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The Birds of Britain, their Distribution and Habits. By 

A. H. EVANS, M.A., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. (Cambridge 
University Press). Illustrated. 4s. net. 

THIS little work, as we are told in the Preface, is primarily 
intended for schools. To criticize it from the schoolmaster's 
point of view would be beyond us as we do not know the 
requirements, but if a boy is to learn ornithology as he would 
history the plan of the book is no doubt correct, on the 
other hand, if the object is to at t ract the boy to the study 
of birds, or to enable him to identify what he has seen, we 
fear this book is too condensed for either purpose. For 
Mr. Evans has pu t into the small compass of some 260 pages 
in a narrative form an account of all those birds which breed, 
or have bred in the British Isles as well as those migrants 
which are regular in their appearance, while the occasional 
visitors are relegated to a list at the end. In this list, by 
the way, we notice the Continental Song-Thrush, the Green
land Wheatear and the Continental Robin, which being 
regular migrants should certainly have appeared in the body 
of the work, while Anser erythropvs should be the Lesser 
White-fronted instead of Pink-footed Goose. I t would be 
unfair to scrutinize such a work with a severely critical eye, 
hut there are some mis-statements of fact which should be 
mentioned. The Willow-Tit according to Mr. Evans is the 
black-capped Tit which breeds in the border counties of 
England, but we know of very few records of its occurrence 
in these counties, while the Marsh-Tit is well known to occur 
in Northumberland. Fur ther he states tha t Irish birds 
require examination, but except for some which have been 
liberated in one locality neither the Marsh- nor Willow-Tit 
is to be found in Ireland. The Blue Tit is said to be absent 
from Spain, and the Great Spotted Woodpecker from North 
Africa ! That the Black-headed Gull " always breeds inland 
in Britain " is a curious mis-statement, when probably the 
largest colony in Groat Britain is at Ravenglass by the sea. 
As Mr. Evans claims to have included the results of the most 
recent observations it should be mentioned tha t in the matter 
of subspecies he is singularly inconsistent. He seems to be in 
two minds about the question all the way through. For in
stance the Marsh-Tit is named Parus palustris dresseri, but 
the Scottish Crested Tit P cristatus, and the Blue-Tit P. 
cmrukus though both are said to differ from Continental 
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birds. Of some very distinct forms sucli as the Irish Jay 
and Hebridean. Thrush no mention at all is made. Yet all 
these subspecies were accepted by the B.O.U. List Committee 
of which Mr. Evans was a member. A knowledge of sub
species would have prevented the author from making the 
curious, and so far as we know totally erroneous, statement, 
that the increase of the Great Spotted Wbodp:cker as a 
breeding bird in Scotland is due to immigration from the 
Continent. Many of the illustrations from photographs of 
wild birds are excellent, but we think that those taken 
from birds in captivity and from cases in the Natural 
History Museum should have been so labelled. On p. 65 an 
illustration of Pied Flycatchers is upside down and wrongly 
lettered Spotted Flycatcher, while it would have been as well 
to mention that the Cuckoo figured on page 110 is a young 
one. H. F. W. 

Index of Genera and Species referred to, and an Index to the 
Plates in " The. Ihis " 1895-1912. Edited by WILLIAM 
LTTTLEY SOLATEE. (British Ornith. Union.) £1 12s. fid. 

To all those who possess recent series of the Ibis this Index 
will be most welcome, for hitherto it has been necessary to 
consult eighteen separate indices to find references to genera 
and species referred to since 1895. The first name index to 
the Ibis covered the years 1859 to 1876, or fifteen volumes 
and ran to 431 pages. The second index covering the years 
1877 to 1894 or the same number of volumes occupied 471 
pages, while the present work extends to 513 pages. Pro
portionately to the second, this last index should have reached 
565 pages and as in addition trinomials have been indexed 
under each of the three names it would appear that fewer 
genera and species have been referred to in the Ibis in 
recent years than in the past. 

The compilation of the Index has been undertaken by Mr. 
H. Peavot and Mr. T. Wells, who have completed a most 
laborious task in a very satisfactory manner. It is really 
impossible to avoid mistakes in such a work, but more careful 
cross-checking might, we think, have been beneficial. We 
have checked the Index here and there, and have noted the 
following errors which may be worth mentioning : p. 80, 
Caprimulgvs europceus, 1903 pp. 212 and 231 are omitted ; 
p. 110, cirlus, Emberiza, 1895 should be 1905 ; p. 136, cyaneus, 
Circus, 1910 p. 34 should be 39 ; p. 169, excubitor pattidirostris, 
Lanius, 1910 p. 48 should be 495 ; p. 217, Hirundo rustica, 
1909 pp. 155 and 238 are omitted. H. F. W. 
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