
riOTES 
W H I T E - W I N G E D L A R K I N SUSSEX. 

ON November 3rd, 1915, I saw, near Rye, a White-winged 
Lark (Melanocorypha sibirica) in winter-plumage, apparently 
a male. I t was feeding in company with some Skylarks and 
I had the bird under close observation for twenty minutes. 
I was able to watch it from a distance of not more than six 
yards, and had an excellent view of it both flying and on 
the ground. The chestnut t int on the crown, the lesser 
wing-coverts and tail, white wing-bar and white under 
wing-coverts were very distinctive. The back was tawny-
brown, the centres of the feathers being of a darker shade, 
the throat and breast were tinged with buff and there were 
indistinct rufous-brown spots on the throat , gorget and 
flanks. The rest of the under-parts were white. The bill 
was short, stout, and horn-coloured ; the legs were yellowish-
brown. M. L. K L E I N WORT. 

[We congratulate Miss Kleinwort on her accurate and 
detailed description of the bird. This is the s?venth example 
of the White-winged Lark recorded for the British Islands, 
all in Sussex and K e n t . — E D S . ] 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER B R E E D I N G IN 
NESTING-BOX. 

D U E I N G the spring of 1914, the entrance holes of three 
Berlepsch nesting-boxes, suitable for Tits, were enlarged 
by Woodpeckers. These boxes were placed in a wood 
adjoining Epping Forest. On April 26th, 1914, I noticed 
a Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates m. anglicus) sitting 
in one of the boxes and was in hopes t ha t the bird would 
nest there. However, soon after this, I found, to my dis-
apjDdintment, tha t the box had been interfered with, the 
lid having been swung round on one screw, leaving the 
nesting-hole completely uncovered. I abandoned all hope 
of the Woodpecker nesting in the box, which was left with 
the lid in the position just described. On June 9th, 1914, 
I happened to be carrying a ladder past the box, when it 
occurred to me to examine it, and on doing so I was very 
surprised to find a young Great Spotted Woodpecker fully 
fledged. 

In the review of How to Attract and Protect Wild Birds, 
by Martin Heisemann, in British Birds, Vol. I I . , p. 172, 
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is the following statement: " We have never heard of 
Woodpeckers nesting in boxes in England as they do in 
Germany." Still further, a well-known naturalist who has 
had an extensive experience with nesting-boxes, stated in my 
presence this year that he had never heard of a Woodpecker 
nesting in a box in this country. In view of these statements 
it would be of interest to know what other records there are 
of this nature. WILLTAM E. GLEGG. 

STATUS OP LITTLE OWL IN WILTSHIRE. 
THE first record of the Little Owl (Athene n. nociva) in 
Wiltshire in recent years was of one shot near Avebury, 
in November, 1907 (Marlborough College Nat. Hist. Report). 
No more were recorded till January 8th, 1910, when a pair 
was shot on the Hampworth Estate in south-east Wiltshire 
(Brit. B., III., p. 375). On December 16th, 1911, Dr. H. P. 
Blackmore wrote that five had been killed during the previous 
six weeks within eighteen miles of Salisbury, and about 
the same time Dr. Hinton wrote that he had seen it 
near Imber. Pour were obtained at Totterdown (near 
Marlborough) during 1911 and 1912 (Marlborough College 
Nat. Hist. Report). Mr. M. Vaughan saw it at Milton in 
1913 ; and one of the keepers at Whiteparish saw one or 
two during that year. During the present year (1915) it 
has been seen by the keepers at West Woods (near 
Marlborough), by the keeper at Lydiard Millicent on October 
14th, and Dr. Penrose tells me that he knew personally of 
three pairs nesting in the parish of Downton. Dr. Penrose's 
keeper thinks that it is supplanting the Barn-Owl, as one 
pair has got possession of a nesting-hole for many years 
occupied by a pair of these birds ; and I have known of a 
similar case near Cambridge. 

It will be noticed that all the above records are from the 
eastern half of the county, and that the bird is more firmly 
established in south than north Wiltshire. It is to be hoped 
that other notes on the distribution of this species will be 
forthcoming. G. BATHUEST HONY. 

DARK-BREASTED BARN-OWL IN BERKSHIRE. 
ON November 21st, 1915, a specimen of the Central European 
Barn-Owl (Flammea flammea guttata, Brit. Ornith. Union 
List, p. 128, Tyto alba guttata, Hand-List of Biitish Birds, 
p. 109), was brought to Reading Museum in the flesh by 
Mr. Leigh, who had obtained it at Coley Park Farm, Reading. 
Though slightly lighter in colour than the typical German 
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bird, it is very much darker than a normal British Barn-
Owl. The nape, crown and primaries are rich buff interfused 
with grey. The grey of the mantle is deeper and more 
extensive than in a British bird, and the white of the discs 
about the eyes is dusky, deepening to a brown ring around 
each eye. The entire under-surfaee is flushed with buff, 
extending beneath the wings, and there, as well as upon 
the breast, are the spots from which this species takes its 
name. The front of each thigh is washed with buff but 
unspotted. The mandible is horn-coloured, not white as 
in our home bird. Although the local taxidermist tells 
me he has not before handled so dark a bird, yet the five 
locally-killed Barn-Owls, which happened (sad to say) to 
be in his hands at the moment, presented an almost perfect 
gradation from the " White Owl," through an equally white 
form with spotted breast, and others with still more spots 
upon faintly, or more heavily-buffed undersides, to the 
bird I am recording. II. M. WALLIS. 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARDS IN NORFOLK. 
THE Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo I. lagopus) recorded by 
the Duchess of Bedford (antea, p. 187), was evidently not 
without companions, for during October and November, 
1915, several have turned up in Norfolk and the north of 
Suffolk. 

This is no longer a usual event in this part of England, 
for large birds of prey have certainly become less numerous 
since the Norwegian Government extended the practice 
of keeping them down by head-money. But from time 
to time, when October and November come round, a certain 
number of Buzzards still cross the sea. 

On the present occasion the first announcement of Buzzards 
was on September 27th, when two were viewed by Mr. J. 
Vincent migrating in a high wind (north at 11 a.m., force 4, 
sea rough) at about three miles from the coast. 

The next was on October 14th, reported by Mr. E. T. 
Roberts, and between that date and December 7th, twelve 
more were either seen by observers, or killed by gamekeepers. 
All of them were single birds, and with one exception they 
had not penetrated far inland. 

We seem to have a visitation of Rough-legged Buzzards 
to the east of England every ten or twelve years. The last 
occasions on which they were rather abundant in Norfolk 
were in 1880, 1891, and 1910. Of these three migrations, 
that of 1880, if it had been fully recorded, would have been 
found to be the biggest. J. H. GTTRNEY. 
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WHITE-TAILED EAGLE IN YORKSHIRE. 
IT may be of interest to record that I saw a White-tailed 
Eagle {Haliaetus albicilla) on the Cleveland Hills between 
Kildale and Great Ayton, on December 1st, 1915. My 
brother and I watched it for some time being mobbed by 
Hooded Crows. P. M. HORSFALL. 

MADEIRAN LITTLE SHEARWATER IN KENT. 
A FEMALE example of Puffinus assimilis godmani was shot 
at Jury's Gap, Lydd, Kent, on December 27th, 1913, and 
was examined by Mr. H. W. Ford-Lindsay. I have omitted 
to record this specimen, which came into my possession 
some time ago. J. B. NICHOLS. 

KILLDEER PLOVERS IN SUSSEX. 
ON November 12th, 1915, three Killdeer Plovers (Charadrius 
vociferus) were observed on the marshes at Winchelsea. 
Two were obtained the same day, and proved to be male 
and female. I examined them in the flesh and found them 
to be in very good condition. It is interesting to note that 
although there are some very large flocks of Green Plover 
on these marshes at the present time, the Killdeer were not 
associating with them. 

I heard of the third bird being seen to-day (November 16th), 
when it was quite alone, and being very wild, has so far 
escaped the guns of the " lookers." H. W. FOKD-LINDSAY. 

ASIATIC GOLDEN PLOVERS IN KENT. 
Oisf September 20th, 1915, I examined three specimens of 
Golden Plover that had just been shot on Romney Marsh, 
and found they belonged to the Asiatic species Charadrius d. 
fuhrus. They proved to be one male and two females. The 
man who shot them stated that he had shot more and eaten 
them, and offered to send any wings still in the dust-hole. 
Four wings arrived, which left no doubt that these birds 
were also of the same species. I am sending one for 
examination. H. W. FOBD-LINDSAY. 

[The wing is undoubtedly that of an Eastern Golden 
Plover ; it measures only 165 mm.—H.F.W.] 

REEVE IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 
ON October 30th, 1915, an adult Reeve {Machetes pugnax) 
was shot on the Sewage Farm, Leek, Staffordshire, by 
Mr. T. Whittles, and is being preserved for the collection of 
Sir Vauncey Harpur Crewe, Bart. For former records of this 
species in Staffordshire see British Birds, Vol. VII., p. 261. 

J. R. B. MASEFIELP, 
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GREATER YELLOWSHANK I N SUSSEX. 

A SPECIMEN of the Greater Yellowshank (Tringa melanoleuca) 
was shot at Winchelsea, Sussex, on October 4th, 1915, and 
examined by me in the flesh the next day. I t proved to be 
a female, and was in full plumage, the ashy-brown extending 
to the lower-back and rump. H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

R E D S H A N K S NEST W I T H E I G H T EGGS. 

O N May 9th, 1915, in company with two others, I visited a 
marsh on the Cumberland side of the Solway. This marsh 
is the breeding-haunt of a number of Redshanks (Tringa 
totanns). The first nest we found was a Redshank's containing 
eight eggs. Four of these eggs had undoubtedly been laid 
by one bird, and the other four by another. The nest, which 
was rather large and flat, was in no way concealed. When 
we were approaching the nest three of these birds rose and 
kept flying round us all the t ime we were in the vicinity. 
Is it possible tha t in this case there were two females and only 
one male ? WILLIAM J. ANDREWS. 

BROODING-SPOTS OF T H E BLACK-HEADED GULL. 

T H E accompanying photograph is of one of three Black-
headed Gulls (Lams r. ridifrundus) which I examined during 

the breeding-season 1915. Two were males, the other a 
female. The sex was proved by dissection. The males 
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were the larger birds, but as the following measurements 
will show, their brooding-spots were somewhat smaller in 
superficial area. 

Female 
Male 
Male 

Two upper spots. 
2 x 1 inch. 
2 x 1 inch. 
If X 1 inch. 

Lower spot. 
2 X 1A inch. 
1 X 1 inch. 
1 | X If inch. 
F. B. KlEKMAN. 

MEDITERRANEAN BLACK-HEADED GULL IN 
SUSSEX. 

ON November 11th, 1915, when watching some ladies feeding 
a large flock of Black-headed Gulls from the parade at White 
Rock, Hastings, I noticed amongst the Gulls an example 
of the Mediterranean Black-headed Gull (Larus melano-
cephalus). The breast of the bird was of a very light pinkish-
russet colour, and in great contrast to the pure white breasts 
of L. ridibundus. The quills were white, the first only 
externally margined with black, and what remained of the 
hood seemed of a more pronounced shade of colour than in 
the common Black-headed Gulls. These latter birds, as is 
the case with them in London, are wonderfully tame, and are 
a great delight to our winter visitors. I am glad to say 
that no shooting is allowed along the front at Hastings and 
St. Leonards, so that I hope this bird may be allowed to 
remain unmolested and not meet with the fate that un
fortunately happens to any rare birds which visit this 
neighbourhood. There is nothing, I think, extraordinary 
in the appearance of this bird here, as in July last a party 
of six or seven of this species visited Rye and several were 
shot (cf. Vol. IX., p. 60). THOMAS PARKIN, 

THE BIRDS OF RENFREWSHIRE.—A very useful series of 
articles is contributed by Messrs. J. Robertson and T. 
Thornton Mackeith on this subject to the Scottish Naturalist 
(1915, pp. 124-7, 244-50, 268-75). The authors give a brief 
account of the status of each species in narrative form, but 
authorities for the statements are seldom quoted, so that 
it is difficult to say what is new in their list. We note 
the following, which seem to us of special interest. The 
Blackcap is rare, in marked contrast to the Garden-
Warbler, which is common in suitable localities. Some 
interesting notes are given of the Willow-Tit, which is con
sidered rare in the county as a breeding-species, though 
apparently rather more widely distributed in winter. A 



VOL ix.] NOTES. 215 

Parrot-Crossbill mentioned as killed in Werayss Bay in 
1862 should be critically examined. There are few records 
of the Jay during the past half-century. Seven eggs found 
in June, 1904, in a decayed fir near Darnley Rifle Range 
were first identified as those of the Wryneck, but two of 
these eggs now in the Royal Scottish Museum are now stated 
to be those of the Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. The original 
record {Ann. Scot. N. H., 1905, p. 244), it should be noted, 
was not deemed altogether satisfactory, presumably because 
the author did not himself see the eggs in situ, and it is still 
kept within square brackets in the present list. A second 
Renfrew record for the American Hawk-Owl (Greenock, 
December, 1871) has, we fancy, been discredited. A sudden 
diminution in the numbers of Com-Crakes in the county 
in 1905, and a gradual revival up to 1914, when a further 
diminution was noted, are interesting facts. 

OVERLOOKED RECORD OF SURE-SCOTER IN YORKSHIRE.— 
Mr. W. J. Clarke writes (Nat, 1915, p. 339); " While hunting 
through some old records of the Scarborough Philosophical 
and Archasological Society, I came across the minutes of a 
meeting held in the Museum on November 16th, 1855, in 
which it is recorded that a Surf-Scoter, which had been shot 
at Filey, was exhibited by Mr. Roberts." Mr. Clarke states 
that the late Alfred Roberts was at that time Curator of 
the Scarborough Museum and was well known as a careful 
and painstaking observer and reliable ornithologist, but we 
may add that he made curious mistakes at times, e.g. in the 
Zool. for 1885 he records the "American Scaup (Fuligula 
maritoides [sic]) " from Scarborough, but according to the 
authors of the Birds of Yorkshire (II. p. 465) the bird proved 
on examination by John Hancock to be a female Pochard. It 
is also significant that a supposed Surf-Scoter recorded as shot 
at Gristhorpe, near Scarborough, on November 25, 1860 
(Zool. 1860, p. 7274, and 1861, p. 7385), turned out to be a 
Velvet-Scoter (Birds of Yorkshire, II., p. 482). 

BLACK-WINGED STILT IN DEVON.—Mr. F. B. Hinchliff 
notes (Field, 20.xi.'15) that he saw a Black-winged Stilt 
(Himantopns himantoynis), on November 6th, 1915, in North 
Devon. He gives an accurate description of the bird and 
its characteristic flight; he flushed it four times and had 
clear views of it. 
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