
HOTES 
LATE NESTING OF KAVENS. 

WHILE showing an eyry of a Raven (Corpus c. corax) to some 
friends on July 9th, 1917, I was surprised to find it still 
occupied by " ravelets," the date being more than two months 
beyond their regular time of fledging. Thus, in another nest 
this spring, the young were quite ready to fly on May 6th, 
and I have other records a week or more earlier than that. 
The shepherd explained the unnsual lateness of these young 
by telling me that a previous brood had been " perished " 
by the severe weather in April, snow and hard frost continuing 
throughout the whole month in the hill-country. If this 
explanation was correct, it is an occurrence quite outside all 
previous experience, for so hardy are young Ravens by nature 
that no severity of climate seems to affect them. For 
example, I remember in 1915 seeing a brood newly-hatched 
on March 18th and during the same afternoon there set in 
one of the most severe snow-blizzards we have experienced 
for many years at that season. Locally two human lives 
(besides countless sheep) were lost: yet the little naked 
Ravens survived it all right. The degree of frost this year, 
however, was quite exceptionally great for April. The 
maximum of 26° was recorded during that month and that 
at only 350 ft. above sea-level. At the altitude of the 
Ravens' eyry (about 2000 ft.) the temperature would pre
sumably have been well below zero. ABEL CHAFMAK. 

ROCK-PIPITS INLAND IN NORD, FRANCE. 
ON November 3, 1916, I was surprised to see a Rock-Pipit in 
a low-lying meadow at Nieppe, near Armentieres, Nord, 
France. A few days later I met with the species again near 
Meteren, west of Bailleul. Both these places are some 
35 miles from the nearest point of the coast. Of course I 
cannot say whether they were A. s. petrosus or A. s. littoralis. 

C. .J. ALEXANDER. 

WAXWINGS IN SOMERSET. 
Two Waxwings (Bombycilla garrulus) were shot on the main 
road between Westbtrry and Easton, in the Cheddar Valley, 
Somerset, by Mr. Arthur Phelps on February 12th, 1917. 
The occurrence of this species in Somerset is rare. 

STANLEY LEWIS. 
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CURIOUS NESTING SITES OF SPOTTED 
FLYCATCHER. 

IN June 1916 I saw a nest of the Spotted Flycatcher 
(Muscicapa s. striata) built almost on the end of a branch of 
a cedar and some ten feet from the ground. The nest held 
five eggs and a brood was reared. I have often seen nests 
flat on branches and well away from a trunk, but never in 
such a swaying position as this one was. 

Flycatchers seem to have quite a liking for using old nests 
for a foundation, and at the present time I have three under 
observation which are built in nests of Robin. Blackbird 
and Pied Wagtail, and which have already had broods reared 
in them by their builders this year. I have also seen an old 
Chaffinch's nest in a small standard fruit tree used by 
Flycatchers quite soon after the Chaffinches had flown. 

J, H. OWEN. 

THE habit of building upon nests of other species of birds is 
sufficiently common in the ease of the Spotted Flycatcher to 
deserve fuller notice than the brief reference to a single case 
in Saunders's Manual (2nd Edit. p. 158). 

Mr. H. S. Davenport has recorded the use of a Hawfinch's 
nest containing eggs as the site of a Spotted Flycatcher's nest 
{Field, July 7, 1900), and Mr. O. V. Aplin mentions two 
instances of the use of a Goldfinch's nest (Zool. 1906, p. 448 
and 1907, p. 324). Greenfinch's nests are recorded by Miss 
E. L. Turner (Brit. Bird Book, II., p. 267) and myself. Besides 
the ease mentioned by Mr. J. H. Owen, Mr. H. S. Davenport 
mentions another occasion on which a Chaffinch's nest was 
used (Victoria Hist, of Leicester, I., p. 125), one is also referred 
to by Miss E. L. Turner (Brit. Bird Book, II., p. 267), and 
Mr. J. A. Harvie-Brown actually records a Flycatcher's nest 
built on the top of an occupied Chaffinch's nest, from both 
of which young were reared ! (Vert. Fauna of Toy, p. 106). 
The nest of the Song-Thrush has been utilized on a good many 
occasions, and cases are on record in the Birds of Essex, 
p 108, the Fauna of Lakeland, p. 123, the Brit. Bird Book, 
II., p. 267, the Vertebrate Fauna of Cheshire, I., p. 184, the 
Victoria History of Yorkshire, I., p. 329, and the Birds of 
Ireland, p. 47, while other instances have been recorded from 
Derbyshire by Mr. A. Cox (Field, Sept. 1, 1900), and from 
Wales by Mr. J. Walpole Bond. 

In Brit. Birds, X., p. 117, Captain W. M. Congreve mentions 
a case in which a Mistie-Thrush's nest was adapted, and Mr. 
O. Grabham refers to another instance in which an old nest 
of this species was used yearly (Vict. Hist, of Yorkshire, I. 



88 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XI. 

p. 329). The same writer also includes the Blackbird among 
those species whose nests he has known to be used, and Mr. 
H. S. Gladstone gives another instance in the Birds of Dumfries
shire, p. 59 (cf. also Field, Aug. 18, 1900). The late Lieut. 
B. B. Dunlop also mentions breeding in nests of Blackbird 
and Thrush (MSS. notes). 

Mr. Grabham (loc. cit.) also gives a single instance of a Hedge-
Sparrow's nest being occupied, while Swallows' nests have been 
recorded by Captain W. M. Congreve (B.B., X., p. 117), Mr. 
C. R. Haines (Birds of Rutland, p. 44), twice by Mr S. Lewis 
(Zool, 1898, p. 429 and 1899, p. 556), the late A. G. Leigh, 
(B.B., IV., p. 120), and the Rev. C. Wolley Dod (Field, 
Aug. 14, 1897). This last case is that referred to by Howard 
Saunders. 

An attempt to breed in a House-Martin's nest is mentioned 
in the Vert. Fauna of Cheshire (I., p. 184), while Mr. S. P. 
Gordon met with a nest built on the top of that of the Dipper 
(Hill Birds of Scotland, p. 262). Including the Pied Wagtail 
and Robin, as recorded above by Mr. Owen, the nests of no 
fewer than thirteen species are now known to have been used 
by Spotted Flycatchers as breeding-sites, and probably the 
list might be still further extended. F. C. R. JOTTBDAW. 

BREEDING-HABITS OF WILLOW-WARBLER AND 
NESTING-SITES AT CONSIDERABLE HEIGHTS 

FROM GROUND. 
ON the morning of June 20th, 1917, a Willow-Wren (Phyllo-
scopus t. trochilus) was observed from one of the house-
windows here (High Ackworth, Yorkshire), seeking, at the 
foot of an ivy-clad wall in the garden, a place in which to 
build its nest. A building-site was very soon selected 
between the stems of the ivy and the wall, at a measured 
height of three feet six inches from the ground, and at a 
distance of about ten yards from the window. 

From the time of fixing upon the position for the nest, 
through the afternoon, until dusk, the bird was busily engaged 
in nest-building, the material for which, largely composed 
of peat-fibre, it found in the garden-beds close to the site. 
The nest was in an advanced state in the evening, having 
been roofed in. 

Building operations were continued on June 21st, and on 
the morning of June 22nd I thought I saw the bird's mate, 
but, from previous and subsequent observations, I think I 
must have been mistaken. Feathers were carried to the nest 
on June 22nd. The feathers had to be fetched from a distance, 
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and only one bird was seen carrying a feather a t one and the 
same time. The nest was practically completed and lined 
with feathers by the evening of June 22nd. The bird was 
seen to take one feather to i t on the morning of June 23rd. 

The first egg was deposited in the nest on the morning of 
June 24th, and another egg was added each succeeding morning 
until the nest contained five eggs, the fifth and last egg being 
produced on June 28th, and on the morning of the same day 
the bird began to sit. Nothing was seen or heard of the bird 
from the time it was observed taking a feather to the nest on 
June 23rd until it began to incubate on June 28th. None 
of the eggs were hatched at nine o'clock in the evening of 
Ju ly 9th, bu t a t nine o'clock in the morning of Ju ly 10th 
three were hatched, and at nine o'clock in the evening of the 
same day another egg was hatched, and the remaining egg— 
the fifth—was hatched between nine o'clock in the morning 
and nine o'clock in the evening of the following day, Ju ly 11th, 
The bird commenced feeding the brood on Ju ly 10th, the day 
on which the first four eggs were hatched. The feeding of 
the young birds was continued each day until about half-past 
nine o'clock in the evening, when the parent-bird retired to 
the nest, covering her brood. 

I had the nest and its environs under observation for about 
half-an-hour in the morning and an hour in the evening, and 
frequently for varying periods a t other times of the day 
throughout the operations ; and I made close inspections of 
the nest about nine o'clock in the morning and nine o'clock 
in the evening. At these times the sitting-bird voluntarily 
left the nest for a few minutes and I took the opportunity, 
when i t was away, of looking a t the nest. 

On approaching the nest in the late afternoon of Ju ly 21st, 
one of the young birds flew out of the nest, and the other 
young birds must have shortly afterwards followed it, for 
in the evening of the same day the nest was found to be 
empty. One of the young birds was caught and replaced, in 
the nest. The parent-bird was on the nest after nightfall the 
same day, Ju ly 21st, and it uttered a hissing sound when the 
nest was then visited. Probably the brood would have re
mained a day longer in the nest had they not been disturbed. 
The young birds, when they left the nest, took cover under 
thick herbaceous plants growing in close proximity to the 
nest, where they apparently remained all the following day, 
Ju ly 22nd, being fed by the parent-bird with a small greenish-
coloured caterpillar which i t found feeding upon Rose-bay 
Willow-herb, Epilobium angustifolium. The nest was un 
occupied on the night of Ju ly 22nd. The next day. July 23rd, 
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the young birds had evidently moved some distance away, 
where the parent-bird was heard calling. The young birds 
(four were counted) appeared in the kitchen-garden on 
July 29th, when they were being fed by the parent-bird. 
They then seemed strong on the wing and to be capable of 
looking after themselves. 

From the commencement of the construction of the nest 
on June 20th to the young birds leaving it on. July 21st 
involved a period of thirty-one completed days of twenty-four 
hours each ; and the following operations or processes occupied 
the periods stated—a day being reckoned as twenty-four 
hours :— 

Nidificaiion, June 20th to 23rd—3 days. 
Laying of eggs (five). June 24th to 28th—4 days. 
Incubation of four eggs. June 28th to July 10th—12 days. 

The fifth egg was hatched on July 11th. 
Fledging of yotmg birds. Four nestlings, July 10th to 

21st—11 days. One nestling, July 11th to 21st— 
10 days. 

I am convinced that one bird only—the female—performed 
the whole of the work of building the nest, producing the eggs 
and incubating them, and the rearing of the brood. With 
the exception of the doubtful appearance of its mate on June 
22nd, nothing whatever was seen or heard in the vicinity 
of the nest, during the proceedings on question, of any other 
Willow-Wren than the one bird—the female—which alone 
and unaided accomplished the undertaking. 

As is well known, the Willow-Wren usually places its nest 
on the ground, and this is only the second example I have 
personally come across of this species having built its nest 
at any appreciable distance from it. The other instance 
referred to was a Willow-Wren's nest I found in June 1899, 
in a compact wild rose-bush in a wood. This nest was four 
feet six inches above the ground, and was placed on a branch 
of a spruce-fir which was growing through the rose-bush. 

Howard Saunders (Illustrated Manual of British Birds, 
2nd edn., p. 70) says the Willow-Wren's nest is exceptionally 
placed up to four feet from the ground, or even in a hole in a 
wall, and he told me, since the Manual was published in 1899, 
that four feet still remained his highest record, but several 
much greater altitudes have been recorded, 

WALTER. B. ABTTNBETJ. 

OK June 23rd, 1917, we found here (Northumberland) a 
Wrillow-Wren's nest built against the trunk of a young 
spruce-fir at a vertical height of 13 | ft. sheer. These 
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nests are often built in bushes and low shrubs, and even 
ivy, but usually within a couple of feet or so from the ground. 
I have an indistinct recollection of the point being discussed 
in the Field long ago and in which discussion my late brother 
Alfred took part. Some considerable altitudes were recorded, 
but none, if I remember aright, so high as 13 ft. This must 
have been a considerable time ago, since my brother died 
in 1896. ABEL CHAPMAN. 

A PAIR of Willow-Warblers built a nest last year, 1916, in 
some ivy growing against a wall in my garden in Westmorland. 
The nest was about 2 ft. from the ground. This year 
a nest was built among ivy on the top of the wall, which is 
about 5 ft. 6 in. high. In both cases the young were 
successfully reared. E. 17. SAVAGE. 

[It is scarcely credible that Howard Saunders can have 
overlooked the numerous instances of nests of the Willow-
Warbler placed at heights exceeding four feet, and possibly 
the statement was due to some misapprehension or lapse of 
memory. A nest built in 1904 in trellis on the wall of my 
house at Clifton was nearly five feet from the ground, and 
another seen by me at Burton-on-Trent in Mr. H. G. 
Tomlinson's garden was also five feet from the ground. 
Similar instances have frequently been recorded, and in some 
eases this height has been greatly exceeded. Mr. H. Noble 
states (Zool, 1899, p. 556) that the highest nest seen by him 
was quite twelve feet from the ground in ivy on a house. 
Mr. J. P. Thomasson found this species breeding on the top 
of an old nest in a dead fir, about fifteen feet from the ground 
(Zool., 1868. p. 1294 and Ornithologist, p. 187), and Baron 
A. von Hugel (Zool., 1872, p. 3228) describes a nest seen by 
him on a branch of a fir tree fully sixteen feet above the ground. 
It will be noticed that at least two of these records were 
published long prior to the issue of the second edition of 
the Manual. 

The late Lieut. E. B. Dunlop records in his MSS. notes two 
nests built in ivy against walls at 7 and 8 ft. from the ground 
in the Lake district. 

With regard to the question of the share of the sexes in 
incubation and rearing the young, there is no doubt that the 
greater share of incubation at any rate is performed by the 
hen. I t is perhaps worth noting that Naumann states that 
the cock relieves her during part of the afternoon. Mr. H. E. 
Howard (Brit. Warblers, "Willow Warbler," p. 25) states that 
during incubation " the male has nothing to do except to 
find food for himself." He also states that incubation lasts 
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from twelve to thirteen days, that both parents feed the young, 
and that the young leave the nest on the 11th or 12th day. 
Mr. S. E. Brock (Zool., 1910, p. 117) gives incubation period 
as twelve to thirteen days and fledging-period thirteen to 
fourteen days. In all the nests which have come under my 
observation the male has helped to feed the young and has 
shown great anxiety when the nest was approached, but in 
the case of the bird watched by Major Arundel, it is possible 
that some accident may have happened to him during the 
time of incubation.—F. C. E. JOTTEDAIN.] 

SWALLOWS AND MARTINS SETTLING AND 
FEEDING ON FLOWERS. 

ON the evening of July 29th, 1917, at 8.45, I was watching a 
large flight of Swifts (Apus a. opus),Martins (Delictum u. urhica) 
and Swallows (Hirundo r. rustica) over a small grassy knoll at 
Grasmere. On the top of the knoll there were tall plants of 
ragwort and thistle plainly to be seen standing out against 
the sky ; the birds were flying low over the plants and 
sometimes hovering like a moth at the flowers, and now and 
again Swallows and Martins would settle for a few seconds on 
the flat heads of the ragwort and pick off the insects. On 
examining the plants I found a quantity of little black flies. 
The Swifts were never observed to perch. The flight lasted 
about 15 minutes, I have never previously seen Swallows or 
Martin feeding in this way. HEBBERT MASSEY. 

MARTIN FEEDING YOUNG SWALLOWS. 
A PAIB of Martins (VeKchon n. urbica), this summer, 1917, 
built a nest outside a farmhouse, near here (Cheadle, 
Staffordshire), on an iron bracket underneath a spout running 
under the eaves. House-Sparrows evicted the Martins and 
partly demolished the nest, leaving only the lower portion, 
which formed a cup, well protected from rain by the spout 
above. A pair of Swallows (Hirundo r. rustica) then took 
possession of the remaining portion of the nest, lined it with 
feathers, and duly hatched off four young ones. A boy, who 
is a good observer of birds, told me, when I went to " ring " 
the young birds that a few days before he had distinctly seen 
a Martin go to the nest and feed the young Swallows. The 
old Swallows appeared to be much annoyed, and tried to drive 
away the Martin. I have several times myself seen more 
than one pair of Martins feeding the young in one nest and I 
have no reason to doubt the boy's observation. 

JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD. 
[A good many cases of more than one pair of Martins 

feeding the same brood of young have been noted (e.g., cf. 
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Brit. Birds, V,, pp. 136, 190). The same thing has been 
reported in the case of the Long-tailed Tit (i.e., I., pp. 32, 62). 
There are also a number of observations of birds of one species 
feeding the young of another species : instances recorded in 
this magazine will be found in Vol. I., p. 93, Vol. VII., p. 234, 
and Vol. X „ p . 119.—EDS.] 

LARGE CLUTCH OP EGGS OF LITTLE OWL. 
I WAS recently shown a clutch of seven eggs of the Little Owl 
(Athene n. noctua) found near Bedford. This bird not only is 
greatly on the increase in this neighbourhood, but seems to 
be becoming much more prolific. A few years ago three eggs 
formed a normal clutch, sometimes four and very rarely five. 
Now four seems the usual number. The seven eggs in this 
nest were exactly similar and were probably the produce 
of one hen. GEORGE T. ATCHISON. 

[Although Newton, Saunders, Seebohm and Dresser agree 
in giving five or six as the maximum number of eggs laid by 
the Little Owl, it is an undoubted fact that clutches of seven 
are occasionally met with in England, as stated by me in the 
British Bird Book, Vol. I., p. 391. Most of the previous 
records have been from Northamptonshire, where Mr. C. E. 
Wright took at least five clutches of seven eggs up to the year 
1905. Mr. G. H. Lewin has also recorded a nest with this 
number from the same country. There is also strong evidence 
that a brood of nine young was hatched out in Holbrook 
Park, Derbyshire, in 1912. I have also in my possession a 
clutch of seven eggs of the southern race of this species (A, 
noctua glaitx) taken by Lieut.-Colonel Sparrow in Egypt in 
1909.—E. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

ROSEATE TERN IN DORSET. 
MR. A. W. CHAMPERNOWNE lately informed me that on 
June 22nd, 1901, when he was visiting a colony of Common 
Terns (Sterna hirundo) in Dorset, he identified an example 
of the Roseate Tern (S. A, dougalMi) among the other Terns. 
Bearing this in mind, I visited the colony, which is a very 
large one, on June 8th and 26th and July 12th, 1917, in order 
to find out whether any Roseates were present. During 
my first visit I occasionally got my glass on to some birds 
with, apparently, black bills, but I could prove nothing 
satisfactorily. Mr, Champernowne was with me on June 26th, 
and we both were puzzled by certain doubtful-looking 
birds, and once we thought we heard the harsh note of the 
Roseate, but again nothing definite was proved, though our 
suspicions were aroused, that one or two Roseates were about. 
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Dr. Prank Penrose accompanied 'me on my third visit, 
and, armed with very powerful glasses, we made a thorough 
examination of the colony. To our great delight we 
eventually quite clearly identified an adult Roseate Tern, 
and possibly a pair were about, but we never clearly saw 
more than one at a time. All the points of distinction were 
clearly noted, i.e. black bill, red legs, rosy breast, and much 
paler and more slender appearance when on the wing, and 
once as the bird passed me it uttered the harsh croak, so 
unlike the notes of the Common Terns, We could not 
discover whether the bird had a mate and was breeding, or 
whether just a straggler, but there is no reason why it should 
not have been one of a breeding pair. The fernery consists 
of some thousand pairs, more or less, of Common Terns (I 
made no attempt at exact estimation) and the identification 
of the birds is somewhat difficult, as they settle down on 
their nests among a luxuriant growth of Lathyrus maritimus 
and Silent mariiima and are almost or quite lost sight of. 
The Roseate in question kept company more particularly 
with the Terns which gathered in large parties on the shingle 
between the nests and the sea. but it also at times joined the 
crowds fluttering above the eggs and young, where it was soon 
lost sight of. None of the young Terns could fly on June 26th, 
but on July 12th many were on the wing, some flying strongly, 
I noticed both on June 26th and July 12th that there was a 
great mortality among the young birds, numbers lying about, 
dead, from no apparent cause. I have heard it suggested 
that the parents cannot obtain sufficient food for the young. 

When scanning the crowds of Terns with my glasses, on 
the lookout for black bills, I saw birds with dark bills and 
distinct white foreheads apparently breeding with the rest; 
these, I take it, were Common Terns hatched in 1916, and 
apparently breeding in the immature plumage. These were 
fluttering above the nests with the adult-plumaged birds, 
and were most certainly not birds hatched in 1917, as all these 
were still quite small by June 26th. Is this species known 
to breed in the immature plumage ? The Sandwich Tern 
seems to attain adult plumage and breed when a year old 
(v. British Birds, IV., p. 88), and it will be interesting if 
observers will state whether it is usual to find the Common 
Tern in immature plumage, i.e. with distinct white forehead 
and darker bill, in a colony of nesting birds, before the end 
of June. F. L. BLATHWAYT. 

[The record of the Sandwich Tern referred to above was 
not at all conclusive proof of breeding when one year old. 
The watcher at Ravenglass distinctly saw a metal ring on 
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the leg of a nesting bird, and no ringing had taken place at 
this colony previous to the year before, but the ring was not 
examined and the bird may have been ringed elsewhere. 
There is proof that certain Passeres with a distinctive first 
summer plumage do breed when one year old; there is also 
proof that some species of waders, ducks, gulls, skuas and 
the Gannet do not, but little is known and the whole subject 
would well repay careful investigation.—H. F. W.] 

WILLIAM WELLS BLADEN, who died at Stafford, on 
April 12th, 1917, was for many years secretary of the North 
Staffordshire Field Club and President in 1895, and was born 
at Wolverhampton, May 9th, 1847. He is best known to 
ornithologists by his address on " The Cuckoo and its Foster 
Parents " (Bep. and Trans, of the N. Staff. Field Club 1896, 
pp. 23-39), with a list of fosterers in whose nests the eggs had 
been found, comprising 122 European species, while twenty-
three additional Asiatic forms are added on pp. 38-39. He 
published a translation of Dr. Rey's jaaper on the variation 
of Cuckoo's eggs in the Zoologist (1899, pp. 176-178) and 
contributed some notes on birds to the Report and Trans, of 
the N. Staffs. Field Club from 1906 onwards. He had been in 
failing health for some time past and had been obliged to give 
up all active work. 

ERBATUM.—antea, p. 72, line 13, for 1910 read 1905. 

EGOS MENTIONED IN Ootheca Wolleyana AS TAKEN IN 
HOLLAND.—Ardea (Vol. VI., 1917, pp. 21-32) contains a 
paper by A. A. van Pelt Lechner on the eggs of Dutch origin 
mentioned in Ootheca Wolleyana. The spelling of place 
names is corrected in several places, and attention is called 
to the fact that an egg of the Kite (Milvus milvus) obtained 
by Newton from Newcombe in 1852 is apparently the only 
known specimen of Dutch origin. The White-eyed Duck 
{Nyroca nyroca) was only proved definitely to breed in 
Holland in 1914 by Dr. van Oort, but it is interesting to 
note that Newton possessed four specimens taken by J. Baker 
at Ouderkerk in 1856, which agree closely with eggs from 
Algeria and Hungary. 

BITTEEN IN LEWIS, OTJTEB HEBRIDES.-—-Mr. D. MacKenzie 
states {Scot. Nat., 1917, p. 70) that an example of Botaurus 
s. stellaris was found in an exhausted condition at Carloway, 
Loch Roag, on the island of Lewis, on January 30th, 1917. 
The bird has very rarely been noted in the Outer Hebrides. 
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