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CAPTAIN J. M. CHARLTON AND LIEUT. H. V. 
CHARLTON. 

CAPTAIN J O H N MACFARLAN CHARLTON was killed in the 
great attack, near La Boiselle, on July 1st, 1916, the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of his birthday. He fell, shot 
through the head by a bullet, while leading his company, 
after having taken the first and second lines of enemy 
trenches and when just about to charge the third ; his 
last words being to his orderly : " Is that you, B ? 
For God's sake, push on, I 'm done." The orderly 
stooped down and asked if there was anything he could 
do, but the Captain was dead. 

He joined the Northumberland Yeomanry in October 
1914; received his commission in the Northumberland 
Fusiliers in the same year, and was promoted Captain 
in the 21st N.F. (2nd Tyneside Scottish}. He was 
educated at Uppingham, where he was secretary to the 
Natural History section of the school. His class-master 
writes of him on July 13th las t : " For a boy, as he then 
was, he had a wonderful knowledge of birds, and quite 
remarkable powers of observation. Ornithology is my 
hobby and we spent many afternoons together, when his 
bright, sunny nature, his sense of humour, and his 
attractive personality made him a very pleasant com
panion. I remember the editor of the Avicultural 
Magazine was much struck by his work in our ornitho
logical report for the year, which was entirely Charlton's 
writing." 

He had, at an early age, shown conspicuous ability in 
an illustrated essay on "The Birds of the Fame Islands," 
while competing for the John Hancock prize of the 
Natural History Society of Northumberland in 1903, 
regarding which the late Canon Tristram wrote to him 
that he had had the duty of adjudicating upon the essays, 
and although Charlton did not win the prize, the Canon 
was so pleased that he gave him a special present for his 
work. In December 1910 he won a special bronze medal 
given by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
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(Public Schools Competition) ; in 1912 he wrote " The 
Birds of South-East Northumberland " for the Zoologist, 
which was later published in pamphlet form, with map 
and illustration. In 1913 " Notes on Norwegian Birds " 
appeared in Country-Side, and afterwards as a " separate " 
paper ; he also supplied British Birds with a number of 
interesting notes, commencing with Vol. IV., and wrote 
many short articles in other journals and local papers. 
He was a most skilful and artistic taxidermist, his 
methods of mounting birds in natural positions being, 
as a near relative of his observed, " equal even to those 
of my dear old friend, John Hancock," whose work both 
Charlton and his brother so much admired. The writer 
is of opinion tha t he would have made a great name, if 
he had been spared to continue his studies, in that branch 
of ornithology alone. 

As a soldier he had won golden opinions from his 
superior officers, and also from the men under him, and 
before the attack in which he fell, had already greatly 
distinguished himself, and been recommended for the 
Military Cross. 

LIEUTENANT H. V. CHARLTON. 

LIEUTENANT H U G H VATTGHAN CHARLTON, N.P. , fell in 
action near Whychaate, on June 24th, 1916, struck by 
a bomb from a trench mortar. He was thirty-two years 
of age, and joined the Armstrong College O.T.C., 
receiving his commission in August of last year. He, 
also, was a clever ornithologist, and the brothers worked 
much together, though Hugh's inclinations leaned towards 
animal painting, for which he studied in Newcastle, 
Edinburgh and London. Birds were his speciality; 
his work was very artistic, and he had a fine sense of 
colour and beauty in nature and in art, and was a sound 
critic. His paintings had already been hung in exhibi
tions in the cities wrhere he had carried on his studies. 
One of his pictures, " The Home of the Dipper," was 
exhibited in the Royal Academy of 1912. 
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As an officer he had earned warm tributes of affection 
from his Colonel and comrades : he devoted all his 
energies to his military duties, and, what makes his 
death doubly sad, is the knowledge that he had, a few 
days before, received an important appointment on the 
Staff. 

Both the Charltons were keen sportsmen, taking special 
interest in wildfowling, for which they had exceptional 
opportunities on the Northumberland coast. I t may 
truly be said of them tha t they would have shone in 
whatever profession they chose ; they were patterns of 
honour, integrity and gentlemanly character, as well as 
being charming companions. The writer deeply deplores 
their untimely death, a feeling that is shared by all who 
knew them, and lovers of natural history will regret that 
ornithology has lost two students of great promise. 

Their father is Mr. John Charlton, the well-known 
artist, of Knightsbridge, S.W., and Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
On their mother's side they were great-grandsons of the 
late John Vaughan, one of the pioneers of the Cleveland 
iron trade, and grandsons of the late Thomas Vaughan, 
of Gunnergate Hall, Middlesbrough. T. H. NELSON. 
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