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REVIEW. 
A Bibliography of British Ornithology from the Earliest Times 

to the end of 1912. By W. H. Mullens, M.A., LL.M., 
F.L.S., M.B.O.U., and H. Kirke Swann. Parts I. and II., 
pp. 1-240. London: Macmillan & Co., 1916. Price 6s. 
net per part. 

THIS valuable work furnishes us with a fairly complete 
list of all the more important books and papers on British 
Ornithology up to 1912. As Dr. Elliot Coues's well-known 
Fourth Instalment of Ornithological Bibliography only gave 
us somewhat similar information up to 1880, it is obvious 
that some work of the kind has long been needed. 

In comparing the two books it must be remembered that 
they are compiled on different principles. Dr. Coues's work 
was arranged in strictly chronological order, but the writers 
in each year were arranged in alphabetical order. In the 
present book, the works of each author are given under one 
head, and the names are alphabetically arranged. While 
Dr. Coues included short notes, Messrs, Mullens and Swann 
have been obliged to restrict their references to notes in 
Journals which exceed a page in length, and only include 
such authors as have published some separate work, or a 
complete section of one. We are, however, promised, as 
a Supplement, a geographical Bibliography, in which the 
matter will be arranged under separate counties—a work 
which has hitherto only been attempted in certain districts, 
and should prove of great value to students of faunal areas. 
Another feature of the present work is the series of bio
graphical notes on each author, which must have necessitated 
an enormous amount of research, but while they undoubtedly 
add to the completeness of the book, many of the writers 
have no claim whatever to be regarded as ornithologists. 

Each plan has its advantages and drawbacks. It is possible 
to contribute short notes of real value to ornithological 
journals for a long term of years and yet never to earn the 
right to a place in the present work.* On the other hand, 
we notice that one name is included on the strength of a 

* An exception has been made to this rule in the ease of John 
Gatoombe, who contributed notes of a most valuable nature to the 
Naturalist and Zoologist from 1851 to 1887, but the information is 
given in the article on Mr. W. S. M. D'TJrban. We think tha t John 
Joseph Briggs, the founder of the Naturalist column in the Field, and 
a regular contributor to the Zoologist from 1843 to his death, might 
also have been included, if only on account of a pamphlet of some 
70 pages published by him in 1869, entitled, " The Peacock at Bowsley," 
which contains a good deal of ornithological matter. 
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pamphlet of four pages, published posthumously and well 
known to be a forgery ! In this ease the bibliographical 
notes extend to twenty-nine lines (pp. 44-45), while the late 
R. M. Barrington is dismissed with a ten-line notice. We 
should have been tempted to deal more briefly with the 
writers of such works as " The Bird and Insects' Post Office," 
and many of the topographical works quoted contain nothing 
of the slightest value or interest ornithologically. It may, 
however, fairly be urged that it is not possible to dis
criminate, and that in order to make the work as complete 
as possible, it is necessary to include all. 

A more important point is the accuracy of the citations, 
and the omissions which must necessarily occur in a work 
of this kind, however carefully compiled. By way of testing 
these points we have taken the article on John Cordeaux, 
which extends to some three pages, with the following result. 

" Ornithological Notes from N. Lincolnshire," published 
in the Zoologist for 1884 (pp. 184-186) and 1888 (pp. 59-63) 
are omitted, as are also papers entitled " Field Notes from 
N. Lincolnshire in Spring 1888" (Zool. 1888, pp. 241-47), 
and " Notes on the Occurrence of Pallas's Sand Grouse in 
Lincolnshire" (torn, int., pp. 419-423). No reference is 
given to a paper on " Rare British Birds in the Humber 
District" (op. cit. 1895, p. 56-59), supplementary to an 
article on the same subject in 1891. " Spring Migration 
in the Humber District" (op. cit. 1891, p. 409-15) is also 
omitted, as well as a paper " On the Migration of the 
Yellow Wagtail " (op. cit. 1892, p. 389-91). The " President's 
Address to the Yorks. Nat. Union" (1897) is wrongly 
attributed to the Zoologist of that year. On p. 144, line 13 
from below, 5031 should be 5061, and on p. 146, line 11 from 
above, for 207 read 204. It is rather questionable whether 
the article on Heligoland (Nat. 1888, pp. 1-12) should have 
been included. 

The following omissions and errata have also been noted 
by us in reading through the first two parts. A pamphlet 
by Dr. Adams, Banchory, and Dr. A. L. Adams, " On Orni
thology as a Branch of Liberal Education" etc. (Aberdeen, 
1859, pp. viii., 36) contains an annotated List of Birds from 
Kincardine. A third (abridged) edition of Ansted's The 
Channel Islands was published in 1893, but the list of birds 
is omitted, and there are only brief notes on birds (pp. 
192-194). Mr. J. W. W. Bund is the author of a paper on 
" A Nesting Place of Larus fascus " (Zool. 1889, pp. 131-
133). J. H. Dickenson's " Sketch of the Zoology of Stafford
shire," as far as it relates to Birds, was reprinted in the 
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Trans, of the North Staffs. Field Club, Vol. XXVII., pfc. 2. 
pp. 5-7 (1893). The late F . Coburn published a pamphlet 
of 12 pp. on the " Ornithology of the City of Birmingham " 
(1895), as well as several articles in the Zoologist on ornitho
logical subjects. We fail to find any reference to Mr. Warde 
Fowler's little book on Kingham Old and New, which con
tains a chapter on the Bird-life of the district. For 
'' Magdalen " read " Magdalene " (p. 234, line 14 from above). 
Mr. B. A. Carter we take to be Miss B. A. Carter (p. 121). 
Mr. R. W. Chase's home is now at Bewdley and not at King's 
Norton. Mr. R. Drane gave a good account of the bird-life 
on Skomer, under the curious title of " A Pilgrimage to 
Golgotha " (Rep. and Trans, of the, Cardiff Nat. Soc, XXXI., 
1898-99). The list of birds in Stephen Glover's History of the 
County of Derby is not the work of that writer, but was founded 
on Pilkington's list, with additional notes by 0. Jewett. 

The strongest point in this book is the care and scrupulous 
detail with which the older writers have been treated. Here 
Mr. Mullens is in his element, and his work stands without 
a rival. Our readers will not have forgotten the series of 
exhaustive articles on the works of the early British Ornitho
logists, which have appeared in previous volumes of this 
journal. We note with pleasure that the authors propose to 
incorporate any additional information which may come to 
hand during the process of publication, in a Supplement, and 
congratulate the authors on the successful beginning of a 
task of enormous difficulty. F. C. R. JOTJBDAIN. 
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