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ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES FROM NORFOLK 
FOR 1916. 

23ED ANNUAL REPORT. 
BY 

J H, GTJRNEY, F.Z.S. 

T H E Zoologist having now unfortunately come to an end, 
these annual Norfolk notes are transferred to British Birds, 
but at the request of Mr. Witherby, they are this year 
arranged under species and other headings, instead of being 
in diary form as hitherto, a method which is probably more 
convenient for future reference. 

MIGRATION. 

There is not very much to be said about migration during 
the earlier portion of 1916. On February 22nd, a spell of 
cold weather set in, accompanied by snow, which in a few 
days was thirteen inches deep on the level. I t was curious 
to notice how all birds fled before it. For three weeks the 
country was practically birdless, Wood-Pigeons, Lapwings, 
Rooks, Starlings, Snipe and Wild Ducks, all had gone. The 
Redwings were the last to go, but even they departed, and 
nothing remained but a few hardy Blackbirds, some flocks 
of Chaffinches and Bramblings under the beech trees, and 
half starved Larks among the white turnips. On the 24th 
and 25th, after a heavy fall, it was reported that many small 
birds were to be seen following the coast-line at Cromer, 
where their instinct taught them the ground would be softer. 

There was nothing calling for remark ornithologically 
during the spring and summer. June was a wet month and 
July a dry one, and the hatch of Partridges promised badly. 
Migrants arrived in their customary order, but as usual there 
was a shortage of warblers. 

The great autumnal migration took place in the ordinary 
way, but few notes came to hand, there being no observers 
to make them. The influx of Redwings on October 17th 
was steady, numerous flocks, some of them numbering as 
many as a hundred birds, passing west and north-west in the 
vicinity of Cromer and Holt. Fieldfares and other well-
known species were also to be seen dropping in. 

But the most important movement was that of the Poma-
torhine Skuas in September. This must have been a purely 
local influx, for none of that species came under the notice 
of Mr. Caton Haigh in Lincolnshire, or of Dr. C. B. Ticehurst 



VOL. x.] O R N I T H O L O G I C A L N O T E S F O R 1916. 231 

in Suffolk. I t recalls the invasion of Norfolk and Yorkshire 
by bands of Pomatorhine Skuas in October, 1879, when 
many collectors supplied themselves with specimens. 

F O O D . 

ROOK (Corum f. frugttegus). As Rooks were decidedly 
troublesome during 1915 and 1916, I should like to offer a 
few considerations on their supposed merits, which may 
possibly have been exaggerated. 

At the present t ime agriculture is a mat te r of vital im
portance, and the Rook question is again to the front, as i t 
has often been before. I t has always seemed an anomaly 
that hawks in Norfolk, and even owls, should be persecuted, 
while Rooks go almost unscathed, although there is not a 
farmer who has a good word for them. 

1. To begin with January : if the weather be mild and 
open and the land soft enough for ploughing, it may be 
admitted tha t the Rooks are doing good. They are supposed 
to consume every kind of grub which turns up—grubs of the 
click beetle (Agriotes, wireworm), cockchafer (Melokmtha), 
chovy (Phyllopertha), daddy-longlegs (Tipula), weevils, etc., 
and especially worms, but the earth-worm by continually 
turning the soil, does more good than harm. On the other 
hand, the crane fly (Tipula oleracea) sometimes does vast 
damage, and here the Rook and the Starling are doing grand 
service. A naturalist should be the last person to underrate 
these benefits, although in east Norfolk, Rooks only share 
them equally with gulls. Inland gulls, and especially the 
Black-headed Gulls, are better farmers' friends than either 
the Rook or the Starling. Let the open weather to which 
we have been alluding change, and the habits of the Rook 
will quickly change" also. If February comes in, as it some
times does, with a hard frost, or March with a canopy of 
snow, any unthreshed stacks still standing, and wheat-stacks 
especially, are promptly attacked. I t is not the amount 
of grain eaten which the tenant farmer has to complain of, 
nor the straws which the Rooks pull out, but i t is the holes 
made in the roofing, for these let in the wet when a thaw 
comes, and forthwith the sample suffers injury. I t is usual 
for Rooks to commence by pulling out the top straw which 
has been used to tha tch the stack, and when this is done 
they are able to regale themselves on the grain underneath it . 
In very sharp weather they burrow holes into the stacks so 
deep tha t only the tips of their tails are to be seen protruding, 
and as for scarecrows, they ignore them altogether. 
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2. Having sown a part of a field with potatoes in response 
to the national appeal to farmers to grow this crop, I was very 
soon struck with the propensity of Rooks to eat them. The 
old potatoes which are sown in the drill sometimes whole, 
sometimes in halves, as " settings," are quickly grubbed up 
by those strong beaks, and the exultant Rook flies away 
with his spoil. I t is true tha t after a while the crop of 
potatoes, or what is left of it, can be made safe by the process 
of " moulding up " with soil when the plant is about six 
inches high, but this takes time, and labour in Norfolk is 
getting scarce. 

3. This year, as usual when November arrived, the Rooks 
were occupying themselves with my wheat-fields, not for 
the grubs which they ought to have been eating, but for the 
sake of the newly-drilled grains of wheat. Troublesome as 
they are in autumn, they are still worse on the barleys in 
spring, a t which season rows of holes made in the ground 
by their strong beaks may be seen. I t is wonderful what 
instinct, or perhaps a sense of smell, shows them exactly 
where to dig for the grain, but somehow they seem to know; 
they may, however, be partially baulked by cross harrowing, 
which makes the grain lie rather deeper, and it is then not 
so easy to find. 

4. In December an undue partiali ty is shown by Rooks 
for swede turnips, into which they drill holes, thereby making 
them r o t ; if they would consume a few entirely instead of 
eating a little of a great many, they would do much less harm. 

Some say tha t the habits of the Rook have changed for the 
worse of late years, but it has always been a disputed point 
whether to kill them or spare them—a question which has 
come under debate before the Norfolk Chamber of Agriculture, 
as has the Sparrow question. One cannot blame our farmers 
for getting exasperated, and doing what is illegal, namely 
laying poison. Under Section 8 of The Protection of Animals 
Act (1911) poisoned grain may be laid under certain re
strictions for vermin, but whether " vermin " includes Rooks 
is a matter of opinion. At any rate there is no objection to 
steeping the wheat grain in " Corvusine," a tar ry mixture 
sold in tins, which is supposed to make it safe from birds, 
Some farmers do not like it as it clogs the drill, and in any 
case i t is not often used for barley and oats. 

STABLING (Sturnus v. vulgaris).—Our Norfolk agriculturists 
also find a great deal of fault with the Starling, but they do 
good on clover. The clover fields are generally cut in July, 
when they are quickly visited by bands of Starlings, which 
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from their brown plumage appear to be all young ones. 
These Starlings are in search of the white slugs which often 
infest the clover, clinging to the lower par t of the stems of 
the plant, which can then be easily obtained. These slugs, 
although not large, are known to be very destructive, so this 
is to the Starling's credit. They are the common field slug 
(Agriolimax agrestris, L.) (vide Norwich Naturalists' Tr., V., 
p. 407), which varies from white to a brown colour. 

GREENFINCH (Chloris ch. chloris).—The Rev. M. C. Bird, 
who has paid a good deal of at tention to the food of birds 
from an agriculturist's point of view, observed tha t Green
finches were taking seed from Scotch firs in the spring (May 
18th) for their young. I t is astonishing what a quant i ty of 
food the young can put away, eating or being fed until their 
swollen crops look ready to burst. The seeds of the Scotch 
fir seem to have a great at traction for birds (see British 
Birds, Vol. III., p. 411). 

BLACKCAP (Sylvia a. atricapilla).—During the summer 
Mr. E. Knight observed both the »Blackcap and the Marsh-
Tit feeding on the red berries of the common honeysuckle. 

WOOD-PIGEON (Columba p. palumbus).—I am afraid 
there are very few farmers in Norfolk who have a good 
word for the Wood-Pigeon. In July these thieves were to 
be seen very busy on the thousand-headed kale, which is 
here grown in rows among the mangold. The mangold 
are not much touched, a t least not for the present, the 
succulent leaves of the young kale, which are easy to dis
tinguish after the crop has been hoed out, being preferred 
by the Wood-Pigeons. The glazed leaves of the mangold 
they do not seem partial to, but young swede turnips are 
very much to their liking, and they are especially fond of a 
field of cole seed. Where there are pea-fields, these in 
August are an unfailing attraction to Pigeons ; now is a 
good time to lie up for them, seventy-five were in this way 
accounted for by one gun, who is a noted shot, on August 12th, 
most of them being adult birds. 

TURTLE-DOVE (Streptopelia t. turtur).—In June when the 
sainfoin clover is cut, numbers of Turtle-Doves go to the 
fields to feed on the seeds which are shaken out in the opera
tion. As many as thir ty may be seen on a single piece of 
clover, especially where it is rather over-ripe. These Doves 
seem to drink a good deal and do not mind brackish water 

VAEIETIBS OF PLUMAGE. 

Pied birds and white birds cannot be said to have much 
scientific value, yet it is as well to keep a register of them, 
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which generally shows tha t in some seasons, and in certain 
localities they are much more plentiful than in others. 

White and variegated Blackbirds, being very conspicuous, 
are quite useful aids to the understanding of migration, 
and another thing which they teach, is the extent to which 
individual birds take possession of a given territory. We have 
had several pied Blackbirds at Keswick these last few years, 
which have led to these remarks. One Blackbird f, with a 
white patch on its back, was in the grounds for the greater 
par t of the winters of 1914, 1915 and 1916, and generally 
very near the same place ; it seemed to arrive from the 
north in September, but its date of departure was more 
difficult to verify. Another f with a white head, which made 
its appearance on March 20th, 1916, and was seen until 
May 4th, then disappeared, but turned up again on September 
13th and continued near the same spot with intervals until 
December 3rd. These observations agree with some made 
on a nearly white Blackbird f a t Northrepps in 1876, 1877, 
1878 and 1879, which was fortunate enough to live several 
years before i t was shot. 

A white Reed-Bunting was received by Mr. Saunders 
from St. Olave's in September, and another in December by 
Mr. Roberts from Rockland. 

On March 7th, Mr. E. Gunn received a white Wood-
Pigeon from Costessay, and on September 12th I saw one 
a t Keswick in the identical field, where there was one a few 
years ago. 

A very good example f of the silver-grey variety or 
" Bohemian " Pheasant which has been persistent in Norfolk 
for a great many years, was killed on January 19th, by 
Mr. P . B . Ficklin. 

CLASSIFIED N O T E S . 

Apart from the Skuas and the novel fact, to be mentioned 
presently, of Cormorants having bred a t Hockwold, in south
west Norfolk, the year 1916 has been a blank year, the only 
rarities being the adult Sabine's Gull seen by Mr. Patterson 
in April, a White Stork in May, and a Litt le Bustard in 
December. The absence of any record of the occurrence of 
the White-tailed Eagle or Honey-Buzzard should be noted. 

The following notes, taken in conjunction with Mr. Arthur 
Patterson's observations in The Zoologist (1916, pp . 369-377), 
comprise everything which is worth put t ing down. 

The rainfall for the year was 31.67 (E. Knight) . 
A dagger (f) indicates tha t the bird was examined by the 

recorder. 
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Y E L L O W WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. rayi). 

Mr. Vincent referring to the Broads district writes on 
May 19th :— 

'' Am surprised a t the extraordinary dearth of Yellow 
Wagtails this spring; this bird gets less every year . . . . 
I should think ten is the most I have seen all the spring." 

Has this scarcity been elsewhere noticed ? I t is one of 
our earliest migrants to arrive. 

B E A R D E D T I T (Panurus b. biarmicus). 

The status of this species does not vary very much on the 
Broads, although it had sunk rather low at one time, owing 
not to the hard winters as interested " Broadmen " would 
have us believe, but to the depredations of dealers. Hard 
winters, however, undoubtedly make them wander away 
from the Broads, and then smaller reed-beds a t a great 
distance are sometimes visited. At the present time it 
would be fairly safe to assess the total number of nests at 
about eighty, and as the protection they receive is no longer 
a nominal one, there should be no further diminution. 

I can add nothing to Miss Turner 's admirable observations 
{British Birds, Vol. VI. , p . 138), except tha t the male occasion
ally takes par t in the duties of incubation, and tha t the 
period is about the same as in other small birds—fourteen 
days. The female was sitting on a nest which Dr. Long and 
I examined last year on the 15th of April, but this year I 
have not had a chance to see one. 

The four rows of raised black and white dots upon the 
palate of the nestling Bearded Tit, first described in 1899 in 
The Norwich Naturalists' Trans. (VI., p . 435), always remind 
me of the bright colours of the buckbean. The nests are 
exposed to predatory animals, and it is conceivable tha t these 
spots have a protective value. 

REDSTART (Phoenicurus ph. phcenicurus). 

The Redstart and the Nightingale seem to have forsaken 
east Norfolk, one used to consider them rather common birds, 
but now a pair here and there is all there are. Maybe the 
cold springs and storms on migration are accountable for 
this decrease, all the more so as it is not confined to this 
county (see British Birds, Vol. VIII . , p . 108). 

R E D B R E A S T (Erithacus r. melophilus). 
A Robin sitting on nine eggs f in May was an unusual 

sight ; I have never seen such a large clutch as nine, and 
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Mr. Jourdain also considers it very unusual. Robins appear 
to have three broods sometimes ; the young quit the nest 
a t about the fifteenth day. 

N I G H T J A B (Caprimulgus e. europceus). 

Nest with four eggs, already recorded (antea, p. 139). 
I t seems very possible tha t the jarring note of the Nightjar 
is in par t produced by the assistance of the long bristles 
which beset the gape, for such a wide-mouthed bird would 
hardly need them for catching moths, yet I do not find that 
any authors make this suggestion. 

HOOPOE (Upupa e. epops) 

Of the Hoopoe there are two entries for 1916, one seen on 
Sidestrand hills by Mr. Hoare on October 8th, and one reported 
to Mr. Saunders a t Caister on November 17th. If old records 
are to be relied on, this bird must be much rarer now in 
East Anglia than formerly. 

CUCKOO (Cuculus c. canorus). 

On May 27th, a Cuckoo's egg was found by Mr. W. G. 
Clarke in the nest of a Bullfinch a t Honingham ; on June 
30th two Cuckoo's eggs were in a Pied Wagtail 's nest at 
Hethel (Myhill), one brown, the other of a reddish type; 
and on July 8th Mr. Clarke discovered a young Cuckoo, in 
a Greater Whitethroat 's nest a t Horning, underneath which 
were three unsprung eggs of the Whitethroat a little chipped. 

LITTLE O W L (Athene n. noctua). 

On January 17th Miss C. J . Gurney recognized the calling 
of a Little Owl a t Swainsthorpe, and on February 28th got 
a view of two. I n the course of April and May they were 
seen by several persons, frequenting some pollard elm trees, 
and on June 1st a nest with three young ones f was found 
in the hollow of one of them. The Little Owl, a few years 
ago unknown, is now steadily spreading in Norfolk. 

ROUGH-LEGGED RUZZAKD (Buteo I. lagopus). 

The migration of the Rough-legged Buzzards in 1915-16 
was a great feature, but this more properly belongs to the 
Report for 1915. They kept on coming for a long time, 
presumably from over the sea, but where not molested, settled 
down to a very limited locality, provided it had a supply 
of rabbits. As long as there are rabbits, they will not touch 
Pheasants and Partridges, indeed they could not catch them 
unless they were wounded. As for rabbits, our farmers are 
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only too thankful to be free of them, so Buzzards may be 
held to do more good than harm. As late as April lo th 
I had the melancholy satisfaction of examining two beautiful 
specimens—one of them in change—lately trapped, hanging 
suspended on a keeper's pole, but in several places orders 
were given by proprietors to their gamekeepers to protect 
them. May 5th was the latest date on which one was seen 
in Norfolk (J. Vincent), and this was probably returning 
from the south of England, or from France. 

COMMON BUZZARD (B. b. bideo). 

On November 27th a Common Buzzard was shot a t Ormesby 
(E. C. Saunders). I t must be principally from southern 
Sweden and the shores of the Baltic tha t Common Buzzards 
come, for this species has not the same northern range as the 
Rough-legged Buzzard. I t has long ceased to be anything 
but a rarity with us. 

M A E S H - H A R B I E R (Circus ceruginosus). 

In June it was reported that a pair of Marsh-Harriers— 
much rarer now than Montagu's—were frequenting a Broad 
near Stalham : there was, however, no evidence of there 
having bred in 1916 there, nor on any of the Broads. 

In 1915 a pair did nest, I am glad to say, and hatched off. 
The keeper told me a curious thing about these birds, which 
was that there was one male to two hens, both of which i t 
appears he kept supplied with food. This food—some young 
marsh fowl or leveret, or perhaps a r a t - w a s , I believe, 
delivered in the air, the female Harrier rising from her nest 
to receive it. 

The systematic way in which Marsh-Harriers quarter the 
reeds is very curious, and little that- is eatable, be i t fur or 
feathers, comes amiss. Sir Thomas Browne represents them 
as occasionally carrying off young otters (Natural History of 
Norfolk, Southwell's edn., p . 56), and no doubt in his day 
they were very plentiful, and otters wrere more abundant too. 

.The Marsh-Harrier makes a somewhat larger nest than 
Montagu's Harrier, with a better superstructure on which to 
build it. The withered stalks of the " gladden " (carez) are 
largely used, but the bird is not above employing odd things 
such as a marshman's hay-bond, or a bit of rotten wood : 
the stems of the marsh-hemlock are also used. One nest 
which I measured was nine inches in diameter, another 
about eleven. 

I t is perhaps not generally known tha t the male Marsh-
Harrier occasionally takes a share in incubation. I t certainly 
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was so in one instance, for I saw a fully adult grey-
winged male leave the nest, which contained four eggs, and 
my companion " snapped " him as he rose. 

MONTAGU'S H A R R I E R (C. pygargus). 

On August 6th, Dr. S. H. Long saw three Montagu's 
Harriers, on South Walsham marsh, which had probably 
not long left their nest, on marsh haycocks, always a favourite 
place for them. This Harrier still keeps up its numbers 
fairly well in the Broad district as well as in fens in the south
western par t of the county. 

The nest of Montagu's Harrier is not difficult to find when 
the birds themselves have been located. In the few which 
have come under my examination, it has been but a shallow 
platform, measuring some 14 inches across, slightly cup 
shape, with here and there a bit of down shed from the 
Harrier 's plumage. The fabric, holding the eggs, which are 
not large for the size of the bird, is made up of bents of grass, 
stalks of the gladden, with perhaps bits of hemlock and 
ragwort, and a briar or two. In one nest f it was noticed 
tha t the ends of some of these stalks and bents had been 
snipped off, apparently by the Harrier, to make them into 
more suitable lengths. Mr. Bird is of opinion tha t they 
continue adding to their nests after laying. 

A full clutch of eggs is four, but sometimes the female is 
content with three, and I have seen one sitting close on two, 
but in this instance the nest had been robbed. The eggs 
measure 1.7 x 1.25 inches and although white when laid, 
soon get dir ty with incubation. 

I once had a Skylark's egg given me which had been taken 
out of the gullet of one of these birds, and according to 
authors they are well known egg-eaters. 

H B N - H A R R I E R (C. cyaneus). 

I t is probable tha t a pair or two of Hen-Harriers may 
still nest in Norfolk, but for some years there has been no 
proof of their doing so. A couple which looked like breeding 
were identified by a good observer on April 5th, but no nest 
was located. 

W H I T E STOBK (Ciconia c. ciconia). 

During the lat ter par t of May a White Stork, as I learn 
from Mr. E. C. Saunders, frequented the Burgh Castle 
Marshes, and was again seen near Reedham up to June 2nd, 
but from another source I hear t ha t it ultimately met its fate. 
The last occurrence was on April 26th, 1912, but it has 
always been a rare bird. 
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SPOONBILL {Platalea I. leucorodia). 
The Yarmouth, or rather Breydon Spoonbills, have always 

been a subject of much local interest, and as they have now 
been protected by subscription for nineteen summers, it is 
to be hoped that they begin to feel at home. Probably they 
have been visitors to Breydon, or its marshes, for centuries ; 
at any rate records go back to 1774, indeed there is nothing 
impossible in the supposition that at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century they were still breeders in its vicinity, 
and came for their daily food to this large tidal Broad. 

It is very difficult to say exactly how many paid us a visit 
this year, but about eight. Careful memoranda were as 
usual kept by the watcher, from whose diary the following 
extracts are taken :— 
May 16. Two Spoonbills and several Turnstones on the 

flats, after a high wind (Force 5) from N.W. the 
preceding evening. Next day they were gone. 

,, 22. N.W., 2. One Spoonbill, which stayed three days. 
„ 28. No wind, another Spoonbill, or the same one again. 

June 2. N., 3. A very good Spoonbill came in in the 
night, but left again with a strong S.W. wind 
on the 4th, probably for Cley, where one was seen 
on the 6th (cf. antea, p. 66). 

July 9. N.N.W., " fresh." One Spoonbill. 
,, 13. Two more Spoonbills came in after a gale (Force 6) 

from S.W., the preceding day. Jary notes of 
one : " A very small bird, it must be a young 
one, there are three here now." 

„ 19. N.W., 2. One Spoonbill, which stayed until 
August 1st, on which day unfortunately the 
watcher for lack of funds was withdrawn. 

In former years the direction of the wind was not thought 
worth noting, but since the watcher has been enjoined to 
put it down, we find that forty-four Spoonbills have been 
registered as coming with a north-east wind, and fourteen 
with a north-west. North is therefore the favoured direction 
so far as Breydon is concerned, in the spring and summer, 
and next after that west. At that time of the year, however, 
the birds would hardly come from the north, and it is certain 
they do not come from the west. 

Of one of these Spoonbills, that seen on July 9th, Mr. Jary 
remarks " a very large bird," and in previous years the 
difference in size has been noticed by him. I would ask if 
this discrepancy has been observed elsewhere. The length 
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of the bill especially seems to vary greatly, much more than 
sex can account for. The beak of one which my party shot 
in Egypt was no less than 0.75 inches, while in another 
killed in Norfolk it is only 6.60, a difference of more than 
three inches. 

BITTERN (Botaurus s. stellaris). 

On Janua ry 17th, as I am informed by Mr. R. Gurney, a 
Bittern was seen apparently in the act of arriving from the 
Continent ; there was no doubt about its identity for the 
next day i t boomed four times. 

I have not been able to visit their quarters this summer, 
but on June 11th Dr. Long was fortunate in coming in for 
a good vocal display. 

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE {Anser albifrons). 

BARNACLE-GOOSE (Branta leucopsis). 

Three White-fronted Geese were on Breydon Broad on 
April 16th, while a Barnacle-Goose was shot there on April 1st 
(E. C. Saunders) and another a t Holkam on January 8th-
On November 14th over s ixty Canada Geese were seen by 
the Rev. M. C. Bird, presumably from private waters 
somewhere. 

[ R U D D Y SHELD-DTJCK (Casarca ferruginea). 

The Rev. M. C. Bird informs me tha t four were seen by 
Mr. Nudd on our principal Broad a t the end of October, but 
their tameness savoured of captivity. I t will be remembered 
tha t four were seen a t the same place last year.] 

GADWALL (Anas strepera). 

On June 18th a Gad wall with six young ones was seen on 
the Yare a t Bramerton by Mr. W. G. Clarke. This is the 
first t ime they have bred in t ha t par t of the county, but 
a young one was got a t Hickling in August, 1907. Reasons 
for thinking tha t they are probably spreading were given in 
the Zoologist for 1900, p . 107. 

T E A L (A. e. crecca). 

The Rev. M. C. Bird notes t ha t as early as January 28th 
there were several already in pairs at Barton and Irstead, 
and Mr. Vincent informs me tha t in his neighbourhood more 
stayed in the marshes to breed than he had ever known 
before. 
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GARGANEY (A. querqued'itla). 

Only one pair reported this year on our principal Broad, 
which is not good. Last year the keeper knew of two pairs, 
but they certainly are not so common on the eastern side 
of the county, as they used to be, yet this is not from per
secution, because they are protected. 

SMEW (Mergus albellus). 

On January 1st a female was brought into Norwich (E. T. 
Roberts), and on the 6th Dr. Long saw an adult male on 
Langmere. Norfolk has not had a Smew year since the 
hard winter of 1890-1, when the frost lasted fifty-one days, 
and many Swans and other wildfowl were shot as well. 

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo). 

At the end of August Mr. H . E. Upeher discovered a pair 
of Cormorants nesting in Hockwold fen near Brandon, a t a 
spot about twenty-two miles from the sea (cf, antea, p. 120), 
very near where his father and I saw the Great Bustard in 
1876. This is the second occasion on which Cormorants 
have bred of recent years (cf. Vol. VII I . , p . 130), and is 
indicative of a return to old habits. 

FULMAR P E T R E L (Fulmarus g. glacialis). 

Mr. Richards picked up an adult on the sand on September 
21st. In this species the trachea is divided by a septum, 
which gives it the appearance of a double windpipe. 

BLACK-NECKED G R E B E (Colymbus n. nigricollis). 

On April 27th, Mr. Vincent saw a Black-necked Grebe a t 
Hickling, where it remained until May 14th. I t probably 
did not find a mate, bu t there is good reason for supposing 
that on some former occasions this species has bred with us. 
The last which were reported on this Broad were a pair in 
May 1911. In 1892 there was one on Rockland Broad as 
late as July 28th (Zoologist, 1892, p . 358), but the supposition 
that it had young ones (t.c, p . 400) was probably without 
foundation. 

BLACK-THROATED D I V E R (Gavia arctica). 

Mr. E, T. Roberts announced a Black-throated Diver f 
on the small Broad a t Rockland on January 19th. On 
February 22nd there was one f on Selbrigge pond, which 
seemed uneasy as if just arrived ; the woodman drove it to 
where I was hidden, but it evidently suspected danger. The 
next day was very coarse with blizzards of snow, which 
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were too much for it and it left, but two Divers, presumably 
of the same species, returned on March 6th, and stayed until 
the 10th, on the same pond. 

STONE-CURLEW (Burhinus m. oedicnemtis). 
In spite of protection Norfolk Plovers do not spread, 

doubtless because the ground suited to their habits is limited. 
In April Mr. S. H. Long saw quite a number on Breckles 
Heath, but there they have long been known. In east Norfolk 
there have always been a few spots frequented by them, 
some of which are at no great distance from Norwich. 

At Drayton Mr. Walter and Mr. Riviere found two eggs 
on June 9th, which hatched out on the 17th. One of the 
young ones, when nearly full-grown, and able to fly, trusted 
so far to its power of concealment as to allow itself to be 
picked up by hand. Possibly it was this bird which the 
same gentlemen caught again on November 12th, when it 
appeared to have something wrong with its quill feathers, 
some of which were broken off. Another pair of Norfolk 
Plovers frequented Cossey Common, where they were seen 
by Mr. W. G. Clarke on June 17th, but whether they bred 
is not stated. 

Some years ago Mr. Clarke informed me that a gamekeeper 
at Santon Downham had killed a Norfolk Plover, and taken 
from its crop the remains of two little Partridges and a 
small Pheasant. Such a habit must be very unusual, but it 
is said that they will eat fieldmice, if they get the chance. 
One dissected by my father (October 1st, 1843) contained 
several earwigs. 

RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula). 

June 18th. A Ringed Plover's nest with four eggs at 
Easton near Norwich in a field planted with swedes (B. B. 
Riviere), an unusual position, as well as being •some .sixteen 
miles from the sea. 

GREY PLOVER (Squatarola squatarola). 

On May 8th several in their beautiful black plumage 
were on Breydon flats (G. Jary) : on June 6th there were 
again some to be seen there, probably non-breeders. 

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus). 
On August 22nd, I received a Green Sandpiper t from 

Mr. T. B. Lennard. The status of this species in the eastern 
counties is peculiar, and we have still a good deal to learn 
about it. If it does not breed in Norfolk its repeated presence 
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in July and August is difficult to account for, ye t its nest 
has never been found, although searched for both in trees 
and on the ground. In Ju ly 1840 there were six on a rivulet 
at Eccles, and Richard Lubbock, a very good naturalist , 
considered from the duller plumage of some of them, t ha t 
they were two old birds with a brood (see Norwich Nat. Tr., 
II., p. 426), but he does not say tha t he looked for the nest. 
Later instances have occurred, on the little stream here I 
have seen four together as early as August 6th. 

GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius). 

On October 17th a Grey Phalarope f was discovered by a 
shooting par ty in a small pond generally used by farm horses 
at Hempstead. I t was swimming backwards and forwards 
busily snapping a t gnats, which it had possibly reckoned on 
finding there. The bird seemed quite a t home, and we 
remarked t ha t it swam high in the water, which made its 
body appear larger than it really was. This and another 
at Holme on September 5th (Sir T. Troubridge) are the only 
ones reported. 

COMMON T E R N (Sterna hirundo). 

In the course of the summer the ferneries a t Wells and 
Stiffkey were visited by the Rev. F . C. R. Jourdain, who was 
able to report well of them, especially of the former*, but I 
fear the large settlement a t Blakeney has fared badly a t the 
hands of the soldiers, which probably accounted for the 
absence of young ones a t Breydon (Jary). I t would be 
interesting to know what has become of the large surplus 
population of Terns, which have been thrown off from these 
three places, and from Wolferton, during fifteen years of 
protection. 

SABINE'S G U L L (Xema sabini). 

On April 15th Mr. A. H. Pat terson had the good fortune to 
see on Breydon a Sabine's Gull, which passed him within 
about twenty yards, the wind at the t ime being from the 
north, and very strong. From a sketch made the same day, 
showing the black head and forked tail, the bird would appear 
to have been in full breeding plumage. This is the eleventh 
occurrence of this circumpolar species in Norfolk, bu t only 
the second time tha t it has appeared in adult plumage. 

* The whole of the first layings were destroyed by high winds and 
tides later in the season, and this probably accounts for the absence of 
young.—F.R.C.J. 
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POMATORHINE SKUA (Stercorarius pomarinus). 

Mr. S. J . Richards has kindly informed me tha t on Sep
tember 14th there was a singular migration of skuas at 
Blakeney, which came under the observation of Mr. E. Ram, 
and also of Mr. H. Cole at Cromer. Mr. Cole only saw two, 
but Mr. R a m believes he saw seventy, not all passing in one 
flock, but a continuation of small parties, varying from one 
to twenty, which went on for about two hours. The curious 
thing about it was tha t instead of hugging the coast, as the 
gulls always do, the skuas were flying due south, that is, 
going inland, as if they were making for the mouth of the 
Thames. One which Mr. Ram procured was a Pomatorhine, 
and he believes tha t most of the others were adult Pomatorhine 
Skuas also. He did not note the direction of the wind, but 
according to the Meteorological Report it was N.N.W. 4, in 
the morning at Yarmouth. 

B U F F O N ' S SKUA (S. longicauda). 

On September 16th Mr. Richards secured a very young 
Buffon's Skua. 

LITTLE A U K (Alle alle). 

Of the Little Auk only six notices have come to hand, 
namely, two in January , two in March, one in November 
(B. Dye), and one in December. 

LITTLE BUSTARD (Otis tetrax). 

Over twenty Little Bustards have occurred in Norfolk. 
On December 28th a female, like all the rest in winter plumage, 
was shot in the marshes between Acle and Yarmouth, and 
taken to Mr. Saunders, the wind the preceding evening 
having been N.W. 3. 
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