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YELLOW-BROWED AND BARRED WARBLERS IN 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 
I FIND I have omitted to place on record the occurrence of 
a Yellow-browed Warbler (Phylloscopus s. superciliosus) at 
North Cotes, on September 18th, 1915, and also of a Barred 
Warbler (Sylvia nisoria) at the same place on October 20th, 
1916. 

Both species have appeared so frequently that they may 
be considered almost as regular visitors to this county, and 
would, no doubt, be found on any part of the East Coast if 
carefully watched for. G. H. CATON HAIGH. 

FIELD-NOTES ON THE MARSH-WARBLER. 
LIEUT. D. H. MEAKES finishes his interesting notes on the 
Marsh-Warbler by telling us that when once the young have 
left the nest, very little is seen or heard of them, nor can they 
easily be distinguished from the young of other allied Warblers. 
Doubtless the last words are true, in respect of their outward 
appearance : but my experience is that they can be distin
guished by their own alarm-notes as well as those of their 
parents. They stay two or three days in their osier-bed after 
leaving the nest, and I have several times had them all around 
me and occasionally within two or three feet of my head. 
The alarm-note of the parents is peculiar, more like the angry 
croak of the Nightingale than any other bird's note known to 
me : but it is now and then interrupted by a musical Lark
like whistle, which is also heard in the song. I copy these 
words from a diary, July 12th, 1896. The young have the 
same note, but it is shorter and weaker, as I noted on July 
18th. (This was an unusually late nesting-season for these 
birds). The young were much darker and more rufous on 
the back than the parents, the breast and throat duller white, 
in fact almost buff, and the bill was yellower. 

W. WAKDE FOWLER. 

ABSENCE OR SCARCITY OF FIELDFARES IN WINTER 
1917-1918. 

THE great scarcity of the Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) in the 
British Isles during the winter of 1917-18 has now been so 
conclusively proved, that we do not propose to publish any 
further notes on the subject (Cf. antea, pp. 231 and 261). In 
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order to render the records as complete as possible we add a few 
references from various sources. Apparently a few flocks have 
passed through England on their way from the Continent, 

Kent: H. G. Alexander reports two and one, seen in mid-
November, 1917, near Tunbridge Wells. 

Essex : A mixed flock of five Fieldfares and eight or nine 
Redwings seen on March 20th, 1918, in S.E. Essex (P. W. 
Frohawk, Field, April 6th, 1918). 

Leicester : Flock of fifteen to twenty Fieldfares seen on 
March 20th, and similar party on following day at Market 
Bosworth (R. A. Oswald Brown, Field, loc. cit.). 

Staffs: Flocks noted on November 3rd, and a few on 
12th ; some in a mixed flock of Thrashes on 24th : also two 
small flocks on January 16th and one flock on March 1st, 
1918, near Froghall (T. Smith in litt.). 

Lanes : Not a single Fieldfare or Redwing seen in district 
from south of Manchester to Cheshire border from autumn 
1917 to spring 1918, an unprecedented record in nearly 50 
years' experience (H. Massey, in litt.). 

Yorks : Sir A. E. Pease reports several flocks passing over 
Guisbrough on January 22nd, 1918; one of about sixty, 
another of about eighty, and a third of about a hundred, 
moving southward. No others seen.—A few small parties, 
September 27th, 1917, at Blackhalls. No others seen till 
March 19th, 1918, a flock of 200 between Danby and Castleton 
in Cleveland (C. E.Milburn). 

Scotland : Messrs. E. V. Baxter and L. J. Rintoul report 
no Fieldfares or Redwings seen up to February 5th, 1918, at 
Largo, Fifeshire (Scott. Nat., 1918, p. 93), and Mr. O. H. 
Mackenzie (op. cit., p. 34) states that no Fieldfares and only 
about twenty Redwings have been seen by him in West Ross. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

RING-OUZEL IN CO. WICKLOW IN WINTER. 
ON January 14th, 1918, a Ring-Ouzel (Turdtw t. torquatus) 
was observed eating the berries of a Cotoneaster frigida at 
Mullagh Grange Con., co. Wicklow. The bird was shot and 
proved to be a female in excellent condition. 

W. J. WILLIAMS. 
[Ussher (Birds of Ireland, p. 8) says: " Thompson and 

Kinahan have mentioned irregular occurrences in winter, and 
other instances of this have been known since, but such are 
decidedly rare." Thompson (Nat. Hist, of Ireland, I., p. 
152) gives no details, but says merely that this species has 
occasionally been met with in Ireland during winter. In 
Great Britain such occurrences are by no means rare, and 

x 
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J. E. Harting even goes so far as to propound the astonishing 
theory that the Ring-Ouzel is a resident with us ! See 
Handbook of British Birds, 1st Edit., p. 12 ; 2nd Edit., p. 41. 

F. C. R. JOUEDAIN.] 

SNOWY OWLS REPORTED IN STAFFORDSHIRE AND 
OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE Rev. J. 0 . Coussmaker, of Hamstall Ridware, near 
Rugeley, writing in the Field (19th Jan., 1918) states that 
while driving from Lichfield about 3.45 p.m., near Pipe 
Ridware Church, he saw a Snowy Owl (Nyctea nyctea) not 
forty yards away. It tried to settle on a hedge, but failed 
and fell over backwards, but quickly recovered itself and 
continued its flight. He adds that it had -"some brown 
feathers " on its back. Mr. Coussmaker is familiar with most 
of our common birds and has recorded several of the rarer 
species, such as the Dartford Warbler and Woodlark, from his 
neighbourhood, so that confusion with the WTiite-breasted 
Bam-Owl {Tyto a. alba) should be impossible. Curiously 
enough the presence of a Snowy Owl was reported to me 
under very similar conditions on Otmoor, Oxfordshire, about 
the end of March 1917, during the wintry weather which then 
prevailed. The bird was first seen by Messrs. Wicks and 
Jeans, while driving out to Beckley from Oxford, about 3 p.m. 
It was flying low along the hedgerows and on one occasion 
turned and came towards them, so that they had a good view 
of it. Both agreed that it was unlike any Owl they had seen 
before and the descriptions of the size and plumage agreed 
closely with that of the Snowy Owl. The bird was also seen 
subsequently by Mr. Hall of Beckley, hunting a hedgerow 
near Otmoor. I hesitated to record this specimen because 
none of the observers knew a Snowy Owl by sight, and a Barn-
Owl on the wing seen suddenly at close quarters looks larger 
than it really is. I may add that I have seen a Barn-Owl 
blunder right into a quickset hedge in daylight and had no 
difficulty in capturing it. Even the dark spots on the plumage 
of all but very old Snowy Owls have their parallel in the 
small spots on the breasts and flanks of the Barn-Owl. The 
great difference in size, the absence of yellowish brown on 
the upper surface, and the striking yellow irides of the 
Snowy Owl at once serve to identify it when seen by an 
ornithologist, but a considerable element of doubt must 
attach to cases such as that just quoted. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

GLOSSY IBIS IN NORTH LANCASHIRE. 
A GLOSSY IBIS (Plegadis falcineUns) was shot at Garstang, 
North Lancashire, in September 1917, and is now in the collec-
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tion of Mr. F. Sessions. Mitchell in his Birds of Lancashire 
only mentions four records, the last being as long ago as 1859. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

BITTERNS IN SOMERSET. 
THERE has been an unusual influx of Bitterns (Botaurus 
stellaris) into Somerset during the past winter (1917-18), no 
less than five birds having put in an appearance, four of which 
were unfortunately shot. They all occurred between the 
middle of December, 1917 and the middle of January, 1918. 
One was shot on Kenn Moor, near Yatton, in the latter half 
of December and another on Locking Moor, near Weston-
super-Mare, on December 26th, both of these localities being 
within a few miles of the Bristol Channel. During the first 
week in January one was shot in the neighbourhood of 
Martock in the east of the county, and during the second 
week another was obtained near North Petherton within a 
few miles of Bridgwater. The only bird which apparently 
escaped was one which was observed by Mr. Gould on two 
occasions during the second week in January, by a stream 
near Porlock in the extreme west of the county. One of 
these cases, the Weston one, was made the subject of a 
prosecution, and it is to be hoped that the publicity given 
to this ease will have the effect of ensuring the bird a better 
welcome in future. J. WIGLESWORTH. 

SHELD-DUCK AND SHOVELER IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
ON February 4th, 1918, I saw a Sheld-Duck (Tadorna tadoma) 
in Sutton Park. Evidently it was an immature bird, as it 
had not the chestnut band. I believe that this species has 
not been recorded for Sutton Coldfield. 

The Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) was shot at Sutton Coldfield 
in 1867, as stated by Mr. R. F. Tomes (Vict. Hist. Warwick.). 
I saw a pair in Sutton Park on April 19th, 1912, a pair on 
March 4th, and two males on April 1st, 1918. 

B. A. CARTER. 

LARGE NUMBERS OF RED-THROATED DIVERS IN 
NORTH LANCASHIRE. 

ALTHOUGH the Red-throated Diver (Colymbus stdlatus) is 
always fairly common in Morecambe Bay in winter, during 
the past winter of 1917-18 it has been present there in enor
mous numbers, being one of the most numerous, if not the 
commonest diving bird in the bay. H. W. ROBINSON. 

SWALLOWS NESTING IN TREES.—The Scottish Naturalist, 
1918, p. 21, contains a note from Mr. C. Kirk, in which it is 
stated on the authority of Captain T. S. Morrin, R.A.M.C , 
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that Swallows (Hirundo r. rusiica) in France nest commonly 
in trees in districts where the buildings have all been levelled. 
One poplar tree which was left standing by the Germans had 
at least a dozen nests in it, the lowest about ten feet from the 
ground. They also breed frequently in the dug-outs. House 
Martins (Ddichon u. urbica) were also present, but it is not 
definitely stated that they nest in trees. For notes on Swallows 
nesting in trees in England see British Birds, Vol. V, p. 143. 

KITE IN PERTHSHIRE.—Mr. P. Webster (Scottish Naturalist, 
1918, p. 21) states that " during a recent holiday " he noticed 
on three occasions at intervals of a day or so, a large bird 
of prey, with a deeply forked tail, obviously a Kite (Milvus 
milvus), being chased by Peregrines. As this was in the middle 
of the nesting-season we presume that it took place in May 
or June, 1917. The locality is given as the Loch Ard district. 
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