
MOTES 
LONG NESTING-SEASON OP THE MARTIN. 

ABOUT May 10th, 1917, the Martins (Delichon u. urbica) began 
to build and reconstruct their old nests at Jesmond, Neweastle-
on-Tyne, and on May 28th one nest contained three eggs. 
On October 14th I noticed a Martin apparently feeding young 
in one of these nests, and on the following morning I examined 
the nest with the help of a ladder, and found that it contained 
four young, which I had some difficulty in persuading to 
remain after my inspection. On October 19th I saw two 
young Martins on the roof of a house opposite, and both 
the old birds flying about. ISAAC CLARK. 

[For other instances of October broods see 0 . V. Aplin, 
Birds of Oxfordshire, p. 110; Zool., 1883, p. 124 (Kircudbright) : 
t.c, 1887, p. 194 (Yorks): t.c, 1908, p. 28 (Yorks) and Br. 
Birds, X, p. 188 (Kent), etc. In the Zool, 1907, p. 328, a 
case is recorded of young being apparently fed in the nest 
on November 19th (Oxon). F. C. R. J.] 

CUCKOOS' EGGS AND NESTLINGS IN 1917. 
ALTHOUGH Cuckoos (Cucuhis c. canorun) were very numerous 
round Felsted in 1917, only fourteen nests were found which 
contained cuckoos' eggs or nestlings. This is a far smaller 
number than usual. Probably it is partly due to the great 
decrease in the number of our resident birds, but in a greater 
measure to the fact that the intense heat rendered prolonged 
searching very exhausting. 

I had great hopes that, as birds were so scarce, some 
very unusual foster-parents would be found, but except that 
I found a Cuckoo's egg in a Song-Thrush's nest, I was 
disappointed. In this case unfortunately a storm of wind 
and rain tilted the nest very much, and the Thrush deserted 
it before beginning to sit. The same Cuckoo had victimized 
six Hedge-Sparrows within a radius of about a hundred yards 
of this nest. The first egg of this series was laid about May 
13th, and I found what was probably the last in the Thrush's 
nest on June 29th. I t was then quite fresh, but was deserted 
on June 30th. 

The first young Cuckoo I had under observation left the 
nest on June 15th, and the last on July 9th. I had no time to 
search for nests in July. Cuckoos ceased calling here after 
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June 28th. The species victimized were Hedge-Sparrow (11), 
Pied Wagtail (2) and Song Thrush (1). 

I had nine nestlings under observation and of these three 
did not survive the nestling period, i.e. 333 per cent, died 
(cf. Br. Birds, Vol. VI, pp. 330-3 ; VII, pp. 233-4; VIII, 
p. 118 ; IX, pp. 96-7 ; X, p. 141-2). Two out of the three 
were removed from the nest, probably by rats, while the 
third died during the night. In this case the bird was 19-20 
days old and the Hedge-Sparrows had ceased to brood it at 
night, when the temperature fell suddenly to 38°, and the 
young bird was dead and stiff in the nest by the morning. 

In one case I found a Hedge-Sparrow's nest in an un
finished state, and kept it under observation, visiting it at 
least twice a day, in the morning and evening. The Hedge-
Sparrow began to sit on four eggs, and two days later a 
Cuckoo's egg was deposited and one of the Hedge-Sparrows' 
eggs removed. J. H. OWEN. 

COMMUNAL LAYING BY THE SHELD-DUCK. 
THE Common Sheld-Duck (Tadorna tadorna) is a numerous 
breeding species on the coast of Somerset, and amongst 
other places it nests plentifully on Steep Holm, in the Bristol 
Channel, which island I was enabled to visit early last June 
through the kindness of Mr. J . Sleeman, the lessee of the 
place. The birds nest there not only in rabbit burrows, 
but also in holes and crevices in the rocks and cliffs, and 
beneath thick bramble bushes which clothe certain portions 
of the island. These bushes, which are somewhat favourite 
nesting-sites, are very dense, with much dead stuff in the 
centre, and are by no means easy to penetrate. I saw several 
nests in these situations. The eggs from some of these are 
collected daily for food, and an interesting fact has thus 
been ascertained, viz. that two, three, four, and occasionally 
even five ducks will lay in the same nest. I visited one of 
these nests in company with Mr; Sleeman, jun., and it was 
found that four eggs had been laid in it since the previous 
day. I also saw nve eggs brought in from another nest, 
which I was told had ail been laid during the previous 
twenty-four hours. Mr. Sleeman, jun., informed me that it 
was common enough to find two eggs whicn had been laid in 
one day, and by no means uncommon to iind four, though 
it was rare to rind five. I t has, of course, long been supposed 
that the large clutches of eggs sometimes tound in nests 
of this bird were the produce of two females, but that as 
many as four and even rive ducks should lay in the same 

u 
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nest has not, I think, been hitherto recorded. The facts 
just given, however, point clearly to such a communal laying 
on the part of this bird in many instances. 

J . WlGLESWOETH. 

LEACH'S AND STORM PETRELS IN NORTH 
LANCASHIRE AND WESTMORLAND. 

DURING the stormy weather of the last week in October, 
1917, a number of Petrels occurred in North Lancashire 
and Westmorland, some of them a long way inland. Scores 
were seen near Carnforth and several were captured alive. 
Of those I have seen, three were Leach's (Oceanodroma 
leucorrhoa) and two Storm (Thalassidroma pelagica). The 
Jast large " wreck " of Petrels in this district occurred in 
November, 1908 (British Birds, II , p. 282), but in this case 
they were all Leach's Petrel, which is much the commoner 
of the two on this coast. H. W. ROBINSON. 

A NOTE ON THE BRITISH PUFFIN. 
IN British Birds for June last (antea, p. 5) the authors of the 
Handlist of British Birds propose to recognize the Puffin 
which breeds on the coasts of the British Islands, including 
the Fajroes, as a distinct form under the name of Fratercula 
arctica grabae (Brehm). They state that the British form 
is very much smaller than the typical form, the wings 
measuring 158-166 in British birds as against 160-177 in a 
large series of F. arctica arctica. 

In order to test these conclusions we have recently 
examined and measured the examples of Puffins in the 
Biitish Museum. I will here give our results of the 
measurements of the wings of adults in millimetres— 

(1) Six adults from Spitsbergen : <J 181 ; £ 188, 185 ; 
o 185, 184, 177. Average 1833. 

(2) Pour adults from N. Norway : <J 161, 158 ; $ 157, 
156. Average 158, 

(3) Seven adults trom the Faeroes: <J 163, 160, 158; 
<j> 156; o 162, 155, 153. Average 1585. 

(4) Four adults trom Orkney, Shetland and St. Kilda : 
<J 157, 153 ; ? 163 ; o 160. Average 1582. 

(5) Six adults from Yorkshire coasts: $ 157, o 163, 
160, 161, 156, 151. Average 158. 

(6) Ten adults irom Pembrokeshire and Man: <J 158, 
157 ; ¥ 159, 156, 155, 164, 152, 152, 148 ; o 160. 
Average 156. 

(7) Six adults horn N. America (Greenland to Fundy): 
$ 172,167 ; $ 170 ; o 176,174,163. Average 1702. 
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From these measurements we conclude— 
(1) That the Spitsbergen bird as has already been 

noticed by Ogilvie-Grant (Cat. Bird* B.flf., xxvi., 
p. 618), is distinctly larger and mav be recocmised 
as a distinct race under the name F. a. qlacialis. 

(2) There is no distinction between the Norwegian and 
British birds worth recording. 

(3) The American birds are intermediate in size with 
the Spitsbergen and Norwegian races. 

With regard to the type locality of the Linnseau species, 
the Handlist gives: " N. European Ocean. Restricted 
typical locality: Sweden." But although Linnseus's first 
reference is to the Fauna sueeim it seems very doubtful 
whether the bird breeds on the Swedish coasts. When 
Linnaeus spoke of the north'Europeau Ocean he was probably 
thinking oc the northern coasts of Norway, where the Pumn 
is known to breed in abundance, and this should probably 
be regarded as the type loca^ty. 

Anyhow, so far as the birds in the British Museum go 
there is no evidence of the alleged smaller size of British 
as compared with'Scandinavian Puffins, and we trrefer to 
continue to regard our breeding form as typical Fratercula 
arctica arctica (Linn.). W. L. SCLATER. 

C. W. MAOKWOETH PRAED. 

TheTconclusions arrived at by Messrs. Sclater and Praed 
are, in my opinion, hasty and valueless, because they are 
based on quite insufficient material. The fact is that they 
had only one adult Norwegian Puffin to judge from, two of 
their supposed adults being young, and one having the tips 
of the wings damaged ! It would have been wiser if the 
authors had asked me for further information, before rushing 
to print with their note. Mr. Sclater, at least, knows that I 
have recently worked through all Palsearctic water-birds, and 
that I do not come to hasty conclusions, but base my 
deductions on as much material as I can gather, and as a 
rule after weeks, months or years of study and consideration, 
especially when I split forms hitherto united. Fortunately, 
we have at .Tring four adult Puffins from Norway. As 
Messrs. Sclater and Praed point out correctly, it is the 
Norwegian bird which matters most of all, because it is that 
which must be regarded'as topo-typical. By an oversight I 
have, in the Handlist, p. 208, given Sweden as the typical 
locality for Aha artica, but Linnaeus, in the Syst. Nat., refers 
to his Fauna Sve.ciea, where he says : " Habitat in rupibus 
et prsecipitiis montium maris atlantici, pnesertim in insalis." 
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As, however, only the five specimens are in our hands (one in 
London, four in Tring), we must look to other sources of 
information, and of these may be mentioned the following : 
In 1831 Brehm described "Mormon grabce," from the Faeroes, 
saying that it was the smallest of all forms—not having 
seen British or Breton examples. 

In the Ibis, 1875, p. 267, Leon Olphe Galliard declares 
that " Mormon grabce " must be re-established, but it might 
be objected that he only compared his French specimens 
with Greenland ones, not with the topo-typical form from 
Norway. 

In 1876, in the Bull. Soc. Zool. France (p. 4), Jules Vian 
explains the constant difference of French Puffins, of which 
he appears to have compared more than 150, and he calls it 
" grabce" but, unfortunately, does not say which material 
he compared. 

In 1879 (Bull. Soc. Zool. France, p. 18-28), Dr. Louis Bureau 
also separates, under the new name armoricana, the birds 
from the coasts of France, which are " absolument semblables " 
with those from the British Isles and the Faeroes, but he also 
includes Norwegian birds, though probably from single 
specimens only. 

In 1914, Jordans (Die Vogelfauna Mallorcas, p. 144-153) 
discusses the races of the Puffin but, while admitting the 
existence of the small race, he thinks that a final decision 
about the number of forms can hardly yet be made, and he 
doubts if armoricana and grabai are fully identical. 

Zedlitz (Joum. f. Orn., 1911, p. 302) identifies the birds 
from Bear Island with the Norwegian ones, having collected 
in both localities. 

Otto le Roi (Avifauna, pp. 262, 263) gives measurements 
of thirteen specimens from Bear Island, which he identifies 
with the Scandinavian form, while, of course, separating 
the Spitsbergen form. 
^ Other measurements have been given by Norton (Proc. 
Portland Soc. Nat. Hist., 1901), by Herluf Winge, and by 
Hantzsch. 

I t is, from all these publications and from the material 
examined by me, quite evident that the birds from the 
Faeroes, Great Britain, the Channel Islands, and from the 
coast of western France, are quite alike, and different from 
those from Bear Island, Iceland, Greenland, and from the 
east coast of North America. But, unfortunately, the terra 
typica is Norway, and from there only five useful examples 
could be measured. Now the Tring specimens, one may 
say from the " terra typica," namely, the Vesteraal Islands 
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Norway, collected by A. E. Brehrn in June, 1860, have wings 
measuring as follows: <J S 168*5, 177, ? ? 166, 167 mm. 
With these I can compare : eight skins collected by me on the 
rocky islets near Herm, Channel Islands, on May 3rd, 1899 : 
$ S 155, 155, 157, 163, 164 mm., ? ? 155, 157-5, 165 mm. 
Belmullet, County Mayo, Ireland, May to July, 1863 : $ 160, 
? ? 157, 159, 160-5. Staffa, June (sex 1), 162. St. Kilda 
(sex ?), 156, 157, 157, 157 mm. Faeroes: $ $ 157, 163 ; 
sex ?•: 157, 158, 158 mm. 

The wing of the one useful specimen from Norway in the 
British Museum measures, as correctly stated by Messrs. 
Sclater and Praed, 161 mm., in fact, I only made it 160'5 
mm. Certainly this is less than my measurements from 
Tring specimens, but we cannot throw over a subspecies 
because one specimen stands out from the rest. Now the 
wings of Bear Island birds, specially identified by several 
good ornithologists and said to be identical with Norwegian 
ones, have, according to le Roi, wings of 160 to 176 (average 
168) in eight males, 158 to 168 mm. in five females (average 
163-6), thus being obviously larger than British and French 
Puffins. 

Messrs. Sclater and Praed do not mention the bills. I t 
is true that they are variable, but at the same time—apart 
from the general, but not constantly larger size of Iceland and 
South Grednland, as well as Labrador birds—the bills of Nor
wegian specimens measure in length 45-51, height 31-41 mm., 
while British and Herm birds have the length 43-48, height 
34-37 mm.—even here generally, though not constantly, 
smaller dimensions in grabce. 

In my unpublished MS. I have unquestionably separated :— 
1. Fratercula arctica naumanni Norton (glacialis auct.) 

from Spitsbergen. This form is apparently also 
found on Nova Zemlia, and it is said to inhabit 
Jan Mayen and northern Greenland, while '' arctica '' 
is found in southern Greenland ; these latter state
ments require, however, confirmation, especially 
as in Jan Mayen smaller and larger birds are said 
to occur ! 

2. Fratercula arctica arctica (L.) Norway, Bear Island 
and Sweden. With this form I have provisionally 
and doubtfully united the birds from Iceland, 
southern Greenland to Ungava and Fundy Bay, 
but I have given careful measurements and said 
that possibly the birds from Iceland to Labrador 
might form another, intermediate subspecies, which 
would then be called F. a. deleta. This form is 
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for the present doubtful, because many ind ;vidua1s 
are not separable from Norwegian ones, and because 
the material available is too small. 

3. Fraterrvla arctira grabm Brehm. 
4. The doubtful F. arctira -mcridionalis Jordaris, based 

on birds wintering in the Mediterranean, the breeding 
place of which is unknown. 

This is the state in which I should like to leave these birds 
a t present. The three forms F. a. arctica, naumanni and 
grabm are, in my opinion, certainlv distinct, but it seems 
better to hesitate and not to split any more a t present : 
no doubt T shall be accused of being over-hesitating and 
anxious to " lump," and someone else will think tha t he can 
see more and know better than I, bu t reckless splitting is 
not advisable. On the other hand, if a form is, by comparing 
series with series, different, we must separate it, i.e: express 
this fact by the short formula of giving it a name. I t is not 
a question whether one " prefers " to regard the British 
form as typical arctira, bu t whether it is the same or not. 

I may add tha t it is not a t all " doubtful whether the 
bird breeds on the Swedish coasts ," bu t t ha t there are a t 
least two breeding colonies on the Swedish coasts, both in 
Bohus. According to Mr. Jourdain 's measurements, eggs of 
grabm average less than those of arctira,—ERNST H A E T E K T . 

[The distinctive characters of the Spitsbergen Puffin 
were clearly recognized by t ha t very cautious and conserva
tive ornithologist, the late Professor Newton, who was then 
editor of the Ibis, as far back as 1865. In the Ibis for tha t 
year, not only are tables given showing the different dimensions 
of this form (p. 522), bu t i t is also figured as a distinct species 
(PI. VI). Over th i r ty years later Mr. Ogilvie-Grant, in the 
Cat. Birds, X X V I . , ' p p . 616-620, though aware of these 
differences, refused to recognize any subspecies of Fratercula 
arctica. bu t lumped Spitsbergen, American, Iceland and 
British birds under this name, remarking tha t " The 
Spitsbergen birds can only be regarded as a larger Northern 
race," and quoting all citations of Fratercula glacialis as 
synonyms of F. arctica. I n the same volume, however, 
Mr. Grant admits the principle of subspecific distinction 
in the case of PJialacrocorax graculus and other species, so 
tha t to ascribe the recognition of the Spitsbergen Puffin to 
him is misleading, to say the least of it . As the Iceland 
Puffin is well represented in the British Museum, i t is strange 
tha t no specimens were measured by Messrs. Sclater and 
Praed. P . C. R. JOTJEDAIN ] 
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MOORHEN EATING ERUTT. 

O N October 22nd, 1917, I observed a Moorhen (GaUinula c. 
chloropus) eating some crab apples which had been washed on 
to the bank of the Swift, in Warwickshire, from an overhang
ing tree. This fruit was unusually plentiful this year. Most 
of the apples were eaten straight across the middle, and 
the pips were all taken out, while the remains were scattered 
about all round. H . J . VAUGHAN. 

[Eor previous notes on this subject see Brit. Birds, Vol. X, 
pp . 251, 275 and 295 .—EDS. ] 

SPOONBILLS IN DORSET. — - Lieut.-Colonel J . W. Evans 
states in the Field (Oct. 27, 1917) tha t on October 15th, 1917, 
a Spoonbill (Platalea I. leucorodia) was brought to him for 
sale, which had been shot tha t morning in .Poole Harbour. 
On the same day four others, two old and two young birds, 
were killed a t the same place, the whole of the small nock 
being thus wantonly destroyed. We commend these facts 
to the notice of the Society for the Protection of Birds, in 
the hope tha t some action may be taken in the matter . 

GLOSSY I B I S IN P E M B R O K E S H I R E . — I n the Field (Nov. 3 
1917), Mr. W. H . Montagu Leeds, states that he picked up 
a Glossy Ibis, Plegadis f. falcinelius, in a dying condition, 
about four miles from Tenby, on October 23, 1917. This 
species has only once been recorded pieviously from Pem
brokeshire, as far back as 1834. 

GREAT SKUA IN OXFORDSHIRE.—Mr. W. J . Polley, of 
Buiford, Oxon, sent a specimen of the Great Skua (titerco-
rarius s. skua) to the omce of Land and Water, which was 
said to have been picked up dead after a gale a t the end of 
September, 1917. Mr. O. V. Aplin informs us tha t the correct 
date on which this bird was lound was October 8th, 1917. 
I t was a young bird, in good condition, and differs trom 
the ordinary type in being dark brown instead of the usual 
chestnut brown. A similar variety from Yarmouth, in Mr. 
Gurney's collection, is figured in Dresser's Jtivrds of Europe, 
V l i l , pi . 6U9. This is the first record of this species ior 
Oxiorushire, and the bird, now m the British Museum (cf. 
Land and Water, Nov. 1, 1917), was exhibited a t the 
British Ornithologists' Club Meeting on November 14th, 1917, 
by Mr. Yv. L. Sc±ater. 
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