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LETTER. 

ICELAND NOT GLAUCOUS GULL IN NORFOLK. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS, 
My friend, Mr. Gurney, in his interesting Beport (antea, p . 258), 

has, I see, given my name as a witness to the appearance of Glaucous 
Gulls on the Norfolk Coast, during the late spell of arctic weather. 

The bird which I was privileged to watch closely for three or four 
days in succession, on the beach at Sheringham, and duly reported 
to him, was, unless I am entirely mistaken, a rarer visitor. The body 
was much smaller and the wings proportionally much longer than 
those of the Glaucous Gull. The general colour of the bird was a dull 
white. The neck and shoulders were less clean-looking than the rest 
of the body, but , though I looked for it, I could not trace anything like 
a defined mantle. As there were no brown mottlings visible, the 
bird was presumably adult. As it was commonly either in company 
with, or not far from, Herring-Gulls and Lesser Black-Backs I had 
every facility for estimating its comparative size. 

I am well aware that the visits of the Iceland Gull are so few 
and far between tha t any story of its supposed appearance is to be 
received with caution. 

Mr. Gurney, in his list of Norfolk birds, contributed to Mason's 
History of the County, writes : " Mr. Stevenson and I , after numerous 
enquiries, can only certify one undoubted specimen"—a young female 
snot at Caister in November, 1874. But I am as satisfied as, without 
actually handling, it is possible to be, tha t the Sheringham bird was 
an Iceland Gull (Lartis leueopterus), and could have been nothing else. 

Mr. Upeher—-than whom few in England have a better know
ledge of the northern Gulls—was with me on one occasion ; and I 
think 1 may venture to take upon myself to say that he wa3 as satisfied 
as I tha t the apparently tired, white-winged Gull tha t we watched 
together a t a distance, at times, of less than a stone's-throw—whatever 
else it may have been, was not a Glaucous, and as the legs and feet were 
not black, the bird could not have been an Ivory Gull. 

T. D I G B Y PIGOTT. 
T H E LODGE, SHERINGHAM. 

5th April, 1918. 
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