
TOTES 
PARROT-CROSSBILL IN NORFOLK. 

As well identified examples of the Parrot-Crossbill (Loxia 
pylyopsittacus) seem to be very few in number, I think it 
important to record the following undoubted specimen from 
Norfolk. 

Mr. Pashley, of Cley, told me that a bird he believed to be 
the Parrot-Crossbill was taken by a gamekeeper named 
John Forsdick, at Langham, a few miles inland, in September 
1907. The specimen was lost sight of until the other day, 
when Pashley found the head only, the bird having been so 
knocked about when shot, that it was not worth mounting. 
The wing measurements were thus unfortunately lost, but 
I submitted the skull to Mr. Witherby and Dr. Hartert, who 
have both been kind enough to examine it with the utmost 
care, and express the opinion that it is a true Parrot-Crossbill. 
The bird was in red plumage, and apparently an adult male. 

CLIFFORD BORRER. 

EARLY NEST OF REED-WARBLER WITH 
CUCKOO'S EGG. 

LAST year I recorded (British Birds, IX., p. 48) an early nest 
of the Reed-Warbler at Tring Reservoirs, Hertfordshire. 
This year, on May 14th, at the same place, Miss A. C. Jackson 
and I found a nest containing four Reed-Warbler's eggs and 
one Cuckoo's egg. This is a much earlier date than I have 
ever known Reed-Warblers to have eggs here, and so therefore 
is it for a Cuckoo's egg in a Reed-Warbler's nest. I have not 
myself found one of our " Reed-Warbler Cuckoo's " eggs 
before June 8th, but we have one taken by the keeper on 
May 23rd, 1907, from a Sedge-Warbler's nest. For fifteen 
years I have known this Cuckoo or these Cuckoos at the Tring 
Reservoirs to lay in Reed-Warblers' nests, and I only know 
of the one case of a Cuckoo's egg here in a Sedge-Warbler's 
nest. I doubt if there is more than one female, because all 
the eggs, of which I have altogether seen fifteen and of which 
twelve are now in the Tring Museum, are so much alike that 
they might well be eggs of one female. It would be interesting 
to know what the Cuckoo does this year with her other eggs, 
as on May 14th there was no other Reed-Warbler's nest near, 
and the Sedge-Warblers there were only beginning to lay, as 
we found one nest with a single egg. If it is true, as has been 
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suggested by Mr. Capek and Mr. Jourdain, that Cuckoos lay-
two " clutches " each year, the egg found on May 14th would 
be one of the first " clutch," while the second clutch would be 
laid in June, when there are plenty of Reed-Warblers' nests. 

I may add that since writing the above Miss Jackson found 
on May 18th another Reed-Warbler's nest with one egg and 
saw two more Sedge-Warbler's nests with four eggs each. 
Neither of them contained a Cuckoo's egg, nor did a Linnet's 
and some Reed-Buntings' nests in the neighbourhood. I may 
also add that Mr. Witherby found a Reed-Warbler's nest with 
four eggs on the adjoining Reservoir on May 21st—even that 
being an early date for England. E. HARTERT. 

BLACKBIRD FEIGNING INJURY. 
ON May 9th, 1916, while I was walking along a road near 
Riding Mill, Northumberland, a hen Blackbird (Turdus m. 
merula) darted out at my feet as, I approached a gorse bush. 
I then saw a nest with four eggs low down in the gorse bush. 
The Blackbird, however, did not fly away as is usual with this 
bird, but stopped a short distance from me and fluttered 
its wings. I thought at first that it might have been cramped 
from sitting on its eggs, but as I approached, it spread one of 
its wings and crawled away from me seemingly feigning 
injury. It continued this performance till about twenty 
yards from its nest and then flew suddenly away. As I have 
not before seen any similar performance on the part of a 
Blackbird, I think this may be worth recording. 

T. C. HOBBS. 

EARLY ARRIVAL OP SWIFTS. 
SWIFTS (Apus a. apus) have been reported from many quarters 
as having arrived this year at earlier dates than usual. 
Mr. A. Astley informs us that he saw a pair on April 23rd 
at Lake Windermere, and Mr. H. E. Forrest tells us that 
one was seen at Churchstoke, Shropshire, on April 22nd. 
In southern England, Swifts were seen by many observers 
on April 22nd and 23rd, and we note two still earlier dates, 
viz., Exbridge, April 17th, and Christchurch, April 20th, 
reported in the Field (29.4.'16, p. 669). 

SPOONBILLS IN DEVONSHIRE AND HAMPSHIRE. 
A SPOONBILL (Platalea I. leucorodia) has been noticed on the 
Kingsbridge Estuary for the past month or more and is still 
(April 24th, 1916) there, consorting with the Herons and 
roosting with them each night in Hal well Wood. This 
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possibly may be the same bird as that observed by Mrs. C. 
Hodgkin on the estuary of the Teign, as recorded in the 
March issue (Vol. IX., p. 274). E. A. S. ELLIOT. 

On May 5th, 1916, I was pleased to observe two Spoonbills 
(Platalea I. hucorodia) in a rushy pool near Beaulieu, Hamp
shire. They were very wary and difficult of approach. 
When I visited the spot the following day another had joined 
them, but as before, they took to wing when I was four 
hundred yards away. On the 12th I was more fortunate, 
and by carefully stalking managed to get within fifteen yards 
of a single bird which appeared to be a young one of last 
season, as the crest was inconspicuous. The method of feeding 
by moving the beak quickly in circles through the mud and 
water was especially interesting. E. M. IMRIE. 

[In connexion with Miss Imrie's interesting note it may be 
mentioned that three Spoonbills appeared at Beaulieu on 
November 5th, 1906.—H.P.W.] 

DIVING BY SURFACE-FEEDING DUCKS. 
THE note on Wigeon diving by Mr. Miller Christy (Vol. IX., 
p. 301) tempts me to put on record some experiences on the 
point. During many years' practice of wildfowling afloat, 
I have never once seen Wigeon (or, for that matter, any 
of the surface-feeding ducks) dive of their own free will. 
Wigeon, indeed, seem less inclined than any of the others 
even to turn themselves vertically upwards, thus reaching 
down to submerged food beneath, as Mallard, Teal, Sheld-
duck and others, also Brent Geese, habitually do. The 
utmost a Wigeon cares to attempt is, in a general way, to 
dip his head under, his body still remaining horizontally 
afloat. Of course captive Wigeon, such as those Mr. Christy 
mentions, might, and probably would, adopt habits foreign 
to their normal nature, owing to the physical handicap of 
being pinioned. 

At the same time, Wigeon, when wounded, are smart and 
capable divers, as must be well known to every wildfowler : 
so also are Mallard, Teal, Sheld-Duck and other surface-
feeders, including Brent Geese. But the Wigeon, I think, 
exceeds them all (save perhaps the Teal) in subaquatie 
smartness. I remember noticing a winged Wigeon-Drake 
disappear in a tidal channel down which the ebb was running 
strongly. Some minutes later, on reaching the marked spot 
in the gunning-punt, this Wigeon was detected lying flat on 
the bare sandy bottom, though without any apparent means 
of holding himself stationary. The depth of water was 
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about 18 inches, and I recovered the bird by seizing his neck 
while still lying motionless on the sand. He appeared then 
to be three-quarters drowned. 

The incident recalls another experience. In March, 1913, 
when returning from Sudan, I spent a week at Cairo and 
was equally amazed and interested by the surprising assem
blage of wildfowl that thronged the " Pelican pond " in the 
Zoological Gardens at Giza; unluckily I have mislaid the 
note made at the time, but my recollection is that they 
numbered several hundreds, and this on a small pool of 
perhaps two acres in extent. The great bulk of them were 
Shovelers, and I remember wondering why my friend, Mr. 
M. J. Nicoll, should be so extravagant in this one species ! 
Soon, however, it dawned upon me that all these 400 or 
500 ducks were truly wild birds and had settled down 
in these public gardens, amidst crowds of sightseers, purely 
of their own free will and for their own convenience, though 
I doubt whether one man in a thousand who passed by 
realised that fact. Remember that the pool is everywhere 
flanked by pathways, while its shores are studded with 
restaurants, tea-pavilions and, at intervals, a brass band ! 
Besides the Shovelers, there were many Teal, a few Wigeon, 
and a single Pochard. 

Now the point of my story is this : frequently while having 
lunch (sitting almost within arm's-length of these ducks), 
I noticed that a few of the Shovelers—always females— 
were constantly diving for food, bringing up some green 
stuff to the surface and there investigating and dissecting 
it. This is the only instance within my experience of a 
surface-feeding duck essaying to dive for food, and I am 
very familiar with the Shoveler, both in Spain during winter 
and on the Borders in spring and summer. 

ABEL CHAPMAN. 

RUDDY SHELD-DUCKS IN SOMERSET. 

ON November 13th, 1915, during the spell of cold weather 
experienced at that time, two Ruddy Sheld-Ducks (Casarca 
ferruginea), a male and a female, were shot whilst flighting 
about 6 p.m. on PorlockMarshes, near the sea, west Somerset, 
by the Rev. J. A. Smart, of Porlock, and kindly presented 
by him to the Museum of the Somerset Archaeological and 
Natural History Society at Taunton Castle. Of course, in 
the case of birds of this class, which are often kept on orna
mental waters, it is seldom possible to say definitely whether 
individual captures are genuine visitants or merely escapes 
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from confinement, but these birds showed no evidence of 
having been in captivity, and inquiry at the only place in 
the county where birds of this species were known to be 
kept, showed that the owner had not lost any. Their 
stomachs, I may say, were empty, so that no clue could be 
obtained from that source. There seem, therefore, reasonable 
grounds for supposing that these birds may have been 
genuine wild visitants to the county. J. WIGLESWORTH. 

POCHARD BREEDING IN NORTH WALES. 
IN reference to Mr. H. E. Forrest's note in the last number 
of British Birds (Vol. IX., p. 320), may I be allowed to draw 
his attention, and that of any other interested readers, to the 
fact that in my Wild Life in Wales (p. 41) I mentioned that 
a pair or two of both Pochards and Tufted Ducks bred on 
Bala Lake in 1906, and that on June 8th, 1905,1 saw a female 
Pochard on the lake accompanied by her brood, then only 
a day or two old. GEORGE BOLAM. 

HOODED MERGANSERS IN MERIONETH. 
RECENTLY when on a visit to Birmingham I went through 
the natural history museum, and amongst Mr. Chase's loan 
collection of birds I noticed a case containing two Hooded 
Mergansers—a beautiful adult male and an immature bird. 
According to the label they were obtained in North Wales. 
I wrote to Mr. Chase for details and he replied as follows : 
" The Hooded Mergansers were presented to me in 1882 by 
the Rev. Walter Earle, of Yarlet Hall, near Stafford. He 
informed me by letter that they were shot near Barmouth 
by a former pupil of his, Sir William Clayton, by a clever 
right and left. These birds are mentioned by Dresser in 
the Supplement to his Birds of Europe, Vol. IX., page 296. 
In my opinion the birds are an adult male and immature 
male." Although recorded by Dresser, the above seem to 
have been overlooked by Howard Saunders and later writers 
on British birds. H. E. FORREST. 

GREENSHANK AND BLACK TERN IN BERKSHIRE. 
ON May 6th, 1916, I saw and heard a Greenshank {Tringa 
nebularia) in a flooded meadow near Aldermaston, Berks. 
This bird does not appear to have been recorded from 
Berkshire for many years. On passing a flooded meadow 
at the side of the Bath road, near Theale, on May 9th and 
10th, I noticed a Black Tern (Hydrochelidon n. nigra) hawking 
over the water and picking up insects from the surface. 

NORMAN H. JOY. 
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