
MOTES 
HAWFINCH IN ANGLESEY. 

OK June 23rd, 1917, whilst watching a pair of Red-backed 
Shrikes feeding young in the nest at Wern, Red Wharf Bay, 
Anglesey, I heard the unmistakable call-note of a Hawfinch 
(Coccothraustes c. coccothramtes) and saw one flying over in 
the direction of the shore, where I lost sight of it. This part 
of the island is fairly well wooded and no doubt the bird was 
breeding somewhere in the neighbourhood. There appears 
to be but one previous record of the Hawfinch for Anglesey 
—Mr. H. E. Forrest informs me that one was shot at 
Trescawen, Tregaian, in June 1906. 

S. G. CUMMINGS. 

CURIOUS SITE FOR NEST OF CHAFFINCH. 

ON May 14th, 1917, I was greatly surprised to find the 
nearly completed nest of a Chaffinch (Fringilla c. cmlebs) 
built into the end of a straw stack near Felsted, Essex. By 
May 19th three eggs had been laid, but later on the nest was 
destroyed. The choice of site is made more extraordinary 
by the fact that the stack was in a field, far from any 
buildings, and close to a tall fence full of the usual kind of 
places Chaffinches utilize. J. H. OWEN. 

WHITE WAGTAIL NESTING IN WESTMORLAND. 
As I am not aware that the WThite Wagtail (Motacillaa. alba) 
has ever been recorded for Westmorland on migration, and 
certainly not as nesting in that country, it may be of interest 
to state that on June 23rd, 1917, I watched a pair feeding 
their young at a place between Grasmere and Thirleniere 
Lakes. I saw them again on June 30th, when the young had 
evidently flown. Macpherson, in his Fauna of Lakeland, says : 
" Whether the White Wagtail visits Westmorland or Furness 
on the vernal migration I cannot say." It certainly visits 
Furness and other parts of north Lancashire on the spring 
migration,as I see it nearly every year, but is far from plentiful. 
Mr. Thomas Jackson of Overton, in his long experience as an 
oologist, has yet to find the nest in Westmorland, Cumberland 
or Lancashire. H. W. ROBINSON. 
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MARSH-WARBLER BREEDING IN 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

I DO not know whether the Marsh-WarMer (Acrocephalus 
pahistris) has been previously recorded from Huntingdonshire. 
On July 1st, 1917, I found a nest with eggs built two yards 
on the Huntingdon side of the Hunts-Beds, border. The 
nest was in a bed of small osiers, very much OTergrown with 
a mass of nettles, hops, bineweed, etc. Mr. W. Farren, of 
Cambridge, has been kind enough to confirm the accuracy 
of identification. GEORGE T. ATCHISON. 

[We know of no previous records for the breeding of the 
Marsh-Warbler in Huntingdonshire.—EDS.] 

INCREASE OF WHINCHAT IN CUMBERLAND. 
DURING the last few years the Whinchat (Saxicola r. rubetra) 
has become very rare in the three north-western counties, 
but I am glad to record that this year (1917), in mid-
Cumberland, it is again nesting in considerable numbers,, 
judging by the number seen on the telegraph wires during 
the last week in June, carrying food for their young. Last 
summer there was a very noticeable increase in mid-
Lancashire. H. W. ROBINSON. 

ON A MIGRATION OF SWALLOWS IN NORFOLK. 
ON April 29th and 30th, 1917, at Hunstanton, Norfolk, I 
was fortunate enough to see a considerable migration of 
Swallows {Hirwndo r, rustica). There was a stiff breeze blowing 
from clue west on the 29th, but hardly any wind on the 30th. 

The Swallows were passing singly and in twos and threes, 
almost without cessation, from soon after daybreak till 
sunset on the 29th and in rather smaller numbers on the 30th. 
They were following the coast line from the east, and on passing 
Hunstanton turned south along the shore of the Wash. 
That is to say, they were following the identical route I have 
on several occasions called attention to, as being the favourite 
line of flight for late-autumn migrants (Rook, Starling, 
Lapwing, Skylark, etc.) arriving on the Norfolk coast (see 
Brit. Birds, Vol. VIII., p. 69). 

Although the vast majority of these Swallows could 
be watched out of sight down the shore of the Wash, a 
few appeared to turn out to sea towards the Lincolnshire 
coast, but whether this was really their destination it was 
impossible to say, as a bird so small as a Swallow cannot 
long be kept in sight over the sea. 

With them were a few House-Martins and Sand-Martins— 
in the proportion. I should sa3% of about 5 per cent.—while, 
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on the 29th, two Swifts went by. (Breeding pairs of Swifts 
did not arrive in Norfolk until May 13th.) 

Some further light is thrown upon the route taken by 
these migrating Swallows by a letter I received on Friday, 
May 4th, from R. Pinchen at Cley (between twenty and 
thirty miles east of Hunstanton), in which he says : " At 
the end of last week large numbers of Swallows were flying 
west, past Cley, along the coast line all day." 

They must, I think, be birds which, after crossing the 
channel, follow up the eastern coast-line of England, and, 
as in the case of the autumn migrants, reach their inland 
destinations via the Wash and the course of the rivers Ouse 
or Nene. 

In conclusion, the following extracts from my notebook 
will serve to indicate the arrival of Swallows in the district 
around Norwich. April 15th, one. April 19th, one. April 
24th, one. April 26th, five. April 28th, " a few about." 
May 1st, " Quite a number of nesting pairs." May 6th, 
" Full numbers—or nearly—of breeding pairs here now." 

B. B. RIVIERE. 

SWALLOW NESTING IN A DUG-OUT IN FRANCE. 
MY son, 2nd-Lieut. Eliot Wallis, writes to me that, seeing 
a Swallow (Hirundo r. rustica) come out of a deserted German 
dug-out in north-east France, he looked and found a nest 
" with four spotted eggs " about six feet six inches from the 
floor of the dug-out, and about on ground level, for it was 
approached by several steps down. As every chimney, 
house and shed had been levelled by the retreating enemy 
the birds had evidently returned to the usage of an earlier 
day, for few of us have seen a Swallow's nest in a cave. 

H. M. WALLIS 

LARGE PERCENTAGE OF FULL BROODS OF 
SWALLOWS IN LANCASHIRE AND WESTMORLAND. 
JUNE 1917 showed, in north Lancashire and Westmorland, 
the largest percentage of full Swallow broods for the past nine 
years, viz. : 65-5 per cent, as compared with 50 per cent, in 
1915 and 45 per cent, in 1911, the two next best years. The 
average per brood was 4'5 as compared with 4*65 in 1915 and 
4-4 in 1911. H. W. ROBINSON. 

MORTALITY AMONGST GREAT CRESTED 
GREBES. 

DURING the past two months {May and June, 1917) the 
Messrs. Sheals, taxidermists, Belfast, have received great 
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numbers of Great Crested Grebes (Podiceps c. cristatus) from 
all parts of the north of Ireland, including the suburbs of 
Belfast, in an emaciated condition, apparently suffering from 
acute diarrhoea. I t would be interesting to know if this 
" epidemic " has been noticed in other parts of the country, 

HERBERT T. MALCOMSON. 

BONAPARTE'S SANDPIPER IN SUSSEX. 
A MALE Bonaparte's Sandpiper (Erolia fuscicollis) was shot 
at Rye, Sussex, on April 14th, 1916. I t was examined in 
the flesh by Mr. Ruskin Butterfield and Dr. Harrison and 
has been in my collection since April 27th, 1916, but I find 
that I have omitted to record it. J . B. NICHOLS. 

ALBINISTIC BLACK-HEADED GULL AND 
DESERTION OP A CHESHIRE NESTING-SITE. 

WHILE watching the principal breeding station of Black-
headed Gulls (Larus r. ridibimdm) in Cheshire, on July 1st, 
1917, I noticed one adult bird with a perfectly white head— 
even the spot behind the ear was absent—and with the wing 
white also except a streak at the upper part. Mr. T. A. 
Coward noted an albino when he had this colony under 
observation some years ago. 

I t is remarkable that this year the colony has abandoned 
the site it has occupied for about twenty years. Prom 
fifteen pairs reported by Coward and Oldham in 1899 the 
numbers had risen in recent years to perhaps 500 birds. 
The only explanation of the abandonment of their old 
home suggested so far is an extensive burning of the gorse 
surrounding the pool. P. A. BRTJTOK. 

ARCTIC SKUA IN SOMERSET IN JUNE. 
ON June 4th, 1917, an Arctic Skua (Stercorarius parasiticus) 
was shot at the mouth of the river Axe, near Weston-super-
Mare, and examined by me in the flesh. I t was a fully adult 
bird and an example of the dark phase of plumage. There 
are but few records of this bird for Somerset—only some 
seven or eight altogether—which appear to have been mostly 
obtained in the autumn, and for an adult bird to make its 
appearance in early June, when it ought to have been at 
its breeding ground, is somewhat remarkable. Probably it 
was a belated bird on its way to the north. 

J . WlGLESWORTH. 
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EFFECTS OF THE SEVERE WINTER ON BIRDS.—We have 
to acknowledge the receipt of much additional information 
on this subject since the publication of our last number. 
We hope that those who have not already responded to the 
invitation to forward details of any decrease they have 
noted in birds breeding in their district, will do so not later 
than August 15th.—EDS. 

ALBIN'S " BLACK LARK."—Dr. W. E. Clarke draws 
attention (Scot. Nat., 1917, pp. 49-50) to the plate and descrip
tion of the " Black Lark " in Albin's Natural History of Birds 
(1738, Vol. III., p. 47 and Plate 51) and contends that this 
bird, which was got in Middlesex about 1737, was an example 
of Melanocorypha ydtoniensis. With this conclusion we 
cannot at all agree for the following reasons : The bill as 
drawn is not in the least like the very characteristic thick and 
heavy bill of Melanocorypha, but is exactly the size and 
shape of the much more slender bill of Alauda : the legs 
and feet are described (and coloured in the plate) as " dirty 
yellow," while those of M. ydtoniensis are black ; the bird 
is described as " dark reddish-brown inclining to black," 
but in the plate is made jet black except for the wings, which 
are dark brown—the male M. yeltoniensis is jet black all over 
(with whitish tips to the feathers in fresh plumage) and is 
without any brown. 

The colouring in Albin's plates is usually crude and 
exaggerated but the drawing of the bills in most of the 
plates is quite good. 

We have no doubt whatever that the bird described and 
figured was a melanistic variety of the Skylark, and there 
are examples like it in many museums. As pointed out by 
Dr. Clarke, Latham, in 1782, considered it to be a dusky 
variety of the Skylark, a conclusion which Dr. Clarke " does 
not consider justifiable," though why, he does not state. 
We have given our reasons against its having been a 
Melanocorypha ydtoniensis and see no reason why it should 
not have been a melanistic variety of Alauda arvensis, such 
varieties being of not very rare occurrence. 

WESTERN BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR OFF OO. WEXFORD.— 
Professor C. J. Patten, who has already recorded the fact that 
a bird of this species was obtained on the Tuskar Rock on 
May 16th, 1916 (cf. Brit. B., Vol. X., p. 122), now contributes 
a long and detailed article on the subject to Novitates 
Zoologicm (Vol. XXIV., 1917, pp. 1-16). The bird was a male 
(black-throated) of the western race (Enanthe h. hispanica. 
I t was caught on the rock by Mr. Glanville, the light-keeper, 
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and had evidently previously struck the lantern, as the skull 
was indented. I t is clear from Prof. Patten's description 
that the bird, as he suggests, was in first summer plumage, 
which is easily distinguished from the adult by its browner 
wings and tail, besides other less obvious differences. Prof. 
Patten misquotes Dr. C. B. Tieehurst regarding the moult 
of the Common Wheatear (Brit. B., III., pp. 391-3). Dr. 
Tieehurst stated that the moult from juvenile to first winter 
involves all the plumage with the exception of the rectrices, 
remiges, primary and greater wing-coverts. That is to say 
at this moult the lesser and median wing-coverts are renewed 
instead of " none of the wing-coverts," as quoted by Prof. 
Patten, who has confused this moult with the first spring 
moult. In the Black-eared Wheatear the moult from 
j uvenile to first winter is exactly the same as in the Common 
Wheatear except that a varying number of the inner greater 
wing-coverts are also moulted. 

In spring, however, the Black-eared Wheatear has a very 
restricted moult, usually confined to the ear-coverts and chin 
but occasionally extending to some feathers of the crown 
and throat, while the Common Wheatear, as stated by Dr. 
Tieehurst, moults its body-feathers and occasionally the 
innermost greater wing-coverts and rarely the innermost 
secondary.—H. F. W. 

NIGHT-HEBON IN co. DUBLIN.—Mr. P. W. Shaw records 
(Irish Nat., 1917, p. 72) that in Easter week, 1916, a Nycticorax 
nycticorax appeared at Bushy Park, Terenure, and that the 
bird remained there until September. The bird was not at 
all wild and co"uld easily be watched with glasses. 

GREAT SKTIA IN SITFFOLK.—With reference to Mr. W. H. 
Tuck's record of this species near Ixworth, in January 1915 
(Trans. Norf. and Norwich Nat. Soc, Vol. X., pt. 2, p. 178), 
referred to antea, p. 48, we are of opinion that this is probably 
the bird which was picked up in a dying condition at Hunston, 
near Ixworth, on December 3rd, 1914, and recorded by 
the Rev. G. Reginald Harrison in the Field (12.12.14, p. 
980). It is desirable that the mistake in the date should be 
corrected, as otherwise it may lead to the duplication of the 
record. 

HABITS OP THE COOT.—Mr. Henry Boase, in the Scottish 
Naturalist (1917, pp. 59-64), has an interesting article on habits 
of the Coot (Fulica a. atra). He deals in some detail with 
their movements, courting antics, call-notes, food, nest-
building and care of the young, as well as the growth and 
habits of the latter. 
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