
TOTES 
UNUSUAL NESTING-SITES OF P I E D WAGTAIL. 

R E F E R R I N G to the notes on this subject (antea, pp . 185 and 
225), perhaps Mr. Jourdain may like to add the following to 
his list :— 

In 1905 I knew a nest in a goods-shed a t Llanuwchllyn 
Railway Station, in Merionethshire, in which a Robin and a 
Pied Wagtail each laid an egg every morning until it was taken 
by some schoolboys with I think (speaking from memory). 
ten eggs, equally divided between each species. The nest 
was founded upon an old Swallow's, on the top of a rafter, and 
had evidently been built by the Wagtail . I remember at 
least one other "case of a Pied Wagtail building in an old 
Swallow's nest (in Northumberland). Jus t north of the 
Tweed, in Berwickshire, I have seen this Wagtail occupying 
a Thrush's nest on the face of an old wall, but tha t I should 
not regard as a very unusual circumstance. Nor is it very 
rare to find it nesting upon the ground either under shelter of 
a bush or at the foot of a wall, a t least not with us in the north. 

GEORGE BOLAM, 

O N May 16th, 1915, I found a Pied Wagtail nesting in the 
remains of an old Dipper's nest a t Birtles, Cheshire. The 
Dipper's nest was situated on a ledge over a culvert flowing 
into a small stream. The Wagtail 's nest contained eggs and 
young. E. W. H E N D Y 

TWO W H I T E AND ONE NORMAL HEDGE-SPARROWS 
I N SAME BROOD. 

[ HAVE just skinned (January 13th) a Hedge-Sparrow which 
is practically an albino, except that the eyes were normal in 
colour ; legs and bill pale pinkish. I t was taken from a nest 
near Newcastle-on-Tyne in the summer and had lived in con
finement since. The brood consisted of three birds, one of 
which was in the ordinary plumage, the other two being white. 

GEORGE BOLAM. 

LATE NESTING OP SWALLOW I N CHESHIRE. 
W I T H reference to Mr. Dewhurst 's note on this subject 
(antea, p. 137), on September 5th, 1915, I ringed four 
young Swallows in a nest near Shuttlings Low on the east 
Cheshire hills. On September 10th of the same year, a friend 
ringed four nestlings of the same species with my rings at 
Peover, Cheshire. E. W. H E N D Y , 
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SAND-MARTINS NESTING IN DRAIN-PIPES. 
WITH reference to the note on this subject (antea, pp. 167 and 
226), as far as my experience goes it is not such an unusual 
thing for Sand-Martins (Riparia r. riparia) to nest in drain
pipes, at least in my part of Somerset. Three such situations 
exist on the main road leading from Wells to Shepton Mallet, 
the birds occupying the drain-pipes leading from the road 
to the river Sheppey. Sand-banks are unknown in this 
locality. 

A more unusual place is that taken up by a small colony 
of Sand-Martins on the Wells sewage-farm at Burcott, where 
the nesting holes are bored in a huge heap of rubbish, the 
refuse from the streets of Wells. Last season many broods 
were successfully reared, despite the hundreds of rats infesting 
the place. Another favoured site here is a hole in an old 
wall; hundreds of birds also annually resort to the peat 
cuttings of central Somerset for breeding purposes. 

STANLEY LEWIS 

fit may be noted here that the heaps of sawdust near 
Brandon in which Sand-Martins are mentioned as breeding 
in Yarrell (4th ed., Vol. II.. p. 358), were still being used by 
these birds in 1898.—N.F.T.] 

KINGFISHER SWALLOWING A FROG. 
I HAD no idea that Kingfishers (Alcedo i. ispida) ate frogs, 
but Mr. Topp, taxidermist of Reading, very kindly sends mo 
the following particulars—" The other day a Kingfisher was 
sent in from Theale and I found on opening the bird a large 
frog, it must have killed it, I cannot think how he could have 
swallowed such a large one, the hind leg of the frog was 
2§ in. long." HEATLEY NOBLE. 

LATE STAY OF CUCKOO. 
REFERBING to the record of a Cuckoo seen on December 1st, 
1916, near Swindon (antea, p. 186) and the editorial note 
to it, in which it is stated that this is believed to be the latest 
date hitherto recorded for the British Isles, may I direct 
attention to pp. 239-240 of my Birds of Northumberland and 
the Eastern Borders, in which I referred to a Cuckoo seen near 
his vicarage at Charlton, Northumberland, by the Rev. W. 
J. Meggison on February 4th, 1877, and again next day, and 
yet again in the second week in March ? Mention is therein 
also made of two young Cuckoos picked up in an exhausted 
condition by Mr. Calvert Chrisp, in his garden at Hawkhill, 
in November, 1876 (exact date not preserved); he took them 
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into his house, but they soon died. Both these places, it may 
be added, are within a few miles of Alnwick, and, for the 
benefit of the incredulous, I may quote the remark which I 
added to the record in my book, and which, of course, I still 
stand to—" Extraordinary though these records may appear, 
no one who knew these gentlemen will cast a doubt upon 
them." They were both old friends of mine, and I am quite 
satisfied that neither of them could mistake a Cuckoo for any 
other bird. GEORGE BOLAM. 

[We are much obliged to Mr. Bolam for drawing attention 
to these records which we had overlooked.—EDS.] 

NOTES ON THIS BREEDING-HABITS OF THE LITTLE 
BITTERN. 

MR. A. BTTKDET of Overveen, Holland, has published in a 
recent issue of Ardea (1916, pp. 59-61) an interesting short 
article on the breeding-habits of the Little Bittern (Ixohrychus 
minulus) as observed by him near Delft. Mr. Burdet kindly 
allows us to give extracts from this, and has been good enough 
to supply two photographs which are here reproduced. 

There were not less than five pairs of Little Bitterns breed
ing on a pond of some two acres in June, 1916. and Mr. Burdet 
saw three of the nests containing from five to seven eggs each. 
They were all built in the thickest parts of the reeds, at from 
12 to 16 inches above the level of the water, and were con
structed of thin reeds skilfully interwoven, while stronger 
reeds formed a foundation, the whole nest measuring about 
a foot (30-35 centimetres) in diameter. 

The tameness of both parent birds belonging to the nest, 
which Mr. Burdet photographed, was remarkable. This nest 
was some six or eight yards from the edge of the pond, and 
the author placed his camera about a yard and a half away 
from it, bending back the reeds which obstructed a clear view 
of the nest. He then built a small " hide " on the bank, from 
which he could get a good view of the nest and all that went 
on there, by using a long rod to hold aside the reeds, which 
were fairly thick at this spot. These preparations occupied 
only a quarter of an hour, but even before the observer was 
hidden in his " hut," there was a movement in the reeds and 
the Little Bitterns, evidently having seen the boat disappear, 
were returning to the nest. The male walked in front, 
threading his way with ease and neatness through the reeds, 
which were gripped round with his long and flexible toes. The 
male settled first on the nest, and took no notice of the noise 
made by the shutter of the camera as the first plate was exposed, 
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nor did changing the plate frighten him. The female, mean
while, was standing at a short distance, but in five or six 
minutes she began to approach the nest—so slowly that 
Mr. Burdet was able to expose four plates showing various 
attitudes of the two birds. At length the male got off the 
nest and went away, and the female took his place and showed 
no more fear of the camera than her mate. 

LITTLE BITTERN : MALE ON THE NEST, FEMALE APPROACHING. 

(Photographed by A. Burdet.) 

On June 18th four out of the six eggs were hatched, the 
young being covered with fine, reddish down. On June 23rd 
there were six young already sufficiently developed to be 
able, on seeing Mr. Burdet, to take up their well-known 
protective attitude, their heads, necks and bodies being 
stretched up in a perpendicular line, while their colour 
harmonized with the reddish-brown of the reeds. They 
could stay in this attitude a long time absolutely immovable, 
except that as one moved they turned their necks so as to 
keep their eyes on the intruder. 
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Mr. Burdet concludes his notes by observing that the 
young do not stay more than a week in the nest, after which 
they are able to climb amongst the reeds and follow their 
parents. 

LITTLE BITTEEN: NEST AND EGGS. 

(Photographed by A. Burdet.) 

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE BREEDING IN CAPTIVITY. 
FOB about seven years Capt. P. Hamond has had a pair of 
Pink-footed Geese (Anser brachyrhynchus) in his garden at 
Morston, Norfolk. About June 8th, 1916, they very rapidly 
constructed a nest, and the goose began to lay on June 10th. 
She laid five eggs and on July 10th two goslings were hatched, 
another egg had a full grown chicken in it, and the other two 
were addled. The goslings grew rapidly, and by October it 
was difficult to distinguish them from their parents. 

A. PATTBSON. 

[This note furnishes interesting material for comparison 
with Mr. Cecil Smith's account of the breeding of this species 
in captivity (Zool, 1872, p. 3243). -F.C.R.J.] 
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GOOSANDER IN MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
A GOOSANDER (Mergus m. merganser) was shot at the Ynis-y-
fro Reservoir near Newport, Mon., on January 15th, 1917. 
It was a young male by dissection in first winter plumage 
and weighed 2 lb 14 oz. The bird is a very unusual visitor 
to the county. R. C. BANKS. 

BLACK-WINGED STILT IN IRELAND. 
EARLY in April, 1916, a Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus 
Umantopus) was killed at the Lighthouse on Tory Island, off 
co. Donegal, and forwarded to Mrs. R. M. Barrington of 
Fassaroe, Bray. Owing to the Rebellion, and the dislocation 
of postal arrangements, the bird was almost too far gone for 
preservation on reaching us, and I was unable to ascertain the 
sex. This species is extraordinarily rare in Ireland, the last 
recorded instance being over seventy years ago. 

W. J. WILLIAMS. 

MOOR-HENS EATING FRUIT. 
PERHAPS it is not generally known that the Moor-Hen 
(Gallinula c. chloropus) is partial to ripe fruit. 

A gamekeeper friend of mine, whose house and garden 
stand on a lonely moor in Somerset where Moor-Hens are 
extremely abundant, informed me last spring that his plums 
had been partly destroyed by these birds pecking holes in 
them ; they flew into the trees and ate the fruit, discarding 
the stones. At the Palace Moat, Wells, one evening last 
September, I noticed a Moor-Hen fly on to a fruit net which 
was hanging in folds against an apple tree The bird walked 
up the fold of the net and pecked vigorously at an apple 
growing on the tree. There was no doubt that the bird was 
eating it. STANLEY LEWIS. 

[The Moorhen has been already recorded as devouring 
pears on a standard tree (Zool, 1866, p. 33) and R. F. Tomes 
says it feeds freely on fallen apples (Vict. Hist, of Worcester, I.). 
T.C.R.J.] 

HOODED CEOW BREEDING IN STAFFORDSHIRE.—Mr. J. R. 
B. Masefield has kindly pointed out that we have omitted 
to notice an interesting record of the breeding of a pair of 
Hooded Crows (Corvus c. comix) in Dovedale in 1915, which 
appeared in Dr. Shipton's " Zoological Record for Derbyshire " 
in the Journal of the Derbyshire Archceological and Natural 
Histonj Society (Vol. XXXVIII., January, 1916, pp. 219 
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and 221-2). Mr. Masefield also informs us tha t the nest 
was on the Staffordshire side of the river Dove. The details 
given (loc. cit.) from information supplied by Mr. E. 
Grindey are as follows :—The nest was in a small fir about 
16 feet from the ground. Mr. Grindey watched one of the 
birds fly from the nest on May 23rd, 1915. On a second 
visit he repeatedly saw both birds and satisfied himself that 
they were both Hooded Crows. He also saw the young after 
they left the nest. Mr. Grindey shot a Hooded Crow in the 
breeding season some years ago near the Dale, and is inclined 
to think tha t this is not the first time they have bred. 

The Hooded Crow has been recorded as breeding from time 
to time in several of the eastern coastal counties of England. 
In most of these cases one of the pair was a Hooded and the 
other a Carrion-Crow, but in a few instances both birds were 
Hooded Crows. Hitherto, so far as we know, there was only 
one fully substantiated case of breeding in England outside 
these limits, viz., in Warwickshire in 1883, both birds being 
Hooded Crows (Zool., 1883, pp. 337, 423). In Wales it has 
been recorded as breeding with the Carrion-Crow in 
Merionethshire and Breconshire. 

LATE STAY OK Y E L L O W WAGTAIL.—Mr. J . Steele Elliott 
states (Zool., 1916, p . 467) tha t he saw a Motacilla f. rayi on 
November 11th, 1916, at Newnham, Bedfordshire. 
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