
riOTES 
CONTINENTAL JAYS IN NORFOLK. 

I HAVE for some time suspected that the Continental Jay 
(Oarrulus g. glandarius) must occur in Norfclk during the 
winter because, though not a very common bird in the nesting 
season (which is hardly surprising, considering the extent of 
game preservation), Jays are remarkably abundant in Norfolk 
during the winter months, it being no uncommon thing to see 
»s many as fifteen or twenty put out of one small wood by 
the beaters, when covert-shooting. During the past winter I 
have had the opportunity of examining a good many Norfolk-
killed specimens, and have been struck by the greyness of the 
back of some of them, 

I therefore recently sent five skins, which had been shot in 
Norfolk during January and February, 1918, to Dr. Harbert 
at Tring. 

He has very kindly compared them with the series in the 
Tring Museum, and reports that three of them are undoubtedly 
of the Continental race (Oarrulus g. glandarius), the remaining 
two being British (Oarrulus g. rufitergum). I believe the 
only other counties from which the Continental Jay has up 
to now been recorded are Kent and Sussex. B. B. RIVIERE. 

MARSH-WARBLERS BREEDING IN SUSSEX, 
WARWICKSHIRE AND STAFFORDSHIRE. 

ON July 12th, 1917, I found on an island in a Sussex pond 
a nest with three eggs, which I at once suspected of being 
those of a Marsh-Warbler (A. palustris). Several pairs of Reed-
Warblers nest at the pond, but I had never known them 
breed outside the reeds, which form an extensive bed. This 
nest, however, was in meadow-sweet at the edge of the island, 
and it was roughly made and had handles, which, though 
not very striking to begin with, soon became a prominent 
feature when the nest had been blown about a bit by the 
wind, and more especially when the eggs were superseded by 
the heavier nestlings. None of the stems went through the 
nest itself. One egg was taken and submitted to Mr. Jourdain, 
who stated that it might well be a Marsh-Warbler's, though 
not of the typical type, but rather approaching an unusual 
variety of the Reed-Warbler. After the other two eggs 
had hatched out, one of the old birds was shot, its most 
marked feature just afterwards being the extreme lightness 
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of the legs. They were a dirty white, with a greenish yellow 
tinge at the '• knees " (tibio tarsal joints), and yellow soles 
to the feet. There was no rufous anywhere about the bird; 
its rump was a little lighter and the crown a bit darker 
than the back, it had a broad but short cream eye-stripe, 
and there was a fine flush of yellow on the flanks. 

The bird was subsequently shown to Mr. Ogilvie Grant 
and Mr. Gi-onvold at the British Museum, and they both 
expressed themselves quite satisfied with the identification. 
The Marsh-Warbler has only once before been recorded as 
breeding in Sussex, but, should it return to breed in this 
locality, it will in future receive adequate protection. 

E. C. AENOLD, 

[Our thanks are due to Mr. Arnold for contributing the 
coloured plate of the Marsh-Warbler, reproduced from his 
water-colour sketch, and illustrating the characteristics of 
the species.—EDS.] 

ON June 1st, 1917, I heard and identified a Marsh-Warbler 
(Acrocephalus palustris) in the Avon Valley near Warwick. 
There can be no doubt that I had also heard it on May 24th, 
but the song was almost drowned among those of Sedge- and 
Reed-Warblers and Whitethroats in an extensive osier bed, 
and I had no time to identify the songster. On June 4th I 
revisited the place, and watched a pair. On the 8th two 
birds were singing, and these two I heard subsequently 
during the month. By July 5th both had stopped singing. 
I saw one bird as late as July 31st, so I quite expect both 
pairs were nesting ; but unfortunately my efforts to find a 
nest were fruitless. The tangle became extremely dense by 
the middle of June, so that it was almost impossible to see 
any birds moving through the osiers, and quite impossible 
to avoid disturbing them when I wanted to approach their 
haunts. I was never able to give more than about an hour to 
the search, and the early cessation of the song was a further 
difficulty. So the only nests I happened to discover were one 
of Reed-Warbler and two of Whitethroats. 

This is, as far as I can discover, the first record of Marsh-
Warblers in Warwickshire for over forty j'ears, and possibly 
the most northerly record of summer residence in this country, 
with the exception of the Staffordshire record by Mr. Da vies 
(British Birds, X, p. 118). I t is not, however, a surprising 
extension of the breeding-range of the species, as its British 
headquarters appear to be in the counties immediately to the 
south, and largely in the same water-shed. 

H. G. ALEXANDER 
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ON June 22nd; 1914, while cutting nettles from round some 
.young trees planted by a brook side at Wood Eaton, near 
Stafford, a nest an i five eggs of the Marsh-Warbler (Acro-
eephalus palustris) were found. The nest was about 3 ft. 
from the ground, suspended between a nearly dead alder 
plant and high nettles close to the water-side. 

The eggs are in my collection, and the Rev. F. C. R. 
Jonrdain, to whom I have submitted one, informs me that it 
is undoubtedly that of a Marsh-Warbler. This appeal's to 
be the most northerly recorded breeding-place of this species. 

C. E. MOEEIS EYTOS. 

ABSENCE OR SCARCITY OF FIELDFARES IN 
WINTER 1917-1918. 

W E have received some supplementary notes on this subject 
in addition to those already published (antea, p. 231): Wilts., 
Mr. G. B. Hony reports none seen in the Tidworth 
district ; Somerset, only two or three reported in 1918 (Dr. 
.1 Wiglesworth) ; Kent, flocks of fourteen, about forty and 
sixteen seen February 20-21 and March 4th near Dover: 
also eighteen near Lydd, March 16th, 1918 (Capt. W. S. 
Medlieott) ; S. Oxon., twenty seen on March 9th, 1918, at 
Kingham (W. Warde Fowler), about six seen March 1st, 1918, 
Oxford (Rev. E. Peake) ; Herts., only one seen near St. 
Albans up to January 15th, 1918 (W. Rowan) ; Norfolk, 
Mr. J. H. Gurney reports a flock of twenty at Intwood on 
February 24th, and two or three at Keswick a day or two 
later : nearly fifty reported at Povingland on March 4th 
by Dr. Long : several parties seen on March 2nd at Mundesley, 
probably passage migrants (B. B. Riviere); Warwieks., none 
seen, Sutton Coldfield (Miss B. A. Carter) ; Lincoln, none 
seen (Capt. W. S. Medlieott) ; Salop, Miss F. Pitt reports five 
on October 10th, 1917, going west: and twenty on October 
16th perched on trees near Bridgnorth; Staffs., a few 
stragglers seen.about October 10th and 12th near Cheadle, 
but none since (J. R. B. Masefield); Lanes, and Cheshire, 
none seen (H. Bentham); Yorks., three flocks (possibly the 
same birds) seen on three occasions during latter half of 
February, 1918, near Skipton (W. Rowan); Major W. B. 
Arundel saw a flock of twenty on February 21-st, 1918, and 
about twenty-five were reported to him on January 23rd. near 
Aekworth ; a flock of about eighty on moors near Hipswcll, 
February 16th, 1918; one near Scotton, January 27th, 1918 
(Howard Bentham); Westmorland, only one small flock seen 
at Ambleside, November 27th, 1917 (A. Astley) ; Ireland: 
Co. Down, two or three heard on November 17th, 1917, at 
Hillsborough (N. H. Foster) ; three seen about the same 
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time by Dr. Boyd at the same place; one §een near 
Hillsborough, March 1st, 1918 (N. H. Foster), and three seen 
two miles south, about the same date (J. Gibson) ; Co. 
Fermanagh, none seen (J. P. Burkett). In an Editorial note 
in the Field, March 16th, 1918, it is stated that reports of 
the scarcity of the Fieldfare have also been received from 
South-east Essex, Hants. (Emsworth), Kent (Canterbury), 
Staffs. (Rugeley) ; Denbigh (Wrexham) ; and also from 
Kirkcudbright (Castle Douglas) and Queens Co. (Stradbally). 

F . C. R. JotFRDATN, 

VARIETY OF SWALLOW IN KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE. 
AT Bridge of Dee, Kirkcudbrightshire, on the evening of 
August 27th, 1917, I noticed a Swallow (Hirundo r. rustica) 
flying about in company with several other normally coloured 
ones, which had the whole of the upper surface light chocolate, 
with the exception of the scapulars, wing-coverts and primaries, 
which were a much darker shade of the same colour. The 
under-surface was also light chocolate, slightly paler than the 
back. I watched it with field-glasses for about half an hour. 
when it disappeared and I never saw it again. 

STANLEY PERSHOUSE. 

EARLY OCCURRENCE OF SWALLOW IN LANCASHIRE. 
A SWALLOW (Hirundo r. rustica) was seen by Major R. H, 
Edmondson and Captain A. F. J. R. George in the Pilling 
district near Blackpool, Lanes., on March 5th, 1918. The 
weather had been mild, prevailing wind E., with inclination 
towards N. JAMES R. HALE. 

HEN-HARRIER IN KENT. 
ON February 17th, 1918, a few miles from Dover, I saw 
flying overhead, about twenty yards up, a female Hen-Harrier 
(Circus cyaneus). and watched her for five minutes with 
strong glasses as she quartered the ground, searching for 
an evening meal. W. S. MEDLICOTT. 

CORMORANTS IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 
MR, GILBERT WARDLE reported to me that on September 28th, 
1917, and for several following nights, a Cormorant (Phala-
crocorax c. carbo) roosted on the cross-bar of a church at Leek. 
Another frequented Trentham Lake from April to October, 
1916, and again in April, 1917. J. R. B. MASEFIELD. 

REDSHANKS APPARENTLY BREEDING IN 
RADNORSHIRE. 

ON May 4th, 1915, I observed a pair of Redshanks (Tringa 
Maims) on Llandegley Rhos, near Penybont, Radnorshire, 
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They were very demonstrative, flying overhead and uttering 
their plaintive cry. I think they had young, but though I 
looked around for the nest I was unable to find it. This is, 
I believe, the first time that this species has been met with in 
the breeding season in Radnorshire, and I hope to revisit 
the place this year to see if they have established themselves 
there. OWEN R. OWEN. 

LESSER TERN IN RADNORSHIRE. 
ON September 23rd, 1915, a Lesser Torn (Sterna a. albifrons) 
was picked up in a very exhausted state on the banks of the 
River Teme, close to Knighton. It died two days after 
capture. OWEN R. OWEN. 

GREAT SKUAS ON YORKSHIRE COAST. 
DURING the first week in November, 1917, two Great Skuas 
(Stercorarius s. skua) were shot on the Yorkshire coast near 
Flamborough. One of them was a very old bird and the other 
immature, the latter being much the larger bird. They are 
now in the Kendal Museum. H. W. ROBINSON, 

LITTLE AUK IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
ON February 17th, 1918, in a field at Coton. near Cambridge, 
I found the decomposed remains of a Little Auk (Alle aUe). 
The bird had evidently been killed by a Hawk or Owl. as 
the head wa3 missing. MAUD D. HAVILAND. 

AN OLD RECORD OF ROSE-COLOURED STARLING IN 
FLINTSHIRE.—In British Birds, IX, p. 273, Mr. T. A. Coward 
gives an extract from the London Journal, September 21st, 
1861, relating to the recent capture of a Rose-coloured Starling 
(Pastor roseus) at the Point of Air light, and suggests that 
this is probably the same specimen as that recorded by Mr. 
A. 0 . Walker as killed in 1862 (circ. December) at the same 
place. While looking over some early volumes of the Field 
I found the same paragraph printed in the issue for August 
31st, 1861, where it is given as an extract from Eddowes' Shrews
bury Journal. I t is evident that the bird could not have 
been killed in September, as suggested by Mr. Coward, but 
probably the correct date is some time in August, 1861. 

F. C. R. J . 
AN OLD RECORD OF THE GOSHAWK IN STAFFORDSHIRE.— 

Mr. J. R. B. Masefield informs us that in the Guide to the 
Birds in the Hull Museum, p. 10, it is stated that : " In Sir 
Henry Boynton's Collection, given to Hull, the Goshawk 
was shot at Uttoxeter in the act of killing a Partridge in 
1857." There are only two previous records of the Goshawk 
(Aecipittr g. gentiHa) for Staffordshire. 
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SANDWICH T E R N B R E E D I N G IN CO. GALWAY .- Mr. R. F. 
Ruttledge (Irish Nat., 1918, p . 15) records the nesting 
of the Sandwich Tern (Sterna s. sandvicensis) in Co. Galway 
for the first t ime. Mr. Glanville counted twenty birds in one 
group on Mutton Island on June 12, 1917, and on June 17tli 
found five nests with eggs. 

CLUTCHES OE D W A R F EGGS OE BLACK-HEADED G U L L . — 
Mr. J . M. Goodall informs us tha t he has in his collection 
a set of three dwarf eggs of Larus ridibundus, measuring 
42 x 30, 44 x 31, and 43 x 30 mm., so tha t six of these 
sets are now known to be in existence, three from Cumber
land, one from Norfolk, one from Ireland, and one from 
Holland. The most interesting point about Mr. Goodall's 
clutch is the fact tha t the eggs were not infertile, as is almost 
always the case, but all contained well-formed embryos. 
Another set from the same district contains one normally 
shaped egg, 38 x 30mm., and two small distorted eggs about 
the size of marbles, all infertile. 

A N UNRECORDED E G G OF THE GREAT A U K . — I t is somewhat 
surprising to find tha t a hi therto unrecorded egg of the 
Great Auk (Alca impennis) should still exist, but a t the 
meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club on January 9th 
Mr. E. Bid well showed a very handsome and well-preserved 
specimen, free from flaws, and neat ly blown with two hoiee, 
which is the property of Mr. F . R. Rowley. At the time of 
the publication of Mr. T. Parkin's pamphlet in 1911 on The 
Great Auk seventy-three eggs were known to be in existence, 
and the present specimen raises the number to seventy-four. 
Mr. Rowley's egg is not of the " b l o t c h e d " type, but the 
markings consist of irregular wavy lines tending to term a 
zone s t the big end. 

M R . A. H. PATTERSON'S MS. N O T E S . — W e are informed 
by Mr. G. A. Stephen, the Norwich City Librarian, tha t Mr. 
A. H. Patterson has presented to the Norwich Public Library 
all his notebooks from 1878 to date , as well as a set of his 
published works, articles, letters, etc. For many years past 
Mr. Patterson has watched and studied the wild life of the 
Breydon estuary,and his notebooks contain a mine of informa
tion with regard to the fauna of the district, as well as many 
pen-and-ink drawings and coloured sketches. Fortunately 
most of the Ornithological records have already been published 
in the Zoologist, the Trans. Norf. and Noriv. Nat. So::., and 
Mr. Patterson's own books on Norfolk, We congratulate the 
Norwich Library on the acquisition of this interesting and 
valuable series of original notes, which form a history of 
Breydon in diary form for the last forty years. 
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