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ROBERT WARREN. 

FEW men have during a long lifetime pursued the study of 
our home birds with more devoted zeal than the veteran 
Irish ornithologist Robert Warren, who passed away at his 
co. Cork residence, Ardnaree, Monkstown, on the 26th of 
November last, at the age of eighty-six. 

Born at Cork on the 22nd of March, 1829, he spent the 
earlier years of his life chiefly at the family home, Castle 
Warren, co. Cork, where the tastes that afterwards distin
guished him quickly developed. Exploring the haunts of 
sea-birds along the southern coast and on the neighbouring 
islands, he and his younger brother Edward soon acquired a 
knowledge that rendered their help valuable to William 
Thompson, who was then collecting material for his work on 
the Natural History of Ireland. A conversation with Thomp
son on the subject of Gulls took place during a visit to the 
Belfast Museum about the year 1846, and led to more special 
attention being paid by the brothers to these birds. This 
attention was rewarded early in 1849, when an Iceland Gull 
shot in Cork Harbour proved their first important prize. 
Prom 1847 to the end of 1851, Warren kept up an active 
correspondence with Thompson, many of whose letters to 
him are still preserved, and show high appreciation of the 
value of the younger naturalist's notes. Much of the matter 
of Warren's communications—up to the close of 1850—-is 
embodied in the three volumes devoted to birds in Thompson's 
work. 

Early in 1851 the Warrens left their Cork residence and 
settled in Sligo, on the shores of Killala Bay; and it is with 
his work at the ornithology of that region—previously almost 
a terra incognita—-that Robert Warren's name has come to 
be most largely associated. In the first spring spent in his 
new home he had the double good fortune to shoot the first 
White Wagtail obtained in Ireland, and to find that the shores 
of Killala Bay were frequented by considerable numbers of 
the Sandwich Tern—a species not at that time known to 
have any other Irish breeding-station than Rockabill, off the 
Dublin coast, where it had been discovered only the year 
before. In the autumn that followed, another welcome 
discovery was made, a great migration of Skuas—Stercorarius 
parasiticus and (as afterwards proved) S. pomarinus a l s o -
being observed by his brother and himself on a series of 
wild October days passing over Bartragh Island and the 
Moy estuary, along a route that was shown by continued 
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investigation to be followed annually by these migrants, 
though the birds were only visible when rough weather 
obliged them to fly low. 

For fifty-eight years from this date he resided at Moyview, 
giving all the time that his pre-occupation as a busy farmer 
allowed, to his much-loved field pursuits. In 1875 he made 
the unexpected addition (for so westerly a station) of the 
Pied Flycatcher to the list of Irish birds ; and it was chiefly 
due to his vigilance that the Spotted Redshank and the 
Glaucous and Iceland Gulls were ascertained to visit Ireland 
with much greater frequency than had been supposed. In 
knowledge of the habits of shore-birds generally, he acquired 
a proficiency far ahead of most of his brother-naturalists, and 
A. G. More deservedly wrote of him to a correspondent (in 
1893) : " Mr. Warren knows the Gulls better than any one 
else in Ireland." He frequently undertook exploring ex
peditions through different parts of the western provinces, 
and reported results to the Royal Irish Academy, besides 
contributing many notes (chiefly on birds) to scientific 
journals. 

When the decision to bring out a new standard work on 
Irish birds was arrived at in 1890, it was proposed that the 
four leading ornithologists of Ireland should be entrusted 
with its preparation; but the withdrawal of two through 
More's death and Barrington's election to proceed indepen
dently with his Migration inquiry left the actual responsibility 
to Ussher and Warren, whose names appear on the title-page 
as joint authors of the book. As is well known, the writing 
of The Birds of Ireland was almost wholly the work of 
R. J. Ussher, Warren contributing only the chapters on the 
White Wagtail, Surf Scoter, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, and Sandwich Tern. But it is unnecessary 
to say that the amount of material contributed by Warren 
in the voluminous notes he placed at his friend's disposal 
was such as amply to justify the retention of his name as 
joint author. 

As one who had contributed so largely to both the standard 
works on Irish birds—works separated by an interval of half 
a century—Warren occupied a unique position among the 
naturalists of his native country, and his friendship was much 
prized by all who possessed it. His robust constitution and 
active outdoor habits kept him to an advanced age in full 
possession of the health and strength that he had enjoyed 
since boyhood, and when well over seventy he would still walk 
for miles with a rapidity that sometimes taxed the energies 
of comparatively young companions. His conversation 



VOL. ix.] ROBERT WARREN. 297 

was animated and highly interesting, whether on birds, 
men, or books—for he was ah eager reader, though caustic 
enough in his comments on " theorists " and " doctrinaires " 
whose treatises he was apt to dismiss with the word " bosh." 

Giving up his farm at Moyview in 1909, he returned at 
the age of eighty to his native county, where he passed the 
last six years of his life—his last western exploring tour being 
taken in 1911 in the company of his attached friend R. M. 
Barrington along the North Mayo coast. His death—which 
occurred only ten weeks after Barrington's—was the result of 
an accident sustained in his own house. His activity of mind 
and keen interest in ornithology remained unabated to the 
e n d - C. B. MOFFAT. 


