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PROBABLE NESTING OF LESSER REDPOLL IN 

MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
ON July 19th, 1916, I noticed a pair of Lesser Redpolls 
(Carduelis linaria cabaret) repeatedly alighting on a tree 
growing in some public gardens at Newport, Monmouthshire. 
I observed the birds about the same spot on several subsequent 
occasions, and their actions left little doubt in my mind that 
they were carrying food to young probably still in the nest. 
This, however, I could not see from the ground beneath 
the tree, which I was unable to climb. HOWARD BENTHAM 

LESSER REDPOLL BREEDING IN HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Two nests of the Lesser Redpoll (Carduelis I. cabaret) were 
found this year in the same garden at Letchworth, one in 
June in a hawthorn hedge, and the other in August in a 
Dorothy Perkins rose. The nests and birds were both seen 
by me and the young flew in each case. This is, I believe, 
the first authentic record for north Hertfordshire. 

W. P. WESTELL. 

[In the Victoria History of Hertfordshire, Mr. Crossman 
states (I., p. 202) that the Lesser Redpoll's nest has been found 
at Newsells Park (Barkway), which is in the north of the 
county.—EDS.] 

CROSSBILLS IN CO. ANTRIM. 
ON July 27th, 1916, I watched some Crossbills (Loxia cur-
virostra) on a Scotch fir near Femhill, Belfast. During their 
short stay they seemed to haunt the same trees most of the 
time, and when they left for good went in a north-easterly 
direction. Although I saw three different flocks they al) 
appeared to come from the same place and to go away in the 
same direction, and even to alight on the same trees although 
there are plenty of firs here. They did not leave for any 
lack of food as there were many trees that they had not 
touched. J. CTTNNINGHAM. 

TITS IN NESTING-BOXES ATTACKED BY WEASEL 
AND EVICTED BY WRYNECKS. 

ON July 3rd, 1916, I found a weasel in a nesting-box con
taining a Great Tit's nest with young. I killed the wease] 
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by pouring strong ammonia through the hole, which was 
l | inches in diameter. For fourteen years in my garden in 
Surrey I have had Wrynecks nesting in my boxes. This 
year they would not settle on a box and turned out as many 
as seven Tits—Great, Blue, and Coal. How the Wrynecks 
get the Tits' eggs out of the boxes I do not know, but I 
always find some unbroken. One year two hen Wrynecks 
were laying in one box and each morning I found the second 
bird's egg unbroken on the ground below the box. 

A. PATTBSON. 

BEARDED TITMOUSE IN BERKSHIRE. 
ME. E. BLATCH, of Theale, tells me that he saw a Bearded 
Titmouse (Panurus biarmicus) on the Kennett on August 
30th, 1916, being first attracted to it by its note, which he 
at once recognized. He eventually watched it for some 
time at four or five yards distance on some reeds growing in 
the river. He saw two other birds which he thinks were the 
same species, but was not near enough to be certain. He is 
quite familiar with the bird in Norfolk. I accompanied 
him to the spot three days later, but it was a very windy day 
and unfavourable for observation, and there are large dense 
" rod beds " close to the tall reeds on which the bird was 
seen. 

The last record of this species in Berkshire appears to be 
in 1814. NORMAN H. JOY. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHERS BUILDING IN OLD NESTS 
OF OTHER BIRDS. 

THIS summer at Redmarley, near Gloucester, I found a nest of 
a Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa s. striata) placed inside a 
typical nest of a Mistle-Thrush. The Mistle-Thrush's nest-
was indifferently supported about 10 feet out and upon the 
branch of a monkey-puzzle tree at a point wheie the branch 
divided into three. I was informed on quite credible evidence 
that the Mistle-Thrushes hatched out young in the nest 
earlier in the year. A second pair of Flycatchers laid re
spectively one, two, and two eggs in three nests of Swallows 
all in a row about two feet apart, in an open shed. Each 
Swallow's nest had a typical (though somewhat scanty) Fly
catcher's nest inside it and the nest at the right hand end was 
being sat upon by a parent bird, the other two being pre
sumably deserted. All the eggs appeared to be fiesh. 

W. MAITLAND CONGREVE. 

K 
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MARSH-WARBLERS OBSERVED IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 
As the Marsh-Warbler (Acrocephalus palustris) has not 
previously been recorded further north than Worcestershire 
and Warwickshire, in the breeding season, it may be of 
interest to record that on May 28th, 1916, I saw and heard 
one when passing an osier bed overgrown with meadow
sweet, nettles, cow-parsley and hemlock, which formed a 
dense undergrowth. On June 2nd I heard another bird 
singing in some rough ground overgrown with similar plants, 
and not far from a willow plantation, about a mile from 
where the first bird was seen. 

This bird apparently stayed about a fortnight, after which 
I never saw or heard it again. As I never saw more than 
the one bird, I am inclined to think that it failed to find a 
mate. 

The other bird continued to sing till June 19th, after which 
I only heard occasional notes, but though I did not actually 
find the nest, I have little doubt that there were two birds 
and that they were breeding. 

Both localities were in south Staffordshire, not more than 
a mile or two from the Worcester border, but at least thirty 
miles, " as the Crow flies," from the district where I met 
with this species breeding in considerable numbers in 1909 
and 1911 (British Birds, III., p. 157 and V., p. 106). On 
these occasions I was unable to watch them through the breed
ing time, so that it was somewhat disappointing to find the 
song cease so soon. In conclusion I may add that in this 
locality Sedge-Warblers were moderately common and a 
few pairs of Reed-Warblers were also present. W. DAVIES. 

LATE NESTING OF REED-WARBLER. 
ON page 20 of this volume I recorded an exceptionally early 
«iest of the Reed-Warbler near Tring. Near the place where 
it was found, a keeper, when cutting some reeds, came across 
a nest with three (? or four) hard-set eggs on August 18th ! 
Unfortunately the nest was not seen until he had cut it 
down and the eggs fell out and were broken. E. HABTEKT. 

[Dr. N. F. Ticehurst has recorded several clutches of fresh 
eggs on August 6th, 1904 (Birds of Kent, p. 56).—EDS.]. 

THE REELING OF THE GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER. 
IN reference to the notes on the reeling of the Grasshopper-
Warbler (antea, pp. 70 and 94), I should be interested to 
know how the sound is produced—i.e., whether in inspiration 
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or in expiration or in both. Last summer Mr. W. Farren 
and I watched a male reeling at very close quarters on 
Wicken Fen and timed him with a watch. Regularly at 
every fifteen seconds there was a slight but appreciable 
break in the song, but it was so small as to be scarcely notice
able at a distance. 

Mr. W. H. Hudson writes of the song as lasting about 
forty seconds, but after the observation above I do not think 
it lasts more than a third of this time. Later on I was able 
to time a Nightjar when churring at close quarters, and can 
state positively that in almost every case there was a pause 
at the end of five seconds and in no case did the song last 
longer than nine seconds. The break was so extremely short 
that it can hardly have served either for complete inspiration 
or complete expiration, and yet as each bout of song with 
both birds lasted for sometimes as long as fifty or sixty 
seconds, it would be rather a remarkable respiratory feat 
if, to speak in popular terms, " the breath was held " all that 
time. I have timed the dive of such species as the Cormorant, 
Coot and Little Grebe, and the normal period of submersion 
when feeding is not longer than twenty to thirty seconds. I 
should like to know whether the thoracic and abdominal 
air-sacs are brought into play, and if so, does the very slight 
break mentioned above denote expiration or inspiration of 
a part of the tidal air of the lungs ; for it is so short that I 
cannot think that it represents inspiration or expiration of 
all, even of the tidal air. MAUD D. HAVILAND. 

BLACKBIRDS BREEDING THREE AND FOUR TIMES 
IN THE SAME NEST. 

WITH reference to the statement on page 95 that the Black
bird has been known to use the same nest for three broods, 
it may be of interest to record that, in my garden near 
Lancaster this year, a pair of Blackbirds have reared two broods 
in the same nest in which two broods were reared last year. 
Whether the nest was used by the same pair of birds, I cannot 
say, but no additions or repairs were made to it this year. 

H. W. ROBINSON 

IN 1914 a pair of Blackbirds reared three broods in one 
nest at Letchworth. Moreover, the male Blackbird busily 
occupied himself feeding, as well as his own family, some 
young Robins in a nest a few feet away from his own nest 
and within seeing distance of the sitting female Blackbird. 

W. PEECIVAL WESTELL. 
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SAND-MARTINS ROOSTING IN TREES. 
W H I L S T crossing over the high ground near Cotton in north 
Staffordshire on the evening of September 3rd, 1916, at dusk, 
I saw about twenty Sand-Martins (Riparia r. riparia) sud
denly drop into the top of a tree apparently with the intention 
of roosting, had they not been disturbed. On my approach, 
however, they rose and alighted in a thick little spinney 
near by, where in all probability they passed the night. 

The weather was rather unsettled at the time and doubt
less the birds were on migration. T. SMITH. 

L I T T L E OWL BREEDING IN WILTSHIRE. 

W I T H reference to the record in Vol. IX . , p. 210, of the Little 
Owl (Athene n. noctva) having been seen at Lydiard Park 
in October, 1915, I can now add tha t the bird was seen 
there all tha t winter, while in July of this year the keeper 
saw three young ones being fed by an old bird. He has seen 
the birds several times since, and I have also seen two young 
ones. D. PERCY HARRISON. 

LITTLE OWL I N STAFFORDSHIRE. 

ON April 10th, 1916, when passing through Lit t le Aston 
Park, Staffordshire, I observed in one of the trees a Little Owl 
(Athene n. noctua). From its behaviour it appeared not un
likely to be breeding. Records of the occurrence of this Owl 
in Staffordshire being few, I thought this worth reporting. 

W. DAVIES. 

[Cf. B.B., IX . , p . 250, for previous records—EDS.] . 

COMMON SCOTERS I N CHESHIRE I N SUMMER. 

O N July 20th, 1916, I saw seven adult Common Scoters 
(Oidernia n. nigra)—six males and a female—on Marbury 
Mere, near Northwich, while I was told a few days later by 
the gamekeeper a t Oakmere, Cheshire, tha t about the middle 
of the month he saw " about a score " of black ducks on tha t 
water, which he took to be Scoters. I have frequently seen 
this species at other seasons on both meres, but my only 
previous record of its occurrence in summer was in 1913 
(cf. Vol. VI I . , page 173). J . MOORE. 

CORMORANTS NESTING IN NORFOLK. 

A PAIR of Cormorants (Phalacrocorax c. carbo) have nested 
this year in my covert in the Feltwell fen. I t is quite a 
narrow belt which runs down into the area tha t was flooded 
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by the bursting of the river bank. The Cormorants took 
possession of an old Heron's nest on a low spruce tree. My 
son found the nest at the beginning of September and there 
were four young ones nearly fit to fly. He had seen five 
Cormorants flying about some time previously, which looks 
as if the p.esent inhabitants of the nest were a second brood. 
After being flooded for months about half the covert was 
blown down by a gale in June, so it is almost impossible to get 
through it. H. M. UPCHER. 

EARLY MOVEMENTS OF WADERS ON THE 
LANCASHIRE COAST. 

WITH reference to the note on this subject (antea, p. 96), 
I might say that I have often seen Knots on this coast on 
August 1st and 2nd and also shot them, the flocks sometimes 
being large ones. Most of them were in immature plumage, 
but the few adults have all been in full winter plumage, with 
no trace of the full red summer plumage as stated by your 
correspondent to be still complete in the case of those seen 
by him. H. W. ROBINSON. 

QUAIL IN BERKSHIRE. 
As the Quail (Colurnix c. coturnix) has become rare of late 
years in Berkshire, it may be worth recording that on the 
evening of July 3rd, 1916, I heard the unmistakeable note 
of this species at brief intervals for over half an hour in the 
cornfields near my house at Appleton. It was calling again 
the following evening, and for several days subsequently, 
but then ceased. F. C. R. JOUBDAIN. 

BIRDS IN NORFOLK IN 1915.—In Mr. J. H. Gurney's usual 
annual report on ornithological events in Norfolk for 1915 
(Zool., pp. 201-9 and 260-6) we note the following:—A 
Ferruginous Duck (Nyroca nyroca) was seen on one of the 
protected broads from April 12th to the end of the month, 
while two were seen at the same place on July 14th; a Little 
Owl (Athene n. noctua) is noted as breeding at Great Melton; 
a Ruddy Sheld-Duck (Casarca ferruginea) was shot near 
Yarmouth on November 8th, and another on the 16th; a 
Dipper " not showing any tinge of chestnut " was shown to 
Mr. Gurney by Mr. Saunders, the taxidermist, who had received 
it from Potter-Heigham on November 10th—this was almost 
certainly an example of Cinclus c. cinclus; a Garganey (Anas 
querquedula) shot at Martham on December 9th is an inter
esting winter occurrence. 
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CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN CO. T I P P E R A R Y . — I n the course 
of an article on the Crossbill in co. Tipperary (Irish Nat., 
292$, pp. 89-72) Mr. C. J . Carroll states tha t during the 
" i n v a s i o n " of 1909 these birds appeared in the Galtee 
Mountains and nested there the following year and have 
done so ever since. 

T R E E - P I P I T O F F CO. WEXFORD.-—Prof. Pa t ten discusses 
(Irish Nat., 1916, pp . 85-93) at great length the remains of a 
Tree-Pipit (Anthus trivialis) found on the Tuskar Rock on 
October 16th, 1915, and gives many details of the wings, 
but omits t o mention the essential difference between the 
wings of the Tree-Pipit and Meadow-Pipit, viz., the com
paratively shorter fifth primary in the Tree-Pipit. 

BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR IN IRELAND.—Prof . C. J . Patten 
announces (Irish Nat., 1916, p 100) tha t a Black-eared 
Wheatear (Oenanthe hispanica), whether of the Eastern or 
Western race he has not yet determined, was obtained on 
Tuskar Rock, co. Wexford, on May 16th, 1916. The bird is 
new to Ireland. 

B R E E D I N G OF HOOPOE IN BUCKS.—The Selborne Magazine, 
1916, p. 93, contains a letter from Mr. C. E. J . Hannet t , in 
which it is stated that a pair of Hoopoes (Vpupa e. epops) 
nested near Taplow in 1916. They were noticed by Mr. and 
Mrs. W. R. Dunstan frequently in a rather secluded garden, 
and towards the end of the third week in May a single young 
bird was seen accompanying its parents. I t was actually 
caught by Mr. Dunstan, who describes it as about the size 
and weight of a good sized Thrush. The birds disappeared 
a few days prior to June 25th, but the two parents were 
again seen on the afternoon of July 5th. 

S N O W Y - O W L IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.-—Mr. A. H. Cocks 
records (Zool. 1916, p . 313) t ha t on Ju ly 31st, 1912, he saw 
an example of Nyctea nyctea at Hambleden. The bird was 
also seen by others on August 2nd, and again a few days later. 
Mr. Cocks suggests that having regard to the time of year it 
may have been an escaped bird, but he failed to hear of 
anyone who had lost one. 

COURTSHIP OF BUFFEL-HEADED D U C K . — I n the course of 
an interesting article on the courtship habits of certain ducks 
(Auk, 1916, pp. 9-17) Dr. C. W. Townsend states of Bucephala 
albeola tha t his observations do not bear out Mr. Millais's 
supposition tha t the courtship of this duck is similar to tha t 
of the Goldeneye. Dr. Townsend describes the actions of a 
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group of thirty-five to forty Buffel-headed Ducks with sexes 
about equally divided as follows :— 

" Suddenly a male swims vigorously a t another with flapping wings, 
making the water boil, and soon each male is ardently courting. He 
spreads and cooks his tail, puffs out the feathers of his head and 
cheeks, extends his bill straight out in front close to the water and 
every now and then throws it back with a bob in a sort of reversed 
bow. All the time he swims rapidly, and, whereas in feeding the 
group were all swimming the same way in an orderly manner, the 
drakes are now nervously swimming back and forth, and in and out 
through the crowd. Every now and then there is a commotion in 
the water as one or more drakes dive with a splashing of water only 
to come up again in pursuit or retreat. As the excitement grows a 
drake flaps his wings frequently and then jumps from the water and 
flies low with outstretched neck towards a duck who has listlessly 
strayed from the group. He alights beside her precipitately, gliding 
along on his tail, his breast and head elevated to their utmost extent 
and held erect. He bobs nervously. And so it goes." 

INCREASE OF FULMAR PETREL IN CO. KERRY.—Mr. C. B. 
Moffat states (Irish Nat., 1916, p. 156) that Mrs. Barrington 
informs him that Mr. MacGinley the lightkeeper at the 
Skelligs reported in April 1916 a still further increase in 
Fulmarus g. glacialis at the Great Skellig. The colony 
started in 1913 with eleven or twelve pairs, in 1914 there 
were about seventy birds, and in 1915 about one hundred. 
Now Mr. MacGinley writes : " There are now three colonies 
of birds nesting, and if with each successive season they keep 
on increasing as they have been doing since they first visited 
the Skelligs, they will soon be as numerous as the Gannets." 

EKRATCM.—Antea p. 97, line 26, for " glow-worm " read " slow-worm." 
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