
ttOTES 
FIRE-CRESTED WREN IN NORFOLK. 

ON August 4th, 1915, I saw a Fire-crested Wren (Regulus 
ignicapillus) in some fir-woods near West Runton, Norfolk. 

The bird was rather larger than the Golderest, which is 
very abundant in the Runton woods. In appearance it 
was very similar to cristatus, but the crest was of a rich 
orange colour bounded on each side by a black streak. A 
black line passed through the eye ; another ran from the 
nape to the beak; and between each black streak there was 
a white mark. The general colour above was olive-green, 
as in the Golden-crested Wren, and the under-parts were 
greyish-white. 

I had a good opportunity of observing the bird, as it perched 
on a twig and allowed me to approach quite near to it without 
taking flight. R. CRAVEN SYKES. 

WESTERN BLACK-THROATED WHEATEAR 
IN SUSSEX. 

A VERY fine example of the Black-throated Wheatear 
((Enanihe h. hispanica) was shot at St. Leonards, Sussex, on 
October 30th, 1915. I examined it on the following day 
whilst still in the flesh and found it a male of the Western 
form. The breast and back were of a yellowish rusty colour, 
and there was no frontal band of black. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

BLACK REDSTART IN MERIONETH. 
I RECENTLY received for identification from Mr. F. C. Rawlings 
of Barmouth the skin of a bird shot near that place on 
December 13th, 1915. It proved to be a female Black 
Redstart (Phomicurus o. gibraltariensis). Since the publica
tion of my Vert. Fauna of North Wales I have obtained two 
other records of this species on the Merioneth coast, three 
off Anglesey, and several observed by Mr. R. W. Jones in 
the neighbourhood of Llandudno. The earliest date of 
occurrence was August 23rd, and the latest March 24th. 

H. E. FORREST. 

SWALLOW IN HERTFORDSHIRE IN NOVEMBER. 
I T may be worth recording that on November 20th, 1915, 
a brilliantly sunny day, I watched a Swallow (Chelidon 
r. rustica) playing round St. Alban's Abbey, between 1 
and 2.30 in the afternoon. E. L. TURNER. 
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UNUSUAL POOD OP GREAT SPOTTED 
WOODPECKER. 

As the Great Spotted Woodpecker is usually regarded as 
insectivorous, the following particulars may be of interest. 

In March, 1915,1 established a bird-table outside my library 
window at Weybridge, and one of the earliest and most fearless 
visitors was a Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates m. 
anglicus). The food provided consisted of hempseed, Brazil 
nuts, porridge and coconuts; the Woodpecker came many 
times a day and consumed large quantities of porridge and 
coconut. Towards the end of June the visits were discon
tinued, and I did not see the bird again until the end of 
December, and it now returns daily. E D G A R SYERS. 

L I T T L E OWL I N STAFFORDSHIRE. 

SINCE the reintroduction of this species into England, three 
records of its occurrence in Staffordshire have been recorded 
(antea, Vol. I . , p . 339, and Vol. I I I . , p . 307). I can now give 
two more records for this county. On December 31st, 1911, 
Mr. A. 0 . Worthington, of Maple Hayes, near Lichfield, wrote 
that on tha t date he saw a Little Owl in the pa rk—" it was 
very tame, within fifteen yards of me, and gave me five 
minutes before flying away, pursued by small birds." On 
December 28th, 1915, another specimen in the flesh was sent 
to me, shot by mistake for a Woodcock ! We have so far 
no record of this bird nesting in t h e county, tha t I am 
aware of. J O H N R. B. M A S E F I E L D . 

STATUS OF T H E L I T T L E OWL IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 

M R . J . R. B. MASEFIELD'S note does not give by any means a 
full or complete account of the spread of this species in 
Staffordshire since the first specimen was recorded near 
Newport, on the Shropshire border, in October, 1906. On 
November 5th, 1906, Messrs. A. G. and H. G. Tomlinson 
watched one for some time within a few yards, in a bush close 
to the Woodlands, Burton-on-Trent (Field, Nov. 10, 1906, 
and Journ. D.A. dh N.H.S., 1907, p . 128). This locality, 
though quite close to the Staffordshire border, is however 
in Derbyshire. Another was shot at Burton, March 13th, 
1909, and sent to A. S. Hutchinson of Derby (Rep. N.S.F.C., 
1908-9, p . 71, Brit. B., I I I . , 307). One shot at Lichfield, Nov. 
27th, 1909, is recorded by A. G. Leigh (Brit. B., I I I . , p . 307), 
while Mr. C. Moore reports one shot at Yoxall in 1910, and one 
seen a t Hints, near Tamworth, Aug., 1911 (Rep. N.S.F.C., 
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1911-12, p. 88). Mr. W. Wells Bladen reports one at Great 
Barr, March 29th, 1914 (Rep. N.S.F.C., 1914-15, p. 84), and 
now two more are recorded above from Lichfield in 1911 
and (apparently near Cheadle) in Dec, 1915 (ut supra), so 
that at least e:ght occurrences have been recorded. It is 
evident from the scattered nature of these records, which 
I have reason to believe are still very imperfect, that the 
Little Owl is now widely distributed over the county, and has 
probably been established some time as a breeding species, 
though up to the present nesting has not been recorded. 

F. C. R. JOUEDAIN. 

EXTERMINATION OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE 
IN IRELAND. 

FOR some years the Golden Eagle (Aquila c. chrysaetus) has 
been on the verge of extinction in Ireland, and with the 
shooting of two during the year 1915, ornithologists must 
sadly conclude that this fine species has ceased to exist in 
Ireland. 

In 1911, and again in 1912, the late R. J. Ussher undertook 
journeys to the west and north-west of Ireland to investigate 
the range of the Eagles in their last haunts. By personal 
observation, and searching inquiries and correspondence, 
he could trace but one individual in Mayo and one other 
in Donegal, while he was satisfied that the species was 
extinct in Kerry (see Irish Naturalist, 1912, pp. 120 and 
181-182). 

Unfortunately the Donegal bird was shot in that county 
during the spring of 1915, and the Mayo bird—an old female 
—was killed in the first week of November, 1915, as she sat 
asleep on a fence, having devoured a goose thrown out from 
•a farm near Pulathomas, in her native county. I t is 
reasonable to suppose, having regard to Mr. Ussher's minute 
investigations, that this Eagle was the last of her race. 

At one time a very common bird in Ireland, it bred in 
most of the higher mountain ranges—some of its former 
eyries are now tenanted by the Peregrine Falcon—and its 
disappearance is chiefly due to the vigilance of keepers and 
to the widespread use of poisoned carcasses set for foxes. 
Collectors are not responsible, as Mr. Williams of Dublin 
informs me that no Irish specimen had passed through his 
hands for twenty-five years previous to the above records. 

When Ussher published the Birds of Ireland in 1900 he 
prophesied the early extinction of the species, although he 
could at that time refer to " a few pairs still resident in the 
west." The former breeding range of the Golden Eagle in 
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Ireland embraced the counties of Kerry, Waterford, Tipperary, 
Galway, Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim, Fermanagh, Donegal, London
derry, Tyrone, Antrim and Down, while in at least one cliff-
face there still remain a few ancient weather-beaten nests, 
pathetic monuments of a noble bygone species. 

C. J . CARROLL. 

ROUGH-LEGGED AND COMMON BUZZARDS IN 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 

As an autumn immigration of Buzzards is being reported 
(antea, p . 211) from the eastern counties, it may be of interest 
to add to the records tha t I saw, through field-glasses a t short 
range, a Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo I. lagopus) in north
west Lincolnshire on October 26th, 1915; and Mr. G. H. 
Caton Haigh saw a specimen of the Common Buzzard (Buteo 
b. buteo) which was shot on the north-east coast of Lincolnshire 
on November 18th. P . L. BLATHWAYT. 

COMMON BUZZARD IN CO. WICKLOW. 

D U E I N G the last week of November, 1915, a male Common 
Buzzard (Buieo b. buteo) was shot near Arklow, co. Wicklow. 
I t was observed amongst the Wicklow Mountains throughout 
the summer—a most unusual time of year to find this species 
in Ireland, as, having ceased to breed in the country, it is now 
only an uncertain visitor from October to March. 

C. J . CARROLL. 

GLOSSY IBIS IN W I L T S H I R E . 

A GLOSSY Ibis (Plegadis f. falcinellus) was shot by the keeper 
at Burderop (near Swindon) in September, 1915, and has 
been set up by Paisey of Swindon. General Calley has 
kindly given me the following particulars : " My keeper saw 
it one morning, at the beginning of September last, in a 
grass field near a brook, within 100 yards of his house, and 
promptly shot it. I severely rated him for having done so. 
There was another seen, about the same time, a t Draycott , 
near the camp, but I hope and believe that that escaped 
the usual fate of rare birds in this country." Draycott is 
quite close to Burderop. G. BATHTTRST H O N Y . 

OIL-CLOGGED K I N G - E I D E R I N K E N T . 

A N immature male King-Eider (Somateria spectabilis) was 
washed ashore at Dungeness, East Bay, Kent, on November 
10th, 1915. I saw it soon after it had been picked up, and i t 
was then covered with crude petroleum, which at this t ime 
again made its appearance on this part of the coast. There 
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were hundreds of Common Scoter, Guillemots, and other birds 
in various stages of incapacity owing to the oil. Some were 
dead, many had apparently little oil on them, but made no 
attempt to fly, while others were lying on the beach unable 
to get up at all. One curious thing about the severe cases 
has not been previously mentioned in the various accounts 
I have seen, viz., the effect of the oil upon the skin and feet 
of the birds. Upon removing the skin the oil seems to have 
penetrated to the flesh beneath, which is very moist, and 
decidedly oily. Regarding the feet, these are not affected 
whilst the birds remain at sea, as the oil is in a very thin layer 
on the surface, and the feet keep below this, but when the 
birds get into very shallow water in wading ashore, and also 
on the beach, which was covered in some places to the depth 
of half an inch, the feet become completely coated. The 
result is they soon begin to swell, and this goes on to such 
an extent that they crack and burst. Some that I examined 
were of an enormous size. Why these birds come ashore in 
such vast numbers in calm weather is no doubt due to the 
irritating effects of the oil, and the motive is to get ashore 
and on to the marshes with the idea of finding fresh water. 
I should like to thank Mr. Austin (the authorised watcher) of 
Lydd, on behalf of all interested in birds, for the trouble he 
has taken in putting some hundreds of these suffering birds 
out of their misery, and also making it clear to the fisher-folk 
all around that it was their duty to save the birds from a death 
by slow starvation. 

The King-Eider was quite dead when found, and I should 
imagine that it had died at sea, as the whole of the body, 
including the head, was covered with oil, showing that it had 
been pitching about on the surface of the sea. 

After a considerable amount of cleaning the oil was removed, 
and the yellowish-brown breast was disclosed, which was 
spotted and barred with black. The anterior point of the 
feathering on the fore-head, which reached to the nostrils, 
removed all doubt as to the identity. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

THE IRISH EXAMPLE OF THE MADEIRAN LITTLE 
SHEARWATER. 

ACTING on Mr. Witherby's suggestion (anlea, p. 203) I have 
examined the Little Shearwater obtained in Ireland on May 
6th, 18^3, and now exhibited in the Dublin Museum. 

The following characters—under-surface, including the 
under tail-coveits, of a pure white, which extends over the 
lower part of the lores, and outer portion of the inner web 
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of the primaries white, except towards the tip—taken from 
the description of Puffinus assimilis by Howard Saunders in 
his Illustrated Manual of British Birds (2nd ed., p. 744), and 
stated by Mr. Witherby to be distinguishing characters of 
P. a. godmani, well describe the Irish specimen. A close 
examination of the under tail-coverts shows that a few of the 
longer feathers have part of the outer web blackish. 

I t would thus seem to be the Madeiran Little Shearwater. 
The measurements in millimetres are : wing 178, tail 75, 

tarsus 37, middle toe and claw 40, and bill from feathers 25. 
A. R. NICHOLS. 

WOODCOCK PERCHING. 
T H E habit of many of the Scolopacids of perching on trees, 
posts, rails, &c., is well known. The Common Snipe constantly 
does this in the breeding season, especially in the evening, or 
when flushed from its nest, or where danger is close at hand. 
This habit of perching I have over and over again observed 
in the case of the Common Snipe, Redshank, and Common 
Sandpiper. The same thing has been also noted of the 
Wood-Sandpiper, Greenshank, Dusky Redshank, Bar-tailed 
and Black-tailed Godwits, Reeve, Curlew, and Whimbrel 
(see British Birds, Vol. III . , pp. 59, 89). 

But with the Woodcock, perching appears to be a very 
unusual habit, and the only reference to it I have been able 
to trace is in A History of British Birds, by Rev. P. O. Morris, 
who rather vaguely says (vol. IV., p. 256): " A Woodcock 
has been seen at Newnham in Gloucestershire to perch on an 
oak-tree." I can now, however, give an undoubted instance 
that this is an occasional habit of this species. On December 
18th, 1915, I was covert shooting with my friend, Mr. J. E. 
Smith, of Whiston Eaves, near Cheadle, Staffordshire, when 
his attention was directed to a small brown object perched on 
a rail at the cover side, some fifty yards ahead. At first it 
appeared to be a bunch of withered oak-leaves at the end of 
a twig, but as he drew nearer, the object, which he now saw 
was a Woodcock, flew away. Mr. Smith carefully marked it 
down higher up the wood, followed it up a little later on, 
flushed the bird from the spot, and shot it. There can there
fore be no doubt as to the identity of the bird. 

This is the first and only instance that either Mr. Smith 
or I have come across, personally, of the actual perching of 
the Woodcock. The bird probably jumped on to the rail 
to have a better look around to ascertain the cause of the 
noise made by the approaching beaters. 

JOHN R. B. MASEFIBLD. 
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CREAM-COLOURED W H I M B R E L IN IRELAND. 

A BEAUTIFUL cream-coloured example of the Whimbrel 
(Numenius ph. phceopus), with legs and feet of pale lavender, 
has recently passed into ray possession. I t was shot at Lough 
Mask in May, 1915, and is in excellent plumage. I know of 
only one other " variety " Whimbrel, but Waders only very 
exceptionally assume abnormal plumage. C. J . CARROLL. 

LAND-RAIL ON ST. KILDA. 
O N page 189 antea an extract is given from The Scottish 
Naturalist in which Mr. Eagle-Clarke states tha t so far as 
he knows the Land-Rail has not been mentioned as occurring 
on St. Kilda for the last seventy-five years. I should like to 
mention tha t on June 9th, 1888, when I was on a visit to 
St. Kilda, a boy named Willie McDonald brought me in 
the flesh a freshly-killed Land-Rail which he had caught 
in a hole tha t day. Doubtless it was a newly-arrived 
migrant which was resting in the shelter of a slight hole 
or hollow on the hillside. I t was on account of this 
specimen tha t Howard Saunders in his Manual recorded 
the Land-Rail as having been obtained on St. Kilda. I gave 
the skin to Mr. Harvie-Rrown and it may possibly bo still 
in his collection. ROBERT H. RKAD. 

RECOVERIES OF MARKED B I R D S (Aberdeen In-fuiry).—Mr. 
A. Landsborough Thomson gives in the Scottish Naliunlisi 
(1915, pp. 313-17, and 339-43) a "second Interim Report 
(1912-14) " of the " Aberdeen University Bird-Migration 
Inquiry." Here some very interesting records are given. 
Two Starlings ringed in Edinburgh in February and March. 
1911, were captured in Norway, one at Nord-Trondhjem in 
April, 1913, and the other near Christiania in March, 1914. 
Another Starling ringed in North Wales* in October, 1912, was 
captured a t Svendborg, Denmark hi May, 1914. A Sowj-
Thrush ringed as a young bird near Aberdeen in June, 1911, 
was reported from Arundel, Sussex, in January, 1912, while 
another ringed in Aberdeenshire in May, 1913, was killed at 
the Eddystone Lighthouse on February 27th, 1914. A Sheld-
Duck ringed as a duckling in Hampshire, in July, 1912, was 
reported from Sohleswig-Holstein in August, 1913. There 
are two cases of Oyster-Catchers ringed in Aberdeenshire as 
nestlings travelling to the west of Ireland in the following 
autumn. Three Lapwings ringed in Scotland and one in 
Yorkshire are reported from Landes, France, and Oporto 
and Guarda, Portugal, in the following winter. There are-
two very interesting Herriug-Gidl recoveries: both were ringed 
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in Aberdeenshire, one in June, 1912, which was taken in 
Heligoland in the following September, and the other, ringed 
in October, 1910, was reported from Thuringia, Germany, 
in June, 1913. We have referred only to a few of the most 
interesting items in the " Report," and those who are 
interested in the subject would do well to consult it. In his 
introductory remarks Mr. Thomson states that one of the 
necessary attributes of a species to make it a fit subject for 
ringing should be migratory movements of sufficient interest 
to repay close investigation. 'We do not, however, consider 
such a restriction necessary or expedient, as there are so 
many other points which may be decided by ringing ; further
more, ringing may prove that individuals of species supposed 
to be sedentary are not entirely so.—JI.F.W. 

HEIGHT AT WHICH BIRDS FLY.-—In an interesting letter in 
the Field (4.12.15, p. 936), signed " Timiunculus," it is stated 
that " while flying on duty between Bethune and La Bassee 
at a height of 8500 ft, this afternoon (Nov. 26) I was astonished 
to see a flock of about 500 ducks, or geese, passing over 
Bethune at least 3000 ft. above the level of our machine. 
The wind was about 45-50 m.p.h. N.N.E. and the birds were 
travelling due south." 

OIL-CLOGGED BIRDS IN LANCASHIRE.—Mr. G. Sanderson 
informs us that a number of birds (chiefly Common Scoter) 
came ashore between Blackpool and Lytham in January. 
Those he examined had their feathers more or less clogged 
with an oily substance similar to those already reported from 
the East Coast (antea, pp. 152-3). Mr. Sanderson has sent us 
some saturated feathers taken from the breasts of two of the 
victims—a Common Scoter and a Great Northern Diver. 

FIELD FARE IN SCOTLAND IN JUNE.—We have already 
referred (antea, p. 189) to a note reporting a Fieldfare (Turdus 
pilaris) at Palnure on June 10th, 1915, and the Duchess of 
Bedford now states (Scot. Nat. 1915, p. 356) that the bird 
was examined and proved to be a female with well-developed 
eggs, " one with the shell forming and due to be laid in about 
four days." 

THE ST. KJLDA WREN.—Mr. W. Eagle-Clarke contributes 
an interesting article to the Scottish Naturalist (1915, pp. 291-6) 
on the plumages, status and habits of Troglodytes t. hirtensis. 
He gives detailed descriptions of the adult in fresh winter 
plumage, the juvenile, and the first-winter plumage. Mr. 
Clarke states that the bird is to be found in all parts of Hirta 
and that it also occurs on the islands of Soay, Boreray, Dun 
and Stack-an-Armin, being equally at home in the cultivated 
area, the hillsides, and the face of the great cliffs. 
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