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UNUSUAL NESTING-SITES OF P I E D WAGTAIL. 

S I N C E several instances have recently been recorded of the 
utilization of disused nests of other birds by the Pied Wagtail 
(antea, pp 185, 225. 246), it may perhaps be of interest to 
add another. This occurred in May, 1912, near Tenterden, 
Kent, where I spent some time photographing the birds 
feeding their young, the nest being built inside tha t of a 
Blackbird of the previous year, situated about seven feet 
from the ground and about half way up a, pyramidal heap of 
poles near some farm buildings. The Wagtails nest within 
a few yards of the same spot annually and generally in the 
top or side of a faggot-stack. N. F . TICBHUEST. 

EVERY year I find both Pied and Grey Wagtails utilizing old 
nests—usually of Blackbirds or Thrushes. Last year a Pied 
Wagtail built on the remains of a House-Sparrow's nest in an 
elm at Felsted, and another pair used a Robin's nest very 
soon after the young Robins had left. Very often the Wag
tails seize a nest tha t has only recently been vacated by the 
young of some other bird. One such nest was in an ever
green bush where I lived in the town of Oswestry. The 
Wagtails took possession of a Blackbird's nest and built 
inside it, covering an addled egg. They had eggs within five 
days of the young Blackbirds leaving the nest. There was 
an addled egg in their first set and they added a second lining 
to cover it and reared a second brood in the same nest. I 
have frequently seen a Pied Wagtail 's nest on the Welsh 
Border in the remains of a Dipper's nest. 

Last April I found two Grey Wagtails (M. c cinerea) nesting 
in Dippers' nests tha t had been robbed and part ly demolished 
by country boys. J . H. O W E N . 

[Sufficient evidence has now been published to show tha t 
the utilization of an old nest of another species by the Pied 
Wagtail is so frequent tha t it may be considered almost a 
normal habit of the b i rd .—EDS. ] 

ERYTHRISM IN EGGS OF G R E Y WAGTAIL AND 
COMMON TERN. 

G R E Y WAGTAIL (MotaciMa c. cinerea). In April, 1905, the 
late Capt. C. S. Meares took a clutch of five eggs near Cilmeri, 
Breconshire, which were as pink as average R o b i n s eggs 
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before they were blown, but the colour subsequently faded 
to a very light reddish-buff (vide antea, Vol. VII. , p. 250). 

COMMON T E R N (Sterna hirundo). In June , 1914, the late 
Capt. C. S Meares took two beautiful clutches of highly 
erythristic eggs from the same locality as tha t alluded to in 
Vol. VII . , p. 256. Each clutch contained three eggs, and the 
second laying is distinctly brighter than the first set. The 
clutches are in his collection. D. H. MEARES. 

R A R E VARIETY OF GARDEN-WARBLER'S EGGS. 

I N May, 1914, the late Capt. C. S. Meares took a remarkable 
clutch of five eggs of the Garden-Warbler (Sylvia borin) in 
Hertfordshire. They are distinctly larger and more bulky 
than the average and are beautifully and sparingly marked 
a t the larger end only with green and light brown and purplish 
blotches and spots on a pure 'white ground-colour, closely 
resembling in colour a well-known variety of the eggs of the 
Lesser Whitethroat . D. H. MEARES. 

NECTAR-EATING BY BLUE TITS AND WARBLERS. 

I HAVE just come across the following note, written for 
British Birds a long time back but overlooked. A fuller note 
(giving African birds) was published in the Bulletin B.O.C. 
(1914, pp. 132-133). 

This April (1914) at Larne I found Blue Tits (Parus c. 
obscurus) freely visiting the flowers of gooseberries and of 
red-flowering currants (Bibes sanguineum). They entered 
almost entirely by perforations made by them in the side of 
the calyx-tubes. The complete absence of small insects in 
the flowers showed clearly tha t the nectar was the attraction. 

I have in Rhodesia seen Garden-Warblers (Sylvia borin) 
and Willow-Wrens (Phylloscopus trochilus) entering flowers, 
visibly for the nectar, the former in one case through 
artificial openings inflicted by Whydahs. Dr. John Lowe, 
in the Canaries and Algeria, watched Blackcaps and Garden-
Warblers themselves inflicting the perforations. 

When I left Larne the tit-damaged flowers (which were 
numerous) were setting fruit quite as well as the undamaged 
individuals- so tha t there is no need to regard the birds as 
mischievous in this connection. I t is true tha t some of the 
bees tha t visited the flowers utilized the openings made by the 
Tits, but others again used the natural opening even when 
an artificial opening was present, and to this was obviously 
due the fact that, the damage failed to affect the flowers' 
pollination. C. P . M. SWYNNERTON. 
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WHITE'S THRUSHES IN SUSSEX. 
I WISH to record the following occurrences of White's Thrush 
(Turdus dauma aureus) in Sussex. 

(1) A male shot at Brede on December 27,1915. Examined 
in the flesh by Mr. Ford Lindsay. 

(2) A male shot at St. Leonards on February 28, 1910. 
Examined in the flesh by Mr. W. Ruskin Butterfield. 

There was one shot at Brede on November 9, 1914, as 
already recorded (Brit. Birds, Vol. VIII., p. 199). That was 
a male also. Altogether these seem to make four recorded 
Sussex specimens. J. B. NICHOLS. 

LITTLE OWL IN CHESHIRE. 
REFERRING to Dr. W. H. Dobie's note on the occurrence of 
the Little Owl in Cheshire (antea, p. 271), may I record that 
on December 13th, 1915,1 flushed a Little Owl from a hedge-
bottom between Prestbury and Mottram St. Andrews, 
Cheshire. After following the bird and observing it through 
my binoculars for some minutes, I returned to the spot where 
I had flushed it, and there found a Skylark with the head 
bitten through and still warm. M. V. WENNER. 

EVOLUTIONS OF A PEREGRINE AND STARLINGS 
IN BERKSHIRE. 

ON March I8th, 1917, a flock of Starlings making its usual 
afternoon flight near Reading encountered a Peregrine ; the 
following evolutions are not without interest. For the first 
few moments the Starlings seemed to be mobbing the falcon 
(were they under the impression that he was a Kestrel ? It 
is improbable that our Starlings are acquainted with the 
larger falcons). Next moment panic seized the whole flock, 
which fell out of the sky like a shower of stones, gathering 
into itself as it neared the grass untii it seemed a black ball. 
When almost in contact with.the surface of the meadow it 
spread out over the ground in all directions like running 
water, and bore up again dispersedly. The Peregrine, which 
had stooped and followed the birds down, now stooped again, 
and I think a third time, very rapidly, but vainly. He, for 
it was a young male in very dark plumage, then circled and 
held the sky for some minutes. About two hundred yards 
away the corpse of a pigeon killed in a manner suspiciously 
like the method of the Peregrine, suggests that this had been 
his hunting-ground earlier. I have word of him a week or 
more later at the same spot. I have seen a male Peregrine 

z 
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many years ago close to the same field, but in forty years 
have only seen four falcons within the borough boundaries. 

H. M. WALLIS . 

SHOVELER AND UNUSUAL NUMBERS OE POCHARD 
IN BERKSHIRE. 

O N March 4th, 1917, near Reading on Whiteknights Lake 
(merely an artificial pond of no great extent, and entirely 
commanded by a high road) there were eighty-six Pochard 
(Nyroca f. ferina) twenty Tufted Duck (N. juligula) and a 
pair of Shoveler (Spatula ch/peata). We usually have one or 
two pair of the two first species on this water each winter, 
but such an incursion is without precedent in my experience. 
I have no record of the appearance of Shoveler for nearly 
thirty-five years. On March 12th the Pochards and Tufted 
were present in reduced forces, the Shovelers still there, and 
on March 28th there were two Shoveler drakes disputing for 
a single duck. H . M. WALLIS . 

RARE TYPE OF REDSHANKS EGGS. 
I T may be of interest to record in connection with Mr. D. H. 
Meares's note (antea p . 274) tha t I have two clutches of the 
green variety of the Redshank. A clutch of four from Oland, 
taken June 1, 1908, are from Mr. Meares's description like 
those taken by his brother. The second clutch of three 
I took myself in Kent on May 20th, 1916. These are boldly 
blotched, and the shell-markings are conspicuous, and before 
blowing they were very much like those of the Spotted 
Redshank (T. erythropus). 

The variety must , however, be considered rare, and remark
able owing to the presence of oocyan, i.e., blue or blueish-
green pigment,* in the innermost or fundamental lime-layer. 
This colour is usually quite absent in the type eggs of the 
Redshank, but normally present in the eggs of the Spotted 
Redshank, and in one type of the Greenshank, and also in 
the eggs of other members of the genus. 

The green variety occurs in the Golden Plover, Ringed 
Plover, Kentish Plover, Dotterel and Lapwing, etc. In these 
cases, however, the presence of oocyan is normal in the 
innermost lime-layer, consequently here the green variety 
cannot be considered so remarkable. 

The following is a quotation from Oologia Neerlandica, by 
A. A. van Pelt L°.chner: -

" The egg depicted in Nozeman (Nederl. Vogel. I I I . , p. 259) 
has an olive greyish green ground colour, which frequently 

* Oo'ogia Neerlandica, A. A. Pelt Lechner 
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occurs, e.g., in the eggs of M. pugnax and N. arquata, but 
which as far as I am aware has never been observed in 
T. totanus." P E R C Y F . B U N Y A R D . 

MOOR-HENS EATING F R U I T . 

W I T H reference to notes on Moor-Hens eating fruit (antea, 
pp.'251 and 275), I may say tha t in certain parts of the coast 
of co. Wexford, Ireland, the sea-buckthorn (Flippophae 
rhamntrides) has been introduced. In spite of the acridness 
of the berries, which are most unpalatable from a human 
point of view, bushes are much visited by birds in November 
and December : and among them I have frequently seen 
Moor-Hens, which in some cases must have come from some 
little distance, stripping the berries off the twigs. 

MAUD D. HAVILAND. 

H E I G H T AT WHICH B I R D S F L Y . — " An Observer " writes 
(Field, 20.1.17, p. 113) tha t when flying in France in the 
middle of August, a t about 9500 ft., he saw a large flock of 
birds high above him and with the aid of binoculars he identi
fied them as " Swallows." 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER AND BLACK REDSTART AT THE 
ISLE OF M A Y . - Mr. S. Baigrie states (Scot. Nat., 1917, p . (i) 
tha t a Muscicapa p. parva appeared at the Isle of May (Forth) 
on September 28th, 1916. and a Phamicurns o. gibraltariensis 
on October 28th. 
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