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M E . GORDON does not belong to the school of arm-chair 
ornithologists, who from the seclusion of the suburbs add to 
the long list of books on British birds. He has a good 
working knowledge of the Scottish Highlands east of the 
Great Glen, and moreover has not been content to pay brief 
visits during the spring or autumn months, but has explored 
the glens and corries of the Spey and Dee basins even in the 
depth of winter. 

In the work now before us Mr. Gordon treats of twenty-four 
species which breed in this district, and so far as he writes 
from personal observation, his words carry considerable 
weight. We are glad to note also signs of a great advance 
on earlier works on the same subject. This can readily 
be seen by anyone who will take the trouble to compare 
the article on the Goosander in the same writer's Birds of the 
Loch and Mountain (1907) and tha t in the present work, 
for while the earlier paper contains several serious misstate
ments and errors, the later account is thoroughly reliable 
and trustworthy. Especially valuable are the field-notes on 
the habits of the various birds made from personal observa
tion, such as the length of the fledging-period in some of the 
rarer species, and the vertical range in summer and winter 
of the mountain haunting birds. I n dealing with those 
species whose breeding area in Great Britain extends con
siderably beyond the Scottish Highlands, such as the Kestrel , 
Woodcock and Common Sandpiper, it must be remembered 
tha t the author 's remarks apply primarily to the district 
referred to above and are not necessarily t rue of the whole 
breeding-range. 

The book, however, contains a good deal of second-hand in
formation from various sources, frequently quoted without any 
clue as to its origin, which has by no means the same value as 
the author 's own field-notes. In many cases this is merely pre
faced by the words, " A story is related," or " I t is said," 
while the statements thus introduced are occasionally a severe 
test to the credulity of the reader. The story of American 
origin which credits the Ospreys of a certain (unnamed) 
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district with playing a concerted practical joke on the Bald-
headed Eagles, which had long persecuted them, by carrying 
skeletons of fish already eaten and then inviting pursuit, 
is scarcely worthy of reproduction in a serious book of 
ornithological studies. We cannot help feeling that it would 
have added to the real value of the book if the author had 
confined himself more strictly to those parts which are based 
on his own field-notes. The descriptions of plumage are 
of little practical value : what would be of much greater 
use would be concise notes pointing out the characters by 
which the bird can be distinguished in the hand and in the 
field from any other species with which confusion is possible. 
The notes on distribution are obviously imperfect. On 
page 36 it is stated that no bird has so wide a range as the 
Golden Eagle, " in fact it is met with almost throughout 
the world." One would scarcely guess from this that the 
bird is unknown in the Southern hemisphere, and has never 
been recorded from Central or South America, South Africa, 
the Pacific Islands or the Australian region. That this is 
due to mere carelessness is shown by the fact that Mr. Gordon 
rightly describes the Osprey as occurring throughout Europe 
and Africa as well as Asia, Australia and North America. 
The statement that it is met with in New Zealand is however 
erroneous. Similarly, in dealing with the Sandpiper, the 
range is given eastward to the Petschora, but as a matter 
of fact it breeds across Asia and even in Japan, while south
ward its breeding-area embraces not only the Caucasus as 
stated, but also the Northern Himalayas. Many other 
instances might be quoted, but these are sufficient for our 
purpose. 

Nomenclature, fortunately, has but a small share in this 
work, but it seems scarcely consistent to raise the Red Grouse 
and the Dipper to the rank of species, while the Crested Tit 
is provided with a trinomial. Moreover, it is obviously 
incorrect to say that the Red Grouse is " the one and only 
bird which Great Britain, and more especially Scotland, 
can claim for her very own " (p. 137). We should say that 
the honours were shared, as far as Scotland is concerned, by 
the Scottish Crested Tit and the Scottish Crossbill, unless the 
island forms of Wren and Song-Thrush are allowed to 
participate. 

The statement that the Dotterel is the only wader whose 
clutch never exceeds three is not accurate. The three clutch 
is of course normal, as it is also in the ease of the Kentish 
Plover, and commonly in the Oyster-Catcher, but sets of 
four have been recorded, though rarely, for the first two 
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species, but more commonly for the third, while the Crab-
Plover (Dromas ardeola) apparently lays only a single 
white egg ! 

The illustrations from photographs by the author are for 
the most part excellent, and add greatly to the interest of 
the work, biit we should like to protest against the prevalent 
practice of removing young birds from the nest for photo
graphic purposes, in many cases with disastrous results to 
the young brood. 

Misprints and slips of the pen are not numerous, but on 
the first page we note " Acquila " for " Aquila " and the 
Spanish name for Eagle is not " A q u i l a " but " Aguila." 
Linnaeus wrote apricarius and not apicarius as the specific 
name of the Golden Plover. We do not believe that there 
is any evidence of the occurrence of Lagopus rupestris in 
Scotland. 

These are blemishes, but at the same time it is only fair 
to point out tha t they do not seriously detract from the 
value of the book to the critical reader. The real interest 
and importance of these studies lies in the fact tha t they are 
the work of a field naturalist, who has watched and studied 
the birds in all seasons and under all kinds of conditions, 
and as such we welcome it as a valuable contribution to 
our knowledge of the " birds of the Hill ." 

F . C. R . JOTTRDATN. 
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