. 

WRENS LAYING IN YEAR-OLD NESTS. 
REFERRING to my note in British Birds, Vol. VIII., p. 98, 
concerning the probability of Wrens laying in nests built 
in a previous year, the following record is interesting. I 
marked seven " cocks' nests" last season as carefully as 
I could with the intention of visiting them this year and 
definitely proving or disproving my theory, and with very 
fairly conclusive results. One nest I have, I regret to say, 
been unable to find : one remains, as yet, as it was last 
spring, compact and dry but unlined: two have met with 
disaster, one having apparently fallen to pieces and the 
other been pulled out entirely from an overgrown stump; 
of the remaining three, two now contain sets of six eggs 
and the third young birds. This record goes some way 
to prove that in at least a great number of cases twelve
months-old nests are lined and used. 

LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

CURIOUS POSITION OF DIPPER'S NEST. 
ON April 6th, 1915, I found the nest of a Dipper (Cinclus 
c. britannicus) on the river Morda, near Oswestry, Shropshire, 
completely out of sight in an old Sand-Martin's hole which 
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had been much enlarged inside. The nest was not nearly 
so bulky as usual and most of the moss exterior was missing. 
There was a small dome and the nest contained four fresh 
eggs. As incubation advanced the mouth of the hole got 
rather enlarged and very slippery, owing to the birds bringing 
wet when they alighted. The entrance to the nest was about 
six inches up the hole. J. H. OWEN. 

SNIPE LAYING FIVE EGGS. 
ON April 21st, 1915, I found in Denbighshire several nests 
of Snipe (Oallinago g. gallinago), one of which contained two 
fresh eggs. I revisited this nest on April 25th, and was 
very surprised to find that it contained five eggs. Judging 
by the similarity of the eggs they seemed to be the produce 
of one bird. On this day the eggs were arranged at various 
angles, but when I next looked at the nest later in the month 
the five eggs were all turned with their points inwards as 
is usual in normal clutches of four. I think, however, 
this arrangement is unusual in cases of five eggs in Limicoline 
birds. I have seen, two sets of five eggs in Lapwings' nests, 
and in each case four eggs were pointed inwards and the 
fifth was outside the square. J. H. OWEN. 

BLACK TERNS IN MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
ON May 9th, 1915, I saw a Black Tern (Hydrochdidon n. 
nigra) at the Yns-y-fro Reservoir, near Newport. I t was 
apparently catching insects, flying across the lake against 
the wind to do so, and then quickly returning to the lee side 
to repeat its flight. I t did not touch the water while I 
watched it. 

I have also seen a second specimen shot on 30th April, 
1912, while hawking over a pond on the northern boundary 
of the county near Beaufort. 

A Turnstone (Arenaria i, interpres) was shot on Yns-y-fro 
Reservoir on 7th inst., after feeding there all day. Distance 
from the sea 4 miles. R. C BANKS. 

UNRECORDED IVORY-GULL FROM ORKNEY. 
HOWARD SAUNDERS, in his Manual of British Birds, states 
that the Ivory-Gull (Pagophila eburnea) has occurred four 
times in Orkney, and about thirty-five times in all in Great 
Britain. Mr. Thomas Ground, of Birmingham, writes me 
that he has in his collection an adult specimen, sex unknown, 
which was shot at Holm, Orkney, on or about April 1st, 
1895, and forwarded to him through the late Jimmy 
Sutherland, of Stromness. I t was observed, on or about 
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tha t date, feeding on a dead shark a t the pier of Holm by one 
Flett , who got a man named John Woodridge to shoot it for 
him. I t was first set u p by the late John Begg, of Stromness, 
and later by Cullingford, of Durham. This makes the fifth 
record for Orkney. H. W. ROBINSON. 

[The Ivory-Gull is stated to have occurred four times in 
the Orkneys by Gray (Birds of West Scotland), and this is 
probably the origin of Howard Saunders's statement, bu t 
a t least three additional records of birds shot, besides two 
seen, are mentioned by Buckley and Harvie-Brown (Fauna 
of Orkney Islands).—EDS.] 

L I T T L E A U K I N CORNWALL. 

ON January 29th, 1915, I saw a Litt le Auk (Alle alle) a t 
Penzance. I t was stranded on the beach a few yards from 
the water 's edge, and I could, I believe, have touched it 
as the bird could only move a few inches at a time. Stupidly 
enough, I did not th ink of t rying to ring it, but only 
approached to within a few feet. This caused it to t ry 
and reach the water, which it with great difficulty succeeded 
in doing, and then swam away. I believe i t to be ra ther 
rare to see these birds on the south-west coast. 

M A U D MONTAGU B R U C E . 

CARRION-CROW I N CO. W E X F O R D . — M r . W. J . Williams 
records (Irish Nat., 1915, p. 91) t ha t he saw a Corvus corone 
and heard its unmistakeable note a t the North Slob, 
co. Wexford, on February 15th. 1915. 

ROSE-COLOURED STARLING IN BEDFORDSHIRE.—Mr. J . 
Steele Elliott states (ZooL, 1915, p . 118) t ha t he has recently 
examined an adult male Pastor roseus which was picked u p 
dead near Thurleigh in October, 1913. 

P I E D FLYCATCHER OFF W E X F O R D . — A n example of Musci-
capa h. hypoleuca is recorded by Professor C. J . Pa t t en 
(Irish Nat., 1915, p . 64) as having struck the Tuskar Light
house on August 16th, 1914. There are only some twelve 
previous occurrences for Ireland. 

MONTAGU'S H A R R I E R IN Co. D U B L I N . — A young male Circus 
pygargus is stated by the Hon. C. Baring (Irish Nat., 1915, 
p. 70) to have " met death by misadventure in August 1909 " 
on Lambay Island, co. Dublin. 

COMMON E I D E R I N DONEGAL.—Although rarely notified, 
occasional visits of Eiders (Somateria m. mollissima) to the 
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north of Ireland are probably not infrequent (cf. Brit. B., 
VII., p. 196). Professor C. J. Patten records (Irish Nat, 
1915, p. 79) the presence of two examples (probably young 
birds) off Inishtrahull on Sept. 8th, 1913. 

FoKK-TAILED PETREL IN WORCESTERSHIRE.—Ml. T . G r o u n d 
records (Zool,, 1915, p. 115) that an example of Oceanodroma 
leucorhoa was picked up dead near Evesham on September 
19th, 1914. Mr. Ground suggests that this may possibly 
have been the same bird recorded by Mr. Forrest (Brit. B., 
VIII., p. 198) near Shrewsbury on the 18th. 

INCREASE OF FULMAR PETREL IN CO. KERRY.—Mr. R. M. 
Barrington, who announced the breeding of twelve pairs of 
Fulmarus g. glacialis at the Great Skellig in 1913 (antea, 
Vol. VII., p. 56), now states (Irish Nat., 1915, p. 91) that 
there were some seventy birds at this place in 1914. 
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