
MOTES 
RAVEN NESTING AGAIN IN SHROPSHIRE. 

THE last known instance of the Raven (Corvus c. corax) 
breeding in Shropshire was in 1884, when a pair nested on a 
ledge in a disused quarry on the Longmynd Hills. On that 
occasion the young were taken from the nest by boys. This 
year (1918), after an interval of thirty-four years, a pair 
nested in the very same spot, and hatched four young. On 
May 2nd I visited the place, but—sad to say—found two of 
the young dead on the ground with their legs cut off. A sad 
ending to an interesting episode. I hope the other two young 
escaped with the old ravens, as they were just fully fledged. 

H. E. FORREST. 
GOLDEN ORIOLE IN DORSETSHIRE. 

ON May 6th, 1918, I saw a male Golden Oriole (Oriolus 
o. oriolus) on the cliffs at Durlston Castle, Swanage. When 
first noticed it was flying about from bush to bush, and 
settled on a steeply sloping branch, wiping its bill vigorously 
on the branch lower down, so that it appeared to be nearly 
head downward. I saw the bird first at 12.30 p.m., but on 
revisiting the spot that same evening it had disappeared. 

CLTMENCE M. AULAND. 

REAPPEARANCE OP FIELDFARES. 
As Fieldfares (Turdus pilaris) have recently been reported in 
considerable numbers, especially from the east coast counties, 
it is evident that many must have wintered on the Continent. 
Space will not permit us to give full details, but we may 
mention that from Essex Mr. J. H. Owen reports few seen 
till March 1st, 1918 (flock of over fifty). About thirty were 
seen daily til] March 8th, and a flock of over fifty on the 10th. 
On March 27th from eighty to ninety were seen, and on 
May 2nd considerably over three hundred, working north. 

Dr. B. B. Riviere also records large flocks constantly met 
with in Norfolk between March 2nd and May 2nd (Field, 
May 11th, 1918). 

From Yorkshire Mr. F. Boyes records small flocks from 
several parts of the East Riding, and three or four small 
lots near Beverley during April (Field, May 4th, 1918). 

In Westmorland Mr. A. Astley notes twenty-six seen on 
April 28th, and the Rev. E. IJ. Savage records six flocks, 
totalling sixty-seven birds, seen between March 7th and 
May 2nd, 1918. F. C. R, JOURDAIN, 
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LITTLE OWL BREEDING IN DORSETSHIRE. 
I AM not aware that the Little Owl (Athene noctua) has 
been recorded as breeding in Dorset before, but I think it 
extremely probable that it has done so for some few years. 

I t has been trapped, shot, heard and seen several times in 
various parts of the county during the last ten years, but 
I have never before had actual proof of its breeding. 

On May 6th, 1918, I noticed a Little Owl, in a spot where 
I had previously seen it, being mobbed by a Blackbird and 
one or two other small birds, but being pressed for time, was 
unable to remain to search for the nest, although I felt con
fident it was close at hand and many trees with suitable 
holes were in evidence. 

I returned to the spot on May 9th, determined to make 
an exhaustive search, and was successful in finding the Little 
Owl sitting on four eggs in a hole in an oak, about fifteen feet 
from the ground. The nest contained several small pellets, 
a few of the bird's own feathers, and a freshly killed field-
mouse, with the head missing. 

I should like to know if the nest of this species has been 
found in Dorset before. W. J. ASKFOKD. 

REMARKABLE SET OF TAWNY OWL'S EGGS. 
OK May 5th, 1918, I found a Tawny Owl (Strix a. aluco) nest
ing in an old Magpie's nest near Pelsted : I flushed the bird, but 
did not go up. Later in the day I showed a boy the nest and 
again we flushed the bird. This time the boy had climbed 
the next tree to get a good view of the bird on the nest. 
When he was almost level with it the Owl scrambled out and 
stood on the top of the nest for a few seconds before taking 
flight, and thus gave us an excellent chance of making 
identity certain. Another boy climbed up to the nest, and 
found that it contained two eggs which lie declared to be 
very small, and not as round as they should be. We left the 
nest, and returned on May 12th and found the bird on five 
eggs, which we took for the school museum. When the boy 
brought the eggs down I was greatly surprised at the 
smalmess of all the eggs. I got the senior science master to 
measure them in millimetres. 

No. 1 . . 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Length. 
396 mm. 
38-1 
37-9 
38-7 
395 

Breadth. 
3L7 mm. 
31-9 
32-1 
32-6 
333 

The average size of a Tawny's egg is 46*7 X 39*1 mm, 
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The average size of a Long-eared Owl's egg is 403 X 322 mm., 
so that the eggs would be on the small side even for this 
species. 

The number of eggs is also unusually large for a Tawny; 
the usual number about here is two or three. So far I have 
never seen a four here, though in Shropshire and Wales four 
sets are moderately common ; I saw six lots of four eggs or 
young in April. The Long-eared Owl is a very rare nester 
in this part of Essex, but lays more eggs than the Tawny in 
Wales, where I know it better. There I have seen sets of six 
more than once and heard of sets of seven from reliable people. 
The date is late for either speeies to have fresh eggs. Since 
I have been in Essex I have found more Tawny Owls nesting 
in old nests than in hollow trees, and I am glad to say that 
the bird has increased very much since the war began, but 
especially this last year. J. H. OWEN. 

[Some years before the outbreak of tbe War we received 
from Dr. von Boxberger, a photograph and description of a set 
of eggs of the Tawny Owl, taken in Germany, which closely 
resembled those described above by Mr. Owen, and were prac
tically indistinguishable front the eggs of the Long-eared Owl. 
As, however, the evidence of identification in this case was not 
quite conclusive, we did not publish the record at the time, 
but Mr. Owen's note furnishes additional proof as to its 
correctness. Mr. E. H. Read has a set of four eggs from 
Dumfries, consisting of one highly incubated egg, measuring 
43-6x38 mm., and three infertile eggs, 42"3x36, 34*3X 29"4, 
and 33x28'5 mm. The two dwarf eggs in this set are 
considerably smaller than those recorded above.—F.C.R.J.] 

MOOR-HEN LAYING IN MARCH. 
IN British Birds, Vol. VI., p. 375, there was a note on this 
subject in which I gave instances to show that the Moor-Hen 
(Gallinula e. ckloropus) occasionally nests in March. 

In 1917 I did not see a Moor-Hen's egg until mid-April, 
This year I noticed Moor-Hens nesting early in March and saw 
a nest completed on March 15th. 

After that I had no time to look nests up until March 29th 
and then saw nests containing five, five, three, and two eggs 
during a ramble. The next day I looked at another nest 
and found that it held three eggs. On March 31st I went a 
round of several ponds with some boys and found nests with 
nine, seven, seven, six, five, five, two, two, two and one eggs 
and several empty nests. 

In the case of the nest with nine eggs the bird had been 
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sitting six to seven days and one of the nests with seven eggs 
had been incubated about five days ; the rest all seemed fresh. 

During the first three-quarters of March the wind here had 
been chiefly N.E. I found nearly every nest with eggs on a 
pond that had bushes sheltering it on the north and east 
sides and not a single nest with eggs on an open pond, often 
not even a nest. J. H. OWEN. 

BLACK-NECKED GEEBE IN WESTMORLAND. 

ON January 8th, 1918, I shot on Lake Windermere a female 
Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps n. nigricottis), I believe an 
adult, in winter plumage. 

This is the second record of the species for the county, 
the first having been obtained by my friend the late Erie 
B. Dunlop on August 27th, 1910, on a small sheet of water 
only about three miles distant from where I secured my 
specimen. I am not aware that Mr. Dunlop's bird has 
previously been recorded. 

The weather at the beginning of January, 1918, had been 
intensely cold with a bitter north wind ; all the tarns and 
smaller sheets of water were frozen. The Grebe was a fresh 
arrival on the Lake, and I discovered it busily diving in a 
corner of a sheltered bay and taking no notice of several 
children skating on a small pond a hundred yards away. I t 
sat on the water facing up-wind ; its stern, high out of the 
water, glistening white in the sun and looking remarkably 
like a powder puff. While on the surface the bird was con
tinually darting its head in different directions on the outlook 
for danger, or possibly food. 

The stomach contents consisted of numerous small Water-
boatmen (Notoneclidce), several freshwater shrimps (Gam-
maridce), a few Caddis worms (Phryganeidce), some fibrous 
vegetable matter and some of its own feathers. The irides, 
showing the usual white hair-line around the pupil, were 
bright pinkish-orange. D. G. GARNETT. 

[Mr. Dunlop describes the irides of the bird, an immature 
male, shot by him .as yellow.—F.C.R.J.] 

BLACK GROUSE IN NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE. 
THE Rev. F. L. Blathwayt. in his paper on the Birds of 
Lincolnshire in the Lincolnshire Naturalists' Union Trans. 
for 1914, states that Blackgame (Lyrurus t. britannicus) are 
probably now extinct in the county, and suggests that the 
birds which existed in small numbers in the north-west of 
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the county may have been the descendants of birds which 
had been " turned down." I t is a t any rate worth recording 
that for the last season or two a few have reappeared on 
Scotton Common. Six were seen by the keeper flying over 
in February, 1918, and a cock bird was also noticed by him 
on May 5th, 1918. The birds are, I am glad to say, receiving 
protection from the owner of the property, with a view to 
increasing the stock. I t is, of course, quite impossible for 
these birds to have been turned down during the last three 
or four years. F . C. R. JOURDAIN. 

WOODCHAT AT TITSKAB ROCK, oo. WEXFORD.—Professor 
C. J . Pat ten records a Woodchat (Lanius s. senator), obtained 
on May 26th, 1917, a t the Tuskar Rock by Mr. Callaghan, 
the principal Light-keeper (Irish Nat., 1918, p . 79). Fortun
ately the skin has been preserved, and has been presented 
to the National Museum a t Dublin by Mrs. Barrington. Only 
one specimen has been previously recorded from Ireland, in 
1893 (not 1903 as erroneously stated in the Hand-List), and 
in this case only a leg and wing were preserved. This 
occurrence was also off the Wexford coast. 

WOOD-WARBLER IN OUTER H E B R I D E S . — I n the Scottish 
Naturalist, 1918, p . 102, Mr. H. Holmes records a Wood-
Warbler (Phylloscopas s. sibilatrix) as seen on August 27th, 
1917, near Loch Druidibeg, S. Uist. This species has been 
previously recorded by Mr. C. V. A. Peel and the late Mr. 
Alfred Chapman from N. Uist, ba t the records were relegated 
to "square brackets," by Mr. J . A. Harvie-Brown in his supple
mentary notes On the Avifauna of the Outer Hebrides (Ann. 
of Scott, Nat. Hist., 1902, p . 142). Mr. Holmes states t ha t 
it is " believed to have been seen once before in the Outer 
Hebrides," but this is incorrect, as Mr. Peel saw three birds, 
two on one day, and Mr. Chapman met with one, apparently 
breeding. 

LITTLE STINT IN OUTER H E B R I D E S . — T w o Little Stints 
(Erolia m. minuta) were shot on September 14th, 1917, 
on the north-west shore of North Uist, and two others 
seen (H. Holmes, Scott. Nat., 1918, p. 102). This species 
is said to have only been dnce previously recorded from the 
Outer Hebrides (Butt of Lewis, 1914). 

WOODCOCK'S N E S T W I T H F I V E EGGS.—The Rev. 1 . U . 
Savage informs us t ha t a nest of the Woodcock (Scolopax 
rusticola) was found a t Levens, Westmorland, on March 
27th, 1918, with five eggs. Though unusual, similar clutches 
have been previously recorded from Kent , Suffolk, Dumfries, 
etc., while six eggs have been found in a nest on one occasion, 
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and Mr. J. M. Goodall possesses a double set of eight eggs 
from Forfar. 

SLAVONIAN GREBE IN RENFREWSHIRE.—Mr. J. Robertson 
(Scott. Nat.. 1918, p. 22) records a Slavonian Grebe {Podiceps 
auritus) seen on Balgray Reservoir on August 12th, 1917, a 
somewhat remarkable date for this species. 

COLOUR CHANGES OF THE BEAK AND SHIELD OF THE YOUNG 
MOOR-HEN.—Novitates Zoological for 1918 (pp. 1-3, pi. II.) 
contains a careful paper on the development of the colours 
of the beak and frontal shield of the young Moor-Hen (Gattinula 
c. chloropus), from the time when it is hatched to maturity, 
by Miss Frances Pitt, and is illustrated by a coloured plate 
in which seven different stages are well figured from water-
colour sketches by the atithor. (Cf. Brit. Birds, XI., pp. 174-
175). 

THE LITTLE OWL IN SOMERSET.—Dr. J . Wiglesworth 
has published an exhaustive paper on the status of the Little 
Owl (Athene n. noctua) in Somerset in the Proc. of the Somerset
shire Arch, and Nat. Hist. Soc, Vol. LXIII. (1917), pp. 152-161. 
It is illustrated with a map (pi. XIV.), on which the recorded 
occurrences are shown, with dates appended. Up to 1916 
the only records were from the north-east of the county 
(with one exception), the southern limit running from Burnham 
on the west to Witham on the east. However, in 1916 a 
notable extension westward was recorded, the bird having 
been seen and shot at Minehead, the most westerly point 
from which it has been reported, while it reappeared at Isle 
Abbots, where it had been obtained on one occasion six years 
previously. 
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