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HENRY EELES DRESSER. 

(PLATE 2.) 

BY the death at Cannes on November 2nd, 1915, of 
Henry Eeles Dresser, at the age of seventy-seven years, 
the ornithological world has lost one of its best known 
and most distinguished members. 

Mr. H. E. Dresser was born at Thirsk on May 9th, 1838, 
in the bank founded by bis grandfather. His father 
commenced life in London as a Baltic timber merchant, 
and owing to this circumstance H. E. Dresser's career was 
so shaped as much to assist and encourage his natural 
bent towards ornithology. After attending school at 
Bromley, near London, he went to Ahrensburg, near 
Hamburg, in 1852, and two years later to Gefle and 
(Jpsala. He went in 1856 to St. Petersburg and on to 
Finland, where he entered a timber merchant's office, and 
in 1857 and 1858 travelled through Sweden, Finland, 
and round the Baltic. It was on this occasion that his 
fame as an ornithologist first arose, for while on this 
journey he discovered a breeding-place and took with 
his own hands the young and an egg of the Waxwing 
(Ampelisgamdus), an account of which is given by Newton 
in the Ibis for 1861, pp. 102-104, being probably to this 
day the only Englishman who has done so. In 1859 he 
went to New Brunswick to manage a timber estate, 
returning home in 1860. He travelled much in Sweden, 
Russia, Finland, and Prussia in the next two years, 
returning to New Brunswick in 1862; and in 1863 ran 
a cargo for the Confederate States to Texas, which latter 
venture was the source from which sprang his article in 
the Ibis for 1865 " On the Birds of Southern Texas." 

From 1864 down to 1870, when he embarked in the 
" Iron Trade " and established his offices at 110, Cannon 
Street, he travelled extensively in Spain, on the Lower 
Danube and in Russia, Austria, Hungary, Italy and the 
Balkans. These extensive travels and his knowledge of 
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various languages were of immense help to him in 
prosecuting his studies in ornithology, and his visits to 
most of the larger museums and intercourse with many 
famous ornithologists were invaluable to him for his great 
work on the Birds of Europe. This monumental book, 
with which his name will be associated for all time, was 
planned in conjunction with the late Dr. Bowdler Sharpe, 
and the first numbers were issued in their joint names 
from 1871 ; but on the appointment of R. B. Sharpe to 
be an assistant at the British Museum he had to give 
up the collaboration. Mr. Dresser brought the colossal 
undertaking to a very successful conclusion by himself 
in 1881 and completed a supplement in 1896. The work 
forms nine large quarto volumes, with 722 plates. In 
producing the work, which was indeed a great under
taking, it should be mentioned that Dresser received 
much assistance from the late Lord Lilford as well as 
the late Marquis of Tweeddale and other friends. 

One of the greatest services H. E. Dresser rendered to 
science was due to his knowledge of Russian and other 
languages, for it enabled him, by publishing translations, 
to render accessible to ornithologists several most 
important papers. 

He published two highly-valued monographs on the 
Rollers and Bee-Eaters, and also a number of articles on 
birds and latterly on rare Palsearctic eggs. His Eggs of 
the Birds of Europe (1905-1910) is a very real and valuable 
addition to zoological literature, and its best praise is to 
say that while it completes and rounds off his Birds of 
Europe, it outshines it in many details. His Manual of 
the Birds of the Palcearctic Region is undoubtedly a very 
useful help to students, but it cannot compare either in 
quality or usefulness with the larger work. 

He became a member of the British Ornithologists' 
Union in 1865 and was Secretary thereof from 1882-1888. 
He was a skilful taxidermist, and in fifty years of ornitho
logical activity made most important collections both of 
birds and eggs, which, together with the bulk of his 
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scientific library, are deposited in the Museum of Owen's 
College, Manchester. He had been in bad health for 
some years and his ornithological activity practically 
ceased entirely with the completion of his egg book in 
1910. 

He leaves a wife and son and daughter to mourn his 
loss. The whole ornithological world must feel the poorer 
and deplore deeply the death of H. E. Dresser, who was 
always most friendly and ready to assist a very wide 
circle of ornithological friends, and whose contributions 
to the science had and always will have the most far-
reaching effect on its trend and objects. 

ROTHSCHILD. 
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