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BIRDS AT DUNGENESS, 1916.* 

BY 

H. G. ALEXANDER 

DURING 1916 I visited Dungeness end Romney Marsh 
several times in the spring for a day or more, and once 
in the autumn tor a -week. The following observations 
seem worthy of record:— 

On January 18th I saw an immature ICELAND GULL 
(Larus leuco-pterus) on the shingle, and I understood that 
it had been seen from time to time for some weeks. 
This winter (1916-17) it seems iha t no bird of this species 
has yet been observed (mid-January). 

On March 27th, I saw a SPOTTED REDSHANK (Tringa 
erythropus) in Romney Marsh. Nearly a month later, 
on April 21st, when I revisited the same place, I saw it 
again, but (if it was the same bird) it had completely 
changed its plumage, and had become a " D u s k y " 
Redshank. In September I saw several of these birds. 

In view of observations made by Miss E. L. Turner 
and myself on warblers in September it is specially 
satisfactory to be able to compare the following notes 
of some Phylloscopi seen by Miss Turner on May 17th. 

" About 5 p.m. on May 17th, I watched four warblers 
in the bushes by Lloyds for an hour. They were smaller 
than the common Willow-Wren, the underparts less 
suffused with yellow, and the eye-stripe paler. In the 
light of the setting sun, the breasts looked pearl grey, 
very different from the common Willow-Wren in full 
breeding plumage. Three of the birds were hawking 
for flies in a spirited manner, but the fourth seemed worn 
out, and sat on a twig on the sunny side of the bush, 
fast asleep. The latter allowed me to approach quite 
close. When I was about four feet away, it slipped into 
the bush, but resumed its former perch and attitude as 

* For notes from the same locality in 1915 see Brit. Birds, IX., 
pp. 272-3. 
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soon as I moved off. The note of the other birds differed 
from that of the common Willow-Wren. When looking 
through a tray of skins of Phylloscopi some weeks later, 
I at once picked out Ph. t. eversmanni, the .NORTHERN 

W I L L O W - W E E N , as the birds I had seen on May 17th.— 
E. L. Turner." 

My autumn visit extended from September 6th to 13th. 
I have never stayed at Dungeness itself at quite that 
time before, and this fact may possibly account for the 
unusually interesting birds observed, but the first bird 
of interest seen was presumably only a straggler. 

On the afternoon of the 9th, I came upon a CREAM-

COLOURED COURSER (Cursorius gallicus) about a mile 
from the point on the shingle. Its rich colour made it 
fairly conspicuous against the comparatively dull shingle. 
I ts actions reminded me most nearly of Golden Plover, of 
which, as it happens, there were three on another part of 
the shingle ; but as I had seen these anive from the north
east it is certain that the Courser did not come with them. 
As I approached the Courser it ran more or less away 
from me, occasionally stopping for an instant to pick 
something off the ground ; I was within about twenty 
yards of it when it flew. The contrast of the black wing-
feathers with the rich buff of the upper-parts gave the 
bird a most striking appearance as it flew. I t did not 
go far, and I continued to watch it for a long time. It 
was an adult bird. Next morning it had gone. 

On the 12th I found an unusually large number of 
Phylloscopi and other warblers in a clump of willow-
bushes. Altogether there must have been eight or ten 
birds, but they refused to show themselves well. The 
majority were Willow-Wrens {Ph. trocbilus) but I several 
times saw one bird whose actions, size and shape seemed 
to denote a Hypolais, and at length I satisfied myself 
that it was an ICTERTNE WARBLER (H. icterina). I was 
puzzled to hear, from time to time, a peculiar note, 
certainly not the normal Icterine note, but in the end I 
came to the conclusion tha t this was uttered by one of the 



VOL. x ] BIRDS A T DUNGENESS, 1916. 265 

Willow-Wrens. Miss Turner arrived at Dungeness in 
the middle of the day, and in the late afternoon we went 
to investigate these Warblers again. On our way, we 
put an AQUATIC WARBLER (Acrocephalus aquaticus) out 
of a low broom-bush. The birds in the willows were 
acting quite differently from in the morning, coming to 
the tops of the bushes as if for the purpose of being more 
easily identified. There were fewer Willow-Wrens, but 
we had good views of two Ieterine, and heard the proper 
Hypolais note more than once. 

Next morning (13th) before 8 a.m. we found a Phyllo-
scoptts, to all appearance a Willow-Wren, uttering the 
peculiar note I had heard the day before, in a small 
gorse-patch close to the east coast. An hour later this 
small patch contained a Whitethroat, a Lesser White-
throat, and three Willow-Wrens. Two of these three were 
making the peculiar note. All were skulking, and 
dashed from bush to bush without showing themselves 
well. But in time we got good views of a l l ; all had pale 
legs, but the birds with the peculiar note seemed a trifle 
slimmer and distinctly paler and greyer in colour than 
the other one. We concluded that they must be Ph. t. 
eversmanni. In a gorse-row further from the sea we 
found a third bird of this type, and in the wilkws a 
fourth, besides three or four of the normal type (Ph. i. 
trochilus), and at least two (possibly three) Icterines ; 
but at this time of day the birds were all again very 
skulking. The note uttered by these Northern Willow-
Wrens was distinctly shriller than that of our resident 
bird. I t seems remarkable that there should be a clear 
distinction between the call-notes of Ph. t. trochilus and 
Ph. t. eversmanni, as well as between Ph. c. collybita and 
Ph. c. tristis, although the call-notes of our resident Chiff-
chaff and Willow-Wren far as I can judge, absol
utely identical, though I understand that some orni
thologists have been able to distinguish them, and also, 
I suppose, to distinguish both from the autumn call-note 
of the Redstart. 
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However, Chiffchaffs have also been recorded in this 
country interspersing their normal song with a close repro
duction of the Willow-Wren cadence ; whilst some at 
least of the Chiffchaffs of the Iberian peninsula and a 
proportion of those inhabiting south-west France have 
a distinct song of the Willow-Wren type, although, so 
far as I know, it has not been shown that the Iberian 
Chiffchaff is worthy of even subspecific rank. I t would 
seem that the notes and songs of Phylloscopi need careful 
investigation in relation to their specific and subspecific 
divisions. Can it be that , in the case of the Phylloscopi, 
differentiation in call-notes and song is one of the first 
signs of an " incipient variation " ? This would not 
explain the unusual approximation of the call-notes of 
Ph. t. trochilus and Ph. c. collybita ; but it provides a 
possible explanation of the unusual differentiation for 
subspecies betwsen the call-notes of Ph. c. collybita and 
Ph. c. tristis, of Ph. t. trochilus and Ph. t. eversmanni, 
and between the song of the Iberian Chiffchaff and that 
of normal Ph. c. collybita. I believe there is some differ
ence between the call-notes of the subspecies of Motacitta 
flava ; but my limited experience does not provide any 
other instance of a clear distinction between the call-
notes or songs of subspecies. 

I think it may be worth while to note that on the 12th 
I saw a SWIFT (Apus a. apus) flying north-west about 
9 a.m., and between 4 and 6.30 p.m. about thirty arrived 
from the south-east and passed inland. On the 13th 
we saw one again at noon, but we left soon after 2 p.m. 
These were the only Swifts I had seen for weeks. From 
observations made on that part of the coast and inland 
in certain other years I am of opinion that this late east 
to west migration of Swifts in September is a frequent, 
if not annual, occurrence. The wind, which had been 
fresh from the north-east from the 6th to 10th, and very 
light on the 11th, was light from points between north 
and west on the 12th and 13th 


