
HOTES 
SEA-BIRDS AND OIL. 

I N January 1914 Mr. H. G. Alexander noticed a number of 
Scoters in Romney Marsh, Kent, with their feathers so 
clogged with " oil and ta r " tha t they were scarcely able to fly 
(British Birds, Vol. VIII . , p. 241). In a subsequent letter, 
Mr. Alexander wrote to me as follows : 

" I understood tha t the Scoters had first come ashore on 
the 9th or 10th January and they were abundant right from 
Fet t to Dungeness. Some were able to fly about over the 
land. When I got to the shore on January 11th, I found a lot 
of both species (Common and Velvet-Scoter) walking about— 
or I might say stumbling about—the sands. Some were able 
to fly or flap along into the water, but I think most might 
have been caught. I met a man who had shot a good many 
fine adult birds of both species on the ponds near the county 
boundary ; all had a good deal of oil in the breast feathers, 
but none, as far as I could see, in the wings. Some had so 
little oil in their feathers tha t it seemed surprising tha t it 
should have caused them so much inconvenience. The next 
day I walked all along the coast to Dungeness. I found any 
number of them in all stages of oiliness on the pools between 
Ju ry Gap and Galloway's. Some were swimming on the 
pools and dived a great deal whilst I was near ; others stood 
dejected by the sides of the pools ; possibly these were the 
furthest gone, but some of them were still capable of flight. 
None had at tha t t ime died of starvation. Two points are 
worthy of note. First, I noticed tha t the huge flocks of 
Scoters opposite Ju ry Gap were just as huge as usual, and 
many were flying about just as usual ; moreover, though about 
half the oily birds were Velvet, I saw no Velvet in the flocks. 
So I thought it safe to infer tha t the oil had affected them 
much farther out and tha t there was none on the water near 
the shore. And to this I might add tha t I have seen Velvet 
in much larger proportionate numbers flying past Dungeness 
than in the flocks along the coast. In fact, I think they tend 
to keep further out than the Common Scoter. The other 
point is tha t I only saw Scoters in this condition, though there 
were plenty of Divers and Alcce off the point. On the 13th 
there were still many on Rye shore, and on the 14th I found 



VOL. IX.] N O T E S . 153 

them all along past Winchelsea and one even on the canal 
near Winchelsea." 

Dr. G. B. Ticehurst writes to the Scottish Naturalist (1915, 
p. 307) tha t " during October 1914 numbers of Guillemots 
and Razorbills were found washed ashore dead and covered 
with sticky, dark, oily mat ter on the south Norfolk and north 
Suffolk coast ." 

Miss E. L. Turner wrote to me from Holy Island tha t she 
had seen i n - J a n u a r y and February, 1915, some Eiders and 
Common Scoters with their feathers (chiefly those of the breast 
and flanks) more or less clogged with this oily substance, but 
only one (an Eider) had been seriously affected by it. 

Several observers give details in the Scottish Naturalist 
(1915, pp. 282-4) showing t ha t in June 1915 a very large 
number of sea-birds (Guillemots, Razorbills, Puffins, and Eider 
Ducks) were found with their plumage clogged with this oily 
substance a t t he Isle of May and round the shores of Fife. 
The Misses Rintoul and Baxter, who found " hundreds of dead 
Guillemots, lesser numbers of Razorbills and Puffins, and 
eight or nine adult Eider, and one fluffy duckling," sent two 
of the Eiders to Professor Sutherland, who reported tha t the 
cause of death was starvation. The " oil " appears gradually 
to clog the feathers to such an extent as to make it impossible 
for the bird either to fly or dive, and it is thus unable to 
procure sufficient food to sustain life. 

Lady Erskine, writing of Guillemots, states (loc. cit.) that 
*' those we caught were dark brown all over, and the oil was 
so thick we could hardly separate one wing-feather from 
another." The same observer writes tha t the rocks were 
covered with a thick coating of the " oil," which was " like 
thick chocolate sauce, and six or seven inches deep in some 
crevices between the smaller rocks." 

I t is thus evident tha t a large number of sea-birds have 
been made innocent victims as a result of the war under the 
sea. H.F.W. 

CROSSBILLS B R E E D I N G I N SUFFOLK. 

I T has already been recorded in the Field (17/1/14, p. 139) 
that the Crossbill bred in Suffolk in 1914, but there is a 
slight error in British Birds (Vol. VIL , p. 301), in reference 
to this record, i.e. the keeper who picked up the young bird 
mentioned was not the same from whom I received the 
information, and I do not think my note in the Field conveyed 
that impression. In addition to the above record I received 
a very typical clutch of four eggs with the nest taken on 



154 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. IS. 

March 16th, 1914. There was also another pair close to 
this nest which evidently had a nest, but owing to the very 
bad weather a close search was impossible. 

The breeding of the Crossbill in England, in 1915, has 
already been recorded from Norfolk by Mr. N. Tracy (anka, 
Vol. VIII., p. 289), which gives me additional pleasure in 
recording the breeding and attempted breeding in Suffolk. 
Owing to the war I was prevented from visiting the Crossbill 
district, but I advised my friends to keep a sharp look-out 
for nests, having already heard from them of the presence 
of birds in some numbers early in the year. On March 8th 
a nest was located which contained two young and two 
unfertile eggs; on March 10th a second nest was found 
with eggs, but unfortunately this nest was discovered "by 
some boys and destroyed; from a third nest near by the 
young got off. My friends were of opinion that many more 
nests could have been located if we could have given our 
joint time. 

My friend Mr. H. R. Tutt brought in to me on March 27th 
freshly-worked cones which he had found close to Croydon, 
from a district where Crossbills had previously bred. 

The Crossbill has now bred in Suffolk for six years in 
succession, and I think from the records already given the 
bird should now be regarded as a resident species in England. 
Apparently from the remarks on this species in the last 
edition of the B.O.U. List it has not been, though the 
Committee must have had knowledge of the records. All 
the nests mentioned above were in Scotch pines and from 
8 to 12 ft. from the ground. P. P. BOTYARD. 

LARK'S METHOD OF GATHERING POOD FOR YOUNG. 
IN her article on " Wait and See Photography " in the last 
number of British Birds, Miss Turner made a very interesting 
observation concerning the manner in which a Sky-Lark 
gathers food for its young. 

Having recently had a pair of Wood-Larks (Luttula a. 
arborea) under observation during the breeding-season, I 
have been fortunate enough with the aid of prism glasses 
to observe precisely the same thing happen, viz. : The 
bird collecting insects and depositing them in a small heap 
on the ground before gathering them up to take to the young. 

This habit is perhaps peculiar to the Larks. I have 
certainly never noticed it with any other species, and should 
like to hear other readers' opinions on the matter. 

W. J. ASHFOED. 
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NUTHATCH IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 
As there appears to be but one record of the Nuthatch (Silta 
e. britannica) occurring in west Carnarvonshire, it may be 
worth noting that I heard one calling for several minutes 
in Glynllifon Park, on September 5th, 1915, not far from 
the place where I heard one in August, 1914, near the village 
of Llandwrog. This locality, so far as I know, is the most 
westerly-recorded for the appearance of this bird in North 
Wales, as hitherto, for some unknown reason, it has not been 
found to frequent any part of the Lleyn peninsula. 

S. G. CUMMINGS. 

BROWN-BACKED WARBLER IN SUSSEX. 
AN example of the Brown-backed Warbler (Agrobates g. 
syriacus) was shot at Westfield, Sussex, on May 7th, 1915. 
I examined it in the flesh the same day and found it to be 
a male. H. W. FOBD-LINDSAY. 

[By request of Mr. Ford-Lindsay and Mr. J. B. Nichols, 
in whose collection the bird is, I examined and compared 
this bird and found it to be of the form above stated. The 
differences of the three forms of Agrobates galactotes are 
stated in Vol. IV., p. 310.—H.E.W.] 

PROBABLE EASTERN BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR 
IN LANCASHIRE. 

MB. HEBBEBT MASSEY informs me that on March 29th, 1915, 
he saw a Wheatear close to Burnage, near Didsbury, Lanca
shire, which at first sight gave the impression of being black 
and white. I t allowed him to get within about twenty yards, 
but was very restless, although it never flew very far away 
when followed up. The bird was in company with some 
Common or Greenland Wheatears. The following notes 
were made by Mr. Massey in his diary at the time. Crown, 
back and breast pure white; wings black: tail black and 
white; throat black ; legs black. There was no yellowish 
tinge on the back or croAvn and the white appeared to be very 
pure in colour. The description agrees exactly with that of 
the bird seen by Mr. W. S. Medlicott on the Cleveland Hills 
in June, and there is, I think, little doubt that it was also an 
example of the Eastern Black-eared Wheatear ((Enanlhe 
h. xanthomelcena). F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

NIGHTJAR DOUBLE-BROODED. 
As affording clear proof that the Nightjar {Caprirnidgits 
e. europmus) will rear two broods in a season in a wild state, 
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I may relate that on August 2nd, 1915, near Beaulieu, 
Hampshire, I found a hen Nightjar sitting on two eggs, and 
about three feet away the cock bird brooding a young one 
not quite in full feather. E. M. IMEIE. 

[It has now been known for some years past that the Night
jar has reared two broods in the season in captivity, and the 
late date on which eggs and young have been met with 
furnishes strong presumptive evidence of its being double-
brooded. (See note on this subject in British Birds, Vol. VIII., 
p. 117. Of. also Zoologist, 1884, p. 7, etc.). The above note 
is the more welcome as it furnishes absolute proof that late 
nests are in some cases second broods and not late layings 
of birds which have lost their first nests.—F.C.R.J.] 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER FEEDING ON 
THE GROUND. 

WITH reference to Mr. E. W. Hendy's note (anka, p. 124), 
it may be of interest to state that in late February or early 
March of last year (1914) Mr. R, Burnier and I saw a single 
adult, Great Spotted Woodpecker feeding on the broad 
playing-grounds of Bradfield College. It was hopping about 
and prodding into the soft turf with its beak. 

PATRICK A. CHUBB. 

LARGE CLUTCH OF LITTLE GREBE'S EGGS. 
WHILE staying in the neighbourhood of Thursley, Surrey, 
during May, 1915, I found the nest of a Little Grebe 
(Colymbus r. ruficoUis) containing seven eggs. This number, 
in my experience, is quite exceptional, the majority of full 
clutches I have examined consisting of four or five eggs, I 
have only once seen a completed clutch of six eggs. 

HOWAKD BENTHAM. 

| Clutches of six are by no means uncommon in the case of 
this species, but sets of seven are much scarcer. Colonel 
W. V. Legge has recorded one from Essex, and others have 
been taken by Messrs. R. W. Chase, H. Noble, and the Rev. 
J. R. Hale. Similar sets have also been found in Hungary 
by Mr. R. B. Lodge, in Germany by the late H. Hocke, in 
Spain by Major F. W. Proctor (2) and in Algeria by the writer. 
—F.C.R.J.] 

SOCIABLE PLOVERS IN SUSSEX. 
THREE Sociable Plovers (Chettvsia gregaria) were shot near 
Winchelsea: the first on May 9th, 1914, is now in the Royal 
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Scottish Museum, the second, a male, on May 11th, is in 
my own collection, and the third, also a male, on May 18th 
was presented by Mr. W. H. Mullens to the Hastings Museum. 
These birds were examined in the flesh by Mr. Ruskin 
Butterfield. J . B. NICHOLS. 

[In July, 1914, Mr. M. J. Nicoll informed me tha t he had 
seen two Sociable Plovers in a field between Winchelsea and 
Snailham on Thursday, April 30th, and asked me to state 
this fact if they Avere subsequently recorded.—H.F.W.] 

L I T T L E STINT INLAND IN C H E S H I R E . 

ON September 10th, 1915, I saw a Lit t le Stint (Erolia m. 
minuta) a t Marburyr Mere, near Northwich, Cheshire, on a 
spit of sand at the mouth of a brook which runs into the 
mere. On the following day, when I again visited the place, 
the bird was still there—on this occasion in company with a 
Dunlin. J . MOORE. 

LITTLE STINTS AND CURLEW-SANDPIPERS 
INLAND IN LANCASHIRE. 

ON September 5th, 1915, at a sewage-farm a few miles to 
the north-west of Manchester, Mr. W. Whittaker and I 
found a single Lit t le Stint (Erolia m. minuta) feeding in 
company with several Dunlins, and later, on the 12th, two 
birds of tha t species together with three Dunlins and a 
Curlew-Sandpiper (Erolia ferrvginca). They were very tame, 
and afforded a favourable opportunity for comparison of 
size and feeding-habits with their larger companions. One 
Little Stint was distinctly more rufous than the other, and 
both birds frequently swam across the deeper puddles in 
their search for food. 

A few Curlew-Sandpipers have been present on several 
occasions since September 12th, but we have not found 
the Stints since t ha t date. T H O S . BADDELEY. 

R E D S H A N K NESTING I N S U R R E Y . 

ON May 8th, 1915, I found a pair of Redshanks (Trir.ga 
totanus) breeding on a small tract of marshland in south-east 
Surrey. The nest was of the open type, there being practi
cally no a t tempt at concealment, and I was able to watch 
the bird on to the eggs without much difficulty. 

I observed a single bird in precisely the same locality on 
May 4th, 1912, and as a Redshank was also seen there by 
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another observer on April 24th, 1913, the birds have now 
probably established themselves in the neighbourhood. 

HOWABD BENTHAM. 

[Bueknill (Birds of Surrey, p. 312) in 1900 described this 
species as an occasional visitor on migration, occurring in 
spring and autumn and not resident.—EDS.] 

ROSEATE TERN IN KENT. 
A FINE example of the Roseate Tern (Sterna dougalli) was 
shown me in the flesh on August 27th, 1915, having been 
shot the previous day at Lydd, Kent. I t proved to be a 
male in perfect adult plumage, the whole of the chest and 
under-part of the body being suffused with a beautiful rosy 
tint. Although there are two previous records of this bird 
being seen in Kent, this is the first example obtained in the 
county. H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

POMATORHINE SKUA IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 
ON August 26th, 1915, a fine calm day, I watched a 
Pomatorhine Skua (Stercorarius pomarinus) in Carnarvon 
Bay by means of a powerful telescope. I t was some distance 
out at sea, but I could make out that it was an immature 
bird in dark plumage, with the central tail-feathers well 
pronounced, giving the tail a somewhat wedge-shaped 
appearance as the bird turned suddenly on the wing to 
stoop at a passing Gull. S. G. CUMMINGS. 

ABUNDANCE OP LAND-RAILS IN EAST SUSSEX. 
NOT for many years past have there been so many Land-
Rails (Crex crex) during the autumn migration as in 1915. 
From Pett eastwards there must have been hundreds wherever 
there was sufficient cover to hide these wary little birds. 
Over forty were shot during the cutting of a small piece of 
clover, and I should estimate that at least twenty a day 
were shot by the " lookers " on the marsh. 

I only saw one specimen of the Spotted Crake (Porzana 
porzana), and this was shot on September 25th. Probably 
one or two more were obtained, and found their way into 
the " looker's " family stew-pot, which is responsible for the 
loss of many good birds. H. W. FOKD-LINDSAY. 
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