
PiOTES 
CROSSBILLS IN STAFFORDSHIRE AND C H E S H I R E . 

IT may be worth noting tha t while out shooting, on January 6th, 
1917, on the Staffordshire side of the river Dane near Bosley, 
I heard the loud call note of Crossbills (Loxia curvirostra) in 
flight, and looking up saw three of these birds cross over to 
some woods high up on the Cheshire bank, with their 
characteristic dipping flight. M. V. W E N N E R . 

UNUSUAL NESTING-SITES OF PLED WAGTAIL. 

IN connection with Mr. P . B. Smyth's note under this heading 
(antea, p. 185), and the editorial remarks thereon, it is perhaps 
worth recording tha t on May 3rd, 1914. I found a Pied 
Wagtail's nest built in a fork in the middle of a clipped yew 
bush, in a garden in Norfolk. 

This nest was in just such a situation as a Blackbird or 
Song-Thrush selects, and was apparently not built upon 
even the remains of any other nest. 

It was a typical Pied Wagtail 's nest as regards size and 
materials, and contained eggs, upon which the bird was 
sitting. B. B. R I V I E R E . 

IT may be worth while to add to the cases given under the 
above heading (antea p . 185) by stating that in late June 
or early July, 1914, I found a Pied Wagtail's nest (with young) 
built inside an old Song-Thrush's nest in ivy on a wall in the 
garden of the Bull Hotel, Wrotham, Kent . A. COLLETT. 

GREAT TIT NESTING IN SAND-MARTIN'S HOLE 

IT may be of interest to record tha t on May 28th, 1910, 
I found a Great Tit (Parus m. newtoni) nesting in a deserted 
Sand-Martin's hole near Farnham, Surrey. This would seem 
to be a rather unusual site for these birds. H. H. FARWIG. 

LONG-TAILED TIT 'S NEST BUILT INTO A SONG-
THRUSH'S NEST. 

IN April 1916, I found at Compton Chamberlayne, Wiltshire, 
a nest of a Long-tailed Tit (Mgiihalos c. roseus) in which 
a new Song-Thrush's nest was imbedded to serve as a 
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foundation. The nest was in a furzebush on the side of the 
downs ; and when I first found it, while the birds were lining 
it, there was nothing unusual to be seen. A week later 
I found it destroyed, and then discovered that the upper part 
of the Tit's nest was resting inside the Thrush's, while the 
Thrush's had been evenly covered with a coating of moss 
and lichen, so as to make it indistinguishable from a normal 
nest of a Long-tailed Tit. The Thrush's nest was slightly 
littered inside with other material, and had apparently been 
deserted, probably in one of the spells of snowy weather 
which lasted until the middle of April. 

A. COLLETT. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN KENT. 

ON November 7th, 1915, I watched a Great Grey Shrike 
(Lanius excubitor) on some waste land near Tunbridge Wells, 
It appeared fairly tame and allowed me to approach quite 
close. H. H. EABWIG, 

BLACKCAP IN WINTER IN SHROPSHIRE. 

ON December 6th, 1916, I caught a Blackcap (Sylvia a. 
atricapilla) in a wire trap on the lawn here, within half a mile 
of Shrewsbury. The bird was apparently a bird of the year, 
and its appearance in winter, though not unprecedented, 
is unusual. The trap which the bird entered is after the 
pattern of those used by gamekeepers for catching Pheasants, 
about four feet square with a wire funnel-shaped entrance. 
I have found it particularly useful for catching Starlings. I 
ringed the young Blackcap ; so there is the bare possibility 
of its being recovered. A. MAYALL. 

SAND-MARTINS NESTING IN DRAIN-PIPES. 

SAND-MARTINS were apparently nesting at Oxford in or about 
1898 in drain-pipes in a wall over the river, in a position 
similar to that reported by Miss Haviland at Cambridge last 
year (anteap. 167). Several times in May or June I saw birds 
passing in and out of small pipes built into the wall of a yard 
belonging (I think) to the City Corporation, on one of the 
branches of the Isis above the Seven Bridges Road. I do 
not recollect securing actual proof that the birds were nesting, 
but the date, and their behaviour, made it strongly probable 
that this was the case A. COLLETT. 
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POUR EGGS I N A NIGHTJAR'S NEST. 

ON June 19th, 1914, in the grounds of North Court Lodge, 
Brandon, Suffolk, I found a nest of the Nightjar (Caprimulgus 
e. europceus) containing four eggs as shown in the accompany
ing photograph. The nest was in private grounds and a 

CLUTCH OF FOUR EGGS OF NIGHTJAR FOUND AT BRANDON. 
SUFFOLK. 

{Photographed by Miss Ruth Spragge.) 

long way from any path or house, so tha t there was no chance 
of any person having tampered with the eggs. Only three 
young ones hatched, but they grew up well and used to 
huddle all together and seemed to behave just as other young 
Nightjars do. We never saw more than one old bird either 
when there were eggs or young. R U T H SPEAGGE. 

LATE STAY OP CUCKOO. 

WITH reference to the editorial note (antea p . 187) regarding 
the latest recorded date for the Cuckoo in the British Isles, 
I should like to state tha t on December 26th, 1897 or 1898, 
I was rabbit-shooting in Delamere, Cheshire, when the dog 
put up a Cuckoo out of some brushwood in a small dingle. 
I shot the bird and still have its skin, which undoubtedly 
belongs to a bird of the year. G. F. G E E . 
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S N I P E CALLING IN DECEMBER. 

O N December 26, 1916, near Oswestry, the ground was frozen 
very hard and Snipe were numerous wherever there were 
small streams of running water or unfrozen bogs. I happened 
to be ferreting near one of these patches. At the sound of 
my gun, a Snipe (Gallinago g. gallinago) began calling " gig-
wick " and kept it up for some ten to twenty minutes. The 
bird remained on the ground all the time. Later in the day 
I returned the same way and again fired near the bog with 
the same result. After the Snipe had stopped calling I put 
them up : there were five in the field—two singles and a 
three. Hitherto I have considered this note one which is 
essentially a breeding-time note and have then heard it uttered 
by birds on the wing and on the ground. 

J . E . OWEN. 

LITTLE BUSTARD I N CO. CLARE. 

A FEMALE Little Bustard (Otis tetrax), in beautiful plumage, 
was shot near Ennis, co. Clare on December 20th, 1916, and 
sent to Messrs. Williams of Dublin where it is being mounted 
for me. 

This is the seventh specimen obtained in Ireland, the 
previous records being :— 

1833, co. Wicklow. Two seen, one of which was obtained 
on August 23rd. 1860, co. Cork, December 24th. 1883, co. 
Longford, February, co. Cork, November 14th. 1887, co. 
Mayo. Two seen, one of which was obtained in December. 
1892, co. Kerry, December 30th. 

C. J . CARROLL. 

L A T E STAY OF NIGHTJAR IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.—Mr. A. 
Page reports (Field, 2. XII . '16 , p . 837) tha t a Caprimulgus e. 
europceus was found dead, but in fresh condition, on the roof 
of Peterborough Cathedral on November 21st, 1916—a very 
late date . 

SPOONBILL IN DEVON.—Mr. F . B . Hinchliff writes to The 
Field (25. XI. '16) tha t " quite recently " an example (of 
Platalea leucorodia was shot near the estuary of the Taw. 
I t will be remembered tha t Dr. Elliot reported a Spoonbill 
in April last on the Kingsbridge estuary (antea, p . 21). 
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