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SWALLOW R I N G E D I N LANCASHIRE AND 

RECOVERED IN CAPE PROVINCE. 

I T will interest readers of B R I T I S H B I R D S to learn tha t I 
have just received the following letter :— 

SALEM, 
NEARGRAHAMSTOWN, C.P., 

To Witherby, SOUTH AFRICA. 
High Holborn, London. February 6th, 101 (i. 

SIR, 
This morning I picked up here a dead Swallow and noticed a piece 

of metal bent around one leg just above the foot. This I took off 
and straightened out. On one side was a number 82020, on the other 
side was inscribed as near as I could make out, " Inform Witherby, 
High Holborn, London." I am therefore sending this in the hope 
that it will reach its destination, and prove of interest. 

Yours faithfully, 
S. G E O . AMM. 

The hird referred to was a Swallow (Chelidon r, rustica), 
ringed as a nestling by Mr. F . W. Sherwood at Lytham, 
Lancashire, on July 3rd, 1915. 

This is the third Swallow ringed under the B R I T I S H B I R D S 
Scheme which has been reported from South Africa. The 
first was ringed as an adult a t Rosehill, Cheadle, Staffordshire, 
on May 6th, 1911, by Mr. J . R. B. Masefield, and was caught 
at a farm near Utrecht, Natal, on December 27th, 1912, and 
was kindly reported by Mr. C. H. Ruddock (Vol. VI . , p . 277). 
The second was ringed as a nestling at Skelmorlie, Avrshirc, 
on July 27th, 1912, by Mr. R. O. Blyth, and was caught at 
Riet Vallei, Orange Free State, on March 16th, 1913, and 
kindly reported by Mr. A. C. Theron (Vol. VI I . , p . 167). 

This third instance, two or three hundred miles further 
south and, like the others, in the eastern half of the continent, 
is extremely interesting, and makes it possible to state that , 
in any case, some of the Swallows which breed in various parts 
of the British Isles winter normally in the extreme south-east 
of Africa. 

We tender our grateful thanks to Mr. Amm for informing 
us of this interesting event, and we must congratulate Mr. 
Sherwood on having ringed a bird which has been proved to 
have made so remarkable a journey. 

H. F . W I T H B R B Y . 
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CROSSBILL NESTING IN SHROPSHIRE. 
EVER since the invasion of Crossbills in 1909-10, a few of 
these birds have haunted a certain fir-clad hill about six miles 
north of Shrewsbury. In the spring of 1914, and again in 
1915, nests were actually built there, but in neither case were 
any eggs laid or broods reared, so far as is known. This year, 
however, Dr. Buckle discovered a pair building a nest on 
January 31st. He visited the place again on February 10th, 
and on climbing to the nest—a matter of no small difficulty-
found it contained three eggs, which the female was covering. 
The nest was at the extremity of one of the upper boughs of 
a fir-tree, and was made of larch twigs at the base, but mainly 
dried grass at the sides; the lining was of feathers (from a 
poultry-yard near by) and dead leaves of the wood-rush 
(Luzula sylvatica). This is the first authentic record of the 
nest and eggs of the Crossbill being found in Shropshire. 

H. E. FORREST. 
[For a previous record of a nest in Shropshire, see Vol. VI., 

pp. 371-2.—EDS.] 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN KENT. 
ALTHOUGH the Great Grey Shrike (Lanius e. excubitor) is a 
fairly regular winter visitor to Kent, only three spring occur
rences are mentioned by Dr. N. F. Ticehurst in his Birds of 
Kent. It may therefore be of interest to record that I saw 
an example at Tunbridge Wells on March 17th, 1916. 

S. KENDALL BARNES. 

EARLY NESTING OF THE WREN. 
ON February 9th, 1916, near Callerton, Northumberland, 
I flushed a Wren (Troglodytes t, troglodytes) from a nest which 
contained one egg. The nest was new, almost wholly exposed 
and placed about eighteen inches above the ground in a thorn 
hedge which runs round a wood. The hedge at the point 
where the nest was placed is well sheltered and close to a 
colliery. 

On revisiting the spot on March 12th in the hope of seeing 
the nest contain young, I found that it had been removed. 

ISAAC CLAEK. 

BREEDING-HABITS OF THE WRYNECK. 
THE following notes of observations made by me on some 
Wrynecks (Jynx t. torquilla) in a garden at Orpington, 
Kent, may be of interest. In 1913 the Wrynecks arrived 
on April 15th, as the year before, and almost immediately 
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started to look at a nest-box eight feet up in a birch tree. 
They laid seven eggs between the 1st and 10th of June, 
four of which hatched between the 18th and 22nd, and the 
young flew on July 12th. In 1914 the Wrynecks were 
first seen on April 13th, and nested in the same box as the 
year before. Eight eggs were laid about the beginning 
of June and hatched on the 20th, while the young flew on 
July 10th. 

Previous to laying in the nest-box the old birds had spent 
their time between another nest-box and boring a hole in 
an old stump about five feet high and two feet thick. The 
hole was started where a <piece of bark had fallen off, and was 
about two and a half inches .high, two inches broad, and 
became six to nine inches deep after three weeks' work. 
At this time the wood was hard, but rotten, and during the 
whole operation the stuff removed was like coarse sawdust. 
I saw no small bits of wood. After the occupation of the 
nesting-box in the birch tree I saw no Wrynecks at the 
hole in the stump, so presume that the birds were the same. 

In 1915 the bottom of the nesting-box in the birch had 
become rotten, and some grub had eaten the floor partly 
away, and in the corner there was a small hole. On May 6th 
I caught an adult Wryneck in the box and ringed it. They 
did not, however, breed in the box, but having deepened 
the hole in the stump which they had started in 1914 to 
about eighteen inches, the hen laid there ten eggs about 
the end of May, nine of which eventually hatched. It should 
be noted that there was no hole or beginning of a hole in 
the stump when the birds started to bore into it in 1914, 
but, as already stated, a piece of the bark had dropped off. 
The wood, though rotten, was quite hard in 1914. In 1915 
it was softer, but I had considerable difficulty in enlarging 
the opening enough with a saw to get at the young to ring 
them. The hole was just large enough to admit the hand, 
and it went down straight for over a foot, but at the bottom, 
there was a cavity rather larger than one's fist, but not 
large enough to accommodate the young without some of 
them having to sit on the others. 

I t may be noted that two of the young ones were much 
smaller than the others, and that one of these remained 
in the nest a week longer than the others. There was also 
always one small one in the nest-box broods. 

I should be much interested if anyone could give some 
information regarding the food of the young. The old birds 
alwavs brought the same kind of food, and never once in the 
hundreds of times I watched them enter the boxes did I 
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ever see it vary. It had the apj)earanee of a pinkish-buff 
sort of mash, like the crushed inside of fir-bark. 

S. KENDALL BARNES. 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD IN HAMPSHIRE. 
As adult Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo I. lagopus) was 
caught in a trap at Leckford, near Stockbridge, Hampshire, 
early in January, 1916. FRANCIS E. BLAGG. 

WIGEON DIVING. 
THAT the Wigeon (Anas penelope) cannot be regarded ordin
arily as a diving duck is, of course, certain. All the testimony 
we have is to that effect. Saunders says (Manual, p. 426, 
1889) that " although it does not dive for food," it can do 
so when wounded and pursued. Dresser declares (Birds of 
Europe, " Wigeon," p. 6, 1876) that " when feeding, it never 
appears to dive, but stretches down with its neck." Neither 
Seebohm (Brit. Birds, III., p. 540, 1885) nor Millais (Brit. 
Surface-feeding Ducks, 1902) gives any hint that the bird ever 
dives. Yet one may doubt whether it does not do so more 
commonly than is usually supposed. 

Within the last two years I have kept, pinioned in a pond 
in my garden, several pairs of Wigeon caught in a decoy on 
the Essex coast; but, being ducks which feed largely on grass, 
they will persist in scrambling out of the pond to feed on the 
grass on the lawn, where they fall a prey to the foxes at night. 
As a result, I have now only one single female left. 

On several occasions, I have watched either this bird or 
another female (now gone) diving in the pond. Thus, on or 
about June 15th, 1915, I saw her dive (considerably to my 
surprise) at least twice, in fairly quick succession, remaining 
under water for at least two or three seconds on each occasion. 
Again, as recently as February 13th, 1916, I saw her dive 
right under, three or four times, once more in fairly quick 
succession, remaining under water, I estimated, quite five 
seconds on each occasion. These later dives were made all 
at the same spot, where the water was eighteen inches or 
two feet deep, and were undertaken apparently to secure 
some kind of food which had there sunk to the bottom. On 
both these and the earlier occasions, the act of diving seemed 
to be quite easy and natural and to require no premeditation. 

MILLER CHRISTY. 

[Lord Lilford (Birds of Northamptonshire, p. 166) says of 
the Wigeon : " These birds do not habitually procure their 
food by diving, although they are very expert in the art."— 
EDS.] 
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GREEN SANDPIPERS IN CO. TIPPERARY. 
THE following occurrences of the Green Sandpiper (Tringa 
ochropus) around Fethard, Tipperary, have come under my 
personal observation: One on September 21st, 1904, and 
another later in the same year ; one on December 10th, 1906 ; 
one on April 11th, 1908 ; one on August 29th, 1909; one in 
August, 1911, and one on August 11th, 1914. C. J. CARROLL. 

QUAILS IN COS. TIPPERARY AND WATERFORD. 
THE Quail (Coturnix c. cotumix) has become so rare in 
Ireland, that the following records are of interest. 

In the spring of 1905 several arrived near Ardfmane, south 
Tipperary. A brood of young flushed in the beginning of 
July could only fly some yards. A few birds had been 
noticed there during many seasons, but once they did not 
come for five or six years, and since 1905 none have been 
seen or heard. 

On May 8th, 1913, a Quail rose at my feet as I was 
walking through a grass field within a stone's throw of the 
coast near the eastern end of co. Waterford. 

C. J. CARROLL. 

EXTENSIONS OF THE KNOWN RANGE OF THE SCOTTISH 
CRESTED TITMOUSE,—Mr. W. R. Ogilvie-Grant has recently 
recorded (antea, p. 182) the occurrence of Parus cristatus 
scoticus in October, 1915, in east Ross-shire. The presence 
of the bird in a firwood in Nairnshire between Loch Loy 
and the old bar of Findhorn, where it seemed to be breeding 
in May, 1915, has also recently been recorded (Scot. Nat. 
1915, p. 285) by Mr. G, G. Blackwood. As the range of the 
bird so far as known hitherto is so extremely restricted, any 
record proving an extension, however slight, is of course 
of great interest, more especially when evidence of breeding 
is adduced. 

The publication of these records has induced Mr. W. Berry 
to publish (Scot. Nat. 1916, p. 68) his observations on the 
subject. Mr. Berry explains that he has kept silent because 
he wished to see the species established in the localities in 
which he found it. Mr. Berry's object was most laudable, 
but we see no reason why it should not have been achieved 
in the same way, as we should hope it has been now by the 
omission of exact localities. We welcome Mr. Berry's records 
as they are of considerable scientific importance, in that they 
add to our knowledge of a bird which has as restricted a 
range as any local European form. 
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Mr. Berry states that on May 16th, 1910, he came across 
the Crested Tit in the locality in Nairnshire mentioned by 
Mr. Blackwood and also in another locality further east; 
that he knows of them in two distinct localities in the lower 
reaches of the Findhorn Valley, one he discovered on May 24th, 
1910, and the other in September 1915. 

Again, in north-east Inverness-shire, Mr. Berry observed 
the bird on September 14th, 1907, and some miles away from 
this spot he saw them again in September 1911, and has seen 
them several times since. 

Further, in east Ross-shire he first discovered the species 
in October 1910 and saw the birds again in the same place 
on May 12th, 1911, and several times subsequently. On April 
15th and May 11th, 1912, he saw them in another locality in 
east Ross, several miles distant from the first, and here 
he has observed young scarcely able to fly. On June 16th, 
1912, he saw Crested Tits some fifteen miles from the 
last locality, making in all three places in east Ross-shire. 
One of these localities Mr. Berry thinks was the same as that 
recorded by Mr. Grant. 

From Mr. Berry's extremely interesting observations it is 
evident that the westward extension of range of the Scottish 
Crested Tit is not so recent as the two former records made 
it appear, if indeed it is recent at all. 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER AND SHORE-LARKS IN ORKNEY. 
—Mr. J. Bain records {Scot. Nat. 1916, p. 23) from Swona, 
Orkney, a Muscicapa p. parva, on October 7th, 1915, and 
two Eremofhila a. flava on the 16th. 

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLERS IN ORKNEY AND SHETLAND. 
—Mr. J. Bain records (Scot. Nat. 1916, p. 23) the presence of a 
Phylloscopus stiperciliosus on Swona, Orkney, on October 
6th, 1915. Mr. J . G. Thomson (t.c, p. 24) obtained one on 
October 8th and saw two others on the 9th at Pentland 
Skerries, and Mr. G. W. Russell records (I.e.) that one was 
procured at Lerwick, Shetland, on October 18th. 

ICTERINB WARBLER AND TREE-PIPITS IN IRELAND.— 
Professor C. J. Patten contributes to the Zoologist (1916, 
pp. 41-53) a lengthy account concerning the occurrence of an 
Ieterine Warbler at the Tuskar Rock on September 2nd, 1914 
(cf. BRITISH BIRDS, VIII., p. 271). In the course of these 
remarks we note that Professor Patten states (p. 51) that 
Mr. Glanville, the light-keeper at the Tuskar, has sent him 
" evidence " to show that the Tree-Pipit has occurred there 
annually since 1912, when Prof. Patten first discovered it 
there. No further details are given, but we may note that 
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we have already referred to records for the autumn of 1913 
(cf. Vol. VII . , p . 236). 

SONG-THRUSH F E E D I N G ON F L O W E R S . — I n our last volume 
(p. 245) we drew attention to some observations on a Black
bird feeding on daisy flowers and a Thrush feeding its young 
with the same flower. Mr. J . K. Nash, who made the lat ter 
observation, now states (Scot. Nat. 1916, p . 23) t ha t in 
1915 he saw a fully-fledged young Song-Thrush being fed by 
its parent with the flower-heads of the meadow-rush (Lvzvla 
campestris) in the Edinburgh Botanic Garden. 

B E E - E A T E R IN SHETLAND.—Mr. G. W. Russell states 
(Scot. Nat. 1916, p . 24) tha t a Merops apiaster (apparently 
a female) frequented the neighbourhood of Lerwick from 
July 4th to 11th, 1915. 

VELVET-SCOTER in co. ROSCOMMON.—Mr. J . ffolliott 
Darling records (Irish Nat., 1916, p . 31) tha t he shot an 
immature male Oidemia f. fusca in Hodgson's Bay, Lough 
Ree, on December 27th, 1915. The bird is very rarely 
found in Ireland. 

" T H E RELATION OF THE OYSTERCATCHER TO ITS NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT."—This is the title of a long series of papers 
by Dr. J . M. Dewar, published i:i the Zoologist during 1915. 
In his conclusion the author states tha t the " general results 
of the inquiry point to the mud-flat in winter and the drifts 
river valley in summer as optimum habitats within the areas 
under observation. . . The Law of Territory is shown to be 
valid for the Oystercatcher both in winter and in summer. 
. . . The necessity of conserving the food-supply for the 
exclusive use of the settlement, by the maintenance of 
territorial rights, is supported by observations made a t one 
winter station, where the food-activities of the settlement 
were found to strain the reproductive powers of the shellfish 
of the area." 

MIGRANTS AND MOULT.—Following their paper on moult 
in birds when actually on migration, to which we have already 
drawn attention (Vol. V I I I . , p . 245), Miss L. J . Rintoul and 
Miss E. V. Baxter now contribute some interesting notes 
(Scot. Nat., 1916, pp. 5-11) on birds moulting in their winter 
quarters. To the same journal (pp. 29-38), Dr. C. B. Tice-
hurst also contributes a paper entitled " Notes on Migrants 
and Moult." A perusal of these three papers shows that , 
not only details of moult, but also the problem of the period 
of the moult of migrants in relation to their movements 
is a very interesting one and well worthy of systematic 
investigation. 
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