
MOTES 
STAINED EGGS OF THE GREAT TIT. 

I HAVE received from the Rev. N. W. Paine an egg of a Great 
Tit (Parus m. newtoni), stained black all over. Mr. Paine 
informs me that the nest, found at Great Melton Rectory, 
Norfolk, was built in a cup-shaped fork of a tree open to the 
sky There were eight eggs in it and these were all coated 
with some black substance like the one he forwarded to me. 
The nest was very liable to be flooded owing to its position, 
and later, after heavy rain, the remaining eggs were washed 
almost clean. The bird subsequently deserted. 

J . H. GtTRNEY. 

I have examined microscopically the substance coating 
one of these eggs and have little doubt that it is fcecal matter. 
It covers the egg uniformly, being nowhere thicker in one 
place than in another, is of a brownish-black colour and of 
the consistency of tar. Dissection of the parent bird might 
have shown some structural abnormality in the oviduct or 
cloaca and possibly explained the occurrence. M. D. HILL. 

PIED FLYCATCHER IN SOMERSET. 
ON April 24th, 1916,1 saw a male Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa 
h, hypoleuca) near Porlock, Somerset. I passed the same spot 
later in the day and again on the 25th and 28th, but did 
not see it, so the bird was probably a passing migrant. The 
Pied Flycatcher is rare in Somerset. C. Smith (Birds of 
Somerset, 1869) mentions one bird " apparently a male " near 
Taunton " some years ago." In some privately published 
notes of the Somersetshire Archaeological and Natural 
History Society, covering the period 1865 to 1913, by 
James Turner, two males in April, 1891, at Bagworth, near 
Axbridge, and one male in the third week of April, 1901, near 
Milverton, are recorded. In the same notes it is stated that 
the bird has bred in Devon within one mile of the Somerset 
county boundary. E. W. HENDY. 

[Migrants are recorded from Somersetshire in April or 
May, 1905, 1906, 1907 and 1913, in the B.O.C. Migration 
Reports, so that the bird is probably a fairly regular migrant 
to the county. It has also been recoided from Wells in 1870 
(Zool. 1871, p. 2439), at Weston, April 27, 1900 (Zool. 1900, 
p. 237) and one was seen late in May on the Somerset Moors 

F 
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(Zool. 1875, p. 4533). The Rev. P. L. Blathwayt (Vict. Hist, 
of Somerset, I., p. 149) says : " A few pairs probably nest in 
the Exmoor district. A nest with five eggs was found near 
the Bristol city boundary and within the county of Somerset 
in 1899 (Dr. J. A. Norton, Bristol)." It has been recorded 
as breeding regularly in Devon very close to the Somerset 
boundary (B.B., V., 134).—EDS.] 

ROBINS BUILDING NESTS IN SPRUCES. 
IN connexion with Mr. J. H. Owen's note on this subject 
(supra, p. 42) I may note that on March 28th, 1904, in the 
churchyard at Watton, Herts, I watched a Robin (Erithacus 
r. melophilus) to its nest in the top of a small thick cypress 
tree. The nest was in the middle of the top of the tree, and 
about five feet from the ground, and the tree, being slender, 
would have swayed considerably in a high wind. The nest 
was about half finished, but it was unfortunately destroyed 
before being completed. A Greenfinch built its nest in the 
same spot three weeks later (see Zoologist 1904, p. 190). 

On May 13th, 1905, in a wood not far from the same locality, 
I found a remarkable assemblage of nests, all in the centres 
of small thick spruces, which averaged about five feet in 
height. They were a Song Thrush's, a Hedge-Sparrow's, a 
Common Wren's, a Chaffinch's and a Robin's, all within a 
radius of about twelve yards. The Robin's was in a very 
small spruce of close and stunted growth. I t was a shallow 
nest of moss, lined with fine roots, with a few dead leaves 
around the margin, and contained three fresh eggs. In 
Switzerland I have observed that the Continental Redbreast 
(E. r. rubecula) is common in spruce woods, as for instance 
about Kandersteg, but is never seen near human habitations 
and roadsides ALLAN ELLISON. 

SPOONBILL IN NORFOLK. 
ON July 6th, 1916,1 saw a Spoonbill (Platalea I. levcorodia) on 
the marshes between Cley and Salthouse, Norfolk. I had 
been examining a flock of gulls when my attention was drawn 
to a bird, standing apart, by the longer and dark legs and 
the striking whiteness of its plumage. The bird, alarmed 
by someone coming along the road, took to flight and gave 
me a -good view of the long spatulate bill, which left no room 
for doubt as to the species. After mounting to a considerable 
height the Spoonbill flew off in a westerly direction. 

W. E. GLEGG. 
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DIVING O F T H E P I N T A I L I N CAPTIVITY. 

MY note on the diving of the Wigeon (Vol. IX. , p . 301), and 
Mr. Abel Chapman's comment thereon (Vol. X., pp. 22-23), 
leads me to add a note on the diving of the Pintail, another 
surface-feeding duck which certainly does not dive in ordinary 
circumstances. 

On my pond I have had, for rather more than two 
years, a fine pair of pinioned Pintails, which have been from 
the first remarkably tame and healthy. I had never seen 
either of the pair diving until the morning of 24th April last, 
when I watched the male engaged in diving vigorously at 
a spot where the water is, I estimate, between three and four 
feet deep. After I had caught sight of him so engaged, I 
saw him dive twelve or fifteen times, going under on each 
occasion quite naturally and expertly, always at the same 
spot, and remaining below the surface from eight to ten 
seconds. I t imed him by watch. Between each immersion 
he remained on the surface for a few seconds, apparently 
looking downwards and considering matters. After that , 
down he went almost suddenly. I could see by the swirl 
on the surface of the water that , while he was below, he was 
moving about vigorously ; and he often came up four or 
five feet from where he went down. In the afternoon I saw 
him diving again at the same spot ; but he did not go under 
so many times or remain under so long on each occasion. 
He dived thus, no doubt, to reach something which had 
sunk to the bottom at the spot in question; but I cannot 
imagine what it may have been. 

No doubt, as Mr. Abel Chapman remarks, this habit of 
diving, so unusual in the species, was one result of living a 
more or less abnormal life in captivity. MILLER CHRISTY. 

COMMON SCOTER IN S H R O P S H I R E IN SUMMER. 

AN immature example of the Common Scoter (Oidemia n. 
nigra) was obtained on Betton Pool, near Shrewsbury, 
about the middle of June, 1916. This duck is an irregular 
winter visitor to Shropshire, flocks numbering as many as 
twenty having been recorded at tha t season, but I have 
never before known it to occur in summer. H. E. FORREST. 

ON T H E STATUS OF T H E COMMON CURLEW AND 
T H E BLACK GROUSE IN WILTSHIRE. 

I . T H E COMMON CURLEW. 

I AM glad to be able to state tha t the wish expressed in the 
last paragraph of my note on the Common Curlew (vide 
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antea, p. 44) has been fulfilled, and that the bird has been 
proved to have nested in Wiltshire. The facts are as follows. 
On Sunday, July 2nd, 1916, while walking on Salisbury Plain, 
about a mile from Tidworth, I heard a pair of Curlew calling, 
and on approaching them I was convinced from their 
behaviour that they had young, but after watching for over 
an hour I was obliged to leave unsatisfied. On July 4th, 
Captain Ashley, R.A.M.C. and I rode to the spot, and though 
no Curlew were to be seen there, we eventually located one 
bird about a quarter of a mile away. Captain Ashley hid 
himself, while I led the two horses away, but though he 
watched for some time he failed to find any young. We were 
on the point of giving up the search when my dog found and 
killed a young Curlew of about a week old, thus effectually 
proving that the bird does, at least occasionally, nest in 
Wiltshire. 

In the note referred to above I stated that I knew of no 
part of the county which was really suited to the requirements 
of the bird, and though I have since found it nesting (and 
within a mile of where I was writing), I can only say that 
the locality was far from being of the type which previous 
experience has taught me to associate with the Common 
Curlew, being merely typical down- land. It is rather a 
curious coincidence that I should find this bird the day after 
I had published my disbelief in the nesting of the Curlew in 
Wiltshire. 

II . THE BLACK GROUSE. 

The references to Wiltshire (quoted by the Rev. F. C. R. 
Jourdain) from Mr. Harting's, Handbook of British Birds, 
2nd ed., p. 133, are taken from Smith's Birds of Wiltshire 
and are those to which I alluded, in general terms, in my 
note (vide antea, p. 45). G. BATHURST HONY. 

LARGE BROOD OF MOORHEN. 

ON my pond at Burnage, Didsbury, on July 2nd, 1916, a pair 
of Moorhens (Gallinula ch. chloro-pus) hatched out a brood of 
fourteen young ; as there is only one pair of birds on the 
pond, it precludes the possibility of these being the product 
of two hens. HERBERT MASSEY 

[Probably this is about the largest clutch on record, as 
the cases in which nineteen, twenty, twenty-one and even 
twenty-six eggs have been found in one nest are almost 
certainly the produce of two or more females.—EDS.] 



VOL. X. ] N O T E S . 69 

COCK PHEASANT INCUBATING. 

SOME days ago my attention was cal lei by one of the 
haymakers to a cock Pheasant sitting on seven eggs. I could 
hardly believe his statement, but on visiting the spot it was 
found to be perfectly accurate, and subsequently six out 
of the seven eggs hatched off. Nothing has been seen of 
the brood and they are probably dead, as the weather has 
been very bad. I have heard of Turkeys being induced 
to care for broods, also domestic cocks and capons, but not 
to incubate, and I never knew a cock Pheasant take the 
slightest interest in a nest except perhaps to eat the eggs. 
It was not a case of a hen bird assuming the male plumage, 
but an ordinary cock. H E A T L E Y N O B L E . 

[A good many instances of cock Pheasants incubating have 
been recorded from t ime to time, and in County Life for 
June 30th, 1906, a photograph of one on the nest was 
published. See also Field, June 27th. 1891 ; July 5th and 
19th, 1902 ; June 5th and July 10th, 1909, and July 22nd, 
1911, for other instances.—EDS.] 

BREEDING H A B I T S OF THE GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER.— 

Mr. H. B. Booth contributes a paper to the Naturalist, 1916, 
pp. 167-170, 199-203, based upon the observations of Mr. S. 
Longbottom, in which some interesting evidence is brought 
forward as to the incubation and nestling period of Locustella 
n. ncevia and also with regard to the persistency of reeling 
during the breeding-season and the question whether it is 
double brooded or not. 

In this case incubation apparently had begun with the 
fifth egg on May 30th, though another was laid on the following 
day, and on June 11th four eggs had hatched out, while on 
the 13th all six were hatched. This gives an incubation 
period of about twelve days, or thirteen if incubation began 
with the fourth egg. A writer in Country Life (July 10th, 1909) 
notes tha t in a nest in which the sixth egg was laid on May 31st, 
the young were hatched out by June 14th, which is confirmatory 
as far as it goes. Mr. H. E. Howard, however (Brit. Warblers, 
Pt. I . , p . 19), states tha t it lasts for " a b o u t sixteen days." 
Here the period is almost certainly over-estimated, when one 
considers the size of the bird, and the corresponding period 
in allied species. 

The fledging period was about ten days in the first case 
and nine in the second, while according to Miss E. L. Turner's 
observations the young remain twelve days in the nest. 
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The late dates at which eggs and young have been found 
render the rearing of a second brood almost certain, but it is 
satisfactory to learn tha t the pair under observation un
doubtedly reared two broods, with an interval of about 
eighteen days between the date of the young leaving the 
nest and the completion of the second clutch. 

Reeling was noted only from arrival till mating had taken 
place. I t then ceased, and was not heard again till after 
the young had flown, and then only for about four days, and 
lastly in a weaker form for a day or two after the fledging of 
the second brood. This leads to the inference tha t birds 
which reel persistently through May and June and even 
into July have failed to find mates. F.C.R.J. 

BUFF-BACKED H E R O N REPORTED FROM SOMERSET.—Mr. 
Stanley Lewis states (Zool., 1915, p. 318) that a specimen of 
Ardeola ibis was shot at Martock, Somerset, on January 28th, 
1909, and was preserved by a Mr. Sherring. The data were 
pinned round the neck of the bird, and Mr. Lewis received 
the specimen from a friend of Mr. Sherring. The specimen 
has been submitted to Mr. Ogilvie-Grant, who has verified 
the identification, but the history of the bird does not seem 
quite clear. 

G R E Y PHALAROPE IN YORKSHIRE IN W I N T E R . — M r . F. 
Snowdon states (Nat., 1916, p . 239) that an example of 
Phalaropus fulicarius frequented the harbour at Whitby for 
about a week from December 15th, 1915. The bird is rarely 
seen in the British Islands in winter. 

ARCTIC SKUA K I L L I N G LAMBS.—Evidence is given in the 
Field (20.5.'16, p . 812 and 3.6.'16, p. 881) of an Arctic Skua 
(Stercorarius parasiticus) killing lambs. Three persons saw 
the Skua kill three lambs. " The bird alighted on the lambs' 
backs and picked their eyes out, and tore them under their 
tails, and then never went near them again." The bird was 
subsequently shot and sent to the Field office. 

ARCTIC SKUA IN LONDON IN MAY.—Mr. E. D. Cuming writes 
(Field, 27.5.'16) tha t he saw an Arctic Skua pass over Hyde 
Park low down on May 16th, 1916. The bird is not often 
observed inland on the spring passage. 

W A T E R - R A I L AT ST. K I L D A . — M r . W. E. Clarke states 
(Scot. Nat., 1916, p . 77) tha t a Rallus a. aquaticus which was 
sent to him was obtained on Hirta, St. Kilda, late in the 
autumn of 1915, and tha t this is the first recorded occurrence 
of the bird in tha t island, 


	Notes
	Stained eggs of the Great Tit
	Pied Flycatcher in Somerset
	Robins building nests in spruces
	Spoonbill in Norfolk
	Diving of the Pintail in captivity
	Common Scoter in Shropshire in summer
	On the Status of the Common Curlew and the Black Grouse in Wiltshire
	Large brood of Moorhen
	Cock Pheasant incubating


