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A Bibliography of British Ornithology from the Earliest Times 

to the End of 1912. By W. H. Mullens and H. Kirke 
Swann. Parts III. and IV. (1916, 6s. each net.) 

In a previous notice of Parts I. and II. of this work (antea 
pp. 98-100) we have made some remarks on the general plan 
of the book which it is unnecessary to repeat. The two parts 
which are now before us fully maintain the standard reached 
by the earlier issues and the number of omissions is remarkably 
small, considering the scope of the work. We notice, however, 
the same tendency to devote unnecessary space to obscure 
authors, who have contributed little or nothing worthy of 
remembrance, while on the other hand some of the most 
prominent workers are somewhat cursorily treated. As an 
example, we may mention that the same amount of space is 
allotted to the biographies of Walter Moyle and George London, 
whom few readers will recognise as ornithologists, as is given 
to Dr. Hartert, whose Vogel der palaarktischen Fauna is 
certainly the most important ornithological work of this 
generation. Even now there is no other work which gives us 
clear descriptions of the differences which characterize our 
British local races of birds. We doubt, however, whether 
much of his fame is due to his " numerous entomological 
papers," as stated on p. 270. 

The name of Mr. P. C. M. Kermode is omitted from the list 
of collaborators in the Reports on the Migration of Birds 
(pp. 132, 145, 281, etc.). 

We notice no reference to Mr. J. H. Gurney's " Notes on 
the Great Auk " (ZooL, 1869, pp. 1639-43). 

Dr. E. Hartert's paper " On Birds represented in the 
British Isles by peculiar Forms " (Br. B., I., pp. 208-22) is 
omitted. 

Mr. J. A. Harvie-Brown's letter on " The Effect of Food 
Supply upon Fecundity," Br. B., III., pp. 252-254 (not 5), 
was not written in collaboration with Mr. P. F. Bunyard, as 
stated (p. 283), and no mention is made of the second part of 
" Rough Notes from the Channel Islands" by the same 
author (Zool, 1869, pp. 1630-32). 

The name of W. Horn, who published a small pamphlet 
entitled " Collected Notes on the Birds of Buchan," is omitted. 

We do not notice any reference to Mr. F. B. Kirkman's 
article on " Variation in the Nests of the Arctic and Common 
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Terns," in Br. B., II., p. 78-82, 101-108 (1908) or to his paper 
on " The Bird Watcher's Guide," op. cit., IV., p. 8-13 (1910). 

For " Singleton-in-the-Fyle " (p. 348) read " Singleton-in-
the-Fylde." 

Dr. McAldowie's "Birds of Staffordshire" (p. 365) is a re
issue with fresh title of a paper published in the Transactions 
(1893), Pt. II., of the North Staffordshire Naturalists' Field 
Club, and included in the Annual Rep. and Trans, of the 
N. Staffs Field Club for 1893. 

Mr. J. R. B. Masefield is the author of two of the Educational 
Leaflets issued by the Roy. Soc. Prot. Birds (Nos. 17 and 23), 
and Sir H. Maxwell contributed (in collaboration with Lord 
Lilford and Mr. O. V. Aplin) an article to Ornithology in 
Relation to Agriculture and Horticulture (1893). 

The biographical notice of Mr. E. G. B. Meade-Waldo omits 
all notice of his travels and ornithological work in the Canaries 
and Morocco. Mr. W. L. Mellersh contributed the article on 
Wildfowling to Vol. II. of the Victoria History of the Co. of 
Gloucester (p. 301), published in 1907. 

Mr. E. B. Michell contributed an article on " Modern 
Falconry," with 11 illustrations by G. E. Lodge, to the English 
Illustrated Magazine for 1885-6, p. 653. 

We think there is some confusion on p. 405 between the 
Badminton Library volumes on Shooting (which were mainly 
illustrated by Charles Whymper) and the Letters to Young 
Shooters (Third Series), to the third volume of which Mr. J. G. 
Millais contributed many illustrations of British wildfowl in 
1896. Several of the title pages and plates in Messrs. Harvie-
Brown and Buckley's series of Vertebrate Faunas of Scotland 
are by the same artist. 

The account given of the publication of the Birds of York 
shire (p. 432) is not correct. As stated in the editorial note, the 
publication of instalments of this work in the Transactions 
of the Yorks. Nat. Union was abandoned and the work re
commenced entirely anew. Mr. Pycraft's contributions to 
the British Bird Book are not specified, although some of 
them were issued prior to 1912 On the other hand, by some 
oversight, three short notes by Mr. Pycraft, ranging from 
8 to 13 lines in length, have been admitted, though in accord
ance with the plan of the work they should have been 
excluded. For " Kerinode " (p. 484) read " Kermode." No 
mention is made of Mr. F. C. Rawlings' useful " List of Birds 
observed in the District of Barmouth," which appeared in 
the Zoologist for 1894, p. 328-335. The paper by Mr. P. G. 
Ralfe and F. S. Graves on " Birds observed in the Calf of 
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Man " appeared in the Zoologist for 1901 and not in the Ibis 
as stated (p. 485). 

The asterisk by which works which deal with non-British 
species are denoted seems to be used rather erratically. Thus 
Mr. Parkin's pamphlet on the Great Auk (p. 457) is marked 
with an asterisk, while it is absent from Newton's papers on 
the same subject, and also from the Ootkeca Wolleyana, in 
which are included many species outside the British List. 

F . C. R. JorjRDAiN. 

British Birds. Written and illustrated by A. Thorburn, 
F.Z.S., with eighty plates in colour, 13xl0§ inches. 
Four Vols., £6 6s. net. (Longmans). Vol. IV., 1916. 

THIS is the concluding volume of Mr. Thorburn's work, and 
we must congratulate him and his publishers in having 
successfully completed so fine a work in these times of stress. 
This volume is chiefly devoted to Waders, Gulls, Terns, Skuas, 
Auks, Divers, Grebes, and Petrels. 

The plates are perhaps even more crowded than those in 
the previous volumes, and this is especially noticeable in the 
Waders, where both summer and winter plumages have 
usually been given. 

If we examine the whole series of plates given in the four 
volumes, and look at the drawings of each bird individually, 
we find that Mr. Thorburn has accomplished a remarkable 
task. Each drawing is bright and good, and the attitudes 
of the birds are varied and for the most part true to nature. 
The colouring is perhaps in many cases over-brilliant, but it 
is clean and put on by a master hand, and altogether these 
illustrations of the adults of the birds on the British list will 
not easily be surpassed. H. F. W. 



[Russell, Phot. 

D.S O., PAPTAIN, LEGION OP FRONTIERSMEN (R.F.). 
Burn December, 1851. Killed in action, January, 1917. 
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